
JERUSALEM: US Secretary of State John
Kerry expressed strong support for Israel
and condemned a wave of Palestinian
attacks yesterday as he met Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu to try to ease weeks of
violence. Arriving with scant hopes for a
major breakthrough, Kerry discussed with
Netanyahu ways of calming tensions and
did the same later in the day with
Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas in
Ramallah. “Clearly, no people anywhere
should live with daily violence, with attacks
in the streets, with knives, with scissors, cars,”
Kerry told reporters at Netanyahu’s office
ahead of talks with the Israeli prime minister.

“And it is very clear to us that terrorism,
these acts of terrorism, deserve the condem-
nation that they are receiving and today I
express my complete condemnation for any
act of terror that takes innocent lives.” Kerry
also mentioned American victims of the
attacks, with at least three US citizens - two
with dual citizenship and one from Kerry’s
home state of Massachusetts - killed in the
wave of violence that began on Oct 1.

He however made no mention of resolv-
ing the larger Israeli-Palestinian conflict in
his remarks before the meeting amid US
pessimism over whether significant negotia-
tions can take place before President Barack
Obama leaves office in little over a year.
After the talks with Netanyahu ended, Kerry
spokesman John Kirby said that the two dis-
cussed Syria and the Islamic State group as
well as “steps that can be taken to stop the
violence in Israel, Jerusalem and the West
Bank”.

The lack of specifics, at least publicly,
regarding the Palestinians will likely disap-
point Abbas, with Palestinian officials saying
in the run up to yesterday’s meeting that
they were hoping Kerry would pressure
Netanyahu. Palestine Liberation
Organisation secretary-general Saeb Erekat
told AFP in an interview Monday that if
nothing concrete comes out of the meet-
ings with Kerry, the Palestinians could move
forward on changing longstanding links

with Israel, including security
coordination.The violence has left 92
Palestinians dead, including one Arab Israeli,
as well as 17 Israelis -including the two
Israeli-Americans - one American and an
Eritrean. Many of the Palestinians killed have
been alleged attackers, while others were
shot during demonstrations and clashes
with Israeli security forces.

Lone-Wolf Attacks 
The violence continued as Kerry arrived

yesterday, when a Palestinian rammed a
vehicle into Israeli troops at a junction south
of Nablus in the occupied West Bank,
wounding four before being shot. The stab-
bings, shootings and car rammings have
mainly been carried out by so-called “lone
wolf” attackers who have defied Abbas’s
calls for peaceful resistance to Israel’s occu-
pation. Many of them have been young peo-
ple, including teenagers, reflecting anger
and lost hope over Israel’s occupation, the
Palestinians’ fractured leadership and the
complete lack of progress in peace efforts,
some analysts say.

Kerry said he was “here today to talk to
the prime minister about ways we can work
together, all of us in the international com-
munity, to push back against terrorism, to
push back against senseless violence”. He
said he wanted “to find a way forward to
restore calm and to begin to provide oppor-
tunities that most reasonable people in
every part of the world are seeking for
themselves and their families.”

Netanyahu has come under pressure to
tighten security and on Monday he
announced stricter controls on Palestinian
vehicles and an increase in so-called “bypass
roads,” which create separate routes for
Palestinians and Israeli settlers. During a visit
on Monday to a West Bank settlement that
has been the scene of numerous attacks, he
also said work permits would be withdrawn
for families of alleged attackers and pledged
there would be “no limits” on the powers of
Israeli soldiers in the territory. — AFP

CAIRO: Islamic State’s Egyptian branch claimed
responsibility for a bombing that killed at least
seven people in a hotel in North Sinai yesterday
where judges overseeing a parliamentary elec-
tion were staying. A militant tried to drive a car
bomb into the hotel in the provincial capital al-
Arish before security forces opened fire, caus-
ing the car to explode, the military and a wit-
ness said. A suicide bomber broke into the
hotel restaurant and blew himself up and a
gunman entered the guest rooms area and
killed a judge, they said. Seventeen people
were wounded, the Health Ministry said.

“A brother ... seeking martyrdom hit with his
car bomb the security force protecting the
Swiss (Inn) hotel where 50 judges were staying,
only to be followed by a lion ... who broke into
the judges’ base with his automatic weapon ...
then blew up his explosive belt among them,”

Sinai Province said in a statement circulated by
its followers on Twitter.

The group has carried out similar attacks in
the region as part of its bid to topple the Cairo
government. It said two of its members carried
out the attack. The Interior Ministry said there
were two attackers but the military and a wit-
ness said there were three militants. It was not
immediately possible to clarify the contradic-
tion. Two judges, four policemen and a civilian
were killed, the Interior Ministry said. The mili-
tary said the three militants were killed.

The blasts followed Monday’s second round
of voting in Egypt’s parliamentary election.
Egyptian elections are monitored by the judici-
ar y with judges running poll ing stations,
observing the voting and counting ballots.
“This brutal incident is a failed attempt to hin-
der the state from building its institution but

we assure all that it will increase the drive and
insistence of the armed forces and the Interior
Ministry to weed out the roots of terrorism in
North Sinai,” a military statement read.

The attack happened early in the morning
and started with the car bomb, Swiss Inn
manager Mohamed Mahana told Reuters.
“The security forces shot the suicide bomber
and his car and his tyres blew up but he kept
driving until he got to the hotel entrance then
the explosion happened. It was huge.” A sec-
ond suicide bomber came in through the
beach and into the hotel restaurant, breaking
its window, before blowing himself up, said
Mahana. The restaurant was empty. “A third
attacker sneaked into the hotel through the
side where the guest rooms are and shot
passersby, killing one judge, before a security
official shot him.” — Reuters 
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RIYADH: Bahrain this week jailed a freelance
photographer for 10 years and stripped him of
his nationality after convicting him of terrorism,
the media rights group Reporters sans Frontiers
said yesterday. Sayed Ahmed Al-Mousawi was
accused of giving mobile phone SIM cards to
demonstrators and taking photographs of anti-
government protests, RSF reported. A report on
Bahrain News Agency late on Monday quoted
Prosecution Advocate General Ahmed Al-
Hammadi as saying the High Court had sen-
tenced three defendants to 15 years in prison
and three to 10 years for setting up and joining a
terrorist cell. None of those sentenced were
named and it was not clear if Mousawi was
among them.

It quoted him as saying they had trained to
make explosives, conducted illegal rallies, pos-
sessed petrol bombs, committed forgery for the
purpose of terrorism and attempted murder in
2013 and 2014. The island kingdom, which hosts
the US Fifth Fleet in the Gulf, has experienced
sporadic unrest since mass protests in 2011 led
by majority Shiites demanding reforms and a
bigger role in government.

The government denies opposition charges it
discriminates against Shiites and says the opposi-
tion has a sectarian agenda and is backed by
Shiite power Iran, a charge Tehran and Shiite
groups deny. In a separate case reviewed by the
same court, a judge sentenced 16 defendants to
15 years in prison and three others to 10 years,
BNA quoted Hammadi as saying. On Nov 16,
Bahrain jailed 12 people and revoked their citi-
zenship for carrying out bomb attacks on police

in 2013 and 2014, it said.
Separately, Bahrain criticized as misleading a

Human Rights Watch report accusing the king-
dom’s authorities of torturing detainees during
interrogation and granting security officials
impunity. The report, published Monday, is “mis-
leading, unbalanced and controversial,” said
Information Minister Isa Al-Hammadi in remarks
on BNA. It is “based on false information.” Bahrain
has established “independent national watch-
dogs to probe any alleged illegal practices involv-
ing detainees, inmates or others,” said Hammadi,
adding that such action is taken “seriously” by the
kingdom. 

“We have a clear policy of cooperation with
international organizations which are willing to
do so,” he said, adding that “Bahrain is no need for
politicized watchdogs which work through an
agenda,” apparently referring to HRW. New York-
based HRW has said regulatory bodies set up
after the 2011 to end torture in interrogation and
detention facilities “lack independence”.

HRW spoke of cases of physical torture amid
a “complete lack of accountability for the abuse
of detainees”. It said it interviewed 10 detainees
“who said they endured coercive interrogations”
by authorities. In another statement on BNA,
the government said it was “reviewing” the con-
tent of HRW’s report, “including a series of
anonymous allegations it contains, and recom-
mendations.” It urged HRW to provide the three
institutions, controlled by the interior ministry
and public prosecutor, “with sufficient informa-
tion to enable them to conduct effective investi-
gations.”  — Agencies 
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ALGIERS: A fire sparked by an electrical
fault killed 18 African migrants, including
children, and injured 50 others yesterday
at a camp in Algeria, officials said. The
blaze began before dawn at the camp
housing more than 650 migrants in
Ouargla, 800 km southeast of Algiers,
Colonel Farouk Achour of the emergency
services said. Two children and three
women were among the victims, the offi-
cial Algerian news agency APS said.
Several hours later the nationalities of
the victims were still not known. “The fire
broke out at 3:00 am (0200 GMT), killing
18 people and wounding 43,” Achour
said by telephone.

A source at the emergency services
later put the number of injured at 50. The
president of the Algerian Red Crescent,
Saida Benhabiles, said the fire was
sparked by a short circuit. “A short circuit
triggered the explosion of a heater and
the fire,” Benhabiles told AFP. She said
that 27 people were still being treated in
hospital. The emergency services rushed
to the scene to extinguish the fire.
Authorities have opened an investiga-
tion. President Abdelaziz Bouteflika also
dispatched the interior and health minis-
ters, Noureddine Bedoui and
Abdelmalek Boudiaf, to Ouargla to follow
up on the situation, APS reported.

The foreign ministry set up a crisis cell
to “monitor the situation and identify the
victims”, a statement said. Since a 2011
uprising tipped Libya into chaos, Algeria,
which has long borders with Mali and
Niger, has become a top North African
destination for sub-Saharans seeking a
better life.

Thousands Deported 
Benhabiles said that more than 4,000

migrants from Niger have been returned
to their country by Algeria since 2014.
She said that 400 more migrants were
due to be sent back to Niger from
Ouargla, but it was not clear if any of

them were from the camp hit by the
blaze. The migrants at the camp were
housed in a warehouse set up by the
authorities last year where thousands of
people, namely from Mali and Niger,
have sought refuge.

According to Benhabiles, the migrants
are free to come and go from the camp.
“They are constantly on the move. One
day there could be 2,000 (migrants) and
the next they are 200,” she said. “We don’t
lock up people as they do elsewhere.”
Oil-rich Algeria has been a magnet for
sub-Saharan Africans who use it as a
transit stop as they attempt to reach
Europe. Migrants who first arrive in

Algeria often congregate in the deep
southern town of Tamanrasset, near the
borders with Mali and Niger, before mov-
ing to cities further north to eke out a liv-
ing.

Women and children can often be
seen begging on the streets.
Newspapers have carried reports of the
harsh conditions faced by migrants in
Algeria, including several cases of
women being raped. Algeria passed a
law in 2009 stipulating that anyone con-
victed of illegal migration can face up to
six months in detention while people-
smugglers can be jailed for up to 20
years. — AFP 
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AL-ARISH, Egypt: A man stands next to an ambulance outside the Swiss Inn hotel in this Egyptian town in the Sinai peninsula, fol-
lowing an attack on the hotel yesterday. — AFP 

ANKARA: Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu yesterday unveiled a new cabinet
stacked with loyal allies of President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, including his son-in-law who
was named energy minister. Davutoglu won
approval for his cabinet at a meeting with
Erdogan and the Turkish strongman is expected
to keep tight control over the government. The
announcement of the new lineup comes after
the snap November 1 election where the ruling
Justice and Development Party (AKP) co-found-
ed by Erdogan stunningly regained the majori-
ty it had unexpectedly lost in a June vote.

There had been considerable interest in
whether Erdogan’s son-in-law Berat Albayrak
would be in the cabinet after unconfirmed
reports that Davutoglu was opposed to his pres-
ence in the government. Another longstanding
Erdogan ally, Binali Yildirim, was named trans-
port minister but there was no space in the cab-
inet for former deputy premier Ali Babacan, a
trusted figure in global financial markets.

Former finance minister Mehmet Simsek,
another key economic figure seen as reassuring
to the markets, was appointed deputy prime
minister and is expected to take over Babacan’s
role. Albayrak was until late 2013 the chief exec-
utive of the Calik Holding conglomerate but has
more recently been writing economic commen-
taries in pro-government newspapers. Erdogan
is considered very close to the Albayrak family,
in particular Berat Albayrak’s father Sadik.
Several world leaders attended the marriage of
Berat Albayrak to the president’s elder daughter
Esra Erdogan in July 2004.

In a short speech before he announced the
new cabinet, Davutoglu said the new govern-
ment would focus on achieving structural
reforms over the next four years. The new gov-
ernment has several familiar faces from the AKP

government that had been in power until the
June election. Mevlut Cavusoglu, a figure seen
as reassuring for the United States and the
European Union, returned to his former post as
foreign minister, while Efkan Ala also returned
to the cabinet as interior minister.

Two women ministers will be serving in the
new cabinet: Family and social policies minis-
ter Sema Ramazanoglu and environment min-
ister Fatma Guldemet Sari.  The November
result was a huge personal victory for Erdogan,

who may now be able to secure enough sup-
port for his controversial ambitions to expand
his role into a powerful US-style executive
presidency. However the AKP still does not
command the two-thirds majority needed to
change the constitution without support from
other parties or a popular referendum. Turkey
is facing a renewed conflict between the state
and Kurdish separatists as well as a wave of
bloody attacks blamed on Is lamic State
jihadists. — AFP 
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ANKARA: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (left) meets Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu yesterday. — AFP 

Kerry slams Palestinian 
attacks, meets Israel PM

JERUSALEM: Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (right) meets US
Secretary of State John Kerry during a meeting at the prime minister’s office
yesterday. — AP 


