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ADELAIDE: New Zealand held a tenuous 94-run
lead in the absorbing day-night third Test after a
second day of tumbling wickets at the Adelaide
Oval yesterday. The Kiwis, trailing 1-0 in the
series, struggled to build a defendable total to
present Australia in the fourth innings after
another fast-paced day’s cricket of 13 wickets
before 42,372 fans. At the close, the Black Caps
were finding batting difficult under lights and
were 116 for five with a result looming today’s
third day in the scheduled five-day Test.

New Zealand had lost their top batsmen and
at the crease were BJ Watling on seven with
debutant Mitchell Santner not out 13. “Definitely
no figure. Whatever we end up with we’re just
going to have to get some wickets but more
importantly having that new ball as close to twi-
light as possible,” senior batsman Ross Taylor
said. “If we can keep them out there and keep
our bowlers from bowling not as many overs
tomorrow, then we give ourselves the best
chance.” Josh Hazlewood led the Australian
attack with three wickets in the absence of
injured spearhead Mitchell Starc as the pink ball
again dominated the bat.

Hazlewood removed both openers with mes-
merizing ball movement under lights.  Martin
Guptill sliced to Mitch Marsh in the gully for 17
and Tom Latham was tempted by a wider deliv-
ery and was caught behind for 10. Hazlewood
had Kane Williamson dropped on one by Adam
Voges in the slips but the star Kiwi batsman soon
feathered a catch to Nevill off Mitch Marsh for
nine to complete a low-scoring match. Captain
Brendon McCullum followed for 20, leg before
wicket to Marsh and Perth Test double century-
maker Taylor fell the same way to Hazlewood for
32. “The wicket’s not that bad to have so many
wickets taken in two days,” Hazlewood said. “We
had a middle-order collapse today. We should
probably be still batting now. We’ll try and fix
that for the second innings.”

The second day turned on a contentious chal-
lenge decision in Australia’s favor before dinner,

enabling them to go on and grab a 22-run
innings lead. Nathan Lyon survived a review in
which ‘Hot Spot’ revealed a mark on the back of
his bat before he had scored. The review was
churned over for minutes before the TV umpire
Nigel Llong decided there was not enough to go
on despite the Hot Spot evidence to give Lyon
out, caught off spinner Santner, with Australia
reeling at 118 for eight and trailing the Kiwis by
84 runs. Lyon walked three-quarters of the way
off the ground believing he was out before he
returned to continue batting and join in a record
Australian trans-Tasman series 74-run ninth-
wicket stand with Peter Nevill. Lyon was eventu-
ally out for 34 as the Australians hit back to take
an innings lead with incapacitated Mitchell Starc
smashing two massive sixes off spinner Mark
Craig. Starc, who came into bat at No 11 after
being diagnosed with a stress foot fracture on
Friday, thrilled the home crowd with his prodi-

gious hitting. Nevill was the hero and was the
last man out for his highest Test score of 66 leav-
ing the hobbling Starc unbeaten on 24 which
included two sixes and three fours.

Doug Bracewell finished his side’s best
bowler with three for 18 off 12.1 overs. It was
rough justice for the Kiwis, who have been on
the receiving end of some controversial umpir-
ing decisions. Australia were in dire trouble at
116 for eight at tea after a rampant Kiwi bowling
performance in the first session. The Black Caps
snared Steve Smith’s prized wicket when he
charged off-spinner Craig only to be caught by
wicketkeeper Watling. The Kiwis had the
Australians well on the back foot with Peter
Siddle out four balls later in the same Craig over
and then Hazlewood was bowled by Santner for
four in the final over before tea. Just 62 runs
were scored by Australia for the loss of six wick-
ets in the first session off 29.5 overs. — AFP 

New Zealand struggle as wickets

tumble again in day-night Test

ADELAIDE: Australia’s batsman Peter Siddle fails to play a ball off New Zealand’s spin bowler Mark Craig as wicketkeeper BJ Watling (left) looks
on during the second day of the day-night cricket Test match at the Adelaide Oval yesterday. —AFP 

New Zealand 1st innings 202 (T. Latham 50; M.
Starc 3-24, J. Hazlewood 3-66)     
Australia 1st innings (54-2 overnight)
J. Burns b Bracewell 14
D. Warner c Southee b Boult 1
S. Smith c Watling b Craig 53
A. Voges c Guptill b Southee 13
S. Marsh run out (McCullum) 2
M. Marsh c Watling b Bracewell 4
P. Nevill c Santner b Bracewell 66
P. Siddle c Latham b Craig 0
J. Hazlewood b Santner 4
N. Lyon c Williamson b Boult 34
M. Starc not out 24
Extras (b5, lb3, w1) 9
Total (all out; 72 overs) 224     
Fall of wickets: 1-6 (Warner), 2-34 (Burns), 3-63

(Voges), 4-67 (S. Marsh), 5-80 (M. Marsh), 6-109
(Smith), 7-109 (Siddle), 8-116 (Hazlewood), 9-190
(Lyon), 10-224 (Nevill) 
Bowling: Southee 17-1-50-1, Boult 17-5-41-2,
Bracewell 12.1-3-18-3 (1w), Santner 16-1-54-1, Craig
10-1-53-2.

New Zealand 2nd innings
T. Latham not out
10
M. Guptill not out
10
Extras (lb2) 2  
Total (0 wicket; 7 overs) 22
Bowling: Hazlewood 4-0-15-0, Siddle 2-1-2-0,
M.Marsh 1-0-3-0.

SCOREBOARD 
ADELAIDE, Australia: Scores at dinner on the second day of the third Test between Australia and New
Zealand at the Adelaide Oval yesterday.

JOHANNESBURG: Terrorism in Tunisia has
forced a kick-off time change and a limited
crowd for the CAF Confederation Cup final
second leg today between Etoile Sahel and
Orlando Pirates from South Africa. Twelve
presidential guards were killed by a suicide
bomber in Tunis this week, triggering a daily
eight-hour curfew in the capital and a nation-
wide state of emergency. Etoile and Pirates,
who drew 1-1 in Soweto last Saturday, meet
at the Stade Olympique in Mediterranean
resort Sousse, close to where 38 foreign
tourists died in a beach massacre last June. 

Jihadist terror group Islamic State claimed
responsibility for the Tunis and Sousse
attacks. Originally scheduled for 1930 local
time (1830 GMT), the last match of the CAF
club season has been brought forward to
1500 local time (1400 GMT). And the initial
crowd limit of 20,000 in the 25,000-seat stadi-
um has been halved to 10,000 on the orders
of Tunisian authorities. South African ambas-
sador to Tunisia Harold Hoyana said Pirates
officials had been informed of security
arrangements and were satisfied. “ The
Tunisian authorities have put in place strin-
gent security measures to protect their citi-
zens and foreign visitors,” Hoyana told South
African reporters.

Pirates are familiar with Tunisia, beating CS
Sfaxien 1-0 in a Confederation Cup group
game in Sfax, 135 kilometers south of Sousse,
four months ago. Having snatched a late
equaliser in South Africa through centre-back
Ammar Jemal, deputising as captain for
injured goalkeeper Aymen Mathlouthi, Etoile
are favoured to claim a ninth CAF title. They
are the only club to lift all five CAF trophies,
winning the Champions League and

Confederation Cup once and the Super Cup,
African Cup Winners Cup and CAF Cup twice.
What the Tunisian Red Devils have not
achieved is a victory in two home and three
away matches in Confederation Cup finals.

‘No nasty surprises’
Etoile beat FAR Rabat of Morocco on away

goals after two draws in 2006 and lost on
away goals to Sfaxien two years later after
two more draws. They could achieve another
victory-less final triumph this weekend as a 0-
0 draw would give them the trophy on away
goals and a 1-1 draw would present a chance
to win via a penalty shootout. Should Etoile
succeed, it will be the fifth Tunisian success in
12 finals of the African equivalent of the
Europa League with Sfaxien having tri-
umphed a record three times.

Both clubs remain confident they can end
long waits for an African title with the last for
Etoile coming in the 2008 Super Cup. Pirates,
hoping to end a 14-year African trophy
drought by South African clubs, won the
1995 African Cup of Champions Clubs (now
CAF Champions League) and the 1996 Super
Cup. Etoile coach Faouzi Benzarti, a greying
65-year-old seeking a third CAF club title,
told Tunisian reporters that “the second leg
is the real final. “We must be compact, vigi-
lant and focused to ensure there are no
nasty surprises,” said the widely travelled
handler now in his fifth spell at the Sousse
club. “Pirates are a good attacking side, but
we closed them down effectively on the
wings in the first leg. The way they play has
not really changed during their
Confederation Cup campaign.”— AFP 

Terror alert as Etoile, 

Pirates seek CAF glory

LONDON: Jose Mourinho is confident his
Chelsea defense can nullify the threat of in-form
Harry Kane even if John Terry fails to recover in
time to face London rivals Tottenham Hotspur
today. Mourinho’s side head to White Hart Lane
after keeping two confidence-boosting clean
sheets, first in last weekend’s victory over
Norwich City and then in the midweek
Champions League success at Maccabi Tel Aviv.
Terry limped out of the game in Israel and the
Blues captain remains doubtful for the Spurs
clash, when Chelsea will attempt to record back-
to-back Premier League wins for the first time
this season. A victory in north London will
strengthen Mourinho’s belief his side have
turned the corner after a disastrous start to the
campaign that has left them in 15th position.

Their hopes of gaining revenge for the 5-3
defeat in the corresponding fixture last season
will be enhanced if they can prevent Kane from
extending a scoring streak that has brought the
Tottenham striker nine goals in his last six club
games. And Chelsea manager Mourinho has no
doubts a patched up central-defensive pairing
of Gary Cahill and Kurt Zouma can keep England
international Kane quiet if Terry is unfit. “I have
complete trust in Gary Cahill and Kurt Zouma,
which is why in an important match for us on
Tuesday I left Kurt out after the good perform-
ances he is having to show Gary that confidence. 

They are ready,” Mourinho said. “I am not say-
ing Papy Djilobodji is ready because he did not
have chances to play and his is a different situa-
tion, but Zouma and Cahill are both ready and if
John doesn’t play, I go with them. “I don’t know
about John. I don’t want to say that it is impossi-
ble he plays because maybe he plays and people
will say that I was hiding it and I am not hiding.
“Today he didn’t train but we have a little hope
that it is possible. “Ramires is the same situation
as John, I don’t know, let’s wait and see. He has a
chance.”

Unfair
Mauricio Pochettino’s Tottenham are unbeat-

en in the league since their opening-day defeat

at Manchester United and come into the game
on the back of a 1-0 Europa League win over
Qarabag on Thursday. The effects of making a
long journey to Azerbaijan have caused concern
for Pochettino, who claims it is unfair Chelsea
could take advantage of their extra two days rest.
But left-back Danny Rose remains confident
Spurs can build on last weekend’s 4-1 victory
against West Ham United. “It needs to be the
same again from us.  Obviously Chelsea have had
a difficult run but that doesn’t make them a bad

team,” Rose said. “They’ve got a world-class
squad, a world-class manager and it’s a derby, so
form goes out of the window. “It’s going to be a
difficult game but we just hope that we can per-
form and give the same energy and commitment
as we did against West Ham. If we do that, it will
be a difficult game for them. “From our side,
we’ve got a great sense of belief inside the
changing room and inside the club, so as long as
we keep doing what the head coach asks then
we know we’ll be in for an exciting season.”—AFP 

Mourinho backs Chelsea 

to subdue red-hot Kane

Tottenham Hotspur’s English striker Harry Kane

LIVERPOOL: Having qualified for the last 32
of the Europa League, Liverpool return to the
Premier League today with an ideal opportu-
nity to continue their revival under Jurgen
Klopp when struggling Swansea visit Anfield.
Liverpool have lost just once since the former
Borussia Dortmund manager took over nine
games ago - a defeat to Crystal Palace in their
last home league game. Since then, Klopp’s
side have won 4-1 at Manchester City and on
Thursday beat Bordeaux 2-1 at Anfield to
secure their progress to the knock-out stages
of Europe’s second tier competition.

Next, Liverpool are at home to the Swans,
who have won just one of their last 10 match-
es to slide down to 14th in the Premier
League. Liverpool are ninth, eight points lead-
ers Leicester, who played second-placed
Manchester United yesterday. Klopp is refus-
ing to focus on the top of the table but wants
to get closer to the leading pack, who remain
in touching distance thanks to Liverpool’s
resurgence since the German replaced the
sacked Brendan Rodgers. 

“I don’t know in this moment who will win
the league and I don’t care,” Klopp said. “At
this moment it’s only important to be concen-
trated on your own situation and your
progress. “If it would help to think about the
end of the season I would do it. “But it ’s
always important how far you are away from
the position you dream off. It’s better to be
eight than 20 but two would be better than
eight, so we have to try and close this gap if
possible and that’s what we try.”

Injury problems
Liverpool are likely to be without joint

leading scorer Philippe Coutinho due to a
hamstring injury, while Daniel Sturridge is
also expected to continue his injury absence
after pulling out of a planned midweek
comeback with a foot problem. Klopp has
told Sturridge he may have to play through
the pain to improve his appearance record
after a catalogue of injuries. But provided
Christian Benteke is able to play a second
game in four days following his own recent
injury problems, Klopp - who is also without
long-term absentee Danny Ings and suspend-
ed midfielder Lucas Leiva - insists he is not
concerned about his attacking resources. 

“It’s not the most difficult situation with
the strikers because we have Christian
Benteke, Divock Origi and Roberto (Firmino),”
he said. “But of course we need all of them

because of the big number of games.”
Swansea’s recent problems have placed pres-
sure on manager Garry Monk. But Monk, who
guided the club to their best ever Premier
League finish of eighth place last season,
insists he retains the backing of club chair-
man Huw Jenkins and has been charged with
leading an upturn in fortunes. “I know Huw
and the board very well. —AFP 

Klopp’s Red revolution

gathers pace

LIVERPOOL: Liverpool’s manager
Juergen Klopp (left) walks from the
pitch with Lucas Leiva after their team’s
2-1 in the Europa League Group B soccer
match between Liverpool and Bordeaux
at Anfield Stadium. — AP 

AFC boss ‘confident’ next 

FIFA leader will be Asian

NEW DELHI: Asia’s football chief has won
unanimous backing from his executive com-
mittee as the man to “rebuild FIFA” as he
strengthens his campaign to take over the cor-
ruption-tarnished world body.  The Asian
Football Confederation (AFC) executive com-
mittee also pledged to lobby its members to
support President Sheikh Salman bin Ebrahim
Al Khalifa, in a meeting ahead of Sunday’s AFC
awards. The Bahraini royal will appear before
hundreds of delegates at the awards show in
New Delhi after emerging as a leading candi-
date for the February 26 FIFA presidential vote.
“The (exco) meeting expressed their utmost
confidence in Sheikh Salman’s ability to
restore FIFA’s credibility,” said an AFC state-
ment from the Indian capital. “They added
that Sheikh Salman has demonstrated his
leadership qualities since taking over as AFC
president and it was crucial to elect Sheikh
Salman as he was ‘someone who could rebuild
FIFA and make FIFA better in the future’.”
Sheikh Salman’s odds have narrowed after
UEFA president Michel Platini was suspended
over a suspect $2 million payment. Platini’s
lawyer says FIFA’s ethics committee is seeking
a life ban. As head of one of FIFA’s biggest con-
federations, and with the backing of powerful
Kuwaiti FIFA exco member Sheikh Ahmad Al
Fahad Al Sabah, Sheikh Salman is among the

strongest of the five current candidates.

Growing confidence
In a sign of his rising fortunes, the AFC boss

said he was “confident” the next FIFA head
would come from Asia, a development which
would break new ground for world football. “It
is a big support for my campaign, as well as an
honor for me, to have the endorsement and
full backing of the AFC Executive Committee,”
Sheikh Salman said in the statement. “Since
you are the elected representatives of the AFC
member associations, it also sends a strong
message that Asia is behind one candidate.  “I
thank you for your support and invaluable
advice. I am confident that the next president
of FIFA will be from Asia. 

“This would not only be a recognition of
the ever-increasing role that Asia and Asian
football has, but also will allow us to have a say
in shaping a better future for this great
game.”The former ally of suspended FIFA chief
Sepp Blatter faces challenges from UEFA gen-
eral secretary Gianni Infantino and Asian rival
Prince Ali Al Hussein of Jordan, who have both
pledged a path of reform. FIFA has become
mired in a mess of corruption claims, many of
them surrounding alleged bribes during bid-
ding to host World Cups including Qatar 2022,
with several officials in the firing line.—AFP 


