
CHICAGO: The Muslim teenager
arrested when a teacher mistook his
homemade clock for a bomb threat-
ened to sue his school and the town of
Irving, Texas for $15 million, his lawyer
said Monday. Ahmed Mohamed, 14,
became an overnight sensation in
September after his sister tweeted a
photo of the aspiring inventor stand-

ing in handcuffs while wearing a t-shirt
with the US space agency NASA’s logo.
President Barack Obama joined a surge
of public support by congratulating
the teen on his skills and inviting him
to bring the clock to the White House
in what was seen as a pointed rebuke
to school and police officials amid
accusations of Islamophobia.

Invitations poured in from
Facebook, Google, the United Nations
and Mohamed later tweeted photos of
visits to Makkah, New York, Sudan and
Qatar. But his lawyer insists there was a
dark side to his fame, which caused
“severe psychological trauma”, accord-
ing to a letter notifying the city and
school district of his demands. The son

of Sudanese immigrants who lived in a
Dallas suburb, the young robotics fan
brought in a homemade clock to
impress a new teacher at MacArthur
High School.

Instead, Mohamed was accused of
trying to scare people with a hoax
bomb and escorted from the school in
handcuffs. His lawyers insist that the
school, police force and city officials
violated Mohamed’s rights by wrong-
fully accusing and detaining him and
then decided to “trash” him when the
media got wind of the story. “Ahmed
clearly was singled out because of his
race, national origin and religion,”

attorney Kelly Hollingsworth wrote.
The letter noted that Irving Mayor

Beth Van Duyne called the clock a
“hoax bomb” during an appearance on
the Glenn Beck television show and
nodded as Beck and his other guest
called the story “an influence opera-
tion” in furtherance of a coming “civi-
lization jihad”. “Not only was this dan-
gerous ‘baiting’ that destroyed any
chance the Mohamed family ever had
of being truly safe and secure in the
United States, but it was also defama-
tory,” his lawyers wrote.

The family received threatening
emails and left their home after their

address was publicized. They eventual-
ly moved to Qatar after Mohamed was
offered a generous scholarship. His
attorneys are seeking $5 million in
damages from the school district and
$10 million from the city of Irving and
said they will file a civil suit if they do
not receive a reply within 60 days.
Hollingsworth said Ahmed and his
younger siblings have found schools in
Qatar, but his older sisters, who are 17
and 18, have not. “Ahmed is very grati-
fied by all of the support that he has
received, but just like his siblings and
his parents, he misses Texas. It is his
home,” Hollingsworth said. — Agencies 

WASHINGTON: In this Oct 20, 2015 file photo, Ahmed Mohamed, a 14-year-old high school student
who was arrested after he brought a homemade clock to his Irving, Texas high school to show his
teachers and was later accused of having a “hoax bomb”, speaks during a press conference on
Capitol Hill. — AFP 
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Texas student arrested over clock seeks $15m
Teen scarred by ‘psychological trauma’

ATHENS: A bomb exploded outside
the offices of a Greek business federa-
tion in central Athens yesterday, badly
damaging the nearby Cypriot
Embassy but causing no injuries,
police officials said. The blast, which
police believe was carried out by
domestic guerrilla groups, is the first
such incident since leftist Prime
Minister Alexis Tsipras came to power
in January. There was no immediate
claim of responsibility. Attacks against
banks, politicians and business peo-
ple are not uncommon in Greece,
which has a long history of political

violence and has been mired in its
worst economic crisis in decades.

The device, triggered by a timer
and placed in a backpack near the
entrance of the Hellenic Business
Federation offices, went off around
3:30 a.m. (0130 GMT ) in central
Athens, close to parliament in
Syntagma Square. An anonymous
caller warned a newspaper some 30
minutes earlier, a police official said
on condition of anonymity. The
Cypriot Embassy, across the street
from the business federation, bore
the brunt of the damage. Police said

they had no evidence to indicate the
embassy was a target.

“Our embassy absorbed the full
impact of the blast. All the exterior
windows were blown out and there is
incalculable damage to the interior
from the ground floor to the sixth
floor,” Cypriot Ambassador to Athens
Kyriakos Kenevezos told state news
agency CNA. Four other buildings
were damaged, with glass from
smashed windows strewn across the
streets. “I heard it, it made me dizzy
because it was so loud,” said Kostas
Papalogizopoulos, who was working
the night shift at a kiosk across the
street.

Police cordoned off a two-block
area surrounding the building and
bomb disposal squads were examin-
ing the scene. Video from a security
camera at a nearby building recorded
two people wearing dark clothes and
helmets leaving the scene on a
motorcycle at high speed, a police
official told Reuters. Police were
checking other cameras in the area.

Makeshift bomb and arson attacks
have escalated in Greece since 2010,
when it first adopted unpopular austeri-
ty measures such as tax rises, wage and
pension cuts in exchange for multi-bil-
lion-euro bailouts by the European
Union and the IMF. In July, Athens
agreed to further rounds of austerity
under its third bailout. Tsipras’ govern-
ment condemned the attack. — Reuters 
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damages Cypriot Embassy

US issues travel 

warning in wake 

of Paris attacks

WASHINGTON: Americans should be alert to
the possible travel risks, especially during the
holidays, following increased threats from mili-
tant groups around the world, the State
Department has warned. A travel alert, which is
to be in effect until Feb 24, said current informa-
tion suggests that militants with the Islamic
State, Al-Qaeda, Boko Haram and other groups
continue to plan attacks in multiple regions. US
authorities said the likelihood of such attacks
will continue as members of IS return from Syria
and Iraq, and other individuals not affiliated
with terror groups engage in violence on their
own.

Extremists have targeted sporting events,
theaters, open markets and aviation targets.  In
the past year, there have been multiple attacks
in France, Nigeria, Denmark, Lebanon, Turkey
and Mali. IS has claimed responsibility for the
Oct 31 bombing of a Russian airliner in Egypt,
killing 224 people. “US citizens should exercise
vigilance when in public places or using trans-
portation,” said the alert released Monday. “Be
aware of immediate surroundings and avoid
large crowds or crowded places.  Exercise partic-
ular caution during the holiday season and at
holiday festivals or events,” it said.

The State Department said the US is exchang-
ing information with allies about threats of inter-
national terrorism. The travel alert was issued the
same day that Belgium’s prime minister
announced that Brussels would remain at the
highest alert level for at least another week. The
increased security measures following the Nov
13 attacks in Paris that killed 130 people have
virtually shut down the Belgian capital. — AP 

ATHENS: A police forensic officer takes notes outside Greece’s industry
association offices after a bomb exploded early yesterday, causing dam-
age as well to the Cypriot embassy (right). — AFP 


