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The defining films of 

Michael Fassbender 

From critically acclaimed indie flicks to Oscar-nominated dramas and superhero blockbusters, Michael
Fassbender has been on a roll lately - and given that we’re entering a cinematic season in which he’s starring in
not one but two awards contenders, it seems safe to predict he’s really only just hitting his stride. Fassbender

returns to theaters this weekend in Steve Jobs, so we’re taking the opportunity to look back at his filmography and
pay tribute to some of the movies that best exemplify his talents.

Fassbender and writer-director Steve McQueen make great films together,
but they aren’t necessarily fun, and their first collaboration, the hard-hitting
historical drama Hunger, is a perfect example. To dramatize the last months

of Bobby Sands, a soldier in the Provisional Irish Republican Army who led a
hunger strike while imprisoned in Northern Ireland in the early ‘80s, Fassbender
dropped an alarming amount of weight by subjecting himself to a 600-calorie-a-
day diet - yet still managed to bring an incredible amount of energy to bear on a
performance that earned him a British Independent Film Award for Best Actor.
Although Hunger wasn’t Fassbender’s first film, it was the first to really demon-
strate what he could do if given the chance, and after the closing credits rolled,
plenty of casting directors were willing to do just that.

American filmgoers received their first real exposure to Fassbender in
Quentin Tarantino’s Inglourious Basterds, a gleefully violent and profane
World War II revenge fantasy in which a squadron of Jewish-American sol-

diers (led by Brad Pitt, natch) plow through Nazis behind enemy lines while plot-
ting the fiery assassination of Adolf Hitler. Appearing as Lieutenant Archie Hicox,
a British film critic with a background in German cinema, Fassbender is the focus
of a brief but memorable sequence in which the Basterds meet up at a tavern
and draw an inordinate - and eventually rather explosive - amount of suspicion
from the Gestapo. While he certainly isn’t the star of the show, Fassbender’s
Inglourious turn offered proof that he didn’t need a ton of screentime, or shock-
ing weight loss, to exert a commanding presence.
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