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USS RONALD REAGAN: The US and Japanese
navies established a new level of cooperation to
resupply each other’s vessels during joint exercises
in the seas south of Japan last week, the command-
er of the US Seventh Fleet said yesterday.

Vice Admiral Joseph Aucoin said the delivery of
boxes of food and other provisions to a Japanese
warship by a U.S.  helicopter heralded greater oper-
ational integration. It was the first first time that the
two allies have shared supplies other than ship oil
at sea. “It’s a big step forward, and we want to do
more of that in the future,” Aucoin said at a press

conference aboard the USS Ronald Reagan. The
100,000 ton U.S. aircraft carrier participated in the
annual exercise along with six other US ships and
around 25 Japanese Maritime Self Defense Force
(JMSDF) vessels.

The agreement to begin such exchanges means
that US vessels can now be resupplied by Japanese
ships in waters closer to Japan and will make it eas-
ier for the JMSDF to operate further from home
waters with the help of US supply ships.

The Japanese and US Navy are deepening
already close military ties as Chinese military power

in the region grows. Vice Admiral Yasuhiro
Shigeoka, commander of the JMSDF fleet, who
joined Aucoin at the briefing described the security
situation in the region surrounding Japan as
“severe.”

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe won lawmakers’
approval in September for new security legislation
that allows Japan’s military to come to the aid of
allies under attack.

Abe said the biggest shift in Japan’s defense
policy since the creation of its post-war military in
1954, was vital to meet emerging challenges such

as those posed by China’s growing military power.
It means the US and Japan can repackage regular
joint drills, such as the one in waters about 350
miles (563.27 km)south of Japan “to do more high
level sophisticated” training.

Based in Yokosuka Japan, with the United States’
only forward deployed carrier, the Seventh Fleet
with some 80 vessels, 140 aircraft and 40,000
sailors is the most powerful naval force in the west-
ern Pacific. After China, Japan is Asia’s second most
powerful maritime nation with more than a hun-
dred warships. — Reuters

Hopes fade as Myanmar mine landslide toll tops 100

MANILA: US President Barack Obama (R) listening as Australia’s Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull (L) speaks following a bilateral meeting on the
sidelines of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Summit in Manila. — AFP

SYDNEY: Australian Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull said yesterday there was no global support
for a US-led ground force to destroy the Islamic
State group, which he called fundamentally weak
with “more Twitter accounts than fighters”.

Calls have been mounting in Canberra for boots
on the ground in Syria to combat the threat from
Islamic State jihadists and other militant groups in
the wake of deadly attacks in Paris this month. But
after attending a series of recent global summits,
Turnbull said in a national security address to parlia-
ment that there was no appetite for such a move.

“I have to report to the House that the consen-
sus of the leaders I met at the G20, at APEC and at
the East Asia Summit is that there is no support cur-
rently for a large US-led Western army to attempt to
conquer and hold ISIL-controlled areas,” he said,
referring to another term for the Islamic State
group. Australia has for months been active in Iraq,
and recently started carrying out air strikes against
IS targets in Syria as part of a 60-nation, US-led
coalition against the jihadists. 

Turnbull said the group was “in a fundamentally
weak position”, despite territorial gains made by
Islamic State extremists in Syria and Iraq. “We must
not be fooled by its hype. Its ideology is archaic, but
its use of the Internet is very modern. ISIL has many

more smartphones than guns, more Twitter
accounts than fighters,” he said. “It does not com-
mand broad-based legitimacy even in those areas
under its direct control. It is encircled by hostile
forces. It is under military pressure.” He said the
coalition would continue working to disrupt,
degrade and ultimately defeat the jihadists using
military, financial, diplomatic and political means.

‘Not time for gestures or machismo’
Turnbull’s comments echoed a similar stance to

US President Barack Obama, who told the G20 sum-
mit in Turkey that Islamic State leaders “will have no
safe haven anywhere”, vowing a ruthless pursuit of
the group but without putting US troops on the
ground.

Turnbull said “mindful that Australia has a range
of security priorities across the globe and in our
own region, there are currently no plans for a signif-
icant change in the level or the nature of Australia’s
military commitment in Iraq and Syria”. “Current
advice to the government is that the unilateral
deployment of Australian combat troops on the
ground in Iraq or Syria is not feasible or practical,” he
added. Turnbull offered his sympathies to the 130
people who died in the bloody Paris attacks but
made clear “we must not let grief or anger cloud

our judgment”.  “Our response must be as clear eyed
and strategic as it is determined. This is not a time
for gestures or machismo. Calm, clinical, profession-
al, effective: That’s how we defeat this menace.” In
Australia, authorities raised the terror threat alert to
high just over a year ago and the government has
introduced new security laws and conducted sever-
al counter-terrorism raids since.

The government has said six attacks have been
foiled on home soil over the past year, although
several have not, including a police employee shot
dead in Sydney last month by a 15-year-old report-
edly shouting religious slogans. Turnbull said
Australia would this week transition to a new, clear-
er five-tier terror alert system with the new threat
levels to be classified as certain, expected, probable,
possible and not expected. 

The system previously used extreme, high,
medium and low as classifications. He added that
he had ordered all law enforcement agencies to test
their responses to a mass casualty attack in the
wake of the Paris atrocity. “We are examining closely
the implications of the Paris attacks for our own
domestic arrangements,” said Turnbull. “I am receiv-
ing updated intelligence on this every day. We are
working more closely than ever with our European
partners.” — Reuters
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SINGAPORE: In a plea for Singapore investments,
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi stressed
yesterday that reforms have been made under his
watch, as the two countries elevated their rela-
tions to a strategic partnership. The reforms, par-
ticularly economic, have “successfully restored the
credibility of India in the eyes of global players,”
Modi told Singaporean and Indian businesspeo-
ple from more than 300 companies at an eco-
nomic convention.

Singapore is the second-largest source of
direct foreign investment in India, he said. The
city-state was also involved in the planning of
Amaravati, the new capital city of the Indian

state of Andhra Pradesh. “In the last 18 months,
reforms are happening in a big way. Simply, with
the aim of enabling the people to realize their
potential and dreams,” Modi said.

“I am here to invite you to India in a bigger
way. I also come to ensure you that I’m there to
carefully hold your hands. You are an exciting
incubator, India is a vast laboratory.”

Modi’s two-day visit to the island nation,
arranged to mark 50 years of diplomatic rela-
tions, was to draw to a close later yesterday
after a community event with Indian expatri-
ates. According to India’s Ministry of External
Affairs,  trade between the two countries

totaled $17.1 billion in the 2014-2015 fiscal
year. Singapore is India’s 10th-largest trading
partner, while India is Singapore’s 12th-largest
partner, official statistics show. 

During Modi’s visit the two countries signed
a memorandum of understanding that “ele-
vates our bilateral relations to a new level,” said
S. Iswaran, Singapore’s minister for trade and
industry. 

“While government leaders and officials on
both sides will do their part, much will also
depend on our business leaders and investors
boldly seizing opportunities in India, Singapore
and  third-country markets,” he said. — AFP
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SINGAPORE: India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi (third left) tours the training centre during his visit to the Institute of Technical Education
(ITE) College Central in Singapore yesterday. Modi is on a two-day official visit to Singapore. — AFP 

Thai military court indicts 

Bangkok blast accused

BANGKOK: A Thai military court yester-
day indicted two Uighurs for a deadly
bombing at a Bangkok shrine in August,
as the United Nations called on the rul-
ing junta to stop holding civilian sus-
pects in army detention. Authorities say
both Bilal Mohammed, also known as
Adem Karadag, and Yusufu Mieraili have
admitted to their roles in the unprece-
dented attack that killed 20 people and
wounded scores more.

The pair are currently incarcerated at a
controversial detention facility on the
11th Military Circle barracks in Bangkok
where two people recently died in cus-
tody in circumstances that have yet to be
fully explained. The UN’s call came short-
ly after Mohammed and Mieraili
appeared before the capital’s military
court to hear the charges against them.

“Military prosecutors have decided to
indict them on several charges,” Withtaya
Puangpunngam, chief of military prose-
cutors, told AFP. The charges include
attempted and premeditated murder,
possession of illegal weapons and illegal
entry, he said, adding that the accused
had “confessed” during earlier police
investigations.

Motive still unclear 
The August attack at the Erawan

shrine, nestled between plush shopping
malls and hotels in a bustling district of
central Bangkok, dealt a fresh blow to
the nation’s image as a holiday paradise.

The capital was already recovering
from months of often violent street
protests that ended in the May 2014 mili-
tary coup that toppled an elected gov-
ernment. Mystery stil l  shrouds the
motive for the unclaimed attack, with
police still not confirming the nationali-
ties of the suspects.

The shrine that was targeted is partic-
ularly popular among ethnic Chinese
visitors from across Asia, who made up
the majority of those killed.  Strong
speculation had centred on a link to mili-

tants or supporters of the Uighurs, an
ethnic group who say they face persecu-
tion in their homeland in China’s
Xinjiang region, after Thailand in July
forcibly deported a group of 109
Uighurs back to China. 

According to his lawyer, Mohammed
is a Chinese Uighur who settled in Turkey
while Mieraili is a Chinese passport-hold-
er of Uighur ethnicity. Thai police have
rejected the notion that the bomb was a
revenge attack for the recent deporta-
tions. Instead investigators say they
believe a people-smuggling gang was
angered by a crackdown on its business-
a theory many analysts have questioned.

China Tuesday said it hoped justice
would be delivered. “This bombing fully
reveals the barbarity of the criminals,”
Hong Lei, spokesman for China’s Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, told reporters at a regu-
lar briefing.  “We hope that justice can be
delivered, and relevant people can be held
accountable for what they have done.”

The use of military courts has dramati-
cally increased in Thailand since last
year’s coup and in September the tem-
porary remand facility on the Bangkok
barracks was formally announced.

In its statement yesterday, the UN
echoed calls made by rights groups in
recent months. “The use of a military bar-
racks as a detention facility is prone to
human rights violations, including tor-
ture,” said Matilda Bogner from the UN
Human Rights Office for South East Asia,
calling for an impartial investigation into
the two recent custodial deaths.

The dead inmates, who were swiftly
cremated, were caught up in a shadowy
royal defamation probe that has
ensnared senior military and police offi-
cials. The UN added that it had received
reports a lawyer representing one of the
Bangkok bomb suspects “was not
allowed to meet with his client in a confi-
dential manner, and that he had his
questions screened beforehand” at the
barracks. — AFP

BANGKOK: Police officers escort suspects in the Aug 17 blast at Erawan Shrine, Bilal
Mohammad, center front, and Mieraili Yusufu, rear center, as they arrive at a military
court in Bangkok yesterday. — AP
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It means the US and Japan can repack-
age regular joint drills, such as the one in
waters about 350 miles (563.27 km)south
of Japan “to do more high level sophisti-
cated” training. Based in Yokosuka Japan,
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