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KUWAIT: Health Minister Dr Ali Al-Obaidi said yesterday his
ministry has managed to control diseases, viruses and
cholera thanks to its successful precautions. Three out of
five cholera cases have already recovered in the country,
the minister said in an exclusive statement to KUNA, citing
recent World Health Organization’s (WHO) reports com-
mending Kuwait’s cholera control measures. He even
vowed that his ministry will reveal any information about
cholera or any other disease in full transparency and clarity.

“The ministry is continuously in touch with citizens
through mass media in order to report new statistics. In
case of outbreak of epidemic diseases, the ministry will
immediately inform the WHO,” he added. However, the
minister warned of rumors and unofficial statements
about the health situation in the country.

At the 62nd Regional Committee for the Eastern
Mediterranean Region of the World Health Organization
held on Tuesday, the minister said the conferees had dis-
cussed several health issues, chiefly medical treatment
costs. They also addressed the subject of evaluating health
technology and boosting the capacity of health systems
through appropriate and effective methods to assess
health technology and choose better healthcare, he noted.  

Obaidi said Kuwait’s hosting of the session highlights
the close cooperation with WHO since Kuwait joined the
organization in 1960. The fruitful cooperation covers vari-
ous areas and serves many objectives for which the organ-
ization was established, the minister said in his inaugural
speech at the regional committee - the decision-making
body of the organization.
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KUWAIT: Health Minister Dr Ali Al-Obaidi (right) is presented a memento by WHO Regional Director for the
Eastern Mediterranean Dr Ala Alwan at the 62nd Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean Region
of the World Health Organization on Tuesday. —  Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: MP Khalil Al-Saleh, who has announced
plans to grill Oil Minister Ali Al-Omair, yesterday sent
him a number of questions on the reported delay in
signing several contracts for the new Zour refinery.
Saleh cited a report published in a local daily about
Omair ordering Kuwait National Petroleum Co
(KNPC) to delay signing the five contracts with 
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KUWAIT: The Hijra new year (Islamic new year) holiday
will  fall  on Wednesday, Oct 14, the Civil  Service
Commission (CSC) said yesterday. The CSC instructed all
ministries and state bodies and institutions that the hol-
iday begins on Wednesday and lasts for two days,
according to a CSC statement. It is up to state agencies
of special status to set their own holiday schedule, but
public interest should be taken into consideration, it
added. — KUNA 
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