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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan was set to execute a disabled
man today as activists said it was nearing its 300th
hanging in under a year, and Amnesty International
slammed Islamabad for “shamefully sealing its place
among the world’s worst executioners”.

The execution of Abdul Basit, a paraplegic who
was convicted of murder in 2009, has already been
postponed several times after rights groups raised
concerns about how a wheelchair-bound man would
mount the scaffold. A prison official confirmed to AFP
that it has been scheduled again for Wednesday
morning. “His family has been informed,” the official
said on condition of anonymity, adding that a final
meeting between Basit and his relatives had been
arranged for late yesterday.

Pakistan’s Human Rights Commission said it had
written to Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif seeking to stay
the execution, adding that prison authorities were still
awaiting an answer from the government on how to

proceed with the hanging. In a statement yesterday,
Amnesty said it had recorded 299 executions in
Pakistan since the death penalty was controversially
reinstated following a Taliban mass killing at a school
in Peshawar last December.  “Pakistan will imminently
have executed 300 people since it lifted a moratorium
on executions, shamefully sealing its place among the
world’s worst executioners,” the statement said.

Forty-five people were executed in October alone,
Amnesty said, making it the deadliest month since
the moratorium was lifted. No official figures are avail-
able. The rights group Reprieve told AFP yesterday
that by its tally the number of executions has just
passed 300, while other local activists said the figure
was below 260. “Pakistan’s ongoing zeal for execu-
tions is an affront to human rights and the global
trend against the death penalty,” David Griffiths,
Amnesty’s South Asia research director, said in a state-
ment. “Even if the authorities stay the execution of

Abdul Basit, a man with paraplegia, Pakistan is still
executing people at a rate of almost one a day.” There
was no evidence the “relentless” executions have
done anything to counter extremism in the country,
he added.  The rights group also alleged that many of
the executions come after court proceedings that “do
not meet international fair trial standards”. 

Rights fears 
Pakistan ended a six-year moratorium on the

death penalty last year as part of a crackdown after
Taleban militants gunned down more than 150 peo-
ple, most of them children, at an army-run school in
the restive northwest. The massacre shocked and out-
raged a country already scarred by nearly a decade of
extremist attacks.

Hangings were initially reinstated only for those
convicted of terrorism, but in March they were
extended to all capital offences. Supporters argue

that executions are the only effective way to deal with
the scourge of militancy in the country.

But critics say the legal system is unjust, with ram-
pant police torture and poor representation for vic-
tims, while the majority of those who are hanged are
not convicted of terror charges.

“The state is hanging petty criminals while known
terrorists are still in prisons,” human rights activist and
lawyer Asma Jahangir told AFP yesterday. Recent
research by the Pakistan Institute for Peace Studies
also suggests that death is no deterrent for militants
who are “committed to dying for their cause”.

The Amnesty figures suggest Pakistan is on track
to become one of the world’s top executioners in
2015. In 2014 607 people were put to death in 22
countries, according to Amnesty, though that figure
does not include China, where the number of execu-
tions is believed to be in the hundreds but is consid-
ered by authorities to be a state secret. — AFP

Disabled man set for scaffold as Pakistan nears 300th execution

SRINAGAR: Kashmiri villagers mourn at a funeral procession for suspected rebels in the village of Bijbehara, in
Anantnag district south of Srinagar yesterday. Three suspected rebels were killed during an encounter with secu-
rity forces in southern Kashmir. — AFP 
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NSG chief meets Swaraj as part of ‘diplomatic outreach’

DHAKA: Bangladesh police have
arrested five men over the suspect-
ed murder of a Japanese business-
woman who is believed to have
been buried in a graveyard under a
false name, an officer said yesterday.

Police suspect Hiroe Miyata, 60,
who lived in Bangladesh, was
interred last  month in the capital
Dhaka under a fake identity after
officers examined records at the
Muslim graveyard. Authorities
began investigating after the
woman’s mother in Japan reported
her missing to the Japanese
embassy in Dhaka on November 19.
“We are treating this as a murder”
investigation pending a post-
mortem to determine cause of
death, one police officer told AFP on
condition of anonymity.

Five men who worked closely
with Miyata were arrested late on
Monday and remanded in custody
by a Dhaka court for further ques-
tioning, the officer said. Another
police official said the woman had
been living and working in Dhaka
for the last 10 years. “She died in
mysterious circumstances,” the offi-
cial, who also declined to be named
because of the preliminary nature of
the case, told AFP, saying the woman
was buried under a Muslim name.

“We’ve sought a court order to
exhume the body and determine
the reason for her death.” A
Japanese embassy spokesman

declined to comment. Bangladesh
is reeling after the murders of a
Japanese farmer and an Italian aid
worker in separate incidents in
recent months, attacks claimed by
the Islamic State group. An Italian
priest was shot and seriously

injured last week.
The Bangladesh government

says the jihadist group has no pres-
ence in the Muslim-majority coun-
try, while police suspect a local
banned Islamist outfit was responsi-
ble. — AFP
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ISLAMABAD: A female Pakistani air
force pilot was killed yesterday when
her trainer jet crashed near the central
town of Mianwali, the military said,
the first such loss for the country’s tiny
community of women pilots.

The crash happened during “rou-
tine operational training”, the air force
said in a statement. A second pilot
survived. “Squadron Leader Saqib
Abbasi and Flying Officer Marium
Mukhtiar were on a routine opera-

tional training mission when it
encountered a serious in-flight emer-
gency during the final stages of the
mission,” the air force said.

“Ensuring safety of life and proper-
ty of civilian population on ground,
both the pilots ejected and the air-
craft crashed near Kundian, Mianwali.”

Mukhtiar is the first female pilot of
the Pakistan air force to be killed while
on duty.  The air force had 19 women
pilots in 2013, the last year for which

the figure was immediately available.
The crash is the latest deadly accident
to hit Pakistan’s military.

In May, a military helicopter carry-
ing diplomats to inspect a tourism
project crashed, killing seven people,
including the ambassadors of Norway
and Philippines. In August, another
military helicopter being used as an
air ambulance crashed near the north-
ern district of Mansehra, killing 12
people. — AFP 
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NEW DELHI: Diplomats have quietly
launched a new push to induct India into a
club of nuclear trading nations, but rather
than increasing stability in South Asia, the
move could escalate strains with rival
Pakistan. The chairman of the Nuclear
Suppliers Group (NSG) visited New Delhi
recently to meet Foreign Minister Sushma
Swaraj as part of a diplomatic “outreach”
that seeks to build a consensus to admit
India at its annual meeting next June.
Membership of the 48-nation club would
bring India into the nuclear fold 41 years
after it tested its first nuclear bomb, and
give the nation of 1.25 billion a vested inter-
est in curbing the world’s most dangerous
regional arms race.

“It’s a very delicate process, but I think
there is less and less justification for the
impasse,” Rafael Grossi, the Argentinian
ambassador to Vienna who heads the NSG,
told Reuters in an interview.

Yet there are doubts. For one, India has
not signed the Non-Proliferation Treaty, or
NPT, which seeks to prevent the spread of

nuclear weapons. And Pakistan, an ally of
China, also aspires to join the NSG. With a
history as a proliferator, Pakistan’s accession
would be a tough sell. Because the NSG
operates by consensus, admitting India
alone would mean it could then bar its
western neighbour from the club, potential-
ly pushing Pakistan further to the fringes.

Meanwhile, Pakistan has been testing
missiles that can reach all of India, and very
short-range missiles that it insists could be
used only if Indian troops cross onto
Pakistani soil. A seat at the NSG would
strengthen India’s geopolitical clout and
help it capitalise on nuclear trade and tech-
nology transfer opportunities, while also
raising concern in Pakistan.

“India has a nuclear deal with the US,
with France, it will soon have deals with
Australia and Japan. So all this will of course
complement its effort to get into NSG,” said
a senior Pakistani security official with
knowledge of nuclear issues.

“But people don’t understand that India
will use all this additional fuel (through civil

nuclear deals) to make energy and have a
lot more left over to use to make weapons.
“So at the end of it, the need for even more
deterrence from our side will grow, not
decrease.”

UPPER HAND
Pakistan sees a nuclear lead as vital

insurance against possible aggression by its
larger neighbor, and it appears to be gain-
ing the upper hand over India in the nuclear
contest. Analysts Toby Dalton and Michael
Krepon estimate Pakistan is producing 20
nuclear warheads a year to India’s five.

Yet defending that lead is a “losing
proposition” that imposes huge costs on
Pakistan’s economy and strains its social fab-
ric, they said. In a report for the Carnegie
and Stimson think tanks, Dalton and Krepon
argued Pakistan should abandon its goal of
“full-spectrum” deterrence against India and
satisfy itself with “strategic” deterrence, or
the ability to launch an effective counter-
strike in the event of an attack. India and
Pakistan have fought three wars since inde-
pendence and partition in 1947, two over
Kashmir. Their disputed frontier is one of the
world’s most heavily militarized regions.
Border clashes and incursions pose a con-
stant risk of escalation. The US State
Department declined to comment on spe-
cific discussions over Pakistan, but an official
said Washington had not entered into talks
on a civil nuclear pact with it. Nor was it
seeking a waiver for Pakistan to trade with
the NSG.

The United States was continuing to
integrate India into the “global non-prolifer-
ation mainstream”, this official also said,
adding that Washington supported India’s
membership in the four multilateral export
control regimes. One of those is the NSG.

COMFORT LEVEL
India’s long road to nuclear legitimacy

began with a bilateral deal with the United
States in 2005 that, three years later, yielded
an exemption allowing it to trade in sensi-
tive nuclear technology with NSG nations.
New Delhi expressed its interest in 2010 in
formally joining the nuclear club. But India’s
lobbying has met with scepticism from
European countries like Austria and
Switzerland, who have questioned its
refusal to sign the NPT and give up nuclear
weapons. Indian negotiators now detect a
change of tone, and are focusing on win-
ning over European sceptics. That, in turn,
could bring round China, they calculate. “We
are optimistic; there is a desire within the
NSG to bring this process to a conclusion
sooner rather than later,” one Indian diplo-
mat told Reuters. “People are comfortable
with India.” —Reuters

NEW DELHI: India’s top court yester-
day rejected a French request to
release from prison a Frenchwoman
wanted in Chile over the assassination
of a key supporter of General
Pinochet’s military regime. Chile is
seeking the extradition of Marie-
Emmanuelle Verhoeven, 56, for her
alleged role in a conspiracy to kill
Senator Jaime Guzman Errazuriz on
April 1, 1991.

Indian police arrested her on
February 16 as she entered the coun-
try from Nepal, and she has been held
in Delhi’s notorious Tihar Jail ever
since. The French embassy had told
the Supreme Court it would ensure
she remained in India if it released her
into its custody pending an extradition
hearing. But yesterday the court dis-
missed the plea, questioning the
embassy’s ability to uphold such a
guarantee. “ The French woman is
accused of terror activity, murder and
being a part of a subversive group that
killed a senator,” said Justice T S Thakur.

“What can the French government
do if she flees despite the guarantee?
We will not make any interim arrange-

ment.” Lawyers for Verhoeven have
argued that her arrest and detention
were illegal and she should be
released immediately. The Supreme
Court will take up her case again on
December 8.

She was arrested in India on the
basis of an Interpol notice for her
detention issued at Chile’s request, but
Interpol later cancelled the notice. The
Delhi High Court in September ruled
in favour of Verhoeven’s immediate
release, saying the extradition request
was illegal, but shortly afterwards she
was re-arrested in prison. 

A native of Nantes in western
France, Verhoeven had been arrested
in the German city of Hamburg in
January 2014 and detained for four
months.But Germany rejected Chile’s
request to extradite her-something
her Indian lawyers are pointing to as
they try to thwart her extradition this
time around. Verhoeven lived in Chile
from 1985 to 1995 and worked to pro-
mote human rights there, before
returning to France. She says she is
the victim of a “political vendetta”
against her. —  AFP
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DHAKA: Bangladesh police officials escort some of the accused in the mur-
der of Japanese woman Hiroe Miyata in Dhaka yesterday. Bangladesh
police have arrested five men over the suspected murder of a Japanese
businesswoman who is believed to have been buried in a graveyard under
a false name, an officer said. — AFP


