
HONOLULU:  Hawaii state Sen. Russell
Ruderman worries whenever there’s a
mosquito buzzing in his home. Until
recently, he didn’t give the common pests
much thought, but now his wife is six
months pregnant and there’s a growing
dengue fever outbreak on the Big Island,
where they live.

“It could threaten her pregnancy, as
well as her health,” he said of the mosqui-
to-borne illness. The state Department of
Health says there were 107 confirmed cas-
es of dengue fever on the Big Island as of
Thursday.

It says it’s working with the county to
spray 155 properties, including schools,
and has started  an outreach program to
educate people about the illness. In addi-
tion, the US Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention is sending an entomolo-
gist and a technician to the Big Island next
week to further assess the situation.

However, Ruderman and other Big
Island lawmakers say the department is
downplaying the problem. “They are not
warning people appropriately,” said state
Rep. Richard Creagan, a non-practicing
physician. “It’s not a little outbreak now. It’s
a big outbreak.”

Creagan said he wants state health offi-
cials to encourage voluntary isolation of
people who are infected, be more aggres-
sive about trapping mosquitoes, and warn

pregnant women who could suffer com-
plications. Symptoms of dengue fever
include high fever, headache, nausea,
muscle aches, bone and joint pain and
rash. There’s no specific treatment, but bed
rest and acetaminophen for fever and pain
are recommended.

Symptoms usually go away completely
within 2 weeks. The illness is not endemic
to Hawaii but can be spread by mosqui-
toes that bite infected travelers from
endemic areas. Dr. Lyle Petersen, the direc-
tor of the CDC’s Division of Vector-Borne
Diseases who will be on the island next
week, previously said the outbreak isn’t
huge compared to other parts of the
world.

“The level of alarm is a little higher than
it needs to be,” added state Health Director
Dr Ginny Pressler. “We’re trying to raise
awareness. We’re not trying to raise fear.”
The department received an emergency
appropriation of up to $75,000 to hire
public relations firm Bennet Group
Strategic Communications to help with
communications efforts. The firm created
the department’s “Fight the Bite” cam-
paign to educate people about ways to
control mosquitoes.

Mosquito-breeding areas
The same company was hired to help

with a 2001 outbreak that lasted more

than eight months, with 92 cases on Maui,
26 on Oahu and four on Kauai. “Why don’t
they spend one-tenth of that PR money
on medical response?” Ruderman asked.
“Don’t worry, they’re telling us, but there’s
no one here on the Big Island who isn’t
worrying.”

Stores are selling lots of bug spray, but
residents generally aren’t changing their
attire in light of the outbreak. Many are still
wearing shorts and T-shirts instead of long
sleeves and pants, as health officials rec-
ommend. There’s concern the outbreak
will hurt the tourism industry, but officials
say they have not seen significant visitor
cancelations.

At the Sheraton Kona Resort & Spa at
Keauhou Bay, grounds maintenance and
landscape workers are taking extra meas-
ures to clear standing water that can serve
as mosquito-breeding areas, said spokes-
woman Katie Vanes. “Our associates are
prepared to speak with concerned guests,
but we have not received a significant or
frequent amount of inquiries,” she said.

Kirstin Kahaloa, executive director of
the Kona-Kohala Chamber of Commerce,
hopes tourists aren’t nervous about visit-
ing the Big Island. “It’s still a safe place to
visit as long as you’re following CDC rec-
ommendations to be careful,” she said.
“We’re here and we’re OK. We’re taking
precautions.” — AP
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NEW YORK:  US abortions continue to
fall, according to a new federal report
released. Federal statistics show abor-
tions have been in a general decline for
about 25 years. The number of reported
abortions dropped 4 percent in 2012,
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention reported. About 699,000

abortions were reported to the federal
government that year. 

That’s about 31,000 fewer than the
year before. Experts offer various rea-
sons for the recent drop: Better use of
birth control and the lingering effects
of the economic recession. Others
argue there’s been a cultural shift and

more women opt to continue their
pregnancy.

In 2012, the abortion rate fell 5 per-
cent to 13 abortions per 1,000 women
of child-bearing age.  That is about
half what it was in 1974, the year after
the landmark Supreme Court decision
that established a nationwide right to

abortion.
The CDC data is not a complete

national picture. It’s based on reports
from health departments in 47 states,
Washington and New York City.
California,  Maryland and New
Hampshire don’t report abortion
numbers.

Earlier this year, The Associated Press
surveyed health departments in 45
states, gathering more recent data,
mostly from 2013 and 2014. The AP
found that abortions continued to fall in
those years. Declines were seen in states
that have passed anti-abortion laws as
well as in more liberal states.— AP

SEATTLE : Testing has pointed toward a vegetable mix from a
California food wholesaler as the source of E. coli in Costco
chicken salad that has been linked to an outbreak that has
sickened 19 people in seven states, a Costco official said
Wednesday.

Craig Wilson, Costco vice president of food safety and qual-
ity assurance, said he was told by the Food and Drug
Administration that the strain of E. coli seems to be connected
to an onion and celery mix. The company uses one supplier for
those vegetables in the chicken salad sold in all its US  stores,
Wilson said. One additional test is needed to confirm that the
vegetables carried the same E. coli strain connected with the
outbreak, he said. Wilson identified the supplier as Taylor
Farms in Salinas, California. Phone calls to the company did
not get answered on Wednesday afternoon. A message left
with the FDA was not immediately returned.

The number of people sickened in the outbreak will likely
grow over the next few weeks, even though the product has
been removed from store shelves, the federal Centers for
Disease Control and prevention said earlier in the day.

The spread of foodborne illness takes time to track, espe-
cially when it’s happening in multiple states, said Dr. Robert
Tauxe, deputy director of the CDC’s Division of Foodborne,
Waterborne and Environmental Diseases.

State health officials, particularly those in Utah, discovered
the outbreak and helped find links between the 19 illnesses in
seven states, Tauxe said. “Very quickly they noticed these peo-
ple did have something in common. They really liked and ate
the rotisserie chicken salad,” he said.

The big-box retailer based in Issaquah, Washington, pulled
the chicken salad off store shelves nationwide, posted signs in
its stores and provided detailed purchase logs to the CDC to
help it track who bought the product and where the salad
ingredients came from, Tauxe said.

Costco is working closely with the CDC, FDA and local
health officials to find the source of the E. coli and has encour-
aged its suppliers to do the same, Wilson said. “We feel terrible
about the people who got sick,” he said. The strain of Shiga
toxin-producing E. coli can be life-threatening, but no deaths

have been reported. Five people have been hospitalized,
including two with kidney failure. The CDC has been told they
are all getting better, Tauxe said.

The CDC has identified a DNA fingerprint of the E. coli
strain connecting all 19 patients. As health departments get
more reports of foodborne illness, additional people will be
checked for the fingerprint and the case count will likely rise,
Tauxe said.

“All the evidence that we have points to this chicken salad,”
he said. Tauxe emphasized that the agency does not have any
evidence that other Costco food was contaminated. Wilson
said chickens have not been connected to the outbreak, and
no other Costco products use the same other ingredients
found in the chicken salad.

“We’re pretty confident the path that everyone seems to
be on is correct,” he said. Investigators were testing food
removed from the stores, including chicken salad and other
products, and talking to those who have gotten sick. All but
two have reported eating the chicken salad made and sold by
the retailer. Six people got sick in Montana, five in Utah, four in
Colorado, and one each in California, Missouri, Virginia and
Washington state. The CDC said the illness reports began on
Oct. 6 and involved people from age 5 to 84.

Health officials urged people who bought chicken salad at
any US Costco store on or before Nov. 20 to throw it away,
even if no one has gotten sick. The Costco-linked illnesses are
not related to a recent E. coli outbreak tied to Chipotle that
sickened more than 40 people. Chipotle voluntarily closed 43
restaurants in Washington and Oregon and reopened them
after deep cleaning and ordering new ingredients.

Tauxe said both investigations are ongoing and he hopes
they will eventually find the exact cause of both outbreaks. “I
think we’re going to learn something important from both
ultimately,” he said. Symptoms of E. coli infection include diar-
rhea, abdominal cramps, nausea and vomiting. The incubation
period is three to seven days from the time of exposure.

Health officials urge anyone with the symptoms, especially
people who have eaten Costco chicken salad, to go to their
doctor. — AP

US abortions continue to decline, down 4% in 2012

SEATTLE: In this Tuesday, Nov 24, 2015, file photo, cars fill the parking lot of a Costco store in Seattle. A
California farm is recalling a vegetable mix believed to be the source of E.coli in Costco chicken salad that
has been linked to an outbreak that has sickened several people in multiple states, the Food and Drug
Administration said Thursday. — AP

FDA tests point toward 
E coli in salad vegetables

WASHINGTON:  The Environmental
Protection Agency is taking steps to
withdraw approval of a controversial
new weed killer to be used on genetical-
ly modified corn and soybeans. The EPA
announced in a court filing that it had
received new information from manu-
facturer Dow AgroSciences that a weed
killer called Enlist Duo is probably more
toxic to other plants than previously
thought.

In a filing with the 9th US Circuit
Court of Appeals, EPA said it “might not
have issued the existing registration had
it been aware” of the new information
when it originally approved the product
a year ago to be used with new strains of
genetically modified corn and soybeans.
EPA asked the court  for the authority to
reverse its decision while it reconsiders
the herbicide in light of the new infor-
mation, including whether wider buffer
zones might be required to protect non-
target plants.

The seeds are engineered to resist the
herbicide, so farmers can spray the fields
after the plants emerge and kill the
weeds while leaving crops unharmed.
EPA’s move was welcomed by environ-

mental and food safety groups that had
sued to rescind approval of the potent
new herbicide. But it is sure to create anx-
iety for the agriculture industry, since
many weeds have become resistant to
glyphosate, an herbicide commonly used
on genetically modified corn and soy-
beans now. Enlist includes a combination
of glyphosate and an updated version of
an older herbicide named 2,4-D.

“With this action, EPA confirms the
toxic nature of this lethal cocktail of
chemicals, and has stepped back from
the brink,” said Earthjustice Managing
Attorney Paul Achitoff. “Glyphosate is a
probable carcinogen and is wiping out
the monarch butterfly, 2,4-D also causes
serious human health effects, and the
combination also threatens endangered
wildlife. This must not, and will not, be
how we grow our food.”

Dow AgroSciences issued a state-
ment calling for rapid resolution of the
matter, citing “the pressing needs of US
farmers for access to Enlist Duo to count-
er the rapidly increasing spread of resist-
ant weeds” and predicting that “these
new evaluations will result in a prompt
resolution of all outstanding issues.”

EPA’s decision means that Enlist Duo,
which is currently on the market, won’t
be in wide use for plantings next spring.
EPA hasn’t said whether farmers already
in possession of the herbicide will be
able to use it, and that could be a topic
for future litigation, said Andrew
Kimbrell of the Center for Food Safety.

Critics say they’re concerned the
increased use of 2,4-D could endanger
public health and more study on the
chemical is needed. The USDA has pre-
dicted that the use of 2,4-D could
increase by an estimated 200 percent to
600 percent by the year 2020.

EPA had earlier said when approving
the new weed killer that agency offi-
cials had used “highly conservative and
protective assumptions to evaluate
human health and ecological risks.” The
EPA said at the time that the herbicide
met safety standards for the public,
agricultural workers and endangered
species. Now, EPA says it has “has
received new information from Dow
AgroSciences - the registrant of Enlist
Duo - that suggests two active ingredi-
ents could result in greater toxicity to
non-target plants.” — AP
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