
NABLUS: Masked Palestinian protestors help an injured comrade during
clashes with Israeli security forces at the Hawara checkpoint. —AFP

RAMALLAH: Stones or bullets? For now, the
Palestinian leadership hopes protesters have
learned lessons from the second intifada
and stick to the former in clashes with Israeli
security forces, officials say. 

During that uprising, from 2000 to 2005,
armed Palestinian security forces confronted
the Israelis. But now, as youths clash with
soldiers amid fears that this month’s unrest
will spiral into a new intifada, a Palestinian
security official in the occupied West Bank
said they were “being vigilant to ensure
firearms are not used”.

On the ground, Palestinian police and
intelligence are allowing young people to
throw stones, AFP journalists noted. But
they are also ensuring that those who join
the protests do so without resorting to
guns that are widely available, especially in
refugee camps. Ramallah, West Bank seat of
the Palestinian Authority (PA), learned the
lesson of the previous intifada the hard
way.

A few months after popular protests
erupted in 2000, gunfire began to accompa-
ny the stones of slingshot users. Israel
responded by deploying tanks, reoccupying
most of the West Bank, and for the first time
since 1967 used warplanes against the
Palestinians. It devastated infrastructure in
the Palestinian territory and laid siege to the
headquarters of then leader Yasser Arafat.
Ten years later, it would appear that the
Palestinian leadership realizes it has more to
lose this time around.

Recourse to arms ‘forbidden’ 
The Palestinians have gained observer

status at the United Nations, where on
October 1 their flag was raised for the first
time in a symbolic gesture as Palestinian
president Mahmud Abbas urged the world
body to grant them full membership.
Palestinian security services spokesman
Adnan Al-Damiri confirmed to AFP the deci-
sion to keep a lid on the latest unrest.

The decision was taken “at a political lev-
el. A recourse to the use of arms in con-
frontations between the people and the sol-
diers of the occupation is forbidden,” he said.

He said there was a “clear Palestinian strate-
gy to support a popular resistance move-
ment”, but not to fan the flames of violence.
Abbas, who denounced the militarization of
the Palestinian struggle during the second
intifada, has said he opposes the same thing
happening again and urged the security
forces to take the “necessary measures” to
ensure this.

Essam Bakr, who coordinates 13
Palestinian movements that meet weekly in
Ramallah, said they agree with this policy.

He said rejecting further militarization
was unanimous because it would “give the
occupation an excuse to use its tanks and
open fire on the Palestinians”. The
Palestinian leadership’s control is limited to
the West Bank where it is also highly con-
tested. And it is not allowed to operate in
Jerusalem, where much of the trouble is tak-
ing place. The PA also has no hold over
Israeli Arabs who have staged their own
actions in solidarity with the Palestinians.

Hamas wants more unrest 
The authority is also at loggerheads with

the Islamist movement Hamas and its
unchallenged domination over the Gaza
Strip, and which has openly called for more
unrest. Gaza and the West Bank may be sep-
arated by Israeli territory, but both are meant
to constitute a future Palestinian state.

Hamas is also active in the West Bank,
and Israel has accused a cell of the move-
ment there of being behind the October 1
murder of an Israeli settler couple in front of
their children. Hamas hailed the killings, but
did not claim them. Until Friday, Gaza and
Hamas, which fought a summer war with
Israel in 2014, had been largely removed
from the current unrest.

But since then, nine Palestinians have
been shot dead by Israeli soldiers along the
border and a pregnant mother and her two-
year-old child were killed in an Israeli air
strike in response to rocket fire from the
enclave. Hamas said on Friday that a third
intifada was already under way, and that it
would play a part in it. The first intifada last-
ed from 1987 to 1993.  —AFP
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YAOUND: Twin suicide blasts yesterday
killed at least nine people in far northern
Cameroon, a day after 41 died in triple
explosions in Chad that were blamed on
Boko Haram. Both nations are part of the
coalition that has been fighting the
jihadists, which in recent months have
been launching bloody assaults well
beyond their traditional fiefdom in north-
ern Nigeria.

Two female suicide bombers carried
out the attacks in Kangaleri village,
around 30 kilometers from the town of
Mora in Cameroon, security and local
sources said. Nine people died when the

first woman detonated a bomb in a tiny
milk and donut restaurant. The second
suicide bomber killed only herself, a local
authority official said.

Many of the 29 injured were “very badly”
hurt, added the official, who asked not to
be identified. These blasts came as security
sources bumped up the death toll to 41 in
triple explosions Saturday in a Chadian city
on Baga Sola on the shores of Lake Chad.
Another 48 people were wounded, the
Chadian government said in a statement,
after provisional figures by security sources
late Saturday put the death toll at 37 with
52 wounded, some seriously.

The Chadian and the Cameroon
armies have since the start of this year
been involved in a regional offensive
against  Boko Haram, which has
pledged allegiance to the Islamic State
group operating in Syria and Iraq. Boko
Haram has been hit hard by the multi-
national offensive, losing territory, but
it has launched attacks and bombings
in response.

Believed safe before attack 
Boko Haram has waged a bloody

insurgency since 2009 marked by mass
abductions, village massacres and sui-

cide bombings, sometimes by women
and teenagers. The attacks yesterday
are the 14th and 15th suicide attacks
attributed to Boko Haram in far north-
ern Cameroon since July, causing more
than 100 deaths.

The powerful explosions in Chad
struck at around 4:00 pm Saturday, with
one blast targeting the fish market at
Baga Sola and the other two occurring
at a refugee camp on the outskirts of
the city. It was the first such attack on
Baga Sola, and the belief that it was rel-
atively safe had led tens of thousands
of Nigerian refugees and Chadians dis-

placed by Boko Haram violence to seek
shelter there. Humanitarian and securi-
ty sources say several people blew
themselves up in the middle of  a
crowd.

While climate change has reduced
the lake’s surface in recent years, it con-
tains many islands and islets used by
fishermen and its banks have dense
vegetation, which makes infiltrations
by Boko Haram Islamists much easier.
At least 17,000 people have been killed
and more than 2.5 million made home-
less since the Boko Haram insurgency
began. —AFP

Fifty dead as Boko Haram bombard Lake Chad area

TEHRAN: Iran’s parliament gave a
partial nod to a nuclear deal with
world powers yesterday but only
after fiery clashes and allegations
from a top negotiator that a law-
maker had threatened to kill him.
Ali Akbar Salehi, head of Iran’s
Atomic Energy Agency, went on
the attack for the government at
the end of a boisterous debate
where he and other officials were
accused of having capitulated.  

Ultraconservative lawmakers
repeatedly warned of holes in the
text of the agreement and criti-

cized President Hassan Rouhani for
suggesting MPs were deliberately
delaying the deal. Red with anger,
Alireza Zakani, who headed a pan-
el reviewing the accord, known as
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action, for two months, demanded
“fundamental changes” to the text. 

“ This deal ser ves Wendy
Sherman” and not Iran’s interests,
Zakani said, referring to America’s
senior negotiator in talks which
resulted in the agreement in
Vienna on July 14. Hardliners in
Tehran often railed against two

years of diplomacy that led to the
deal. Iran’s government says the
accord will protect the country’s
nuclear program while seeing
sanctions lifted.

Despite yesterday’s disagree-
ments, the outlines of a motion
titled “Iran’s Plan for Reciprocal and
Proper Action in Implementing
JCPOA” were approved by 139 of
253 lawmakers present.  One-hun-
dred lawmakers voted against and
12 abstained. Iran has 290 MPs in
total.  They stopped short of
endorsing the nuclear accord yes-

terday and said specific details of
the text are to be discussed and
voted on Tuesday.

‘Immoral behavior’ 
Members of the US Congress

failed in September to torpedo
the White House’s historic deal
with Iran. Salehi, an atomic scien-
tist by training and a former for-
eign minister, hit out at what he
said was the “immoral” behavior of
some MPs in the way they had
responded to talks and the deal.
Having to raise his voice, Salehi
said: “ Truth might be bitter for
some...  Listen. Listen. Hear me
once and for  al l .  Hear it  from
someone who is going be buried
under cement.”

The latter remark was in refer-
ence to a lawmaker who Salehi
said took a vow to kill him because
the government agreed to remove
and disable the core of a reactor at
Arak, one of Iran’s nuclear sites.
“We negotiated within a frame-
work and principles. Who set that
framework? Me? A minimum and
maximum was set for us,” Salehi
said.

So-called red lines for the talks
were also laid down by Iran’s supreme
leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, and
the Supreme National Security
Council that he oversees. Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, who
led Iran’s diplomacy with the six pow-
ers, attended yesterday’s parliament
session but he did not speak publicly.
State television broadcast only live
audio of the session over stills of the
parliament, citing “opposition from
Majlis authorities”. However, pictures
posted on social media sites showed
the fierce exchanges. —AFP
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partial nod to nuclear deal
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TEHRAN: Iran’s parliament speaker Ali Larijani, (center) speaks with lawmakers in an open ses-
sion of parliament while discussing a bill on Iran’s nuclear deal with world powers. —AP

BEIRUT: Thousands of Lebanese rallied
near the presidential palace yesterday
in a show of support for Christian
politician Michel Aoun, pressing their
demand for him to fill the vacant presi-
dency. Waving the orange flag of
Aoun’s Free Patriotic Movement (FPM),
they packed streets in the Baabda dis-
trict that houses the headquarters of
the presidency vacant for over a year
due to political conflict.

The presidency is set aside for a
Maronite Christian but has been vacant
due to a political crisis stoked by
regional conflicts including the war in
neighboring Syria. The rally was called
to mark events in October 1990, near
the end of the Lebanese civil war, when
the Syrian army captured Baabda. Aoun
- head of one of two rival administra-
tions at the time - was forced out of the
presidential palace and later into exile.

Aoun, an ally of the powerful
Lebanese Shiite group Hezbollah,
would like the presidency, but does
not have the backing of a rival alliance
led by Sunni politician Saad Al-Hariri.
That alliance includes prominent
Christian rivals to Aoun, notably his civ-

il war enemy Samir Geagea, who also
seeks the presidency. Resolving the
deadlock over the presidency has been
complicated by regional rivalry
between Saudi Arabia, which backs
Hariri, and Iran, which backs Hezbollah.
Aoun, arguing that Christians are being
politically marginalized, has said the
president should be elected in a popu-
lar vote if parliament cannot agree.

He has also taken aim at the nation-
al unity government led by Prime
Minister Tammam Salam, saying it has
usurped the powers of the presidency.
FPM ministers have not however quit
the government. Salam’s government,
formed with Saudi-Iranian blessing,
has spared Lebanon a complete vacu-
um in the executive arm but has been
unable to take any major decisions due
to a lack of consensus. Lebanon’s politi-
cal paralysis has fuelled a broader wave
of discontent that has touched off
sometimes violent protests over failing
public services in recent months.
Anger has come to a head this summer
over a crisis over trash disposal, leaving
piles of refuse mounting on Beirut’s
streets.  —Reuters 

Thousands of Lebanese rally 
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TEHRAN: Iran’s judiciary said yesterday that a ver-
dict has been issued in the case of Washington
Post reporter Jason Rezaian, who has been
detained for more than a year on espionage alle-
gations, but did not say what the verdict is. 

“ The verdict has been issued,” judiciary
spokesman Gholam Hossein Mohseni Ejehi said
in response to a question at a weekly news brief-
ing, according to the official IRNA news agency.
It was the first time an Iranian judicial official has
confirmed that a verdict has been reached. Ejehi
said the verdict can be appealed within 20 days.
He said he did not know if the verdict had been
given to Rezaian or his lawyer, Leila Ahsan.

Months in isolation 
Calls to Ahsan and to Rezaian’s wife, Yeganeh

Salehi, were not immediately returned. The
Post’s executive editor, Martin Baron, called the
judiciary official’s statement “vague and puz-
zling” and said it “only adds to the injustice that
has surrounded Jason’s case.” He said the news-
paper has no further information beyond what
was announced. “It is not clear whether this rul-
ing includes a verdict or a sentence - or even
whether its contents have been communicated
to Jason or his lawyer,” Baron said in an emailed
statement.

The Post maintains Rezaian is innocent and,
along with US officials and media rights groups,
has repeatedly pressed for his release. It says he

was held for months in isolation without access
to a lawyer, and later had only limited opportuni-
ty with his legal counsel before his trial began.

“The only thing that has ever been clear about
this case is Jason’s innocence,” Baron said.  “If a
ruling has been issued and is now being
reviewed, this puts on the onus on Iran’s senior
leaders to demonstrate the fairness and justice
that could only lead to Jason’s exoneration and
release.”

Rezaian was detained with his wife, who is
journalist for The National newspaper in the
United Arab Emirates, and two photojournalists
on July 22, 2014. All were later released except
Rezaian. Rezaian, the Post’s Tehran bureau chief
since 2012, has dual Iranian-American nationali-
ty. Iran does not recognize dual nationality for its
citizens.

Rezaian faced charges of espionage in a
closed-door trial that has been widely criticized
by the US government and press freedom
organizations. He reportedly faces up to 20 years
in prison if convicted. His trial was heard in
Revolutionary Court, which typically hears cases
involving national security and other sensitive
issues. The judge in the case, Abolghassem
Salavati, is known for his tough sentences and
has heard other politically charged cases, includ-
ing those of protesters arrested in connection
with demonstrations that followed the 2009
presidential elections. After Rezaian’s last court
hearing on August 10, his lawyer said she
expected a verdict could be issued as early as
the following week. —AP

Iran still silent on reporter’s verdict

TEHRAN: In this photo April 11, 2013 file
photo, Jason Rezaian, an Iranian-American
correspondent for the Washington Post,
smiles as he attends a presidential cam-
paign of President Hassan Rouhani. —AP

SAN FRANCISCO: President
Barack Obama on Saturday
encouraged supporters to be
politically active, saying that he
plans to remain so when his presi-
dency concludes and declared,
“I’m just getting started.”

Obama was in California for four
fundraisers, one in San Francisco
and three in Los Angeles.  NBA star
Stephen Curry and other members
of the Golden State Warriors
warmed up the San Francisco
crowd. Those attending the
Democratic National Committee
fundraiser paid between $250 and
$10,000.

Obama has been using his
fundraising speeches and many
others these days to point to
progress he said the country has
made during the past seven years,
including a drop in the unemploy-
ment rate and the addition of mil-

lions of people to the rolls of those
with health insurance. The presi-
dent told the 1,000-plus people
attending the fundraiser in San
Francisco that Republican candi-
dates seeking to succeed him are
painting a dismal picture for voters.

“There’s almost no measure by
which we’re not better off than
when I took office and when we
started this process for change,” he
said. “But it does kind of make you
wonder. Why are so many
Republican politicians so down on
America? Why are they so
grumpy?” Obama got some of his
loudest applause when making
the case for changes in the
nation’s gun laws, saying the
amount of gun violence taking
place in the US is not normal.

“We know we’ve got to do
something to prevent the kind of
gun massacres that we see with

growing frequency in this coun-
try,” he said. In Los Angeles,
Obama attended his first fundrais-
er at the home of movie director JJ
Abrams. He then went to a
fundraiser for the DNC where
about 200 supporters contributed
up $33,400. 

Gun issue 
Jamie Foxx and his band per-

formed before Obama spoke.
Obama returned to the gun issue
near the close of his remarks at the
DNC fundraiser in Los Angeles. He
noted that he went to Oregon the
day before to visit with families of
those killed at the community col-
lege. Two more college shootings
occurred on the same day. While
some protested during his visit,
Obama said he felt just as strongly
that such shootings are not
inevitable and that the public

should encourage lawmakers to
take on the gun issue.

At times on Saturday Obama
referenced the GOP’s struggles to
find a replacement for House
Speaker John Boehner. He said
during his final Los Angeles
fundraiser, which supporters paid
up to $33,400 to attend, that even
deeply conservative lawmakers
are not considered ideologically
pure enough.

“At this moment in history, the
choices are stark and facts, evi-
dence and values are on our side,”
he side. “And the other side has
gone off the deep end.” The White
House said that Obama called
Turkish President President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan to express his con-
dolences for the twin explosions
Saturday that killed at least 95
people attending a peace rally in
Ankara.  —AP 

Obama wants supporters to stay engaged


