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SAN JUAN: Utah coach Larry Krystkowiak
pushed his team to play tougher after a first
half in which they squandered much of a 12-
point lead and couldn’t keep Texas Tech off
the boards. The second half was more what
the fifth-year coach expects from the No 16
Utes.  Lorenzo Bonam scored a season-high
20 points and Utah held off Texas Tech 73-
63 on Thursday night in the opening round
of the Puerto Rico Tipoff.  

Jordan Loveridge added 18 points for
the Utes (3-0), who dominated the boards
and scored 16 second-chance points after
halftime to stay in control - especially as the
Red Raiders (1-1) kept trying to push their
way back into the game. “I actually chal-
lenged the guys (at halftime),” Krystkowiak
said. “I think there’s a perception out there
maybe that the Big 12 is a real physical
league and maybe the Pac-12’s not and it
looked like that in the first half.

“We ended up on our backs a lot of
times laying on the ground pointing fin-
gers at each other telling each other to
block out. ... We had to play more physical
to have a chance to win that game.” After
Texas Tech outrebounded Utah 25-18 in
the first half, the Utes sure reversed those
struggles after the break. They more than
doubled up the Red Raiders after halftime
at 27-13, including 10-5 on the offensive
glass. That was critical on a night when nei-
ther team shot particularly well. Utah shot
38 percent while Texas Tech shot 39 per-
cent. “Our intensity just picked up and we
got down into it defensively,” Utah senior
Brandon Taylor said. “We tried to slow
down a little bit on offense and really just
capitalize and hold onto the basketball as
much as we could. We dialed in defensive-
ly and offensively.” Devaugntah Williams
scored 13 points to lead the Red Raiders,
who got within 42-40 before Bonam
responded with six straight points to give
Utah some breathing room.  

Utah pushed that lead back out to 13,
then got a key 3-pointer from Loveridge
near the 2-minute mark after Texas Tech
had fought back to make it a two-posses-

sion game again.  Texas Tech coach Tubby
Smith didn’t have to look far for reasons
why his Red Raiders couldn’t quite dig out
from the early hole. Aside from rebound-
ing, Texas Tech made 3 of 19 3-pointers for
the game and made 6 of 14 free throws in
the final 20 minutes. “They dominated the
boards ... and that gave them some second
opportunities and third opportunities,”
Smith said. “Another thing is our free-
throw shooting. We have to put more pres-
sure on them, by making shots and we
struggled to make our free throws.”

No 17 Vanderbilt, Stony Brook 
Wade Baldwin IV came off the bench to

score 21 and lead No 17 Vanderbilt to a 79-
72 overtime win over Stony Brook on

Thursday night.  Stony Brook’s Carson
Puriefoy’s layup with one second left in
regulation sent the game into overtime
tied at 66. Free throws helped Vanderbilt
pull out the win in overtime.  Vanderbilt’s
Riley LaChance and Damian Jones both
scored 13 points. Matthew Fisher-Davis
added 11 points. Forward Luke Kornet,
who missed the last 22 minutes of
Monday’s win over Gardner-Webb with a
sprained ankle, scored nine points.  Stony
Brook’s Jameel Warney, a two-time
America East player of the year, led the
Seawolves (1-1) with 22 points and 11
rebounds. He led the nation in double-
doubles (24) and total rebounds (409) last
season. Puriefoy scored 16 points and
Stony Brook’s Ahmad Walker added 13.

No 5 Baylor beat No 19 USF 
Niya Johnson had 10 points, 13 assists and

eight rebounds and No 5 Baylor held on for a
66-63 victory over No. 19 South Florida on
Thursday night to advance to the preseason
WNIT championship game. Courtney
Williams had 23 points for the Bulls (2-1), but
missed a 3-pointer at the buzzer that would
have tied it after grabbing an offensive
rebound.  Nina Davis had 15 points and Kalani
Brown scored 11 points in 10 minutes for
Lady Bears (3 0). Baylor never trailed after an
11-0 run early in the game, but South Florida
got within a point twice in the fourth quarter
and had the potential tying shot.  Laura
Ferriera had 14 points for South Florida.
Baylor hosts DePaul tomorrow for the presea-
son WNIT championship. — Agencies 

BERLIN: Bulgaria’s weightlifters
will be absent from next year’s
Olympics after the sport’s gov-
erning body banned the coun-
try’s athletes following a high
number of doping cases, it said
yesterday. “Due to the special
anti-doping policy for Rio 2016,
the EB (Executive Board) con-
firmed that Bulgaria is not eligi-
ble to participate in the upcom-
ing Olympic Games,” the
International Weightlifting
Federation (IWF) said.

In March, eight male lifters,
including three European
champions, and three female
athletes, tested positive for the
banned anabolic steroid
stanozolol at a training camp
for the European champi-
onships in Tbil isi ,  Georgia.
Former European champion
Demir Demirev, 2014 European
champions Ivan Markov and

Ivaylo Filev and female
weightlifter Milka Maneva have
also been banned for similar
offences. Bulgarian weightlift-
ing has suffered repeated
embarrassment due to doping
cases and the national body
was temporarily stripped of its
licence in 2009.  

A year earl ier ,  Bulgarian
weightlifters first missed the
biggest event on their sporting
calendar after the Balkan
nation withdrew its team prior
to the 2008 Olympics in Beijing
when 11 members failed dop-
ing tests. Bulgaria’s reputation
was also tarnished at the 2000
Olympics in Sydney, where the
team were stripped of three
gold medals and sent home in
shame fol lowing posit ive
drugs tests.  The IWF also
decided to withdraw one of
Romania’s quota of lifters for

the Games due to multiple
positive tests for the country’s
athletes during the qualifica-
tion period, it said.

The bans come amid a
high-profile doping scandal
involving Russian track and
field athletes with the coun-
try’s federation suspended
along with its  anti-doping
agency and drugs-testing lab.
The sanctions are part of a
crackdown on drugs cheats in
Russia following a report by a
World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) special commission
which exposed widespread
state-sponsored doping. The
report detai led cover-ups,
bribes to conceal  posit ive
tests, destruction of samples
and evidence of state security
services colluding with the
athletics federation to facili-
tate cheating. — Reuters

Bulgaria weightlifters get Rio 

ban over widespread doping

Romania also stripped of one spot

SAN JUAN: Utah guard Lorenzo Bonam (right) goes to the basket against Texas Tech guard Jordan Jackson during a
NCAA college basketball game in San Juan, Puerto Rico on Thursday, Nov 19, 2015.  — AP 

BOXING

LOS ANGELES: Puerto Rican middleweight
great Miguel Cotto says he doesn’t need a
world title to lend importance to his today
showdown with Mexico’s Saul “Canelo”
Alvarez. “I don’t need a belt to fight Canelo,”
said Cotto, who was stripped of his World
Boxing Council crown on Tuesday over failure
to pay the $300,000 sanctioning fee they
demanded for a world title bout. Alvarez and
his camp stumped up their $300,000, and the
former WBC and World Boxing Association
super welterweight world champion can
claim the vacant WBC title with a victory.

Cotto said Wednesday he had offered the
WBC $125,000, but the sanctioning body
rejected it. He was unrepentant over failing to
pay the $300,000 - or a further $800,000 step-
aside fee to mandatory challenger Gennady
Golovkin. The 34-year-old Puerto Rican, win-
ner of world titles in four weight divisions,
takes a record of 40-4 with 33 knockouts into
the bout. Trainer Freddie Roach said Cotto is
in as good a shape as he has ever seen him.
“We are going to box a lot in this fight,” Roach

said. “We’re not just going out there looking
for a knockout. I want him using his foot
speed and his angles. He’s a more complete
fighter now than ever.”

But Roach admits he’d love to see Cotto
knock out Alvarez-then call out Floyd
Mayweather to put his 49-0 record on the
line. “Miguel always tells me that if he had me
in his corner when he fought Mayweather he
would have knocked him out,” Roach said. “I
think Miguel could pull off the strategy I have
to beat Mayweather. I think that would be a
good fight for him.” But first there’s the 25-
year-old Alvarez, 45-1-1 with 32 knockouts.
The bout is being fought at a 155-pound
catchweight, and the Mexican’s power-amply
demonstrated in a spectacular knockout of
James Kirkland in May could trouble Cotto.

“At this particular point, I feel very solid,”
Alvarez said. “I’m ready and I’m going to show
it today.” On the undercard at Mandalay Bay,
Japan’s WBC super featherweight champion
Takashi Miura defends his title against
unbeaten Francisco Vargas. — AFP 

A win will be enough 

against Alvarez: Cotto 

No 16 Utah beat Texas Tech 73-63 in Puerto Rico tipoff


