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DHAKA: The cafes and restaurants are
empty. The chatter of guests in hotel lob-
bies has gone quiet. The high-walled
embassy compounds are even more close-
ly guarded. The recent killings of two for-
eigners in Bangladesh - an Italian and a
Japanese - has spooked tourists and expa-
triates in the impoverished South Asian
nation, raising alarms about whether
Islamic radicals are gaining a foothold and
whether foreigners are safe in the moder-
ate, secular nation.

The Islamic State claimed responsibility
for both killings, but the Bangladeshi gov-
ernment denied the extremist Sunni mili-
tant group was involved. Instead, it
accused the opposition of supporting a
conspiracy to destabilize the country of
160 million - a charge the opposition
denies. Any lost confidence in security
could damage the country’s economy,
which relies heavily on foreign aid and
investment. Already, hotels and shops
catering to the foreign community said
they were seeing losses.

“The killings are affecting our business.
We had to cancel some bookings,” said
one five-star hotel manager in Dhaka, ask-
ing that neither she nor the hotel be iden-
tified for fear of hurting business further.
Another hotel manager, also refusing to
be identified, said they had increased
security staffing and video surveillance. “If
there is any suspicion,” he said, “our peo-
ple in plainclothes are working around the
hotel.”

Stunned many 
Last week’s near-identical attacks on

Italian Cesare Tavella and Japan’s Kunio
Hoshi - both were gunned down in day-
light by motorcycle-riding youths -
stunned many in Bangladesh for targeting
two foreigners who had been living in
Bangladesh for agricultural projects meant
to help the poor.  Tavella was shot in the
diplomatic quarter of Dhaka, while Hoshi
was attacked five days later in a village 300
kilometers to the north.

Most of the 224,000 foreigners living in
Bangladesh work for embassies, aid
groups or one of the many international
clothing retailers that are part of the $25
billion garment industry, a pillar of the
economy. Several countries, including the
US, Netherlands and Spain, have asked
their embassy staff to stay away from
crowded places and travel in covered
vehicles. Twelve foreigners approached
for comment this week declined to speak
with The Associated Press for fear of draw-
ing attention to themselves.

Bangladeshi business consultant
Shoaib Aziz said his Japanese wife was
“upset and not feeling comfortable” about
returning home from Japan, while many of
his clients including Japanese businesses
“are delaying their planned tour of
Bangladesh. They have factories here, but
are waiting and rescheduling.” Medical
equipment importer Nur Ahmed, who fre-
quently visits foreign clubs including the
US Embassy’s American Club, said they
were emptying early as foreigners were
heading home before dark.

The government insists they have the
situation under control, and has sent offi-
cials to reassure diplomats and pledged
increased security. Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has built her reputation on promis-
es of cracking down on radicals, banning
six hardline militant groups while police
arrested dozens suspected of members in
recent years. While the government of the
country is secular and traditionally moder-
ate, the emergence of Islamist political
groups has created a clear divide between
moderates and radicals and contributed to
political instability.

‘Fight the emergence’ 
US Ambassador Marcia Bernicat said

this week that embassy staff felt safer after
the government’s reassurances, while
praising Hasina’s “zero tolerance” against
terrorism and saying “we have everything
we need to fight the emergence of ISIL in
Bangladesh,” using another acronym
referring to the Islamic State.

Bangladesh has been struggling with a
rising tide of radical Islam. At least four
secular bloggers and online activists have
been hacked to death with meat cleavers
this year in attacks claimed by groups
linked with the banned group Ansarullah
Bangla Team. This week, a Christian pastor
survived a knife attack by youths allegedly
aligned with Islamic militants.

Bangladesh’s economy cannot afford
a reputation as a hotbed of Is lamic
extremism. Its economy depends on a
$25 billion garment industry that sup-
plies international clothing brands. With
little infrastructure and fewer resources, it
has struggled to attract foreign invest-
ment in other sectors. The killings of for-
eigners “can only make matters worse,
since image also plays an important role
in the case of  economic decisions,”
Fahmida Khatun, research director of the
Dhaka-based think tank Center for Policy
Dialogue, wrote in an opinion piece pub-
lished Monday in the country’s Daily Star
newspaper.

Over the last year, Hasina has signed a
slew of investment deals to set up special
economic zones with countries including
Japan, China and India, promising they
would bring billions of dollars in foreign
investment and drive further growth for
the country’s economy. “This is alarming.
Such killings will create panic among for-
eigners,” said SR Masum, a political science
student at Dhaka University. “People want
to know what is going on. We are not at
ease.” — AP 

KATHMANDU: Nepal yesterday announced plans to
elect a new prime minister this weekend, three weeks
after the country adopted a new constitution that trig-
gered deadly protests and a border blockade. Incumbent
prime minister Sushil Koirala had pledged to step down
after the constitution-Nepal’s first to be drawn up by
elected representatives-was adopted on September 20.

He announced on October 2 he would ask the presi-
dent to begin the process of forming a new government.
After parties failed to agree on a consensus candidate for

prime minister, President Ram Baran Yadav asked parlia-
ment to vote, speaker Subash Chandra Nembang told
lawmakers. “I have fixed the election for the post of the
prime minister... on Sunday at 11 in the morning,”
Nembang said.

Parties have a day to register their nominations. If
none of the candidates is able to secure a simple majori-
ty, the speaker will set a date for re-elections to be held.
The constitution marks the final stage in a peace process
that began when Maoist rebels laid down their arms in

2006 after a decade-long insurgency. The charter was
meant to end years of inequality and cement peace but
bitter disputes over its provisions have sparked violent
protests and a blockade of a key trade route by demon-
strators that has forced nationwide fuel rationing. More
than 40 people have been killed in clashes between
police and protesters representing ethnic minorities who
say a new federal structure laid out in the constitution
will leave them under-represented in the national parlia-
ment. — AFP 

Hardliners block 
singer’s concert 

NEW DELHI: A local Hindu nationalist party has protested the
presence of a Pakistani singer and forced organizers to cancel
his concert in Mumbai, India’s entertainment capital. Akshay
Bardapurkar, a Shiv Sena leader, said inviting Pakistani singer
Ghulam Ali to perform was an insult to all Indians as he
belongs to a country which is firing bullets and killing Indian
soldiers on their border.

Ali was to perform in Mumbai yesterday, but the organizers
canceled the show as Shiv Sena has a history of disrupting
concerts by Pakistani artists. India and Pakistan have recently
accused each other of unprovoked firing along their disputed
border in Kashmir, killing some soldiers and civilians on both
sides.

Ali said he was disappointed by the organizers’ decision,
but promised to perform in New Delhi in December at the
invitation of Arvind Kejriwal, the Indian capital’s top elected
leader. “The atmosphere is not conducive for me to perform. ...
I am not angry, I am hurt,” Ali told reporters on Thursday.
However, he has been invited by the top elected officials in
two Indian states to hold concerts in West Bengal and New
Delhi.

Arvind Kejriwal, the top elected official in New Delhi,
tweeted yesterday: “‘I am a big fan of yours. Thanks for agree-
ing to do a program in Delhi in December.” Mumbai is the
capital of western Maharashtra state, which is ruled by the
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party in coalition with Shiv
Sena. The concert was canceled despite assurances by the
state’s top elected official, Devendra Fadnavis, that Ali was
welcome to perform in Mumbai and that his government
would give him “full protection.”

Pakistan High Commissioner to India Abdul Basit said he
regretted the decision. “Our position is very clear, we encour-
age people-to-people contacts, we encourage our artists to
visit both sides and perform,” he said. — AP 

Nepal parliament to elect new PM 

MUMBAI: Motorcyclists drive past the Shanmukhananda
auditorium where Pakistani singer Ghulam Ali concert was
supposed to be held. — AP

Expats tensed after foreigners 
gunned down in Bangladesh

Are Islamic radicals getting a foothold?

DHAKA: In this Oct 6, 2015 photo, a foreigner, second from right, walks on a
street. — AP 


