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BEIJING: Angelique Kerber of Germany watches her shot as she plays against Caroline Wozniacki of Denmark during their women’s singles match of the China Open tennis tournament. — AP

BEIJING: Rafael Nadal sparked his China Open cam-
paign into life as he stormed into the quarter-finals with
a much-improved 7-6 (7/3), 6-4 victory over Canada’s
Vasek Pospisil yesterday.

The 14-time Grand Slam winner had his service bro-
ken four times in the first round by China’s 230th-ranked
Wu Di, but he showed better signs against Pospisil, the
world number 44.

Spain’s Nadal, groping for form after a difficult year, will
now face America’s Jack Sock in the last eight as he looks
for a confidence-boosting fourth title of the season.

Nadal also avoided joining world number five Tomas
Berdych on the sidelines after the Czech, who won the
rain-delayed Shenzhen Open on Monday, became the
latest big name to fall in Beijing.

“Every improvement is important,” said Nadal.
“Obviously I improved from yesterday. I played a much

better match than yesterday.”
In their first career meeting, Nadal struggled to break

down 25-year-old Pospisil in the opening set but he ran
away with the tie-break to take the lead.

And he never looked like relinquishing it, breaking to
go 3-2 ahead in the second set and sealing it on his sec-
ond match point with a raking cross-court forehand,
celebrating with his familiar fist-pump.

Air pollution which had hovered at hazardous levels
magically lifted by the end of eighth-ranked Nadal’s
match, and his spirits would have risen too as he aims to
fight his way back to the top.

“Every victory gives me opportunities to keep prac-
tising the things that I need to practice,” said Nadal.  

“Practising outside of the competition is very impor-
tant, but at the end you have to compete well. Every
match is an opportunity for me.”

Earlier, and in much smoggier conditions, Berdych
and Caroline Wozniacki both lost their way at a tourna-
ment which is proving a graveyard for senior players.

Second seed Berdych never hit his stride against
Uruguay’s 37th-ranked Pablo Cuevas as he was dumped
out 6-4, 6-4 to become the rollercoaster tournament’s
latest upset. “I made one tournament title. The other
one didn’t go my way,” shrugged the Czech.

Later former world number one Wozniacki was bru-
tally disposed of by Angelique Kerber 6-2, 6-3 in a
defeat which ended her hopes of reaching the year-
ending WTA Finals.

“I’m going home. I’m trying to catch a flight that is in
a couple of hours,” said Wozniacki, who was in no mood
to hang around after her defeat.

Andrea Petkovic was also bundled out by Sara Errani
3-6, 6-3, 6-2, compounding a tough season which has

included food poisoning, injury and a first-round defeat
last week in Wuhan. “After Wuhan, I said to my coach,
this is the worst season I’ve ever played. That was my
assessment after Wuhan. But I guess I was quite emo-
tional after losing in first round,” she said.

It was a different story for Garbine Muguruza, who
retired from last week’s Wuhan final against Venus
Williams with an ankle problem but bounced back to
beat Irina Falconi 6-2, 6-1.

The Spaniard, nicknamed “Mushroom” by Beijing fans
because her name sounds like “mushroom” in Chinese,
will now qualify for the WTA Finals if she wins her next
match against Mirjana Lucic-Baroni.

Fourth seed Agnieszka Radwanska set up a quarter-
final with Kerber after Madison Keys retired after their
first set, becoming the sixth player to withdraw mid-
match. — AFP

Fog lifts as Nadal storms into q-finals

LONDON:  Brilliant Bryan Habana scored a
second half hat-trick to equal Jonah Lomu’s
record of 15 World Cup tries yesterday as
South Africa hammered the United States 64-
0 to book their quarter final place.  Habana is
closing on the all time Test try record of 69
held by Japan’s Daisuke Ohata. The South
African is now level with Wallaby hero David
Campese’s mark on 64.

The Springboks, only 14-0 up at the break,
scored 50 points in the second half at a rain-
swept Olympic Stadium. Eight of their 10 tries
came after the break against a US side show-
ing 12 changes from their last Pool B outing.
This was the biggest winning margin in this
World Cup so far and the Americans were the
first team to fail to score at the tournament.

“I’m very pleased we didn’t give away a try
because defence wins World Cups,” said South
Africa coach Heyneke Meyer. “Brian is always
the guy that comes through in big games for
me. I’m so proud of him, not just as a rugby
player but as a human being.”

Eagles coach Mike Tolkin said: “The first half,
I’m so happy the way the guys played, they
poured their hearts out. The second half, they
put us under pressure.”

Victory saw South Africa, shock 34-32 losers
to Japan in their opening match, secure top
place in the pool. The Springboks, world cham-
pions in 1995 and 2007, will face the losers of
Saturday’s Pool A fixture between Australia
and Wales in an October 17 quarter-final at
Twickenham.

Meyer made just two, injury-enforced
changes, to the team that beat Scotland 34-16.
Lwazi Mvovo replaced wing JP Pietersen, while

prop Frans Malherbe came in for Jannie du
Plessis. Both Pietersen and du Plessis have
knee injuries.

The United States, yet to win a match at this
World Cup, fielded a virtually different team to
the one that that lost 25-16 to Samoa. They
rested players ahead of their potentially more
winnable concluding pool fixture against
Japan on Sunday.

Despite the changes, the Americans made
a bright start. But hopes of another upset
quickly disappeared. South Africa went 7-0 up
in the seventh minute through centre Damien
de Allende’s converted try.

Poor Springbok handling saw de Allende
take the ball off the floor, before going
through a huge gap in the defence and under
the posts for his first Test try.

There was a nasty moment when Habana,
chasing a high ball, and Blaine Scully collided
in a clash that saw the US full-back land head
first. Both players left the field soon afterwards
for head injury assessments before returning.
Pollard and centre Jesse Kriel, well tackled by
Kruger, were both held up short of the US line.

The ensuing five-metre scrum went down
and, after Pascal Gauzere warned the Eagles,
another slumping set-piece saw the French
referee award the Springboks a 27th-minute
penalty try.

Fly-half Handre Pollard added the extras to
give his side a 14-0 lead. Scully intercepted a
South Africa pass near his own line and broke
clear before he was hauled down on half-way
by de Allende and Pollard. South Africa
caught the US cold at the start of the second
half. — AFP

Springboks reach 
World Cup q-finals

LONDON: South Africa’s Bryan Habana (left) celebrates his second
try during the Rugby World Cup Pool B match between South
Africa and USA . — AP

TOKYO: Top seed Stan Wawrinka yesterday banished the demons of his early
exit at last year’s Japan Open,  but not before lightning had threatened to
strike twice. The French Open champion exacted revenge on Japanese wild-
card Tatsuma Ito, who had sent the muscular Swiss tumbling out of the Tokyo
tournament at the first hurdle 12 months ago, with a tough 6-3, 2-6, 6-4 sec-
ond-round victory. No such effort was needed from title-holder Kei Nishikori,
who toppled giant American Sam Querrey 7-6, 6-3 to reach the quarter-finals
despite failing to really catch fire.

Wawrinka pressed self-destruct after rolling through the first set, Ito level-
ling with a lunging forehand down the line that left the world number four
looking to the heavens in anguish.

Normal service was resumed in the decider, however. A viciously dipping
return onto Ito’s shoelaces secured Wawrinka an early break and allowed him
to play with a little less tension.

Wawrinka finally ended Ito’s brave resistance on his fourth match point
after an hour and 42 minutes with a fizzing forehand down the line.  “It wasn’t
my best match for sure,” Wawrinka told AFP. “I’m just happy to win. I struggled
a little bit to find my rhythm but the most important thing for me was to get
to the quarter-finals.”

Second seed Nishikoro, dazzling in canary-yellow shirt, headband and
sneakers, struggled with a swirling wind in the early skirmishes before discov-
ering his mojo in the first-set tiebreak, which he raced through 7-3.

Nishikori broke early in the second set and finished in style, belting a
backhand down the line to set up match point and plunging home the dag-
ger with an acrobatic smash.

He celebrated with a pump of the fist and a toothy grin at coach Michael
Chang. “It’s always a mental battle against a big server,” said Nishikori, who is
bidding to win a third Japan Open in four years. He next faces Croatia’s Marin
Cilic, the player who beat him in the 2014 US Open final. “The first-set
tiebreak was key,” added Nishikori, who is chasing a fourth title of the year
and the 11th of his career.  “After that I was able to relax a little and I think I
played some pretty decent tennis.”

Third seed Gilles Simon blew past Czech Jiri Vesely 6-4, 6-2 to reach
the last eight. “It’s a very tough tournament to win,” the Frenchman said of
an event won in the past by such luminaries as John McEnroe, Ivan Lendl,
Pete Sampras, Stefan Edberg and Roger Federer.  “It’s not one you win by
chance. It would be a great achievement but you need to be playing at a
really high level.”  — AFP

Wawrinka exorcises 
demons with tough win


