
S PORTS
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2015

English Premier League

Watford v Man United 15:45
beIN SPORTS
Chelsea v Norwich 18:00
beIN SPORTS
Southampton v Stoke 18:00
beIN SPORTS
Newcastle v Leicester 18:00
beIN SPORTS
Swansea v Bournemouth 18:00
beIN SPORTS
Albion v Arsenal 18:00
beIN SPORTS
Everton v Aston 18:00
beIN SPORTS
Man City v Liverpool 20:30
beIN SPORTS

SPANISH LEAGUE
Sociedad v Sevilla 18:00
beIN SPORTS
Madrid v Barcelona 20:15
beIN SPORTS
Espanyol v Malaga 22:30
beIN SPORTS
Valencia v Las Palmas 0:00
beIN SPORTS
Coruna v Vigo 0:05
beIN SPORTS

ITALIAN LEAGUE
Bologna v Roma 20:00
beIN SPORTS
Juventus v Milan 22:45
beIN SPORTS

GERMAN LEAGUE 
Koln v Mainz 17:30
beIN SPORTS
Frankfurt v Leverkusen 17:30
beIN SPORTS
Stuttgart v Augsburg 17:30
beIN SPORTS
Borussia v Hannover 17:30
beIN SPORTS
Wolfsburg v Werder Bremen 17:30
beIN SPORTS
Schalke v Bayern Munich 20:30
beIN SPORTS

FRENCH LEAGUE
Lorient v Paris Saint 19:00
beIN SPORTS
Montpellier v Reims 22:00
beIN SPORTS
Troyes v Lille 22:00
beIN SPORTS
Bastia v Ajaccio 22:00
beIN SPORTS
Guingamp v Toulouse 22:00
beIN SPORTS
Monaco v Nantes 22:00
beIN SPORTS

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

LONDON: From Manchester United’s ‘Fergie
Time’ triumphs to Sergio Aguero’s 94th-
minute title-clinching goal for Manchester
City, England’s Premier League has long
been synonymous with dramatic come-
backs. But that may be changing. As teams
become more robust defensively due to
more sophisticated tactical preparation and
higher levels of physical fitness, so they are
becoming better equipped at protecting
leads. The result is that the team that scores
first stands an increasingly strong chance of
winning, with statistics revealing that come-
back victories are at a 10-year low in the
English top flight.

“The first 30 minutes is becoming the
decisive period in Premier League matches,”
former Manchester United defender Danny
Higginbotham wrote in an article for The
Independent earlier this season. “Premier

League football this season is all about pace
on the counter-attack. Everyone wants to sit
deep and play on the break, so they can nul-
lify the opposition’s counter-attackers, frus-
trate them, and then pick them off.” Figures
sent to AFP by Premier League statisticians
Opta reveal that the ratio of teams going on
to win after falling behind has dropped
below 10 percent for the first time in a
decade.

Since a spike of 14.18 percent in 2012-13,
the percentage of teams coming from
behind to win per season has successively
dropped, from 10.81 percent in 2013-14 to
10.10 in 2014-15 to 9.84 in the current cam-
paign. The average over the nine seasons
prior to 2015-16 was 11.07. With teams now
more adept at defending leads, playing on
the counter-attack has become the pre-
ferred modus operandi for many Premier

League sides. The knock-on effect is that
away victories are on the rise, borne out by
the fact that there have been 42 away wins
to 43 home wins in England’s top division so
far this season.

‘Fast transitions’
Conventional wisdom dictates that

home sides are more likely to win due to
familiarity with their surroundings, support
from home fans and the onus traditionally
being on the hosts to attack. But several
teams are subverting the theory, with
Arsenal, West Ham United, Crystal Palace,
Everton, Liverpool, Stoke City, West
Bromwich Albion and Aston Villa having all
picked up more points on the road than at
home. West Ham and Palace have proved
particularly adept at playing on the break,
the former relying on the directness of play-

ers such as Dimitri Payet and Manuel Lanzini,
the latter utilising the pace and trickery of
Wilfried Zaha, Bakary Sako and Yannick
Bolasie.

It develops a trend witnessed at last
year’s World Cup, most notably when
defending champions Spain, pioneers of
‘tiki-taka’, fell to successive defeats against
the Netherlands and Chile despite bossing
possession in both matches. FIFA’s official
technical report on the World Cup highlight-
ed “outstanding fast transitions and counter-
attacking tactics” as the tournament’s most
effective attacking strategies.

“Counter-attacking tactics were once a
tool in a team’s armoury, but now some
teams base their entire play around such tac-
tics,” it added, citing 21 games in which
teams who saw less of the ball emerged vic-
torious. — AFP 

LONDON: Jose Mourinho will hope
the latest international break proves
to be a turning point in Chelsea’s dis-
astrous Premier League season and
refreshes struggling Belgian star Eden
Hazard. Mourinho and his players
signed off from domestic duty with a
defeat at Stoke City-their third succes-
sive league loss-that left the club in
16th place, a point behind Norwich
City, today’s visitors to Stamford
Bridge, and just three points clear of
the relegation zone. 

That loss increased the pressure
on the manager and the two-week
break has undoubtedly given
Mourinho the chance to take stock on

his side’s lack of progress. The prob-
lem has been clear-too many players
have been operating way below the
standards they set last season when
they dominated the title race. But
while a succession of senior stars
have stepped forward to say it is the
players who must shoulder responsi-
bility, the team has failed to pull itself
out of its current nosedive. 

Mourinho claimed with some jus-
tification that his side’s performances
had improved and that they were
unfortunate to lose at Stoke. But such
is the club’s plight, the only thing that
matters now is results. And if they are
to turn things around, Mourinho

must find a way of returning Hazard
back to the form that won him last
season’s Footballer of the Year award
and made the Belgian one of the
world’s most coveted players. 

Hazard has yet to score in the
league but Gianfranco Zola, a former
Chelsea favorite, believes the player’s
current problems will benefit him in
the long run.  Zola told the London
Evening Standard: “Hazard is in a sim-
ilar situation to I was at Chelsea in my
second year. “The first year was very
good, as it was for Hazard. He did so
much, received so much recognition
and now the spotlight is on him all
the time and this is making every-
thing he does a little more difficult.
“Every player goes through this but in
a way I think it will be good for him as
it will make him think more about his
game. “So it’s an opportunity for him
to become a better player. He is
young and has the potential to be
one of the best.” Last season the visit
of a newly-promoted side would
have guaranteed three points but
after suffering three home league
defeats already this season, nothing
can be taken for granted. Mourinho
did at least receive some good news

this week when keeper Thibaut
Courtois returned to training after a
knee injury although Asmir Begovic
will face Norwich. Alex Neil’s side pro-
vided themselves with a timely lift
when they signed off for the break
with a home victory over Swansea
City, ending a run of four straight
league defeats. 

The opening months have con-
firmed the Canaries face a testing bat-
tle if they are to avoid an immediate
return to the Championship particu-
larly with Arsenal due to visit Carrow
Road next weekend. And midfielder
Jonny Howson insists the victory over
Swansea has done nothing to ease
the pressure on Neil’s players. “I think
the pressure comes from within your-
self of wanting to do well. You go into
every game wanting to put in a cer-
tain performance, work hard and do
the best of your ability,” said Howson.
“With regards to the pressure and
easing it I don’t think that changes
too much. “Sometimes when you
come up against the big teams it is
difficult but we’re still wanting to go
up against those teams and put in a
good performance and hopefully
come away with something.”— AFP 

Comebacks wither; English counter-punchers thrive

Mourinho hopes that break 

refreshes Chelsea, Hazard

Man City 12 8 2 2 26 9 26
Arsenal 12 8 2 2 22 9 26
Leicester 12 7 4 1 25 20 25
Man Utd 12 7 3 2 17 8 24
Tottenham 12 5 6 1 20 10 21
West Ham 12 6 3 3 23 16 21
Southampton 12 5 5 2 19 13 20
Crystal Palace 12 6 1 5 14 12 19
Everton 12 4 5 3 20 16 17
Liverpool 12 4 5 3 13 14 17
Watford 12 4 4 4 11 12 16
Stoke 12 4 4 4 10 12 16
West Brom 12 4 2 6 10 16 14
Swansea 12 3 4 5 12 16 13
Norwich 12 3 3 6 16 23 12
Chelsea 12 3 2 7 16 23 11
Newcastle 12 2 4 6 13 22 10
Bournemouth 12 2 2 8 12 25 8
Sunderland 12 1 3 8 13 26 6
Aston Villa 12 1 2 9 10 20 5

English Premier League table
English Premier League table ahead of the weekend’s matches
(played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, points):

MANCHESTER: Manchester City
midfielder Yaya Toure has warned
his team mates not to fall victim
to the “new manager syndrome”
for a second Premier League
game in a row when Juergen
Klopp’s Liverpool visit the Etihad
Stadium today. Bottom side
Aston Villa, with freshly appointed
Frenchman Remi Garde at the
helm, held league leaders City to
a 0-0 draw at Villa Park before the
international break, and Toure is
wary of history repeating itself at
the weekend. “To be honest with
you, I don’t like it when a new
manager comes to a club because
all the players want to impress
him,” the Ivorian told the club’s
website (www.mcfc.co.uk). 

“We had the perfect example
of the new manager syndrome
against Aston Villa which made it
a tougher game - we had a lot of
chances to score and if we had
taken just one of them it would
have been a different situation.
Klopp replaced Brendan Rodgers
at Anfield last month and Toure
expects Liverpool to be fired up,

especially after losing their last
league match 2-1 at home to
Crystal Palace. They are languish-
ing in 10th on 17 points, nine
points adrift of City. “When, new
managers come in, all the players
want to give 100 percent and
fight for everything possible.
Liverpool are a top club, a top
side and it will be a massive game
today.”

The 32-year-old Toure decided
not to join his national team dur-
ing the international break, miss-
ing the African champions’ World
Cup qualifiers, and said he was
well rested. “It’s tough sometimes
when you are involved in a lot of
games through the season. I often
spend the international breaks
with the national team on top of
my club commitments so it has
been good to have a more restful
fortnight. “Now I’m ready to get
back to work and all my focus is
today. We have a fantastic game
to play against Liverpool and we
need to get back to winning
games, though we are expecting
a hard match.” — Reuters

Beware ‘new manager

syndrome’ at Liverpool,

City’s Toure warns


