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KUWAIT: The sliding oil prices might affect
donors’ generosity at next February’s donors’
meeting in London in support of Syrian
refugees, His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah said
yesterday.

His statements came on the sideline of a
meeting with chiefs of Arab delegations partici-
pating in the 43rd Conference of the General
Assembly of the Federation of Arab News
Agencies (FANA). He drove the point home
regarding Kuwait’s unflinching support to help
the Syrian people in their hour of dire need, not-
ing that Kuwait has given ample aid in the guise
of homes, schools, hospitals, foodstuffs, cloth-
ing, etc,  to them and would continue to do so.

Declining revenues
About fears and misgivings regarding the

effect of declining revenues from oil due to
falling prices on the nation’s development
plan, His Highness the Prime Minister said
“Kuwait had experienced declining oil prices
before and was able to goad expenditure so as
not to affect the extent and quality of govern-
ment services to the public.”

The development plan, he assured, was
steaming along on course, notwithstanding
current economic conditions, stressing the role
the private sector has been assuming in push-
ing along the nation’s economic prosperity.  

Terrorism threat
On the topic of terrorism, His Highness the

Prime Minister said “Kuwait and other coun-
tries have warned against this growing men-
ace which is not rooted in a single religion or
creed or geographical location,” adding that

“no state by itself can face terrorism which
spans continents without the help of the inter-
national community to eradicate it.” He
emphasized the imperative that the “interna-
tional community seek quick solutions to
enduring problems such as the Palestinian cri-
sis and those crises in Syria and Libya.”

Credible news
During his meeting with FANA officials, His

Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak lavished
praise on these agencies sacrosanct mission
to inform the public with objective and credi-
ble news. 

He noted Kuwait’s adherence to the princi-
ples of free speech, saying that he had asked
of all ministers to have an official spokesper-
son for their ministries to become a liaison
between the public and the media on one

hand and these ministries on the other.
In his capacity as FANA President and

Board Chairman and Director General of
Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) Sheikh Mubarak
Al-Duaij Al-Ibrahim Al-Sabah stressed in the
meeting with His Highness the Prime
Minister FANA’s dedication to improve the
language of communication with the public
to reflect contemporary standards in the
worldwide news business.

National unity
Earl ier,  the FANA delegation met His

Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan
Palace.  The meeting was attended by
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs and act-
ing Minister of Information and Minister of
State for Youth Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Al-

Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah.
During the meeting, His Highness the

Crown Prince hailed the efforts of the FANA
conference’s organizers, calling for develop-
ing mass media in order to ensure national
unity and deliver its great message based on
credibility and scientific research.

He stressed the effective role of media in
buttressing national unity, and economic and
cultural development, hoping that the con-
ference would come up with recommenda-
tions serving Arab interests in the face of sur-
rounding risks.

Chief of His Highness the Crown Prince’s
Diwan Sheikh Mubarak Al-Faisal Al-Saud Al-
Sabah and His Highness the Crown Prince’s
Diwan Protocol Chief Sheikh Mubarak Sabah
Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah were present
in the meeting. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets chiefs of Arab delegations
participating in the 43rd Conference of the General Assembly of the Federation of Arab News Agencies (FANA). 

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with heads of Arab news agencies
participating in the conference of the Federation of Arab News Agencies (FANA). — KUNA photos

Falling oil prices could affect donors’
generosity at next meeting: Prime Minister

RIYADH: Kuwaiti National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem said yesterday his
meeting with Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud
dealt with critical issues affecting the region.

Ghanem said in a press statement after the
meeting that the Saudi Monarch stressed in
the meeting “the absolute necessity that GCC
countries stand shoulder to shoulder together
in the face of existing challenges.”

King Salman, moreover, highlighted the
exceptional and historic bond between Kuwait
and Saudi Arabia, said Ghanem, noting that
the Saudi monarch reviewed in the meeting a
number of crucial issues in the region, includ-
ing the Palestinian crisis, and the situation in
Yemen, among other issues, with the view that
joint Arab work was essential to solving such
problems.

Meanwhile, Ghanem noted the momentous
role Saudi Arabia plays in the region with its
emphasis on security and stability for it. He
also recalled Saudi support of Kuwait during
the Iraqi invasion of 1990, saying “the Kuwaiti
people will never forget Saudi Arabia’s brave
and historic backing” of Kuwait’s legitimacy at
that time. He further said he stressed the
notion that “all Arabs depend on Saudi firm
stances on behalf of Arab rights and causes,

seeing in those stances as evidences of vitality
and strategic importance.”

Ghanem arrived in the Saudi capital yes-
terday to partake in the 9th regular meeting
of GCC consultative (shura) and legislative

assemblies’ chiefs, due to begin in Riyadh
today. He is accompanied by MPs Ahmad Al-
Qudhaibi, Dr Ahmad Al-Azmi and National
Assembly Secretar y General  Allam Al-
Kanderi. — KUNA 

Ghanem says talks with Saudi
king tackled critical issues

RIYADH: Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman Bin Abdulaziz meets Kuwait’s
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs and act-
ing Minister of Information and Minister of State for
Youth Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah yesterday said the Arab region is
going through a stage of delicate developments and
challenges where news and information play a key
role in  formation of human thought and orientation.

News agencies represent main source for news
and information, a fact that stresses imperative of
adopting a balanced information message, character-
ized by transparency and impartiality, at a time where
the world is facing development and openness in
media that need to develop expertise and human
cadres, said Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah, in a
speech he addressed, in his capacity as Representative
of His Highness the Prime Minister, at opening of 43rd
Conference of the General Assembly of the Federation
of Arab News Agencies (FANA).

He stressed on the need to support media devel-
opment efforts, as the only way to achieve progress
and prosperity and provide a decent life for the Arab
peoples as well as to face deliberate media campaigns
that aim to tarnish image of Islam and Muslims.

It is important to care for Arab youth and restore
their confidence, instilling a spirit of loyalty and
belonging, and increasing their awareness as well as
facing rumors that spread across social networks and
other unknown sources of advertising to provide
accurate information in a fast way, he said. He also
stressed the need to fight terrorism, which is now
expanding around the world, as well as facing the
extremist ideas with greater guidance toward moder-
ation. Comprehensive and sustainable development is
a key for solving a lot of problems, especially poverty
and underdevelopment in the areas of science and
technology, where media should be up to the chal-
lenges and responsibilities, he said.

Accelerating events 
The Arab region is going through accelerating

back-to-back significant events, a matter which cre-
ates huge responsibilities for the Arab news agencies
to work harder and maintain their status as major safe
sources for news, outgoing president of FANA and
Saudi Press Agency (SPA) Chairman Abdullah bin Fahd
Al-Hussein told the opening session.

Hussein added that the Arab agencies offer distin-
guished, effective and respectable media amid an
information and technological revolution. FANA is on
the right path, making for the future with steady steps
to achieve its main goals for enhancing joint action
and fostering cooperation among the member agen-
cies, Hussein said. Over the past two years, under Al-
Hussein’s presidency, FANA fulfilled its missions and

carried out its programs and activities, he said, appre-
ciating efforts by the member agencies, the FANA
Secretariat and the federation’s secretary general.

Then, Hussein handed over FANA presidency to
Board Chairman and Director General of Kuwait News
Agency (KUNA) Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij Al-Ibrahim
Al-Sabah. He expressed confidence that the new pres-
ident Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij would lead the federa-
tion for more achievements and successes, for his
experience, good traits and enlightened thinking.

FANA Secretary General Farid Ayar said that Arab
consolidated and interactive media is an urgent need
at present to face the enormous challenges, with an
eye on the future. He lauded FANA’s persistent efforts
to boost positive interaction among the Arab news
agencies.

Tremendous challenges
Addressing the session, new FANA president and

KUNA Chairman Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij Al-Ibrahim
Al-Sabah said that the media is facing tremendous
challenges due to the accelerating changes and devel-
opments in the Arab World.

The present stage creates colossal responsibilities
and burdens that prompt more unity and cooperation
to face challenges and risks, he said. The Arab media
has plenty of expertise and efficiencies, yet there is a
dire need to make the best investment of the avail-
able potential and to exchange views and ideas, he
said. Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij stressed the need for an

“enlightened renewable and variant (media) dis-
course” based on creativity, to target people as a
major goal, especially youth, the national wealth of
the Arabs. He called for getting closer to them, inter-
acting with their thoughts, to offer them media con-
tent that promotes their thinking, skills and creativity.

Youth have been targeted through bizarre
thoughts that sought to attract them to violence,
extremism and terrorism, which came to form the
biggest challenge for the security and stability of
many world countries, Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij said.
He added that Kuwait was the target of despicable
acts of terrorism at the end of the last century.

The country has recently been hit by terrorist
attacks that were all failure thanks to the State’s wise
leadership and unity and cohesion of the Kuwaiti peo-
ple who stood united in the face of threats to their
nation. In the meantime, Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij
called the Arab news agencies for broader support to
development in the Arab countries, through urging
people to take part and interact with these efforts. He
expressed thanks to SPA chief Abdullah bin Fahd Al-
Hussein for his sincere efforts during his two-year
tenure as FANA president, and also to the federation’s
secretary general Farid Ayar.

The 43rd Conference of FANA General Assembly,
23-26 November, discusses a multitude of topics, such
as cooperation among the member agencies, staff
training, and agreements with regional and interna-
tional counterparts. — KUNA

News plays major role in forming
Arab citizens’ thoughts: Minister

KUWAIT: Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah attends the opening of 43rd
Conference of the General Assembly of the Federation of Arab News Agencies (FANA). — KUNA

KUWAIT: Alghanim Industries, one of the
largest private companies in the region, has
announced its sponsorship for the 32rd
annual conference of the National Union of
Kuwaiti Students (NUKS) USA Branch, the
conference will take place from the 25th to
the 28th of November in San
Diego, California, under the
slogan of “Awakening Kuwait’s
Dream”. 

Senior Director - Corporate
Strategy, BD, and M&A at
Alghanim Industries, Dari Al-
Reshaid Al-Bader said: “We, at
Alghanim Industries, value the
role of education in develop-
ing the economy, and finding
creative solutions for the chal-
lenges we face today. We seek
to always be present in events
that improve education and
raise the standard for Kuwaiti students, such
as the annual conference of the National
Union of Kuwaiti Students (NUKS).” 

He added: “This conference gathers
Kuwaiti students from all areas of the United
States. Students enjoy it as a social activity,
while we see it as an important opportunity
to reach the maximum number of our spe-
cial students. As part of our sponsorship this
year, we will host a private workshop for
merit scholars in the US, where we present

to them different potential career paths and
opportunities, with a few tips that will guide
them in starting successful careers.
Alghanim Industries will also sponsor a pan-
el discussion entitled ‘She’s a Leader’ on
women in leadership positions. In addition

to that, we will have our
employees present to answer
students’ questions about the
company, and the opportuni-
ties to be part of Alghanim
Industries. I am also excited to
announce that I will be on the
judging panel of the ‘Business
Startup’ competition, taking
place during the conference. 

In 2014, Alghanim
Industries launched “Alghanim
Industries Future Leaders
Program” (AFLP) that extends
over 12 months, and is

designed to provide recent, high-potential
Kuwaiti graduates with a comprehensive
introduction to the different businesses and
support functions in Alghanim Industries,
including world-class training and develop-
ment activities. The company also offers
summer internship opportunities for cur-
rent university students, offering them
exposure to the private sector culture and
gain work experience during their summer
holiday.

KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah met the visiting Vice-President
of Nicaragua General Moises Omar Halleslevens
Acevedo at Bayan Palace yesterday. The two
sides discussed ways to strengthen relations
between the two countries in all aspects in addi-
tion to issues of common concern. 

The meeting was held in presence of the
assistant Foreign Minister for the Americas’

affairs, Ambassador Reem Mohammad Al-
Khaled, and Adviser Tariq Al-Bannai from the
Foreign Minister office and number of ministry
officials. Later, Acevedo visited the National
Assembly, and was received by Acting Speaker
Abdullah Al-Tamimi and senior officials. He also
visited the Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, where he was received by the
Chamber’s chairman Ali Thunaian Al-Ghanem
and several other senior officials. — KUNA

KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah meets Nicaragua’s VP General Moises Omar Halleslevens Acevedo. — KUNA
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Alghanim Industries sponsors
NUKS USA 32nd annual conference

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunications
company in Kuwait, announced its Platinum spon-
sorship of the 32nd annual conference of the
National Union of Kuwaiti Students in the United
States (NUKS USA), which is set to be held from
the 25th - 29th November 2015 in San Diego,
California, under the patronage and attendance of
HE the Minster of Education and Minster of Higher
Education Dr Bader Al-Essa. 

Zain’s support to this prestigious event for over
12 years comes in line with the company’s keen-
ness on providing young Kuwaitis whom are
studying abroad with an annual opportunity to
meet with national role models and country lead-
ers who have had a significant impact on the
country’s political, social, and economic pursuits.

The company’s presence in the event conveys
its enthusiasm to interact with the future genera-
tions of Kuwaiti nationals, especially those who
pursue their education abroad, as the NUKS USA
conference is one of the largest gatherings of
Kuwaiti students outside of Kuwait. The distinctive

event appeals to students on both an intellectual
and social level and it serves as an open forum for
them to exchange opinions and views regarding
important domestic issues with the presence of
distinguished figures from the Kuwaiti society.
Zain will be organizing a number of cultural and
sporting activities to enrich this year’s NUKS USA
program, including two football tournaments for
male and female students, an honoring ceremony
to recognize top performing students, as well as a
special participation in the event’s careers fair to
interact with graduates.  Zain sees its annual par-
ticipation in the conference as part of its responsi-
bility as a leading national company to help pro-
vide bright and enthusiastic young Kuwaitis who
are looking to enter the job market with suitable
career development opportunities. 

Participating in this event affirms Zain’s role as
a leading national company that takes the devel-
opment of young people seriously, with the ulti-
mate intention to induce positive change within
the Kuwaiti society.

Zain Platinum Sponsor of NUKS
USA 32nd annual conference

Dari Al-Reshaid 
Al-Bader


