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KUWAIT: Current and former Kuwait National Petroleum Corporation officials are pictured during a ceremony to honor those who contributed in signing Al-Zour Refinery projectís contracts. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Kuwait National Petroleum
Corporation (KNPC) held a ceremony yester-
day to honor current and former officials
who contributed in signing Al-Zour Refinery
project’s contracts. CEO Mohammad Al-
Mutairi said in a speech at the event quoted
by Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) that the

project “boosts KNPC’s competitive capabili-
ties in light of the great fluctuations in the
global oil markets.”

Al-Zour Refinery, which is slated to com-
plete around 2017, will have a refinement
capacity of 615,000 barrels per day, brining
KNPC’s total production capacity to 1.4 mil-

lion barrels of high quality products per day.
The refinery has a strategic goal of sup-

plying low sulfur fuel (less than one percent
compared to current four percent sulfur
fuel) to the local power plants. This will sig-
nificantly reduce pollutant emissions and in
that sense it constitutes a special impor-

tance to the environment.
The contract to build the $16-billion

refinery were signed on October 13, 2015
were with 10 foreign companies including
Spain’s Tecnicas Reunidas, China’s Sinopec,
South Korea’s Hyundai, SK, Daewoo and
Hanwha, Britain-based Fluor, Italy’s Saipem

and India’s Essar. Last year, the KNPC signed
contracts for a $12 bill ion project to
upgrade two of its three existing refineries.
Kuwait sits on 101.5 billion barrels of crude
reserves - equivalent to 6.8 percent of the
world’s proven reserves according to the lat-
est OPEC figures. It pumps 2.8 million bpd.

KNPC honors officials who helped sign Al-Zour Refinery contracts

Education Minister Dr Bader Al-Essa visits Zain’s booth.

Zain makes keynote address at 
NUKS USA 32nd annual conference 

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommu-
nications company in Kuwait,
announced its participation in the
opening ceremony of the National
Union of Kuwaiti Students in the United
States (NUKS USA) 32nd annual confer-
ence, held in San Diego in the presence
of many distinguished national identi-
ties.  The Minister of Education and
Minister of Higher Education Dr Badr
Al-Essa, and the Kuwaiti Ambassador to
the US, Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, visited Zain’s booth during
the opening ceremony. The company’s
platinum sponsorship is in line with its
interest in supporting young national
role models, with this conference bring-
ing together distinguished national fig-
ures from Kuwait’s political, social, and
economic circles. 

During Zain’s keynote address, Zain
Kuwait’s Corporate Communications
and Relations Director Waleed Al-
Khashti said, “Zain is glad to yet again
be an integral part of this annual pro-
ject’s success. Our responsibility as a
leading national company motivated
us to be here amongst our students
who work very hard to pursue their
education abroad”. 

Khashti continued, “We believe that
nations will only flourish and progress

with the hopes and dreams of their
youth, and life will stay wonderful as
long as we work hard to make our
dreams come true.”

Khashti stressed: “Zain is delighted
to be next to our dear students every

year, as they were all trusted to be
Kuwait’s ambassadors and emissaries
abroad, and have the potential and
determination to take responsibility
and make decisions to make their
home country proud.” 

Zain considers itself a core partner

to all student activities and initiatives,
as it seeks to remain youth-oriented,
and interested in the development and
well-being of young Kuwaitis who will
develop to become contributing mem-
bers of their societies. Zain believes in
the pivotal role private sector organiza-
tions can play in the progress of
nations, and continuously strives to
solidify its role in this regard.

Zain will be organizing a number of
cultural and sporting activities to enrich
this year’s NUKS USA program, includ-
ing two football tournaments for male
and female students, an honoring cere-
mony to recognize top performing stu-
dents, as well as a special participation
in the event’s careers fair to interact
with graduates. 

Zain sees its annual participation in
the conference as part of its responsi-
bility as a leading national company to
help provide bright and enthusiastic
young Kuwaitis who are looking to
enter the job market with suitable
career development opportunities. 

Participating in this event affirms
Zain’s role as a leading national compa-
ny that takes the development of
young people seriously, with the ulti-
mate intention to induce positive
change within the Kuwaiti society.

Waleed Al-Khashti delivers Zain’s
keynote speech at the conference.

KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-growing
and most developed telecom operator,
announced the conclusion of the 51st
annual national conference of the
National Union of Kuwaiti Students
(NUKS) - United Kingdom and Ireland
branch, held under the patronage of
Minister of Education and Higher
Education Dr Bader Hamad Al-Essa, on
20 and 21 November 2015.

VIVA has announced recently its
sponsorship for the third year in a row
for this annual conference that includes
significant activities met with students’
admiration and interest, in a distinctive
national and family atmosphere.

On this occasion, Abdulrazaq Bader
Al-Essa, Director of Corporate
Communications Division at VIVA com-
mented: “We will keep our promise to
support the students’ activities, either
inside or outside our beloved country
Kuwait, in the frame of our corporate
social responsibility program.” 

VIVA’s Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) activities can be
reviewed on the company’s website at

https://www.viva.com.kw/csr.  This
offers a description of each CSR initia-

tive that VIVA has supported, or taken
on since its inception. 

VIVA concludes 51st  NUKS UK
and Ireland Annual Conference

KIPCO participates in
32nd NUKS-USA Conference

KUWAIT: Kuwait Projects Company
(KIPCO) participated in the 32nd
Conference of the National Union
of Kuwaiti Students - USA Branch
(NUKS-USA) for the fifth consecu-
tive year. KIPCO was a Platinum

Sponsor for the event, which was
held on November 25-28 in San
Diego, California. 

Speaking at the opening cere-
mony of the conference, themed
‘Awakening Kuwait’s Dream’, Eman
Al-Awadhi,  KIPCO’s Group
Communications Director, said:
“With young Kuwaitis accounting
for more than 70 percent of the
population, both the government
and the private sector are placing
great importance on this segment
of the society. KIPCO believes that
Kuwait ’s  social  and economic
development depends heavily on
the creativity and innovation that
this young and talented generation
has to offer.”

She added: “As part of KIPCO’s
business philosophy, we seek ways
to support young people as they
graduate and take on the opportu-
nities available to them in different

business sectors. This is why it is
important for us to interact with
students such as yourselves, who
are being educated in some of the
world’s best universities, and to
understand how to utilize your
knowledge and international expo-
sure to achieve greater levels of
success at the personal, business
and national levels.”

KIPCO and its Group companies
also participated in the Career Fair,
which included an interactive ses-
sion led by social media celebrity,
Ali Al-Fadhala, known as 228. The
students were quizzed about the
companies and those who
answered correctly each received
an X-Change Prepaid Card from
Burgan Bank, worth $300. KIPCO
and several of its Group companies
will be engaging students in sever-
al events over the course of the
conference.

SAN DIEGO: ‘Al-Wihda’ group won the
election of the National Union Kuwaiti
Students (NUKS) USA branch, which
was held in San Diego, California late
on Friday. The runners for the race this
year were Al-Wihda and Student
Future.

The past year ‘Al-Wihda’ won by
350 votes’ difference, as compared to
360 in the new polling. Over 4,440
students registered to participate in
the 32nd annual Conference of NUKS
themed “Kuwait’s dream is fulfilled
with us,” where more than 5,000
Kuwaiti students showed up.

Kuwaiti Minister of Education and
Higher Education Dr Bader Al-Essa

attended the inauguration of the con-
ference, along with Kuwaiti
Ambassador to the US Sheikh Salem
Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah whom both
urged in their speeches to shun sec-
tarianism and tribalism while partici-
pating in the voting process.

Workshop
The National Project for Small and

Medium Size Enterprises (Mubader)
held here late Friday a workshop on
the sidelines of the 32nd conference
for the US branch of the National
Union for Kuwaiti Students (NUKS-
US). The project’s CEO Abrar Al-
Masoud told KUNA that the workshop

focused on enabling and teaching
Kuwaiti students how to establish
their own small projects prior to their
graduation, adding that beginning
early would benefit both the business
owners and the future prospects of
Kuwait.

She said that the project was keen
in partaking in the conference held
here, affirming that this participation
was in line with the Kuwaiti leader-
ship’s call for supporting small busi-
ness projects. The NUKS conference
opened last Thursday by Minister
Essa. The event’s main theme focuses
on students’ role in achieving Kuwait’s
development goals. — KUNA

Al-Wihda student group
wins NUKS-US elections

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank provided its plat-
inum sponsorship for the 32nd
National Union of Kuwaitis Students
(NUKS) conference in the United
States. The conference, which is being
sponsored by the Bank for the third
consecutive year, which took place 26-
28 November at the Hilton Bayfront in
San Diego, California.  

The NUKS-USA conference was the
largest annual gathering of Kuwaitis
outside the country. More than 3,500
students enrolled in colleges and uni-
versities across the United States are
attending the conference. The confer-
ence spanned three days and includ-
ed numerous formal and informal
activities.  These included: lectures;
workshops; a career fair; elections for
the new NUKS board; and the oppor-
tunity to network amongst them-
selves and the institutional represen-
tatives taking part in the event. 

During the first day’s events, the
Bank took part in the Career Fair.  In
addition to discussing career options
and holding interviews, the partici-
pants were able to register for Gulf
Bank’s special prize draw.  This year’s
draw is being done by raffle and is
open to all students participating in
the conference.  To enter the raffle
draw, students merely had to sign up
at the Gulf Bank booth in the career
fair area.  The draw prizes will be pre-
paid gift cards, from $2,500 for the
grand prize: second and third prize
winners will  win $1650 each; the

remaining twelve winners will win
prizes of $1,000 and $500.

Later in the evening, Gulf Bank rep-
resentatives Salma Al-Hajjaj, General
Manager of Human Resources at Gulf
Bank, and Tareq Al-Saleh, Assistant
General Manager of Investments at
Gulf Bank, participated in the opening
ceremony dinner.  During the dinner,
Gulf Bank showed a video presenting
its “Ajyal” Graduate Development
Program. The video about the Ajyal
(Generations) Graduate Development
Program highlighted the strategic
importance the Bank places on nur-
turing local talent and providing
opportunities to Kuwaiti nationals to
assume leadership positions within
the Bank.  

During the conference, the Bank
also sponsored the ‘Start-Up Panel’
(Tajriba Al Oula) where students pre-
sented business startup ideas to a
panel of judges. 

The Bank also held two workshops,
one on “Gender Diversity and Women
in the Workplace” by Salma Al-Hajjaj,
who discussed the challenges she
overcame in her successful profes-
sional journey and shared ideas about
diversity in the 21st century work-
place.  The other workshop was on
“Global Investments Firms Landscape:
Introduction to Asset Management
Firms and Investment Banking” by
Tareq Al-Saleh, who provided an
overview of the investment industry,
including career options. 

Eman Al-Awadhi speaking at the
opening ceremony.

Gulf Banks sponsored
NUKS-US Conference

Gulf Bank’s team


