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P W D L F A Pts

Leicester 13 8 4 1 28 20 28

United 13 8 3 2 19 9 27

City 13 8 2 3 27 13 26

Arsenal 13 8 2 3 23 11 26

Tottenham 13 6 6 1 24 11 24

West Ham 13 6 3 4 24 20 21

Everton 13 5 5 3 24 16 20

Southampton13 5 5 3 19 14 20

Liverpool 13 5 5 3 17 15 20

Crystal Palace 13 6 1 6 14 13 19

Stoke City 13 5 4 4 11 12 19

West Brom 13 5 2 6 12 17 17

Watford 13 4 4 5 12 14 16

Swansea 13 3 5 5 14 18 14

Chelsea 13 4 2 7 17 23 14

Norwich 13 3 3 7 16 24 12

Newcastle 13 2 4 7 13 25 10

Sunderland 13 2 3 8 14 26 9

AFC 13 2 3 8 14 27 9

Aston Villa 13 1 2 10 10 24 5

Played Monday  
Crystal Palace 0, Sunderland 1.  

Played Sunday  
Tottenham Hotspur 4, West Ham United 1.

Played Saturday 
Chelsea 1, Norwich City 0; Everton 4, Aston Villa 0; Manchester City 1, Liverpool 4; Newcastle
United 0, Leicester City 3; Southampton 0, Stoke City 1; Swansea City 2, AFC Bournemouth 2;
Watford 1, Manchester United 2; West Bromwich Albion 2, Arsenal 1.

EPL results/standings

MALM: As Paris Saint-Germain striker
Zlatan Ibrahimovic returns to his home
town yesterday, some Malmo fans are
torn over whether to support the city’s
prodigal son or the team that launched
his career.

On a football pitch in the immigrant-
heavy neighbourhood of Rosengard,
where the 34-year-old Swede grew up,
one of his childhood teammates sighed
as he pondered where his sympathies
would lie during the Champions League
match between Malmo and PSG.

“Both, both. Maybe for Malmo a little
bit more,” Ivan Milosevic said, before
laughing and adding: “I’m a ‘Malmoitian’,”
referring to a term for the city’s inhabi-
tants. Born the same year, both players
began their careers at FBK Balkan, a local
club founded by immigrants from the
former Yugoslavia in 1962, which the
club say makes them the oldest immi-
grant football team in Europe.

“He was a funny character, constantly
up to a lot of mischief. Nicked bicycles,
came with it to practice, always had a
ball, bantered with others in the team...,”
he said.

“He ran around and didn’t listen to
the coaches. Did what he liked to do,
dribbled when he was meant to pass.”
Almost 15 years after he left Malmo for
Ajax, Ibrahimovic’s maverick image
remains intact as he regularly courts

controversy, ranging from his recent
claim that he put France “on the world
map” to an offer to donate a signed bicy-
cle to female players after the Swedish
FA rewarded a male player with a new
Volvo.

Role model 
In the troubled suburbs that dot

Malmo’s eastern half, support has never
wavered and on the field his influence is
clear. “He’s the big idol here, everyone
looks up to him,” said Milosevic.
Ibrahimovic joined Malmo FF in 1994,
paving the way for other players from an
immigrant background to do the same.

It was a remarkable feat in a city that
remains deeply segregated, especially
for someone who according to his own
autobiography would sometimes go to
bed hungry. Greek-born Aneta Moura, a
former neighbour, said she remembered
him as “maybe a bit mischievous. His
mother had to come and get him here
and there.”

When he was between eight and 10,
he was the “boss” of a group of children
whom he would push into the local gro-
cery store to go buy sweets for him, she
said. “Because poor Zlatan didn’t have
money to go buy (anything)... He wasn’t
raised quite like the other children. I
know that, I could feel that from him,”
she said. But she added: “He was a very

alert boy. He’s still the same.”

Big day 
Preparations for Wednesday’s game

have been underway in Malmo from the
moment it was announced that PSG
would be coming to town. “All of Malmo
will be able to watch the game. I’ve
booked the main square where the
game...  will  be broadcast live,”
Ibrahimovic wrote on Facebook in
September.

At the local Rosengard shopping cen-
tre, Muhsen Awad, a Swedish-Arabic
interpreter who also runs a side business
selling football flags and CDs, said he
had “tried in every way possible” to get
his hands on a ticket for the game with-
out any luck. They have been on sale for
as much as 20,000 kronor ($2,289, 2,146
euros) on the black market, he claimed,
adjusting one of the many blue and
white Malmo flags adorning his shop.

“For sure there will be mixed feel-
ings... It will be a historic game when
Zlatan comes to play against his ‘own’,
original team,” he said, before predicting
that Malmo fans would still remain loyal
to their own team. 

“All of our region supports Malmo FF
no matter who they play against,” he
said. Those comments were echoed by
Max Wiman, a columnist for regional dai-
ly Sydsvenskan. Ibrahimovic “has very

strong feelings for Malmo,” he said, not-
ing that the PSG star had described play-
ing a Champions League game in the
city as “a dream”.

Although he was “fantastically big”
there and would probably be cheered
before the match, “most people will sup-
port Malmo,” he said. —AFP

Ibrahimovic’s Malmo return leaves some fans conflicted

MALMO: Paris St Germain’s captain Zlatan Ibrahimovic smiles during a press
conference at Malmo New Stadium in Malmo, Sweden, yesterday. Paris Saint-
Germain will play against Malmo FF in a Champions League Group A soccer
match in Malmo today. — AP

MONACO: In this Aug. 28, 2015 file photo UEFA President Michel Platini arrives at a press conference after the soccer Europa League draw cere-
mony at the Grimaldi Forum, in Monaco. — AP 

PARIS: The FIFA ethics committee has requested
a life ban for Michel Platini, the Frenchman’s
lawyer said yesterday, a move that would rule
the UEFA president out of the race to succeed
Sepp Blatter.

Thibaut d’Ales told The Associated Press that
the maximum sanction was asked for when the
FIFA ethics committee investigations unit sub-
mitted its final case report.

Blatter could also face expulsion from world
soccer over a $2 million payment of FIFA money
he approved to Platini in 2011. Platini and Blatter
face separate hearings before FIFA ethics judge
Joachim Eckert in December.

“The overreaching of the request really con-
vinces us of this commission’s total lack of credi-
bility,” D’Ales said in a telephone interview.
“There is not a single tangible element in this
case that can confirm the suspicions.”

Platini is currently serving a 90-day ban over
cash he got as backdated salary almost nine
years after he stopped working as Blatter’s presi-
dential adviser from 1998-2002. Platini denies
wrongdoing and says he had a verbal contract
with Blatter to receive the money.

Blatter has argued that an oral agreement is
valid under Swiss law. However, FIFA was also
not legally required to pay Platini after five years

passed. Eckert is expected to give his verdicts in
the cases of Platini and Blatter in December. Any
sanctions can be challenged at the FIFA appeals
committee and Court of Arbitration for Sport.

D’Ales said he was informed of the ethics
committee’s request on Monday and decided to
make it public after it leaked in the French press.
He said FIFA’s aim is to prove that there was no
contract between Platini and Blatter.

“Obviously we’ve got the proof that such a
deal existed,” D’Ales said. “We will submit it to
CAS, which will handle the case within a fairly
short space of time.”

Mismanagement
A spokesman for the FIFA ethics prosecutors

declined to confirm what sanction was request-
ed last week. “We are entitled to comment but
we decided for reasons of personality rights and
the presumption of innocence not to publish the
request,” Andreas Bantel told The Associated
Press in a telephone interview. “If Mr. Platini
wants to comment on the request he is entitled
to do that.”

Platini aims to clear his name and stand as a
candidate in the FIFA presidential election on
Feb. 26 to succeed Blatter, who is stepping
down. Blatter announced his exit plans on June

2 under pressure from American and Swiss fed-
eral investigations into bribery and corruption at
FIFA.

Switzerland’s attorney-general has opened
criminal proceedings against Blatter over the $2
million payment as suspected criminal misman-
agement of FIFA money.

Platini was quizzed on Sept. 25 at FIFA head-
quarters as “between a witness and an accused
person,” according to attorney general Michael
Lauber.

A FIFA life ban has been overturned by CAS in
the past. Mohamed bin Hammam of Qatar had
his expulsion by FIFA overturned on appeal in
July 2012, more than one year after a bribery
allegation ended his presidential campaign
against Blatter.  The CAS panel said a FIFA inves-
tigation did not prove Bin Hammam was the
source of $40,000 bribes to Caribbean voters,
though it suspected he was.

In a further FIFA legal development yester-
day, Switzerland’s justice ministry said it agreed
to a US request to provide bank documents as
evidence. Details of the bank accounts involved
were not given, though a US Department of
Justice indictment published in May identified
accounts in Zurich used by marketing agents
allegedly to steer bribes to soccer officials. — AP

FIFA ethics committee seeks 
life ban against Platini

MILAN: Depleted Juventus host
Manchester City today looking for the win
that would secure their passage to the last
16 of the Champions League.

City’s 3-1 win away to Sevilla last time
out left Manuel Pellegrini’s men top of
Group D on nine points and, with
Juventus one point behind in second, they
will clinch top spot with a win in Turin.

But looking at City ’s  recent form,
Juventus have reason to believe they can
claim their second successive win over the
Citizens, having stunned Pellegrini’s men
2-1 in September when Alvaro Morata hit
an 81st minute winner at the Etihad, and
claim top spot ahead of their final game
away to Sevilla.  City are already qualified
but travel to Italy reeling from a humiliat-
ing 4-1 home defeat to Liverpool at the
weekend that left them two points behind
surprise Premier League leaders Leicester
City.

The reverse came in the absence of City
centre -back and captain Vincent
Kompany, as well as forwards Wilfried
Bony, David Silva and Samir Nasri-all of
whom are still sidelined through injury.

Pellegrini said his side’s performance
was “not normal”, adding: “It’s very impor-
tant to turn the page as soon as we can.
We have an important game today.”

With Paulo Dybala hitting a second-half
winner to clinch a 1-0 home win over AC
Milan on Saturday, Juventus claimed a
third consecutive win in Serie A for the
first time this season. 

But coach Massimiliano Allegri’s tactical
options are limited, with Sami Khedira
joining several other midfielders on the
treatment table while France left-back
Patrice Evra is set for a fitness test on
Tuesday after suffering a left ankle prob-
lem. 

Centre-back Giorgio Chiellini believes
Juve’s task won’t be made any easier by
the fact City will be looking for revenge.

“I would have preferred to come up
against a more relaxed and secure
Manchester,” Chiellini told Sky Sport Italia
on Monday.  “Against teams with top play-
ers it’s sometimes easier to make the most
of your chances if their players are a little
more relaxed.  “But I expect them to be
cautious,  and super-motivated for
revenge. We need to go out and produce a
great performance if we are to stamp our
ticket for the last 16.”

Sagna deflated 
An inquest by City’s players in the wake

of their defeat to Liverpool left City ’s
French right-back Bacary Sagna admitting
the events of last week’s terror attacks in

Paris had physically drained him.  “It was
not easy to be part of that event (in Paris).
Mentally I was ready to play. Physically I
believed I was. But I wasn’t. I tired quite
quickly,” said Sagna.

Evra, who alongside Juve teammate
Paul Pogba was playing for France against
Germany when three explosions were
heard outside the Stade de France 10 days
ago, lasted less than half an hour at the
weekend before hobbling off.   Yet
arguably Juve’s biggest loss among a
depleted midfield is Khedira, who has
been sidelined after a scar from a recent
thigh injury flared up while he was on
international duty with Germany.

Brazilian playmaker Hernanes was sus-
pended for the game before suffering a
thigh injury on Saturday that has sidelined
him for three weeks.  Also missing through
injur y is  Rober to Pereyra,  Kwadwo
Asamoah and Simone Padoin,  while
Uruguayan midfielder Martin Caceres will
have a late fitness test on a right thigh
problem. 

On-loan Chelsea for ward Juan
Cuadrado is expected to start for the
Bianconeri, while Allegri has yet to decide
whether Dybala-one of Juve’s few bright
lights in an otherwise muted performance
at the weekend-or Mario Mandzukic will
partner Morata up front.  —AFP

Juve depleted, looking 
for second City scalp

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA Champions League

Astana v Benfica 18:00

beIN SPORTS

Moskva v Wolfsburg 20:00

beIN SPORTS

Donetsk v Real Madrid 22:45

beIN SPORTS

Juventus v Man City 22:45

beIN SPORTS

Malmo v Paris Saint 22:45

beIN SPORTS

Borussia v Sevilla 22:45

beIN SPORTS

Atletico v Spor 22:45

beIN SPORTS

Man United v PSV 22:45 

beIN SPORTS

ST PETERSBURG: Zenit’s Russian midfielder Oleg Shatov (C) scores a goal past Valencia’s goalkeeper Jaume Domenech during the UEFA
Champions League group H football match between FC Zenit and Valencia CF at the Petrovsky stadium in St Petersburg yesterday. —AFP 


