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PARIS: French President Francois Hollande has urged
British MPs to back an air campaign against the Islamic
State group in Syria, as thousands prepared to march
on London yesterday to oppose the plans.

Hollande made the appeal after a tribute to the 130
victims of the Paris attacks, during which he vowed to
destroy the “army of fanatics” behind the violence that
rocked the French capital two weeks ago. “On
November 13, a day we will never forget, France was hit
at its very heart,” Hollande told a sombre commemora-
tion in the Invalides, the 17th-century complex housing
Napoleon’s tomb on Friday. “To all of you, I solemnly
promise that France will do everything to destroy the
army of fanatics that committed these crimes,” he said.

Speaking later at the Commonwealth summit in
Malta, where he flew after the ceremonies in Paris,
Hollande called on British lawmakers to support
France’s intervention in Syria. “I can only call on all
British members of parliament, in solidarity with France
but, above all, conscious of the fight against terrorism,
to approve this intervention,” he said.

Hollande has already been backed by Germany,
which has offered Tornado reconnaissance jets, a
naval frigate, and 650 soldiers to relieve French forces
in Mali. 

Memories of Iraq 
British Prime Minister David Cameron made his case

for air strikes to parliament on Thursday ahead of a vote
expected next week.  But many MPs are still troubled
by the memory of unpopular British interventions in
Iraq and Afghanistan under then Labour prime minister
Tony Blair. The Stop the War Coalition-which also led
demonstrations against British intervention in Iraq-has
organised a major rally in London to protest the move,
with thousands expected to march on Downing Street
yesterday afternoon. “We are calling on all our groups
to organize protests in their towns and cities on the
same day. We need to resist this brutalising and dehu-
manizing spiral of violence,” the group said on a
Facebook page to advertise the event.

Spanish activists also called for peace protests yes-
terday, with the country still scarred from extremist
attacks following its involvement in the Iraq war.

The 2004 attacks saw Al-Qaeda-inspired bombers
blow up four packed commuter trains and kill 191 peo-
ple in retaliation for then prime minister Jose Maria
Aznar’s decision to join the US-led Iraq invasion.
Leading personalities, including Barcelona Mayor Ada
Colau and Pilar Manjon, head of an association for vic-
tims of Madrid’s attacks, have called for nationwide

peace protests to denounce the use of further force.
Their online manifesto has been signed by more

than 28,000 people and demonstrations are planned in
Madrid, Barcelona, Seville and Valencia and other loca-
tions. France has said that all 27 of its EU partners have
pledged to help in some way to strike at the Islamic
State group, but Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy
has so far remained evasive on the issue. The Paris
attacks-claimed in response for French air strikes on the
jihadists in Iraq and Syria-inflicted the worst-ever toll on
French soil, leaving 130 dead and 350 wounded. Most
victims were under 35.

Vote looms
Around 4,000 people joined a protest in London yes-

terday against Britain potentially joining air strikes against
the Islamic State (IS) group in Syria. Parliament is expect-
ed to vote on the issue next week after Prime Minister
David Cameron pushed MPs to back the move in the
wake of this month’s Paris attacks.The demonstration was
organised by the Stop The War Coalition protest move-
ment. Its chairman Andrew Murray urged demonstrators
to “stand behind” Jeremy Corbyn, the leader of the main
opposition Labor party and a former Stop the War
Coalition chairman, in opposing air strikes. — Agencies
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PARIS: People gather at Place de la Republique (Republic Square) in Paris yesterday to pay tribute to the victims of the
November 13 terror attacks. — AFP

KAMPALA: Large crowds of Ugandans greet-
ed Pope Francis yesterday as he held a mass
youth rally and honoured martyred
Christians on his landmark trip to Africa,
which he dubbed “the continent of hope”.

The 78-year-old pontiff was greeted by
wild cheers and singing at a shrine to the
martyrs at Namugongo, just outside the cap-
ital Kampala, that honours more than 40
Christians who were executed in the 19th
century for refusing to recant their faith.

“Pope Francis we love you!”, young
Christians chanted at a youth rally at the
Kololo grounds in Kampala, as thousands
danced to pumping music, cheering as the
pontiff leaned out of the popemobile to kiss
babies. Over 100,000 people had waited
from before dawn at the open-air shrine to
attend the mass, a highlight of his visit to
Uganda, the second leg of his trip after
Kenya, and before travelling to war-torn
Central African Republic (CAR) today.

A total of 45 Catholics and Protestants,
many of them youngsters working as royal
pages, were executed by King Mwanga of
Buganda-a 19th century kingdom that was
located in the south of present-day Uganda-
between 1885 and 1887. 

At issue was their refusal to comply with

the king’s sexual advances towards them and
other young boys in the court. “Today, we
recall with gratitude the sacrifice of the
Uganda martyrs,”  Francis said at the
Namugongo shrine where 26 of them were
burned alive on June 3, 1886. “Not only were
their lives threatened but so too were the
lives of the younger boys under their care,”
he said. “They were fearless in bringing Christ
to others, even at the cost of their lives.” 

Gay rights in focus 
Catholic faithful from neighboring war-

torn South Sudan were also among the wor-
shippers, having travelled 12 hours by bus to
catch a glimpse of the Argentine pope, who
has made humility and help for the poor a
hallmark of his tenure. 

Fighting poverty has been a key theme of
his visit but some of the faithful were hoping
to hear the pontiff’s thoughts on other issues
such as gay rights. “The challenges we have
in Uganda are early pregnancies, drug abuse
and homosexuality,” said 18-year old school-
girl Joyce Adong, dressed in her uniform and
carrying rosary beads. 

Homosexuality remains illegal in many
countries in Africa, including Kenya and
Uganda, where lawmakers passed tough

anti-homosexuality legislation in 2013 that
was later overturned on a technicality.

Ugandan gay rights activists had asked to
meet the pope, who has said gay people

should not be marginalized, but it was not
clear if the meeting took place.

Among the visitors from South Sudan
was President Salva Kiir who held a brief pri-

vate meeting with the pope, according to a
South Sudanese government official who
gave no further details.

“If there’s one country he should visit, it’s
South Sudan,” said 37-year-old Anthony Beda
from South Sudan, wearing a pope badge
and waving a flag with the pontiff’s face on
it.  “I want to hear his powerful words of unity
and compassion,” Beda told AFP, saying it
could help stop the civil war there. “I would
love him to go... It would be a blessing.” In the
midst of the crowds in Kampala, a police-
woman went into labour, giving birth to a
baby girl that she named Franchesca-the
female version of Francis, Uganda’s New
Vision newspaper reported.

Arrests in Kenya 
Francis, who railed against corruption

and wealthy minorities who hoard resources
at the expense of the poor during his three
days in Kenya, struck a more optimistic tone
since arriving in neighbouring Uganda late
Friday. “The world looks to Africa as the con-
tinent of hope,” he said in his opening
speech, hailing Uganda’s outstanding
response in accommodating hundreds of
thousands of refugees from neighboring
war-torn states.  — AFP
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KAMPALA: Crowds cheer Pope Francis as he arrives at Kololo airstrip in
Kampala yesterday. Pope Francis left Kenya for Uganda where he will spend
two days before continuing on to the Central African Republic, a country
wracked by sectarian conflict. — AFP

NAIROBI: Kenyan security forces have
arrested two Kenyan men with links to Iran
on suspicion of planning attacks in the East
African nation, the Interior Ministry said yes-
terday. The ministry originally identified
both men as Iranians, but a spokesman later
said it had issued that detail in error and the
two men had links to Iran, not Iranian
nationality. “The two men, Abubakar Sadiq
Louw and Yassin Sambai Juma, have admit-
ted to conspiring to mount terror attacks
against Western targets in Kenya,” the min-
istry said.

It said their targets included “hotels in
Nairobi frequented by Western tourists and
diplomats.” Louw, 69, was a Kenyan passport
holder and a prominent figure in Nairobi’s
Shi’ite Muslim community, the ministry said
in the statement. Suspected of working on
behalf of Iran’s elite military Qods Force,
Louw recruited 25-year-old Juma from
Nairobi, it said.

Louw told investigators he had arranged
for Juma to travel to Iran and introduced

him to a Qods force contact, the ministry
added. Interior Ministry spokesman
Mwenda Njoka confirmed to Reuters that
Juma was also a Kenyan. Kenya has suffered
from a series of attacks by Somali Islamist
group al Shabaab, a Sunni Muslim group
that has said its assaults are aimed at driving
Kenyan troops and other members of an
African Union force out of Somalia.

There was no indication of any link to the
latest arrests. Two Iranian men were sen-
tenced to life in prison by a Kenyan court in
2013 for planning to carry out bombings a
year earlier in the East African country. The
ministry said those two men also had links
to Qods Force.

In 2014, a court ordered an Iranian man
and woman held under anti-terrorism laws
to serve two years in jail or pay a fine after
admitting to using fake Israeli passports to
enter Kenya. They had been detained on
suspicion of planning an attack, but officials
did not say if those suspicions were laid to
rest. — Reuters
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MADRID: Spain’s government is stuck between a rock
and a hard place. Keen to show France support in its
battle against extremism, Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy
is also acutely aware that any concrete engagement
will awaken the ghosts of Spain’s devastating 2004
attacks just weeks ahead of general elections, experts
say. The attacks saw Al-Qaeda-inspired bombers blow
up four packed commuter trains and kill 191 people in
retaliation for then prime minister Jose Maria Aznar’s
decision to join the US-led Iraq invasion, precipitating
his party’s defeat at ensuing elections. “The Spanish
experience of the war in Iraq was disastrous and public
opinion is very careful and sensitive to this type of
intervention,” said Nicolas Sartorius, vice-president of
the Alternatives Foundation think tank.

“It’s logical that when you have an experience like
that of 2004 and elections within weeks you react with
some prudence, and Rajoy is trying not to repeat
Aznar’s hugely serious mistakes.” France said
Wednesday that all 27 of its EU partners had pledged to
help in some way to strike at the Islamic State group
that claimed responsibility for the Paris attacks, but
Rajoy has so far remained evasive on the issue. The
Spanish leader, who hails from the same Popular Party
as Aznar and was elected in 2011, said Thursday he had
not received any official demand for help from Paris. 

But he pointed out that Spain was already support-
ing France in its fight against extremism, particularly
with 117 of its troops stationed in Mali and 57 in
Senegal.

‘We have to be with France’ 
The hot-button issue has been at the forefront of

debate ahead of December 20 elections, as specula-
tion mounts that Spain is considering getting
involved in the US-led coalition battling IS, as does
criticism of Rajoy’s silence on the issue. “The prime
minister should seek the consensus of the majority of
political forces on potential support for military inter-
vention in Syria, not to dodge his obligations but to
confront them,” read a comment piece in the centre-

right El Mundo daily.
“If this is a war, we have to be with France, without

a doubt.” Rajoy brought together nine smaller political
parties on Thursday to agree to an “anti-terrorist pact”
that he had already signed in February with the main
opposition Socialists. The pact essentially reinforces
police and legal powers to fight jihadists and those
who recruit them. — AFP

As elections near, scarred Spain 

wavers on France military support

MADRID: People holding banners that read in Spanish: “Peace” shout slogans during
a protest against the bombing in Syria and Iraq, in Madrid, yesterday. During the ral-
ly protesters also observed a minute of silence in honor of people killed in countries
including France, Syria, Libya, Iraq, Lebanon and Tunisia. — AP

HANOVER:  The leader of Germany’s anti-
immigrant AfD party, riding a wave of public
anger against Chancellor Angela Merkel’s asy-
lum policy, yesterday called on her to resign
for throwing the country’s doors open to
migrants.

“Merkel, step down. You can do it,” Frauke
Petry told some 600 AfD supporters, mainly
grey-haired men, putting a new twist on
Merkel’s “Wir schaffen das” (We can do it) mes-
sage to those who doubt Germany can deal
with the influx of migrants expected to reach
one million this year.

Petry, whose Alternative for Germany is
enjoying an improbable revival after nearly
imploding in a power struggle, said her party
stood a real chance of entering three new
state parliaments next year and the national
parliament for the first time in 2017. Petry
drew at least four standing ovations with
attacks on what she called Merkel’s undemoc-
ratic decision to open Germany’s borders to
migrants who are expected to reach one mil-
lion this year. Petry and Joerg Meuthen took
over the AfD from Bernd Lucke, who in July left
the party he founded in 2013 to oppose euro
zone bailouts, citing a xenophobic shift.

The AfD placed third nationally, at 10.5 per-
cent, for the first time this month in a survey
for pollsters INSA after polling at 3 per cent
after Lucke’s exit. It has been stealing votes
from Merkel’s CDU conservatives. The party
presented its plan to end what it described as
“asylum chaos” at a summit in Hanover. About

2,500 leftist activists, some carrying banners
reading “Racism is no alternative”, staged a
demonstration outside the venue. AfD wants
drastically to reduce the number of refugees in
Germany by rejecting Syrians and Iraqis who
come from “safe third states” like Turkey and
Lebanon, and turn down asylum applicants
without identification documents, among oth-
er steps.

It also wants to cut to 48 hours the process-
ing time for asylum applications. Under Petry,
the party has attracted far-right supporters
and officials, prompting criticism from the
German media and politicians who szay it is
xenophobic. Petry said her party was the vic-
tim of a defamation campaign and called the
media “the Pinocchio press” and
“Luegenpresse” (lying press), a Nazi-era term
which anti-immigrant protesters have revived.

She added that the uncontrolled influx of
asylum seekers raised the risk of “terror
attacks” like in Paris earlier this month. AfD
won seats in the Hamburg state assembly in
February, entering a legislature in western
Germany for the first time, and has since also
gained seats in Bremen.

It previously had seats in Saxony, Thuringia
and Brandenburg in eastern Germany - where
resentment against refugees is greatest - and
is gaining further momentum nationally. 

Its biggest test will be the federal election
in two years.  Some pollsters believe it will
implode before then, either because of infight-
ing or if the refugee crisis eases. — Reuters
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BELGRADE: Some assault rifles used by
the Islamic militants in the Nov 13 Paris
attacks and later seized in police raids were
produced in the former Yugoslavia’s state
arsenal, the company’s director said yester-
day.

Milojko Brzakovic, director of the
Zastava (Banner) Arms factory in the city of
Kragujevac in central Serbia, said that they
were part of a batch of M70 assault rifles, a
improved Yugoslav copy of the Soviet-
designed AK47, produced in 1987 and
1988.  “We have checked seven, maybe
eight serial numbers received from the
police in our database and found that guns
from that particular batch were sent to mil-
itary depots in Slovenia, Bosnia and
Macedonia,” Brzakovic told Reuters.

Zastava Arms, then called Zavodi
Crvena Zastava, served as the sole state
arsenal for small arms for the now-defunct
Communist Yugoslav army and police. It
still produces weapons for the Serbian gov-
ernment, hunting and sports. In the 1970s
and 1990s the company was also a major
arms exporter to the then-Yugoslavia’s

allies in Africa, Asia and the Middle East
and it is still a exports to a number of mar-
kets including the United States.

“There’s no doubt they were produced
by us (Zastava Arms), we were the only
producer then, and we have serial num-
bers of everything we ever produced, but
in the 1990s anyone could get a hold of
them in army depots,” he said. Most of the
Western Balkans is awash with hundreds of
thousands of i l legal weapons that
remained in private hands and organized
crime gangs following wars and unrest in
the 1990s and weapons smuggling per-
sists. “Sales are now tightly controlled by
the government and every piece of
weapons slated for export must be
approved by authorities and accounted
for,” he said.

Brzakovic said that police also inquired
about a CZ99 9mm pistol, also a Zastava
Oruzje product since 1980s. “We have
found it went to a company registered for
weapons retail in Serbia and now the
police will find the first buyer and follow
the trail of the gun.” — Reuters
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