
WASHINGTON: President Barack Obama seemed to
call Hillary Rodham Clinton’s idea of a no-fly zone in
Syria “half-baked.” Clinton described the president’s
immigration strategy as “harsh and aggressive.” And
as Obama tries to rally Democrats around the chief
economic proposal of his second term, the party’s
presidential front-runner stayed conspicuously silent.

As Clinton looks for ways to distinguish her ideas
from those of her former boss, the relationship
between the man in the White House and the
woman who hopes to replace him has grown increas-
ingly complicated. No issue presents more potential
for friction than trade.

For months, Clinton has resisted weighing in on
the Trans-Pacific Partnership, the sweeping trade deal
that has divided the Democratic base. The comple-
tion of the negotiations this week means she’ll soon

be forced to choose between one of the top legacy
items of her former boss or labor unions, environ-
mentalists and other liberal constituencies that
oppose the deal. Clinton promises to “definitely have
a position soon.”

Awkward dynamics 
“I’m going to be diving into that tonight. I’m going

to be talking to people. They’re getting me all the
information they can gather so I can make a timely
decision,” Clinton said Tuesday as she toured a
farmer’s market in Davenport, Iowa. The awkward
dynamic isn’t a surprise: Both Clinton’s campaign and

the Obama administration have always said the time
would come when the candidate would outline her
own policies and deliver criticisms, both implied and
direct, of the president.

“I am not running for my husband’s third term or
President Obama’s third term,” Clinton told voters in
Davenport, repeating an oft-used line from her stump
speech. “I’m running for my first term.” While she fre-
quently commends the president, Clinton has been
offering critiques of his policies more and more.

Last month, she came out against the Keystone XL
pipeline from Canada to the US Gulf Coast, while the
administration remains undecided. In August, she
said Obama’s decision to approve offshore drilling in
the Arctic wasn’t “worth the risk” to the environment.
And she’s subtly resurrected her 2008 primary attack
of Obama’s approach to world affairs, taking a more

hawkish stance toward Russia, Syria and Iran.
On both immigration and gun control, she’s

vowed to use her executive power to do more than
the president, implying that Obama’s actions have
not gone quite far enough. “I’m not going to be
breaking up families. And I think that is one of the dif-
ferences,” she said of  Obama’s deportation policy ear-
lier this week. “But I totally understand why the
Obama administration felt as though they did what
they did under the circumstances.”

Campaign veterans in the White House say the
impact of Clinton’s one-upping is minor and dismiss
some of Clinton’s proposals as routine campaign fod-

der. Candidates use policy plans to declare their prior-
ities. Worries over practical implementation come lat-
er. But trade falls into a different category. If Clinton
opposes Obama’s big deal, she could undermine his
arguments just as the White House is in the final
stretch of a deal years in the making.

With Clinton’s main challenger, Vermont Sen.
Bernie Sanders, calling the accord “disastrous,” Obama
may be in the uncomfortable position of watching a
Democratic debate next week in which none of the
major candidates is willing to defend the deal. Clinton
aides know she must tread lightly when it comes to
criticizing the president, given that much of her strat-
egy relies on the still-loyal coalition of African-
Americans, Latinos, women and younger voters that
twice elected Obama. But at the same time, they say
she must find ways to distinguish herself - and under-
cut Republican attacks that Clinton would simply be a
third Obama term.

‘Half-baked’ 
Many of Clinton’s top aides joined her campaign

from the White House and the two staffs remain in
frequent communication. Before Clinton publicly
announced her opposition to the Keystone pipeline
and gun proposals, campaign staff alerted the White
House to her plans. And after Obama appeared to
deride her proposal for a no-fly zone over Syria as
“half-baked” in a press conference last week, aides
called to make sure Clinton understood the criticism
wasn’t aimed at her, according to a senior White
House official who would not be named discussing
private conversations.

The White House doesn’t deny Clinton’s new dis-
tance has at times created awkwardness for the presi-
dent. On immigration, Clinton’s promise to go further
than Obama in using executive authority to ease the
threat of deportation for immigrants living in the U.S.
directly contradicts Obama’s assertion that he’s done
all he can under the law.

President Barack Obama seemed to call Hillary
Rodham Clinton’s idea of a no-fly zone in Syria “half-
baked.” Clinton described the president’s immigration
strategy as “harsh and aggressive.” And as Obama
tries to rally Democrats around the chief economic
proposal of his second term, the party’s presidential
front-runner stayed conspicuously silent. As Clinton
looks for ways to distinguish her ideas from those of
her former boss, the  relationship between the man in
the White House and the woman who hopes to
replace him has grown increasingly complicated. No
issue presents more potential for friction than trade.

For months, Clinton has resisted weighing in on
the Trans-Pacific Partnership, the sweeping trade deal
that has divided the Democratic base. The comple-
tion of the negotiations this week means she’ll soon
be forced to choose between one of the top legacy
items of her former boss or labor unions, environ-
mentalists and other liberal constituencies that
oppose the deal. — AP 

IOWA: Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton reacts to a sup-
porter before speaking at a community forum. — AP
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Complications with old boss 
increase as Hillary campaigns 
‘I’m not running for my husband’s or Obama’s third term’ 

SUMMERVILLE: Jeanni Adame rides in her boat as she checks on neighbors seeing if they want to evacuate in the
Ashborough subdivision. — AP 

WASHINGTON: The Obama administration
deported fewer immigrants over the past 12
months than at any time since 2006, according
to internal figures obtained by The Associated
Press as Democratic presidential candidate
Hillary Rodham Clinton called Obama’s depor-
tation policies too harsh. Deportations of crim-
inal immigrants have fallen to the lowest levels
since President Barack Obama took office in
2009, despite his pledge to focus on finding
and deporting criminals living in the US illegal-
ly. The share of criminal immigrants deported
in relation to overall immigrants deported rose
slightly, from 56 percent to 59 percent.

The overall total of 231,000 deportations
generally does not include Mexicans who
were caught at the border and quickly
returned home by the US Border Patrol. The
figure does include roughly 136,700 convicted
criminals deported in the last 12 months. Total
deportations dropped 42 percent since 2012.
In a statement Tuesday evening, US
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
spokeswoman Jennifer Elzea said the agency
“has refined its priorities to improve the quali-
ty of its removals by focusing on the most seri-
ous public safety and national security threats
as well as recent border crossers.

“As a result, overall removals may show a
decline, consistent with a substantial drop in
overall apprehension, among other factors,”
Elzea said. In a Miami interview with Spanish-
language TV network Telemundo, promised to
be “less harsh and aggressive” than Obama in
enforcing immigration laws. Clinton is the
Democratic presidential frontrunner and
Obama’s former secretary of state.

“The deportation laws were interpreted
and enforced, you know, very aggressively,
during the last six and a half years, which I
think his administration did in part to try to get
Republicans to support comprehensive immi-

gration reform,” Clinton said in the weekend
interview.

‘Deporter-in-chief’
In the first two full budget years under the

Obama administration, the US deported more
people year over year, until reaching its 2012
peak. Those increases, which started under the
administration of President George W Bush,
were small, rising just a few percentage points
each year.  Nevertheless, the record deporta-
tions in 2012 led immigration advocates to
criticize Obama as the “deporter-in-chief.”

After multiple bills to overhaul immigration
laws failed in Congress during Obama’s first
term, he made administrative changes aimed
at narrowing the population of immigrants
targeted for deportation. The focus since then
has been on criminals, and the overall number
of deportations has steadily declined.

The Homeland Security Department has
not yet publicly disclosed the new internal fig-
ures, which include month-by-month break-
downs and cover the period between Oct. 1,
2014, and Sept. 28.  The new numbers
emerged as illegal immigration continues to
be sharply debated among presidential candi-
dates, and has been a special focus of Donald
Trump, the Republican front-runner.

And they come as Obama carries out his
pledge from before his 2012 re-election to nar-
rowly focus enforcement and slow deporta-
tions after more than a decade of rising fig-
ures. The biggest surprise in the figures was
the decline in criminal deportations.
Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson last
year directed immigration authorities anew to
focus on finding and deporting immigrants
who pose a national security or public safety
threat, those who have serious criminal
records, and those who recently crossed the
Mexican border. — AP 

GEORGETOWN: Rivers rose and dams
bulged yesterday as South Carolina faced
another anxious day of waiting for the
floodwaters to recede, and dive teams
searched for two people who disappeared
in waters after they drove around a barri-
cade.

Along the coast, residents prepared for
a second round of flooding as rivers
swollen from days of devastating rains
make their way toward the Atlantic. In the
Columbia area, where some returned home
to assess damage and clean up, the threat
of more flooding still hadn’t lifted.

About 1,000 residents near the compro-
mised Beaver Dam were told to evacuate
yesterday morning, though the order was
lifted several hours later when crews shored
up the dam. US Senator Lindsey Graham
warned the disaster could “break the bank”
of federal emergency funds, possibly top-
ping more than $1 billion.

At least 17 people in South Carolina and
North Carolina have died in the storm. In
coastal Georgetown, one of America’s old-
est cities, Scott Youngblood put more sand-
bags by the door of the Augustus &
Carolina furniture store on Front Street, the
popular tourist attraction that runs along
the Sampit River.

Each day since last weekend’s storm -
which sent more than a foot of water wash-
ing down the street - water at high tide has
lapped against those sandbags. Residents
worried there may be more flooding on the
Black and Waccamaw rivers. Both drain into
Georgetown County. The Waccamaw was

expected to crest at 5 feet above flood
stage in Conway, in Horry County, on
Thursday. The Black crested Tuesday
upstream at Kingstree at about 10 feet
above flood stage, breaking a record, town
officials said.

Youngblood hopes things won’t be as
bad as earlier in the week. “We’re hanging
our hat on that we’re not going to have that
combination of tide and rain and such,” he
said. “We had so much rain, but the primary
thing we were experiencing was the water
table coming up through the bottom bub-
bling up from beneath the flooring. We had
quite a bit of damage.”

Gov Nikki Haley took an aerial tour of
damaged areas Tuesday, and planned to
visit the coast yesterday afternoon. “We are
watching this minute by minute,” she said.
She said evacuations may be needed
toward the coast because of swollen rivers.
At a shelter in Columbia, Graham said it
would take weeks to get a good damage
assessment.

‘Pork-laden monstrosity’
“We’re talking hundreds of millions (of

dollars), maybe over a billion,” he said. On
Tuesday, the governor said it could be “any
amount of dollars.” Graham also warned
state and county officials not to use the dis-
aster as an opportunity to ask for money
unrelated to flood damage. He criticized
the federal government’s aid package to
the Northeast following Hurricane Sandy in
2012, calling it a “pork-laden monstrosity.”

Rescue crews searched for two people

who vanished in Richland County when
their pickup entered flood water. Sheriff’s
deputies said the pickup’s driver went
around barricade for a road that had been
closed for several days after being washed
out. Three people managed to get out of
the truck safely. Teams searched the area in
rescue boats and dive gear.

Electricity had returned to most homes
and businesses and about 10,000 people
were without water, down from a peak of
40,000. Roads and bridges were taking
longer to restore: Some 200 engineers were
inspecting more than 400 spots that
remained closed Tuesday, including parts of
Interstate 95. And crews in Columbia were
still working yesterday to repair a breach in
a canal that was threatening the main
water supply for 375,000 people, Utilities
Director Joey Jaco said. Workers were build-
ing a rock dam a few hundred feet north of
the breach, which is near the city’s hydro-
electric plant.

Jaco said the only danger now is for the
canal - built in the early 1800s and supply-
ing 35 million gallons of water to the city’s
water plant each day - to breach in a sec-
ond spot, but he added that the levy shows
no signs of buckling. At the Beaver Dam in a
neighborhood in northeast Columbia, offi-
cials worked to shore up the dam and said
they believed the worst has been averted.
Col Brad Owens said crews worked through
the night using sandbags and dropping
rocks to hold back the escaping water. Part
of the roadway has been eroded and has
been closed for days, Owens said. — AP 

South Carolina still on 
edge from huge flood 

MIAMI:  President Barack Obama speaks during a town hall meeting on immigra-
tion hosted by Telemundo and MSNBC, at Florida International University. — AP  

US government deports fewest 
immigrants in nearly a decade


