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Iam trying to be realistic, objective and reasonable in
what I am writing because I know that it will be
shocking as well as contradicting with age-old non-

negotiable beliefs and taboos. Is Israel an enemy? Is ani-
mosity stable or changeable? Is it controlled by and
subject to certain situations, circumstances, attitudes
and interests?  

Arab hostility to Israel started even before establish-
ing Israel, when powerful resourceful Arab countries at
that time fought some Jewish militia gangs in Palestine,
and yet those gangs managed to defeat the well-armed
armies of seven Arab countries. International interven-
tion was then resorted to in order to resolve the dispute
over Palestinian territories between Arabs and the Jews.
However, the ‘mighty’ Arabs rejected the division proj-
ect, and thus granted the Jews a second victory.
Consequently, the state of Israel was founded and
declared and was recognized by the world except for
Arab countries and other ones that later on found no
alternative other than recognizing it. 

Whose enemy is Israel? Is it the enemy of all Arab
states?  Well, Palestinians have every right to antagonize
Israel because they occupied their lands. We do support
and assist them in every possible way we can and that it
the maximum, and nothing more, Arab countries are

expected to do. 
After seven whole decades, as Arabs, who is our real

enemy today? Do all Arab states have only one enemy
or each country or group of countries have an enemy
who might most probably be a dear friend of another?
The first step towards reform in the Arab world is to
alienate the Arab nationalism concepts because facts
deny them and those who believe they still exist are
delusional. 

Take Kuwait, for an example. Is Israel a real enemy of
it? Has it ever invaded it? Has it fought it? Has it killed its
citizens? The answer to all the above questions is a big
fat NO. Why does Kuwait consider Israel as an enemy
while it deals with Iraq, that already invaded and occu-
pied it, as a friend, brother and neighbor? I do not wish
that Kuwait antagonizes Iraq. On the contrary, it made
the right decision because animosity is constantly
changeable, particularly in politics where yesterday’s
enemy can be today’s friend and today’s friend might
become tomorrow’s enemy. This is a real fact. 

The bottom line is that Israel is not Arabs’ enemy and
Arab countries have to individually get rid of the Arab
nation’s complex and make their own individual deci-
sions independently. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times
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Some of us take whatever is in Western media as
undeniable and irrefutable facts. Well, they can-
not be more wrong. The famous American news-

magazine Newsweek carried a feature story wondering
about the reasons of Western media prejudice against
Arabs and GCC nationals, including strong criticism of
death sentences issued in Saudi Arabia (noting that the
death penalty is used in the US), though there were
only 175 cases in a year. The story said that the very
same media turned a blind eye to a regional country
that executed 700 within six months only. The maga-
zine went on with comparisons between similar inci-
dents that happened in regional Arab and non-Arab
countries and how the former was covered, highlighted
and severely criticized, while the same media kept
silent about those taking place in the latter.

In 2007, scores of some American university profes-
sors and their students made a meticulous survey
about news published in American and Western media
in the years 2005 and 2006. According to a book pub-
lished later including the survey results, the media were
banned from approaching news stories that would
harm the interests of major companies like that of Dick
Cheney that had been secretly selling atomic technolo-
gy to a regional country it had been publically calling
to boycott. 

In addition, Donald Rumsfeld’s company, Gilead
Sciences, might be the one behind creating a state of
avian flu panic in order to sell the vaccines it manufac-
tures. The study showed that the Congo wars that
claimed over seven million lives in the most brutal ways
were not waged over political or racial disputes as the
press claims. Those wars were rather waged to enable
mega companies take over natural resources such as
diamonds, tin, copper, gold, and most importantly,
coltan and niobium, which are very essential rare earth
elements in the mobile phone industry. 

Western media taboo lists are long and reflect preju-
dice and bias over the interests of mega companies and
establishments. In fact it was the World Bank that actu-
ally financed building the apartheid barrier in the West
Bank, neglecting stories about the toll of civilian vic-
tims of air strikes in Iraq, torturing prisoners to death in
Afghanistan, IMF’s mistake in Iraq that totally destroyed
its economy, the truth about the danger of genetically
modified foods and some common agricultural pesti-
cides, reports about the reason behind the collapse of
the New York towers, destroying the Amazon forest,
creating the death squads that were transported from
Latin America to some Middle East countries, the Red
Cross’ silence about many anti-humanity crimes it wit-
nessed, etc. 

Finally, that report said that some insignificant silly
reports, such as celebrities’ marriages and individual
crimes, are often published to distract the public and
cover up more serious incidents simultaneously taking
place that are meant to go unnoticed. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

Crime
R e p o r t

Duo arrested for
attacking police

KUWAIT: Two policemen were beaten by two brothers
who were in an abnormal condition in Saad Al-Abdullah.
Both were arrested and charged with drunkenness and
attacking policemen on duty.

Couple assaulted
A citizen called police and told them that three persons he
knows stopped and pulled him out of his car in Maidan
Hawally then beat him in front of his wife, who was verbally
insulted. The trio then fled. Hawally detectives were asked
to arrest the suspects.

Search for offender
A female citizen accused a man of insulting her when
he ran into her accidently in Jabriya, and lodged a com-
plaint at the police station. She told police she had ear-
lier disputes with the man. The woman gave police the
man’s phone number. The man was contacted and
asked to go to the police station, but he refused.
Detectives were then ordered to arrest him.

Apartment robbed
Ahmadi detectives are looking for a thief who broke into
an apartment and stole seven passports, KD 4,000 in cash
and five gold bracelets. The apartment is located in Fintas.
Police are working on the case.

Syrian man swindled
A Egyptian man promised a Syrian national that he can
get a visa for his wife and children for KD 3,500. The
man took the money and disappeared, however, lead-
ing the Syrian national to file a complaint at Jahra
police station. 

Electronic media law

‘Exit system’ for
expat workers soon
KUWAIT: The Manpower Public Authority is cur-
rently working on finding a mechanism to apply
the exit documentation system for expatriate
workers in the private sector who plan to travel
outside. The system requires workers to obtain
written permissions from their superiors and relat-
ed human resources departments before they can
travel for any reason. The manpower authority is
serious about plans to apply the system as soon as
possible, Acting Director General Ahmad Al-Mousa
said, adding that the system is already applied in
the public sector as well as in the private sector in
some other Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) coun-
tries. — Al-Rai

Account hacked
A man complained against a ‘hacker’ who withdrew KD
1,000 from his bank account. The hacker bought goods
from a site and paid KD 1,000 through the victim’s account.
Police are investigating.

Ex-wife charged
A citizen accused his ex-wife of damaging his car,
smashing its windows, and stealing personal belong-
ings, according to his complaint at Qairawan police sta-
tion. He told police that his ex-wife threatened to harm
him due to earlier disputes. The woman will be ques-
tioned about the charges.

Fight
Hawally police brought a fight that broke out at a com-
puter store under control. A customer wanted to return
a computer, but the salesman refused to refund the
money. The citizen had bought the computer a week
earlier and wanted to return it, but an argument
ensued that evolved into exchanging blows, and the
citizen destroyed some computer sets in the store.
Police took both sides to Nugra police station for fur-
ther investigations. — Al-Rai

KUWAIT: Al-Zour North Company plans to carry out the
initial public offering (IPO) for the initial phase of the North
Zour Power Plant project by the end of next summer in
coordination with the government, a senior government
source said.

According to the IPO, 50 percent of the project’s shares
will be distributed to citizens, while the investor’s share
stands at 40 percent while the government’s at 10 percent.
As of now, the first part of the initial phase, which includes
building three units with an electricity production capacity

of 750 megawatts a day, has already been completed. The
plant’s current production covers nearly 12 percent of
Kuwait’s total electricity production, the source said.

The investor’s share in the North Zoor electricity
generation and water desalination plant is owned by a
consor t ium of  companies  that  includes  ENGIE ,
Sumitomo Corporat ion,  and Abdul lah Al -Hamad
Alsagar and Bros Company. The government currently
owns 60 percent of the plant’s shares, and is required to
place 50 in the IPO. — Al-Rai

North Zour IPO by
next summer’s end

KD 154 million to
establish ‘Abdali

Warehouses Company’
KUWAIT: At a time when the government is preparing two
decisions about increasing state property fees and gas
prices, it also agreed to establish a new shareholding com-
pany to run a planned free trade zone and sites allocated
for customs’ warehouses in Abdali to the North of Kuwait,
said high-ranking ministerial sources. 

The sources explained that the cabinet agreed during
its meeting Monday to allocate the KD 154 million as initial
founding capital, out of a total capital of KD 610 million, to
complete the executive phases of establishing the new
company in four steps. 

The sources added that according to a law approved by
the cabinet, 50 percent of the company’s shares will be
owned by Kuwaiti citizens through an initial public offer-
ing, 26 percent by a strategic partner and 24 percent for
the government. The cabinet also asked the finance minis-
ter, the Investment Authority and the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry to take the needed measures con-
cerning rent values, lease contracts’ duration and the
requirements of running the free trade zone. — Al-Anbaa 

Payroll alternative
amendments discussed
KUWAIT: The parliament’s human resources devel-
opment committee discussed amendments on the
strategic alternative project for the public sector’s
payroll. The committee said in a statement following
its meeting Monday that 80 percent of state employ-
ees will benefit from the project by increasing their
salaries. However, a memo prepared by the commit-
tee said that jobs with high salaries will not be raised.

The committee said there are four proposed
amendments made by a company that the govern-
ment assigned to prepare the project. They include
adding senior posts to the categories covered by
the project, avoid reducing the salary of any state
employee, in addition to re-categorizing salaries so
that the basic salary will be decreased, while other
allocations are increased for new employees. The
annual increase of salaries shall be linked with the
consumer price indicator, the company said. The
project aims to achieve more justice and trans-
parency in the public sector’s payroll system, as
well as manage salary increase and encourage high
performance, as the current payroll structure is
often blamed for killing competitiveness in the
public sector.  — Al-Qabas

‘Receipts’
condition strikes
consumer loans 

KUWAIT: A considerable falloff has been recorded in
the number of bank clients applying to get con-
sumer loans in view of new conditions set by the
Central Bank of Kuwait, and mandate applicants to
provide receipts and bills explaining how they spent
their loans. According to official banking sources,
local banks’ indicators specify that consumer bank
loans have dropped noticeably over the months of
September, October and November. “The Central
Bank’s September monthly report due to be issued
by the end of this month will show this,” said the
sources, pointing out that the last report was issued
in August. 

Furthermore, the sources stressed that this fall
would affect loans’ development and, consequently,
local banks’ profits for the coming year if the Central
Bank kept its strict policy in this regard. 

Decline
In this regard, a local bank’s credit manager said

that the number of clients applying to get consumer
loans has been declining, especially when applicants
are told about the Central Bank’s condition, and
when warned that they should take those conditions
seriously in order to avoid being deprived of the
right to get any future loans if they violate the condi-
tions or produce forged bills. 

Moreover, the sources stressed that the Central
Bank had surprised leading local bankers during a
recent meeting by inquiring about and emphasizing
the need to put the receipts and bills’ condition into
practice. “We have thought that this was another
routine request the Central Bank would not insist on
activating. But to our surprise, it turned out to be a
priority and that non-complying clients would actu-
ally be blacklisted,” stressed the sources, noting that
banks and financing companies had not been con-
cerned with clients’ personal information about how
they spend their loans because it falls under clients’
personal information and freedom. — Al-Anbaa 

KUWAIT: Statistics of those who
committed suicide in Kuwait
rang the danger bells  as 62
expatriates and three citizens
ended their  l ives during 11
months since the start of 2015.
Data showed that maids are the
most committing suicide, while
13 women killed themselves in
the same period.  Statistics
showed that 60 percent of those
who committed suicide are
aged between 19 to 35 years,
while the means of suicide var-
ied between jumping from high
places, taking large amount of
medicine, ingesting poison, cut-
ting wrists and others. A securi-
ty source said the interior min-
istry is working on rehabilitating
policemen to deal and negoti-
ate with those who attempt sui-
cide. — Al-Qabas

Suicide stats show alarming rise


