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Is the world about to change the slogan
of the war on terrorism to World War III?
Will we hear the drums of war again

after 70 years of world peace since the last
world war? Is it going to reshape the world
map?

Clearly there are different views and sce-
narios for the world’s major powers that
manage crucial decisions on how the situa-
tion must end or be controlled in the light
of the proliferation of terrorist organiza-
tions, their branches and agents around the
world, all posing a major threat to everyone.
It seems until there is understanding of the
beneficiaries of these organizations, the
announcement of a new war is inevitable.

Some believe that the shooting down by
Turkey of a Russian fighter jet was like pour-
ing oil on fire that created extra tension in
the region that may lead to a new war. But I
don’t believe in this view, because Turkish
foreign policy has had a fixed principle for
centuries, whereas Russian ambitions in the
region are the greatest threat to Turkey. So
Russia and Turkey are in different camps
and an international consensus broker is
essential, of course. The United States of
America is playing this role now.

Even if we assume that this incident
hadn’t occurred, the heated conditions are
not going to calm down nor peace
achieved as long as there is almost an inter-
national cover for unknown organizations
calling themselves Islamic. But the truth of
the matter is that the Islamic religion is
innocent. And whether these militants
declare themselves moderate, opposition,
extreme or by any other name, they are still
eyeing a spot in a rich and strategic area
like Syria or Iraq, which is a real disaster for
us in this region.

Right now there is a state of global alert
against IS in the wake of the recent Paris
attacks and the downing of a Russian pas-
senger aircraft over Sinai. Turkey seems
concerned that the Russian position will
increase stiffness in the war on terror,
whether it is done with the consent of the
US, Saudi Arabia and other countries or not,
especially now that Russia has a strong

hand in the region and major allies. So
events may evolve in the coming days
faster than we expect, especially with the
elimination of large terrorist organizations
such as IS and others. This is not a contro-
versial topic, bearing in mind the possibility
of all  terror groups uniting together.
Interests unite enemies.

This matter does not require a lot of
intelligence. Every world war needs a con-
flict somewhere for the interests of greater
powers to create a new world order. And
with the large number of terrorist organiza-
tions inside Syria, the land is ready.

Even if an alliance is formed now
between the great powers to destroy IS, it
may result in a conflict between the major
powers on how to do so. It appears that
both Russia and the United States are hold-
ing different views about the way the
future of Syria must be shaped and the role
of terrorist organizations. It seems clear
that Russia finds these organizations a
threat to be eliminated, but the United
States’ statements do not seem agreeable
to this scenario, especially with the US elec-
tion coming soon.  

No country is safe today from the possi-
bility of a world war. Any fighting here
could spread to other parts of the world,
even to faraway countries such as India,
Pakistan or the East China Sea region, for
example, especially if China conducts pre-
emptive strikes on US military installations.
The US will be forced to respond, and the
entire Pacific region will then fall into a
quagmire of chaos.  

Henry Kissinger, former US national
security adviser, said in an interview recent-
ly: “The view of World War III appears on the
horizon with its two ends, which are the
United States on the one hand and China,
Russia and Iran on the other”. He added
that this war will be a draconian one with
one victor - the United States. 

That was his point of view. But we are no
longer in the era of World War I and II, and
in light of the overlapping of ideologies
and global pandemonium, I do not think
that there will be any victors. 
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World War III

Man arrested

with weapons,

ammunition

A police patrol car damaged following an accident at
the Fourth Ring Road.

Weapons and ammunition found with a man who was
arrested yesterday.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: A GCC national was arrested with possession of
an AK47 rifle, two guns, a shotgun and some ammunition,
said security sources. Case papers indicate that weapons
detectives had been tipped off concerning the suspect’s
possession of unlicensed weapons and on storming his
house, the weapons were found. 

Two suspects arrested with drugs in this handout photo.

Banned substances
Two Arab men were arrested for possessing and trading

in banned pills, said security sources. Case papers indicate
that narcotics detectives had been tipped off concerning
one of the suspects’ activities selling drugs. On storming
his house, detectives found 97 pills he admitted were for
sale. The suspect led the police to a compatriot trading in
pills as well, and on raiding the second suspect’s house,
detectives found 173 pills. A case was field.  

Officer injured
A traffic police officer was yesterday injured when a

pickup truck collided into his patrol car as he was tending
to another accident along the Fourth Ring Road, said secu-
rity sources. The sources explained that the policeman was
dispatched to examine an accident between two public
transport buses and a citizen’s vehicle, and while he was
doing so, a vehicle driven by a citizen rammed into the
patrol car. The policeman sustained head and neck injuries
and was rushed to Sabah Hospital. 

KUWAIT: The topic of budget sustainability
is a vital one that was recommended by pre-
vious studies, Minister of Social Affairs and
Labor and Minister of State for Planning and
Development Hind Al-Subaih has said. A
statement by the Secretariat of the Supreme
Council for Planning and Development
(SCPD) yesterday quoted the Minister as say-
ing that she understands the topic in light of
the state reliance on oil by up to 93 percent
as the major source of national income.

Subaih made the statement at a panel ses-
sion held on Wednesday under the title ‘sus-
tainability of Kuwait’s budget,’ the SCPD said.
The minister noted that she would move
positively on the topic with ministers and
MPs, reiterating eagerness by the SCPD to
prepare a relevant report, involving econo-
mists. The report will offer recommenda-
tions for solving the problems of wage and
subsidy inflation, based on a definite
timetable, she noted. — KUNA

Budget sustainability

vital issue: Minister

KUWAIT: Minister Hind Al-Subaih speaks during a panel session held at the
Secretariat of the Supreme Council for Planning and Development. — KUNA

New truck ban hours

on Wafra highway 306

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Interior Ministr y ’s
Assistant Undersecretar y for
Traff ic Affairs Major General
Abdullah Al-Muhanna
announced changing truck ban
hours along Wafra highway
number 306 to 6:00 am - 8:00 am
instead of 6:30 am - 9:30 am, and
from 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm instead
of 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm. Muhanna
stressed that reducing the ban
hours only applied to this specif-
ic road due to the very heavy
traffic on it.

Food security
The Public Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish

Resources (PAAAFR) plans to withdraw all land plots allo-
cated for food security from beneficiaries who had not
respected their contract conditions, Acting Director Faisal
Al-Hasawi said. Owners of these farms have already been
warned but they failed to comply within a previous notice
period, Hasawi added. Meanwhile, PAAAFR asked the
municipality to provide it with coordinates and satellite
images of Benaider reservation so that it could be turned
into a sanctuary for natural desert plants. 

Major General Abdullah Al-
Muhanna

Dow Chemical’s report to

be returned to committee
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Well-informed parliamentary
sources said that the government wants to
return the Dow Chemical’s report to the
parliament’s public funds protection com-
mittee once it is put up for discussion in
Tuesday’s session. The sources explained
that lawmakers disagree concerning the
report and that some of them rejected it
because the committee had not listened to
the testimonies of former senior oil sector
officials accused in the case. 

KAC staff
MP Khalil Al-Saleh stressed that Kuwait

Airways Company’s (KAC) insistence to
transfer a large number of its employees to
other government bodies with the excuse
that they have legal and financial statuses
was not convincing. Saleh added that

resorting to the fatwa and legislation
department was but an attempt to give
this ‘suspicious’ decision a legal form and
hide behind the decisions taken by the fat-
wa department. 

Oil projects
The Kuwaiti-Iraqi joint oil committee

decided postponing some joint oil projects
and further discuss them during the next
meeting of the joint supreme committee
due to be held next month. Informed
sources said the delay was due to technical
proceedings in those projects as well as
low oil prices. The sources added that the
Iraqi side stressed readiness to act as a
bridge to deliver Iranian gas to Kuwait once
an agreement was made in this regard,
especially since using Iraqi territories would
be much easier than building a pipeline
between Kuwait and Iran. 

Authority concludes

campaign to promote

amended bylaws

KUWAIT: Kuwait Capital Market Authority, having conclud-
ed first stage of its promotion campaign for amendment of
executive bylaws, says the new rules are comprehensive
and compatible with latest regulatory systems operated by
security markets worldwide.

The executive bylaws “will constitute a decisive phase
with respect of activity and overhaul of the financial securi-
ties market, to be in tandem with the (State) development
approach that warrants an adequate investment environ-
ment where a competent finance market is one of the
foundations,” the authority said in a statement yesterday.

The campaign for promoting the new modified laws
was carried out through SMSs and other communication
means, it said, indicating that it promoted the legal and
regulatory rules for supervision, reporting and investigat-
ing irregularities, adjudication, complaints’ examination,
forms of protests and investigation mechanisms.

The regulations, as promoted in the campaign, deal
with licensing, assets’ evaluation and capital requirements
in some activities. They also cover subjects such as defini-
tion of the “market maker,” and role of the authority and
the market in this regard. Second phase of the campaign
begins on Sunday and proceeds till December 22nd.
Workshops will address topics such as clients’ funds and
assets, rules for managing portfolios, work ethics, rules for
compulsory and voluntary acquisitions. — KUNA

LONDON: The Kuwait Oil Tanker Company (KOTC) fleet has
transported up to 22 million metric tons (MT) of crude, petro-
leum products and liquefied gas around the world with high
efficiency since the start of the FY 2015-2016, a senior official
has said. The KOTC tankers enjoy high confidence of giant
firms of the world’s oil industry, such as British BP, Shell, Total,
Exxon Mobil and Chevron, KOTC Fleet Marine Operations
Manager Youssef Al-Saqer, also company spokesman, said yes-
terday. Saqer noted that the KOTC is keen on applying the
world’s conditions and criteria in line with the maritime trans-
port laws. In addition, the KOTC tankers are provided with the
latest equipment for the protection of the environment and
efficient consumption of fuel. The KOTC is the strategic trans-
port arm of the Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) and the
State of Kuwait, Saqer said. 

Cargo carriage 
On Friday, Assistant Undersecretary of the Ministry of

Communication for Transport Sector Mansour Al-Bader said
that the State of Kuwait, as a major oil exporter, has one of the
world’s most modern fleets. “The Kuwaiti fleet, made up of 350
container ships, has a total carriage capacity of 5.1 million
tons,” said Bader, head of Kuwait’s delegation to the 29th
Assembly of the International Maritime Organization (IMO).
“Shipping represents 90 percent of the carriage of cargo,
including oil, oil by-products and livestock,” he pointed out.

Regarding the efforts to protect marine environment, Al-
Bader said Kuwait hosted a regional meeting in 1978 which
culminated into the launching of the Kuwait-based Regional
Organization for the Protection of the Marine Environment
(ROPME).  —KUNA

KOTC fleet carries

22m MT of crude

around the globe


