
PARIS: French President Francois Hollande, center, his Foreign Affairs Minister Laurent Fabius, left, and Ecology Minister
Segolene Royal meet with representatives of NGOs specialized in environmental issue at the Elysee Palace in Paris, yesterday.
French President Francois Hollande was meeting with environmental groups, pushing for an ambitious global deal to reduce
man-made emissions blamed for global warming. — AP

MANILA: Protesters attend a climate change march on a highway in Manila yester-
day. Thousands turned out for climate change marches in Manila and Brisbane yes-
terday, part of a weekend of action across the globe to demand results from next
week’s historic Paris summit.  — AFP 
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PARIS:  Protesters joined a worldwide wave of marches
yesterday demanding leaders craft a pact to avert a cli-
mate catastrophe when they gather in a still-shaken
Paris. From Australia to New Zealand, the Philippines,
Bangladesh and Japan, people rallied at the start of a
weekend of popular protests pleading for world pow-
ers to overcome the logjams when the UN climate
summit officially opens in the French capital tomorrow.

“Protect our common home,” declared placards held
aloft as thousands gathered in Melbourne. Some 150
leaders including US President Barack Obama, China’s
Xi Jinping, India’s Narendra Modi and Russian President
Vladimir Putin will attend the start of the Paris confer-
ence, which is tasked with reaching the first truly uni-
versal climate pact.

The goal is to limit average global warming to two
degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit), perhaps less,
over pre-Industrial Revolution levels by curbing fossil
fuel emissions blamed for climate change.

Superstorms, drought 
If they fail to do so, scientists warn of a world that

will be increasingly inhospitable to human life, with
superstorms, drought, and rising sea levels that swamp
vast areas of land. On the eve ofyesterday’s protests,
French President Francois Hollande, host of the
November 30-December 11 talks, warned of the obsta-
cles ahead for the 195 nations seeking new limits on
heat-trapping gas emissions from 2020.

“Man is the worst enemy of man. We can see it with
terrorism,” said Hollande, who spoke after leading cere-
monies in Paris to mourn the victims of the November
13 bombing and shooting attacks that sowed terror in
the French capital. “But we can say the same when it
comes to climate. Human beings are destroying nature,
damaging the environment. It is therefore for human

beings to face up to their responsibilities for the good
of future generations.”

The French leader called for “a binding agreement, a
universal agreement, one that is ambitious.”

But he also spoke of fears that a handful countries-
which he did not name-may stymie consensus if they
felt the deal lacked guarantees. Potential stumbling
blocks in Paris abound, ranging from financing for cli-
mate-vulnerable countries to scrutiny of commitments
to curb greenhouse gases and even the legal status of
the accord. The last attempt to forge a global deal-the
ill-tempered 2009 Copenhagen summit-foundered
upon divisions between rich and poor countries.

“We must do our utmost to avoid the blocking of an
agreement because of irreconcilable principles,” French
Prime Minister Laurent Fabius said in an interview with
a handful of international newspapers published yes-
terday. On a positive note, billions of dollars in environ-
mental aid were revealed Friday. 

Human chain after Paris attacks 
In Ottawa, the Canadian government announced

climate funding of 2.65 billion Canadian dollars ($1.98
billion. 1.87 billion euros) over the next five years, while
the 53-nation Commonwealth bloc agreed to set up a
billion-dollar “Green Finance Facility” for environmental
projects. Protest organisers say they expect hundreds
of thousands of people to take to the streets overall this
weekend with further rallies planned in Johannesburg
and Edinburgh Saturday, while similar events were set
for Sunday in Seoul, Rio de Janeiro, New York and
Mexico City.

In Paris, French authorities cancelled two demon-
strations following the onslaught by gunmen and sui-
cide bombers which killed 130 people at restaurant ter-
races, a concert hall and the national stadium on

November 13. French authorities placed 24 climate
activists under house arrest using state of emergency
powers declared after the Paris attacks.

Activists now plan to create a two-kilometre (1.2-
mile) human chain along the original march route on
Sunday. They will break the chain as they pass the
Bataclan concert hall, where the worst violence claimed
90 lives, as a mark of respect to the victims.

Protesters also plan to leave scores of shoes on
Place de la Republique square to symbolise the thou-
sands left frustrated in their plans to march. 

One pair of shoes will be placed on behalf of Pope
Francis, inscribed with his name and the name of the
Papal encyclical he issued earlier this on the threat of
global warming.

Around the world, protesters declared their solidari-
ty with Paris activists who were unable to rally with a
social media campaign tagged #march4me.

In a sign of the urgency of the talks ahead, the start
of the climate negotiations themselves, conducted by
rank-and-file bureaucrats, have been brought forward
to Sunday on the eve of the official opening. The Paris
conference will gather some 40,000 people, including
10,000 delegates from 195 countries, plus journalists,
observers, scientists, exhibitors and visitors.

About 2,800 police and soldiers will secure the con-
ference site, and 6,300 others will deploy in Paris.

Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve said nearly
1,000 people thought to pose security risks have been
denied entry into France since stepped-up border con-
trols were imposed ahead of the climate talks.

Obama has urged world leaders not to let a recent
string of extremist attacks around the world deter them
from coming to Paris, where questions of world security
are likely to intermingle with climate on the conference
agenda. — AFP

PARIS: Global oil producers, who pro-
vide the world with much of the fossil
fuel that causes global warming, are in no
hurry to brighten up their own image as
climate dinosaurs.  Some Gulf countries
have timidly started investing in renew-
able energy, but experts say the initia-
tives are just a tiny crack in producers’
otherwise solid front of indifference to
climate change.

“So far exporting countries, especially
Gulf countries, have done everything to
make any progress on international cli-
mate agreements difficult,” said Patrick
Criqui, an energy expert.

Major oil exporters are getting bad

press for topping the list of per capita
greenhouse gas emissions, but they usu-
ally just shrug off the bad rap.  They say
“don’t point the finger at us too much
because we produce the hydrocarbons
that are used the world over”, observed
Francis Perrin, president of Strategy and
Energy Policy publications.

Some are, however, starting to
“smooth the edges,” in the face of global
mobilisation for the environment, he
said. But slowly.

FNH, a foundation run by French envi-
ronmental activist Nicolas Hulot, said
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates had never put a number on

greenhouse gas reduction targets, and
Venezuela, Nigeria and Angola had failed
to formulate any kind of commitment at
all. Russia meanwhile has just said it
expects its emissions to remain steady.

“Overall and unsurprisingly, oil-pro-
ducing countries make minimal commit-
ments, or none at all,” FNH said. It is true
that dependence on oil income, which
accounts for 96 percent of exports for
Venezuela and 70 percent of government
revenue for Nigeria, makes the search for
alternatives a hard sell.

What’s more, half of OPEC’s members
are developing countries that are finding
it hard to absorb the serious squeeze on

their budgets due to sharply lower oil
prices, and don’t want to, or can’t, shell
out on cost-intensive green investment.

Countries like Algeria, which hopes to
cover over a quarter of its energy needs
with renewables within 15 years,
demands financial aid from developed
countries before going seriously green.

“For them, like for all developing
countries, the fight against poverty and
access to energy are the priorities and
will remain so for a long time,” Perrin said.

But Gulf countries, still comfortably off
despite cutbacks, are starting to look at
alternatives, including nuclear options for
Abu Dhabi and Saudi Arabia, and gas,

which emits far less CO2 than oil.
The United Arab Emirates are turning

to solar energy, with an ambitious sus-
tainable urban project, Masdar City, and
Shams-1, the world’s biggest concentrat-
ing solar power centre.

And Saudi Arabia is the first country
in the Middle East to have launched a
carbon capture and stocking scheme.
But any sense of urgency is undermined
by projections suggesting that fossil
fuels including oil will remain king over
the next decades. Fossil fuels, experts
predict, will still cover three quarters of
the world’s energy needs 25 years from
now. —  AFP

Protesters push leaders to 

avert climate catastrophe
Nations seek new limits on gas emissions from 2020

Oil countries only slowly warming to climate challenge

MANILA: Thousands turned out for climate
change marches in Manila and Brisbane yester-
day, part of a weekend of action across the
globe to demand results from next week’s his-
toric Paris summit.  Religious clergy, students
and activists marched through the Philippine
capital calling for curbs on emissions to mute
the impact of climate change, which is blamed
for a spike in typhoons and extreme weather
that has wreaked havoc on the nation.

The march, attended by more than 2,500
people according to police and expected to
build throughout the day, was one of a number
of events scheduled in different parts of the
country.  The Philippines has been identified as
one of the most vulnerable countries to climate
change. “Protect our common home,” and “cli-
mate justice,” were written on the placards held
aloft by the surging crowd. “We want to send a
message to the rest of the world, especially the
world leaders at the climate talks, to say that our
survival is not negotiable,” said Denise
Fontanilla, spokeswoman for the Asian People’s
Movement on Debt and Development.

Under heightened security two weeks after
France’s worst terror attack, some 150 heads of
state and government will tomorrow launch a
highly anticipated UN conference tasked with
inking a post-2020 195-nation climate rescue
pact. In Australia, where Melbourne on Friday
kicked off the weekend rallies, some 5,000 peo-
ple gathered in the northeastern city of Brisbane
for a march led by Aboriginal and Pacific
islander representatives and youth groups.  “We
are walking together because we know what it’s
like to protect our country,” said Larissa Baldwin,
from an indigenous climate youth network.
Pacific islands are particularly at risk from the

fallout of climate change, especially rising sea
levels.

Clean energy
“These are people that are calling for a just

transition to renewable energy,” Baldwin told
AFP. Senator Larissa Waters from the Greens par-
ty said the turnout, after tens of thousands
marched in Melbourne, showed the strength of
opposition to plans to develop more of
Australia’s vast coal deposits.  “They don’t want
new coal mines, they don’t want massive land
clearing, they actually want the environmental
protection and job opportunities that comes
from embracing clean energy,” Waters told
national television.  Organisers in Paris expect
hundreds of thousands to take to the streets
Saturday in Asian cities as well as Johannesburg
and Edinburgh, with similar events set for
Sunday in Seoul, Rio de Janeiro, New York and
Mexico City.  In Paris, French authorities can-
celled two rallies following the onslaught by
gunmen and suicide bombers which killed 130
people at restaurant terraces, a concert hall and
the national stadium on November 13.  Activists
now plan to create a two-kilometre (1.2-mile)
human chain along the original march route on
Sunday. They will break the chain as they pass
the Bataclan concert hall, where the worst vio-
lence claimed 90 lives, as a mark of respect to
the victims. The goal of the Paris talks is to limit
average global warming to two degrees Celsius
(3.6 degrees Fahrenheit) over pre-Industrial
Revolution levels by curbing fossil fuel emissions
blamed for climate change.  This week, the UN’s
weather body said the average global tempera-
ture for the year 2015 is set to touch the halfway
mark at 1 C. — AFP

Thousands march on climate 

change in Manila, Brisbane

PARIS: Medical experts say climate change
affects human health in direct ways, by the
spread of water- and mosquito-borne dis-
eases for example, and indirectly, such as
through hunger. Here is a snapshot of the
problem.

Thousands more dead 
Between 2030 and 2050, climate change

could result in nearly 250,000 deaths per year-
an estimated 38,000 from high temperatures,
48,000 deaths from diarrhoea, 60,000 from
malaria and 95,000 from malnutrition, accord-
ing to the World Health Organization (WHO). 

By 2030, the direct damage costs to health
will be a whopping two to four billion US dol-
lars (1.9 to 3.8 billion euros) per year, accord-
ing to the WHO.

Cause and effect 
Patrice Halimi, the secretary general of

France’s environmental health association,
said it is a multi-faceted issue.  “Like any other
slow-onset disaster, there is not one cause
that leads to one effect,” he said. “It’s a series of
events.”

Halimi said it is not necessarily global
warming itself that would lead to a cholera
epidemic, but warmer temperatures con-
ducive to deadly outbreaks.  Robert Barouki of
the French National Institute of Health and
Medical Research said that the real difficulty
lies in “measuring the part that global warm-
ing plays in health issues.”

Direct links 
Scorching temperatures can cause cardio-

vascular and respiratory problems, especially
in elderly people. “There have always been
heatwaves, but their frequency and intensity
have increased,” Barouki said.

During the widespread 2003 heatwave in
Europe, more than 70,000 deaths were
recorded. And with more sunlight comes
more UV-related risks, like skin cancer, Barouki

said.  Climate change will also lead to
increased deaths from natural disasters such
as floods and hurricanes. 

Weather-related disasters have tripled
since the 1960s, WHO says, adding that “every
year, these disasters result in over 60,000
deaths, mainly in developing countries.” 

Infectious diseases 
Halimi says global warming will facilitate

the spread of infectious diseases which
depend on carriers such as mosquitoes.  WHO
said that climate change is likely to lengthen
the transmission seasons of these “vector-
borne” diseases-which are spread by a vector,
or carrier-and to alter their geographic range.
Malaria already kills around 800,000 people
per year, according to WHO. 

Mosquitoes also spread the deadly
dengue fever, and some studies suggest that
global warming could lead to two billion
more people being at risk from the disease by
2080. 

The UN agency estimates that China will
see an increase in a disease called
Schistosomiasis, spread by snails in many
underdeveloped regions. Some 240 million
people worldwide already suffer from
Schistosomiasis.  

Pollution and asthma 
Bruno Housset, head of the French

Federation of Pneumology, says an increase in
forest fires caused by global warming, espe-
cially in the north, would result in more fine
particles in the air. These particles are capable
of penetrating deep into the lungs and can
lead to lung cancer and asthma.  Around 300
million people suffer from asthma worldwide,
and WHO says the “ongoing temperature
increases are expected to increase this bur-
den.” Warmer temperatures will also likely
help allergy-inducing plants multiply, with
Europe’s pollen concentration expected to
swell fourfold by 2050. — AFP

Many health impacts 

of climate change

DHAKA: Bangladesh people attend a Climate March rally expressing solidarity with Global Climate March, in Dhaka yesterday.
Today, hours before world leaders meet at the Paris Climate Summit, the Global Climate March will take place to ask political
leaders to commit to bold action to solve the climate change crisis. —  AFP 


