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CLEVELAND: LeBron James joined Oscar
Robertson on an exclusive NBA list and Kevin
Love scored a season-high 34 points as the
Cleveland Cavaliers remained unbeaten at home
with a 117-103 win over the Orlando Magic on
Monday. James had 15 points and 13 assists and
joined Robertson, the legendary “Big O,” as the
only players in league history to rank in the top
25 in career points and assists. With his fifth
assist, James moved past Norm Nixon (6,386)
into 25th place and moved alongside Robertson,
who finished his Hall of Fame career with 26,710
points and 9,887 assists. James will soon eclipse
Robertson’s scoring total and the unselfish
superstar is a good bet to pass the guard on the
assist list as well. Love scored 27 in the first half
for the Cavs, now 8-0 at home and an Eastern
Conference-leading 11-3. Andrew Nicholson
scored 18 and Evan Fournier had 13 points for
the Magic. Orlando has dropped 11 straight to
Cleveland.

THUNDER 111, JAZZ 89
Oklahoma City star Kevin Durant had 27

points and six rebounds in his return from a
hamstring injury. Durant was 10 for 13 from the
field in his first game since he got hurt Nov. 10 at
Washington. Russell Westbrook narrowly missed
his third triple-double of the season with 20
points, seven rebounds and nine assists. The
Thunder ran away with the game in the second
quarter, outscoring the Jazz 40-26 and shooting
14 for 19 from the field. Gordon Hayward led the
Jazz with 19 points. Derrick Favors had 11 points,
seven rebounds and two blocks, and Rudy
Gobert finished with 10 points.

HEAT 95, KNICKS 78
Dwyane Wade and Chris Bosh each scored 16

points as Miami ended New York’s four-game
winning streak. Goran Dragic had 13 points and
nine assists for the Heat, who went on a 36-8 run
in the first half. Tyler Johnson scored 12, and
Hassan Whiteside had 11 points and 11
rebounds. Miami would eventually lead by as
many as 26, both its biggest advantage and the
Knicks’ biggest deficit so far this season. The
Knicks hadn’t even trailed by double figures in
any of their last eight games. Carmelo Anthony
scored 21 points for New York, which has lost 13
of its last 16 games in Miami. Rookie Kristaps
Porzingis had 20 points and 14 rebounds.

TIMBERWOLVES 100, 76ERS 95
Andrew Wiggins scored 17 of his 32 points in

the fourth quarter to help Minnesota keep
Philadelphia winless on the season. Kevin
Garnett had eight points and 10 rebounds and
the Timberwolves (6-8) won at home for  the first
time in seven games this season. They dropped
Philadelphia to 0-15 and avoided another
embarrassing home loss to the Sixers, who
snapped an 0-17 start to last season with a win
at Target Center. Jahlil Okafor had 25 points, 12
rebounds and two blocks for Philadelphia and
thoroughly outplayed No. 1 overall pick Karl-
Anthony Towns, who played just 19 minutes
because of foul trouble.  The Sixers led by 13 in
the first half and by five with 2:30 to play but
once again couldn’t hold on.

BUCKS 109, PISTONS 88
Greg Monroe had 20 points and 13 rebounds

in his first game against his former team, leading
the Bucks to the victory. Milwaukee had seven
players score in double figures, including each of
its starters. Giannis Antetokounmpo had 17
points, and Khris Middleton scored 16. The Bucks
had lost three straight and five of six. Andre
Drummond had 15 points and 15 rebounds for
Detroit, but appeared to hurt himself late in the
second quarter. He walked slowly up the court
holding his left side after trying to defend
Monroe. Coach Stan Van Gundy said after that
game that Drummond was fine. Kentavious
Caldwell-Pope scored 17 points for the Pistons,
who have dropped six of eight.

HORNETS 127, KINGS 122, OT
Kemba Walker scored 39 points as Charlotte

battled back from 22 points down in the second
half to beat Sacramento in overtime. Nicolas
Batum had 18 points, 10 rebounds and eight
assists for the Hornets, who have won four of
their last five games. Jeremy Lin had seven of his
14 points in overtime. It was the second-largest
comeback in franchise history. DeMarcus
Cousins had 30 points and 11 rebounds for
Sacramento, and Rudy Gay had 28 points and 10
boards. Rajon Rondo had 14 points and 20
assists.

SPURS 98, SUNS 84
Kawhi Leonard had 24 points and 13

rebounds as the Spurs shut down the Suns.
Phoenix was averaging 106.5 points, but was
held to season low for points and committed a
season-high 28 turnovers. Tony Parker had 20

points and eight assists for San Antonio, which
is off to an 11-3 start. Markieff Morris had 28
points and Brandon Knight scored 18 for
Phoenix. — AP

LeBron leads Cavs past Magic, 
joins Robertson on elite list

CLEVELAND: Cleveland Cavaliers’ Richard Jefferson (24) shoots around Orlando Magic’s Aaron
Gordon (00) and Jason Smith in the first half of an NBA basketball game Monday, in Cleveland. —AP

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Toronto 9 6 .600 -
Boston 7 6 .538 1
NY Knicks 8 7 .533 1
Brooklyn 3 11 .214 5.5
Philadelphia 0 15 0 9

Central Division
Cleveland 11 3 .786 -
Chicago 8 4 .667 2
Indiana 8 5 .615 2.5
Detroit 7 7 .500 4
Milwaukee 6 8 .429 5

Southeast Division
Miami 9 4 .692 -
Atlanta 9 6 .600 1
Washington 6 4 .600 1.5
Charlotte 8 6 .571 1.5
Orlando 6 8 .429 3.5

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 9 6 .600 -
Utah 6 7 .462 2
Minnesota 6 8 .429 2.5
Denver 6 8 .429 2.5
Portland 6 9 .400 3

Pacific Division
Golden State 15 0 1.000 -
Phoenix 7 7 .500 7.5
LA Clippers 6 7 .462 8
Sacramento 5 10 .333 10
LA Lakers 2 11 .154 12

Southwest Division
San Antonio 11 3 .786 -
Dallas 9 5 .643 2
Memphis 7 7 .500 4
Houston 5 9 .357 6
New Orleans 3 11 .214 8

NBA Results/Standings
Charlotte 127, Sacramento 122 (OT); Cleveland 117, Orlando 103; Miami 95, NY Knicks 78; Milwaukee 109,
Detroit 88; Minnesota 100, Philadelphia 95; San Antonio 98, Phoenix 84; Oklahoma City 111, Utah 89.

LVIV: FC Shakhtar’s players take part in a training session at the Arena Lviv Stadium
in Lviv yesterday on the eve before the UEFA Champions League Group A football
match between Shakhtar Donetsk and Real Madrid. — AFP

BERLIN: Sevilla need a victory at winless
Borussia Moenchengladbach today to keep
alive their faint hopes of progress to the
Champions League’s knockout stage in the
Group D basement battle.

A win at bottom side Gladbach is the
only way third-placed Sevilla will still have
any hope of reaching the last 16, when
they host Juventus on December 8. Victory
at Borussia Park would guarantee them at
least a place in the Europa League, which
they have won for the last two years run-
ning.  With Gladbach’s Champions League
exit already confirmed, defeat would con-
firm the Germans will finish bottom of the
group, but they want to knock Sevilla from
third to advance to the Europa League.
“We need to be courageous and play our
own game, like we did against Juventus,”
said Gladbach’s Guinea winger Ibrahima
Traore.  “Our confidence is high, we are in
good shape and our goal is third place to
qualify for the Europa League.”

Gladbach are buoyed by their German
league form which has seen them climb
from bottom to fourth with seven wins and
a draw in their eight Bundesliga games
since Andre Schubert took charge in
September.  “We have to go to our absolute
limit and give it everything we have,” said
Schubert, whose side sealed a 2-1 win over
Hanover on Saturday in his first game as
head coach, with a contract until 2017,
after two months as caretaker boss.

“We aren’t under any pressure, but we
do have a duty to give it our all.” Having
drawn 1-1 last time out at home to
Juventus, Gladbach want another strong
performance.

Schubert has breathed life back into
Gladbach with a consistent team selection
policy, bringing in talented teenagers
Andreas Christensen and Mahmoud
Dahoud and tightening the defence.

He has also given Swiss defensive mid-
fielder Graint Xhaka the captaincy and the
23-year-old, who has been linked to a big-
money move to Liverpool, has revelled in
the role. The Foals are nine unbeaten since
losing at home to Manchester City at the
start of September and had few problems
beating mid-table Hanover on Saturday
with goals by Traore and Brazilian striker
Raffael.  Sevilla are 11th in the Spanish
league.

They inflicted a first defeat of the season
on La Liga giants Real Madrid with a 3-2
home win three weeks ago when ex-
Borussia Dortmund striker Ciro Immobile
scored his maiden goal for the club.

But on Saturday, they crashed 2-0 at
Real Sociedad, who were playing their first
match since David Moyes was sacked after
a run of six defeats in nine games. Portugal
goalkeeper Beto (knee injury),  Gaeel
Kakuta (thigh) and defender  Daniel
CarriÁo (hamstring) will all miss the game
with injury. —AFP

Sevilla chase Gladbach 
win to keep hopes alive

MADRID: Fourth in the Portuguese league, Benfica has
been doing just fine in the Champions League.  The
two-time European Cup champions lead Group C with
nine points, two more than Atletico Madrid, ahead of
Wednesday’s trip to Kazakhstan to face Astana.  Benfica
will qualify for the knockout round with a victory, and
can advance with a draw unless Galatasaray beats
Atletico Madrid in the other match.

At home, things are not going so well. City rival
Sporting Lisbon leads the Portuguese league and
knocked Benfica out of the Portuguese Cup last week-
end.

Atletico, which reached the Champions League final
in 2014, hosts the Turkish club needing only a draw to
ensure its progress. Here are some things to know
about Wednesday’s matches:

BENFICA’S BLUES
Benfica’s impressive form in the Champions League

has contrasted starkly with its domestic campaign.  In
the league, Benfica trails Sporting by eight points. And
the day after losing to Sporting in the Portuguese Cup,
two dozen fans forced their way into the club training
center in protest.  Benfica coach Rui Vitoria, who took
charge in the offseason, will be without two of his main
players against Astana - Brazilian central defender
Luisao has a fractured forearm, and Argentine playmak-
er Gaitan is suspended.

TINY BUT TOUGH
Astana, the first Kazakh team to appear in the group

phase of the Champions League, is unbeaten at home.
The club earned a 2-2 draw against Galatasaray and
held Atletico to 0-0 at the Astana Arena.  In last place
with two points, Astana can only keep alive its slim
hopes of advancing with a win.

IN OBLAK’S HANDS
Atletico has not been prolific offensively this season

but a stiff defense and steady play in midfield has the
club in a good position in Europe and in second place in
the Spanish league, ahead of rival Real Madrid.

Atletico is undefeated in eight matches across all
competitions, largely thanks to goalkeeper Jan Oblak.

The Slovenian has helped Atletico concede the
fewest goals in the Spanish league, six in 12 matches,
and has only let two goals past him in four games in the
Champions League.

AGAINST THE WALL
Galatasaray needs to end its poor run away from

home to have a chance of staying in the tournament.
The Turkish team is in third place with four points and
must win at the Vicente Calderon Stadium to remain in
contention. Galatasaray, however, hasn’t won away in
the Champions League since March 12, 2013, when it
beat Schalke 3-2. — AP

Fury vows to ‘expose’
‘old man’ Klitschko

BERLIN: Challenger Tyson Fury has vowed
to ‘expose’ undisputed champion Wladimir
Klitschko in Saturday’s world heavyweight
title bout and has labelled the Ukrainian
giant an ‘old man’.

Klitschko, 39, will defend his IBF, WBA
and IBO titles against Britain’s Fury, 27, in
Duesseldorf having last tasted defeat more
than a decade ago. This is the second time
the fight has been scheduled to take place
after the original date in October was can-
celled due to Klitschko’s calf injury.

Fury has won all of his 24 fights to date
with 18 knockouts and has vowed to not
only usurp Klitschko, but also highlight the
champion’s weaknesses. “I think this might
be one of my easiest fights,” boasted
Manchester-born Fury in Tuesday’s press
conference.

“I know that sounds crazy, because he’s
a Super champion, but I see so many chinks
in his armour. “There is nothing he does
which makes me think I won’t beat him. “I
can expose what he doesn’t do very well
and you’ll see what I’m talking about on
Saturday night.

“I’m not going to say too much today as
I don’t want to scare him off. “I’m coming
very fast for you, Wlad. Old guy, young guy.
Old champion, new champion. Enough
said. Amen,” added Fury ahead of the bout

at Duesseldorf ’s Esprit Arena with 42,000
tickets sold.  Klitschko has heard such bold
statements before from previous chal-
lengers, many of whom then became one
of his 53 knockouts in 64 wins. Britain’s
David Haye labelled the champion a ‘large,
slow robot from the Ukraine’ before losing
on points in Hamburg in July 2011.

The last of Klitschko’s three defeats was
back in 2004. “There have been many fight-
ers I’ve faced, this time I face a guy whose
young, a real challenge,” said Klitschko. “I
hear he’s nervous. It’s good to be nervous. I
get nervous before every fight. “I’m really
happy that this fight is taking place.

“I’m sure it’s going to be sold out. I’m
sure it’s going to be a great night.” Fury
stirred up controversy earlier on Tuesday in
a BBC interview by claiming boxing has a
“big problem” with doping.

He suggested that the sport should
tackle the issue by legalising banned sub-
stances. The British fighter said he hopes
the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) has
tested both boxers stringently. “WADA have
tested me very regularly, sometimes three
times in a month,” said Fury in Duesseldorf.

“Hopefully he’ll have been the same.”
Klitschko dismissed the issue, stating: “I’ve
been tested a lot, over a quarter of a centu-
ry.” —AFP

Benfica, Atletico look to advance in Champions League

MADRID: Atletico Madrid’s Argentinian coach Diego Simeone (C) looks at his players during a training session at the
Cerro del Espino Stadium in Madrid yesterday, on the eve of the UEFA Champions League group C football match Atletico
de Madrid vs Galatasaray S.K. — AFP 


