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MPs question anti-terror 
treaty signed by Kuwait
Sane: Kuwait not compelled to extradite citizens • Jallal rejects any taxes

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: At least two lawmakers yesterday objected to
Kuwait’s signing of a new Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
anti-terror pact, which allegedly stipulates extraditing cit-
izens to other GCC states. But Justice Minister Yaqoub Al-
Sane said the agreement was only accepted in principle
by GCC justice ministers who met a few days ago, adding
that the pact does not restrict public freedoms. He also
said that a committee was set up to review the agree-
ment so ministers can sign it at an Oct 29 meeting.

In remarks published by the Kuwaiti daily Al-Jarida
yesterday, Sane indicated that he was surprised at criti-
cisms of the proposed treaty signed by the GCC officials
during a recent meeting in Doha, affirming Kuwait’s
keenness on its citizens’ interests. “The government will
not under any circumstances breach provisions of the
constitution and will not adopt any accord that may vio-
late constitutional articles,” he affirmed. According to the
proposed accord, Kuwait is obliged to extradite a citizen
of another GCC country wanted by the latter. This is
applicable to the case of a Kuwaiti present in another
member country of the GCC.

Meanwhile in the Qatari capital, the daily Al-Sharq also
published an interview with the Kuwaiti minister, who
said that the GCC anti-terrorism law would not breach
freedoms in GCC states. “We assure everybody that the
law will not infringe on freedoms which we consider as a
red line, and I am absolutely sure that the GCC states
advocate freedom in their societies,” Sane told the Qatari
newspaper.

But MP Saleh Ashour criticized the agreement, which
he claimed stipulates the handing over of Kuwaiti sus-
pects in violation of article 70 of the constitution. Ashour
wondered how could the government sign an agree-
ment that breach the constitutions, like the GCC anti-ter-
ror pact. The lawmaker urged other MPs to vote against
the agreement because it violates the constitution and
suppresses public freedoms.

Continued on Page 13

KUWAIT: Kuwait will not slow the development of
its oil industry projects in response to the fall of
crude prices, Oil Minister Ali Al-Omair told an indus-
try conference yesterday. The chief executive of state
energy giant Kuwait Petroleum Corp, Nizar Al-
Adsani, told the conference that his company had
spent KD 4 billion ($13.2 billion) in the 2014/15 fiscal
year and KD 2 billion so far in the current fiscal year
on strategic oil projects. He said KPC was now study-
ing several investment opportunities, including
petrochemicals, in Asia and North America. He did
not elaborate.

Omair, also Minister of State for National
Assembly Affairs and Chairman of KPC, said the oil
and gas industry around the globe was keen on
absorbing impact of declining oil prices, especially
with the emergence of other lucrative energy
resources. KPC, said Omair, has launched initiatives
aimed at supporting partnerships to back the
national economy coupled with boosting private
sector’s role in development.

These initiatives, he added, encourage transfer of
knowledge, modern technology and services, in
addition to offering training for national manpower
towards the establishment of manufacturing indus-
tries in Kuwait. Omair said low oil prices would not
undermine Kuwait’s plans to develop strategically-
important oil projects, which included oil and gas
exploration, refining and distribution of crude oil.
“These projects will improve the environment and
safety performance in our refineries, as well as pro-
viding new jobs and supporting economic growth in
the country,” he said.

Continued on Page 13

Kuwait vows no slowdown in oil projects

KUWAIT: (From left) Defense Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah, Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Sabah, HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah and Interior Minister Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Sabah attend a conference during the Kuwait Oil and Gas show (KOGS 2015) yester-
day. (Inset) Oil Minister Ali Al-Omair delivers a speech during the conference. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Israeli strike kills mother and child 

GAZA: Palestinian father Yehya Hasan mourns while holding the body of his
daughter, Rahaf, during a funeral for the toddler and her pregnant mother yes-
terday at the Nusairat refugee camp in central Gaza Strip. — AFP 

GAZA CITY: An Israeli air strike in Gaza
killed a pregnant Palestinian woman and
her toddler, drawing a warning yesterday
from Islamist movement Hamas, as
unrest spun further towards a full-scale
uprising. After days of unrest in the West
Bank and Israel, Gaza has been drawn
into the violence since Friday, with clash-
es along the border leaving nine

Palestinians dead from Israeli fire. Israel’s
military said it targeted “two Hamas
weapon manufacturing facilities”
overnight after Gaza militants fired two
rockets and following Palestinian
attempts to infiltrate southern Israel. One
rocket hit an open field in southern Israel
and the other was intercepted.

Continued on Page 13

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s sovereign wealth fund, one of the
world’s largest, is considering selling assets to cover a
state budget deficit caused by low oil prices, the Al-
Anbaa newspaper reported yesterday, quoting
unnamed sources. The Kuwait Investment Authority
(KIA), which is estimated to have more than $500 bil-
lion of assets, is studying whether to liquidate assets
that generate annual returns of below 9 percent, the
newspaper said.

The KIA’s money is invested across the world, from
the United States to Europe to China, in various asset
classes including bonds, equities and real estate. The
newspaper did not specify which asset classes might
be sold. It said the size of the sales was expected to be
about KD 9 billion ($30 billion), as officials believed
selling assets with returns of below 9 percent would
be a relatively cheap method of covering the budget
deficit and financing big infrastructure projects that
are being planned.

The KIA did not respond to calls and an email seek-
ing comment yesterday. Some other Gulf states, prin-
cipally Saudi Arabia, have already begun liquidating
assets to cover their deficits in an era of cheap oil.
Although Kuwait is one of the wealthiest oil exporters
in the Gulf and is in no financial danger, state rev-
enues have been hit hard this year by low oil prices. 

The government ran a deficit of KD 1.094 billion in
the first five months of the fiscal year which started in
April, after a deduction for the Future Generations
Fund, which is part of its sovereign fund. Finance min-
ister Anas Al-Saleh said last month that the govern-
ment also planned to sell local currency bonds by the
end of this year to help cover its deficit.  — Reuters 

Sovereign fund 
may sell assets 

to cover deficit

This undated picture shows the launch of an Emad missile during tests at an
undisclosed location in Iran. — AFP 

DUBAI: Iran has successfully tested a new
precision-guided ballistic missile, its
defense minister said yesterday, signaling
an apparent advance in Iranian attempts
to improve the accuracy of its missile
arsenal. The Islamic Republic has one of
the largest missile programs in the
Middle East, despite a United Nations
arms embargo, but its potential effective-
ness has been limited by poor accuracy.
State television showed what appeared
to be a successful launch of the new mis-
sile, named Emad (pillar in Farsi), which
will be Iran’s first precision-guided
weapon with the range to strike its
regional arch-enemy Israel.

“The Emad missile is able to strike tar-
gets with a high level of precision and
completely destroy them...This greatly
increases Iran’s strategic deterrence capa-
bility,” Defense Minister Hossein Dehghan
said at a televised news conference. “Our
leadership and armed forces are deter-
mined to increase our power and this is
to promote peace and stability in the
region. There is no intention of aggres-
sion or threats in this action,” he added.

The Islamic Republic is wary of a
potential pre-emptive strike on its
nuclear sites by Israel. In turn, Israel fears
that a nuclear agreement Iran sealed with
world powers in July may be insufficient
to stop Tehran developing an atomic
bomb. The accord curbs proliferation-
prone aspects of Iran’s nuclear energy
program in exchange for crippling sanc-
tions being lifted. Iran says its nuclear
activity is wholly peaceful.  Israel is widely

presumed to have the Middle East’s only
nuclear weapons.

Anthony Cordesman, a researcher at
the Center for Strategic and International
Studies in Washington, wrote in January
that the Emad would have a range of
1,700 km, 500 m accuracy and a 750 kg
payload. It is a variant of the liquid-
fuelled Shahab-3 missile, which has been
in service since 2003 and has a similar
range but is accurate only to within 2,000
m. “The Emad represents a major leap in
terms of accuracy. It has an advanced
guidance and control system in its nose
cone,” Israeli missile expert Uzi Rubin said.

In August, Iran unveiled a new short-
range missile named Fateh-313 it said
also offered improved precision over its
predecessor, as part of an apparent drive
to boost the accuracy of its missile arse-
nal. The Fateh-313 has solid fuel, allowing
it to be set up and launched faster than
liquid-fuelled missiles, and a range of 500
km - enough to hit targets in Gulf Arab
powers locked in a regional cold war with
the Islamic Republic, but not Israel.
Improvements in accuracy could let Iran
use its missiles in a wider variety of roles,
for example by targeting military bases or
economic assets rather than population
centres. 

The International Institute for
Strategic Studies (IISS), a British-based
think tank, noted in 2010 that poor accu-
racy meant Iran could use its missiles only
as a “political weapon” to target enemy
cities since their military utility was
“severely limited”. — Agencies 

Iran tests new missile

BAGHDAD: Iraq claimed yesterday to
have struck a convoy carrying Islamic
State group leader Abu Bakr Al-
Baghdadi in an air raid near the Syrian
border but said his fate was unknown. In
Syria, meanwhile, regime troops backed
by Russian air strikes made progress on
two fronts but were battling other rebel
groups. And Syria’s opposition National
Coalition said it will boycott UN-pro-
posed peace talks, citing the Russian air
strikes among a list of grievances.

Iraqi aircraft hit Baghdadi’s convoy as
it was “moving towards Karabla to
attend a meeting of the Daesh (IS) ter-

rorist leaders,” an Iraqi security state-
ment said. Karabla is on the Euphrates
barely five kilometres (three miles) from
the Syrian border in western Anbar, a
vast Iraqi province which has long been
a Sunni insurgent stronghold. The state-
ment issued by Iraq’s “war media cell”
said Baghdadi was “transported in a
vehicle” after the strike but added that
“his health status was unknown”.

The meeting place was also struck in
the operation and several IS leaders
already gathered there were killed or
wounded, it said. 
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Iraq claims IS chief Baghdadi hit in raid

Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi


