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NEW DELHI: Gunmen attacked a Shiite mosque in
Bangladesh, killing one person and wounding three
others, in the latest in a wave of deadly assaults this
year on foreigners, secular writers and members of
the Shiite community in the Sunni-majority nation.

The attacks, claimed by radical Islamist groups,
have alarmed the international community and
raised concerns that religious extremism is taking
hold in the traditionally moderate country. The
Islamic State group and a local affiliate have claimed
responsibility for the killings of two foreigners - an
Italian aid worker and a Japanese agricultural worker
- as well as for attacks on the country’s minority
Shiite Muslim community.

Bangladesh’s government, led by Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, has repeatedly said that IS has no
organizational presence in the country. It accuses
domestic Islamist groups along with the main oppo-
sition Bangladesh Nationalist Party and its main ally,
the Jamaat-e-Islami party, of carrying out the attacks
to destabilize the South Asian nation for political
gains.

A look at the main Islamic political parties and
radical groups:

JAMAAT-E-ISLAMI PARTY
Jamaat-e-Islami is Bangladesh’s largest Islamist

party and a partner of the main opposition
Bangladesh Nationalist Party, which is led by former

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia - an archrival of current
leader Hasina. The party advocates the introduction
of Shariah, or Islamic laws.

Jamaat-e-Islami and its leaders openly opposed
Bangladesh’s 1971 war to gain independence from
Pakistan. Its members formed groups and militias to
aid Pakistani soldiers during the war and acted as an
auxiliary force involved in kidnappings and killings
of those who supported independence. Many of its
top leaders fled the country after independence,
but returned following the 1975 assassination of
independence leader Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Jamaat-e-Islami was banned for a brief period
after the 1971 war, but was revived in 1979 after a
military dictatorship took power following a series
of coups and counter-coups. The group gained in
strength and became a serious political force by the
early 2000s.

Many of its top leaders have been accused of war
crimes. Last week, Ali Ahsan Mohammad Mujahid, a
leader during the war, was executed despite con-
cerns that the legal proceedings against him were
flawed. Both its former leader Ghulam Azam and
current chief Matiur Rahman Chowdhury have been
convicted of war crimes by a special tribunal set up
by Hasina in 2010 to deal with 1971 crimes. Two
other senior leaders have also been executed for
their role in the 1971 war.

Bangladesh’s High Court canceled the party’s reg-

istration in 2013, effectively barring it from contest-
ing elections. The party has appealed the decision.

ANSARULLAH BANGLA TEAM
Ansarullah Bangla Team came to light as an

active Islamist group in 2013, when secular blogger
Ahmed Rajib Haider was killed by attackers in front
of his home in Dhaka, the capital.  Detectives arrest-
ed seven suspects, including students at a top pri-
vate university and the group’s alleged chief,
Jasimuddin Rahmani, a former imam of a Dhaka
mosque.

They have been indicted and are currently facing
trial. The other suspects said Rahmani’s sermons
inspired them to attack Haider. —AP

Bangladesh intelligence officials have said they
tracked down the group after investigating a blog
called “Ansarullah Bangla Team” which had five
administrators, including two in Pakistan. In 2014,
detectives arrested a Bangladeshi man and said he
was one of the administrators. Despite the arrests of
at least 40 suspected group members, the blog
remains active with other administrators who oper-
ate from abroad, according to Bangladeshi intelli-
gence.

The group, now banned in Bangladesh, has
claimed responsibility for the killings of four secular
bloggers this year, and has vowed to carry out more
such attacks. It has also operated under the names

Ansar al-Islam and Ansar Bangla 7.

JUMATUL MUJAHEDEEN BANGLADESH
The group was founded in 1998 by Shaikh Abdur

Rahman, a religious teacher educated in Saudi
Arabia.

It came to notice in 2001 when it engaged in con-
flict with an extremist communist group in Dinajpur
in northern Bangladesh. On Aug. 17, 2005, it explod-
ed about 500 homemade bombs at nearly 300 loca-
tions almost simultaneously across the country as
part of a campaign demanding the introduction of
Shariah law. Later it continued its violent campaign
by attacking and killing judges and police, and
threatening journalists and women without veils. It
created a large network of supporters; some govern-
ment officials say it has as many as 10,000 members.

In 2005, six of its leaders including Rahman were
arrested and the group was banned. The six were
hanged in 2007 after being convicted of the killings
of two judges.

However, it remains active and has attempted to
regroup. Dabiq, a magazine of the IS group, has
claimed Rahman was the founder of the jihadi
movement in Bangladesh.

On Thursday, police said they arrested five
members of the group, and that one of its military
commanders was killed in a gunfight in a Dhaka
suburb. —AP

A look at key radical Islamist groups in Bangladesh

MALE: Maldivian policemen patrol the area where supporters of former
president Mohamed Nasheed have gathered for a mass rally in Male’,
Maldives on Friday. —AP

TOKYO: Japan scrambled jets after 11 Chinese mili-
tary planes flew near southern Japanese islands dur-
ing what Beijing said was a drill to improve its long-
range combat abilities, reports said yesterday.

The planes-eight bombers, two intelligence gath-
ering planes and one early-warning aircraft-flew near
Miyako and Okinawa on Friday without violating
Japan’s airspace, the Japanese defence ministry said
in a statement released on Friday. Some of them flew
between the two islands while others made flights
close to neighboring islands, the ministry said.

A Chinese air force spokesman said several types
of planes, including H-6K bombers, were involved in
Friday’s drill over the western Pacific, China’s Xinhua
news agency reported. Shen Jinke said such open sea
exercises had improved the force’s long-distance
combat abilities, according to Xinhua.

While there were no further comments from the
Japanese ministry, the Yomiuri Shimbun reported
that it was “unusual” for China to dispatch such a large
fleet close to Japan’s airspace and the ministry was
analyzing the purpose of the mission.

Japan scrambles jets hundreds of times a year to
defend its airspace, both against Russia and these
days also against Chinese aircraft. Beijing has warned

this is heightening tensions between the two Asian
powerhouses, which are already at loggerheads over
a longstanding territorial row in the East China Sea
and Japanese military aggression in the first half of
the 20th century.

The move comes with tensions running high in
the South China Sea after a US warship sailed close to
at least one land formation claimed by China, which
has rattled its neighbors with its increasingly assertive
stance in territorial disputes. China transformed reefs
in the region into small islands capable of supporting
military facilities, a move the US says threatens free-
dom of navigation in a region through which one-
third of the world’s oil passes.

China insists on sovereignty over virtually all the
resource-endowed South China Sea, which is also
claimed in part by a handful of other countries.
Washington has repeatedly said it does not recognize
the Chinese claims. 

Online gun ring
Police in China, where gun possession by ordinary

people is illegal, have busted an online gun selling
operation, seizing 1,180 guns and more than 6 million
bullets, the state news agency Xinhua reported yes-

terday.
A seven-month investigation that started when

police happened across suspected gun parts in a
package netted 18 people involved in the sale of
guns in China via a website hosted on a US server,
Xinhua said. The gun selling ring had made more
than 4 million yuan ($625,537) in profit since 2012,
according to a police officer quoted by Xinhua.

The manufacture and sale of guns is strictly regu-
lated in China and individuals can be sentenced to up
to seven years in prison if convicted of illegally pos-
sessing a gun. With such strict controls, private gun
ownership is almost unheard of and gun crime is rare.

In April, police found items believed to be gun
components in a package when inspecting a courier
service, Xinhua quoted Lyu Ming, a police officer in
the northern region of Inner Mongolia, as saying.

In the following months, police traced packages to
five suspects in the central province of Hunan and
raided a house they had used to sell guns, it said.

One suspect confessed that they had been in the
online gun business since 2012, using a rented server
in the United States. They posted advertisements
online and recruited sales agents nationwide, Xinhua
said. —Agencies

‘Large’ Chinese military 
fleet flies near Japan isles
China police bust online gun ring, seize 1,180 guns

COLOMBO: The Maldives’ opposition yes-
terday vowed to regroup for a second
night of demonstrations hours after
police broke up a planned 72-hour
protest demanding the release of the
country’s ex-president and other political
leaders. Maldivian Democratic Party
spokesman Hamid Abdul Gaffoor said the
party is within its legal rights to continue
the protests because police have unilater-
ally withdrawn from agreed terms. The
party is demanding the release from jail
of former President Mohamed Nasheed,
ex-Defense Minister Mohamed Nazim
and opposition leader Sheik Imran
Abdulla, as well as the withdrawal of
court action against 1,700 political
activists.

It says the actions against the leaders
and activists are the result of a political
vendetta by the current president,
Yameen Abdul Gayoom. Police used
shields and pepper spray to break up
Friday night’s protests as the demonstra-
tors prepared for a street march. They
also cut off electricity for the campaign
site. Gaffoor said that during an earlier
discussion with the party, the police had
agreed to allow a three-day protest as

long as sound systems were not used
after midnight. However, they withdrew
their permission after the government
interfered, he said.

Government officials could not be
reached immediately for comment.
Nasheed was sentenced to 13 years in
prison for ordering the arrest of a top
judge when he was president in 2012.
Nazim is serving a 10-year sentence for
illegal possession of a pistol, and Abdulla
has been detained for allegedly inciting
violence at an anti-government protest in
May. The Maldives, known mainly for its
pristine beaches and luxury island resorts,
became a multiparty democracy in 2008,
but recently democratic gains have been
shrinking fast. Nasheed, the Indian Ocean
archipelago’s first democratically elected
president, resigned four years into his
five-year term amid protests against his
role in the arrest of the judge. Gayoom, a
half-brother of the Maldives’ former 30-
year autocrat, defeated Nasheed in a dis-
puted election in 2013. The judiciary,
police and the bureaucracy are deemed
highly politicized and are accused of
being used by Gayoom to crack down on
the opposition. —AP

Maldives oppn regroups 
for 2nd night of protests

SEOUL: South Korean police yester-
day banned a anti-government
demonstration planned in Seoul next
week, citing concerns the protest
could turn violent, a spokesman said.

But activists vowed to push ahead
with the rally next Saturday outside
City Hall. Police acted under a law
allowing them to ban street protests
if there is a risk of them turning vio-
lent, the spokesman for the Seoul
Metropolitan Police Agency told AFP.
Police warned leaders of  activist
groups who defy the ban would be
arrested, as would participants who
refused to disperse.

Critics say the conservative gov-
ernment of President Park Geun-Hye,
a daughter of the late heavy-handed
ruler Park Chung-Hee, is slipping back
into past authoritarian rule. The ban
was in line with a government warn-
ing on Fr iday of  zero violence in
street protests. Justice Minister Kim
Hyun-Woong said in a televised
address that the government was
determined to “eradicate” any public

disorder and stressed that violators
would “pay the price”.

Kim had issued a similar warning
before a huge anti-government rally
in Seoul on November 14 that drew
around 60,000 people and spawned
numerous clashes between protes-
tors and police who used pepper
spray and water cannon. The focus of
the protests is quite wide, incorporat-
ing opposition to labor reforms, the
opening of the agricultural market
and plans to impose government-
issued history textbooks on schools.

The president condemned the
November 14 protest as an effort to
“deny the rule of  law ” and urged
strong measures against those identi-
fied as inciting violence.

Park also said the wearing of masks
by protestors should be prohibited,
saying it  was the sor t of practice
adopted by the Islamic State group,
sparking angry reactions from oppo-
nents. Her ruling conservative Saenuri
Party on Wednesday tabled a bill in
parliament to ban such masks. —AFP

S Korean police ban 
anti-government rally

SEOUL:  North Korea apparently test-fired a sub-
marine-launched ballistic missile yesterday in the
Sea of Japan but the test was a failure, a news
agency report said. Yonhap news agency quoted a
government official as saying that the missile, KN-
11, was fired between 2:20 pm (05:20 GMT) and
2:40 pm.

“The North appears to have failed in its launch,”
said the official on condition of anonymity,
according to Yonhap. “The missile was not seen
flying in the air only debris from its coverings was
spotted”, he said.

A South Korean defense ministry spokesman
refused to comment on the report when contact-
ed by AFP. If confirmed, it would mark the first
time since May that the North has fired such a mis-
sile. Leader Kim Jong-Un then oversaw an alleged-
ly successful test-launch of what the North
claimed was “a strategic submarine ballistic mis-
sile”.

The missile appeared to have flown only about
100 or 150 metres (330-495 feet) from the surface
of the water but South’s defense ministry
described the launch at the time as “very serious
and worrisome”. Under UN Security Council resolu-
tions, the nuclear armed North Korea is banned
from any test using ballistic missile technology.

North and South Korea remain technically at
war after a war ended in an armistice instead of a
peace treaty in 1953. —AFP

N Korea fails in submarine launched missile test

PYONGYANG: North Koreans walk on a bridge that takes them over the Pothong
River yesterday in Pyongyang, North Korea. The Pothong River is the second largest
river that runs through the North Korean capital.—AP

CLARK AIR BASE, Philippines: The
Philippines yesterday took delivery
of two Korean-made fighter jets -
the country’s first supersonic com-
bat aircraft in a decade - as it
strengthens its underfunded mili-
tary amid an escalating territorial
feud with China.

The FA-50 jets touched down at
Clark Freeport, a former US Air Force
base north of Manila, as Philippine
defense officials applauded and fire
trucks sprayed water as a traditional
welcome salute for the still-
unarmed aircraft.

The Philippines bought 12 FA-
50s, which are primarily trainer jets
that the military converted to also
serve as multi-role combat aircraft,
from Korea Aerospace Industries at a
cost of 18.9 billion pesos ($402 mil-
lion). The other jets will be delivered
in batches through 2017. Weapons
for the FA-50s, including bombs and
rockets, will be purchased later.
“We’re glad we’re finally back to the
supersonic age,” Defense Secretary
Voltaire Gazmin said.

The Philippine military decom-
missioned its last fleet of supersonic
combat aircraft, the F-5, in 2005. A
military modernization program
that included plans for the purchase
of at least a squadron of fighter jets
and naval frigates didn’t happen for
several years largely because of a

lack of funds. Over the years, the
military has deteriorated to become
one of Asia’s weakest.

Under current President Benigno
Aquino III, however, territorial spats
with China over islands in the South
China Sea have escalated and
resulted in the Chinese seizure of a
disputed shoal in 2012, prompting
the military to scramble to acquire
new navy ships and air force planes
with the help of the United States,

the Philippines’ longtime defense
treaty ally.

Last week, Aquino authorized
Gazmin to enter into major con-
tracts to acquire 44 billion pesos
($936 million) worth of military
hardware, including two frigates,
anti-submarine helicopters and
amphibious assault vehicles for the
navy, and long-range patrol aircraft,
munitions for the FA-50s and sur-
veillance radar for the air force,

Defense Undersecretary Fernando
Manalo said.

The new ships, aircraft and mili-
tary equipment were expected to
be purchased from this year up to
2018, according to Manalo. Lt. Col.
Rolando Condrad Pena III, one of
three Filipino air force pilots who
received training in Korea to fly the
FA-50s, said that the jets could carry
enough munitions payload and
could be used in air-to-air and air-to-
ground combat.

“Now that we have a supersonic
aircraft our reaction time will be
faster,” Pena told reporters. Still, the
Philippines has ruled out a military
solution to the territorial conflicts
with its limited defense capabilities.
In January 2013, the Philippines
brought its disputes with China to
international arbitration, but
Beijing refused to participate and
pressed for one-on-one negotia-
tions. An international tribunal in
The Hague, however, dismissed
China’s legal arguments last month
and ruled that it has authority to
hear the Philippines’ case. It said it
expects to hand down a decision
next year on several issues raised
by the Philippines, including the
validity of China’s sweeping territo-
rial claims under the 1982 United
Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea. —AP

PH gets 1st fighter jets in a decade amid sea feud

MANILA: Korea Aerospace Industries (KAI) ground crew
inspect a pair of newly arrived FA-50 multirole light fighter air-
craft delivered to the Philippine Air Force shortly after landing
at the Clark Air Base in Angeles City, Pampanga province,
north of Manila yesterday. —AFP


