
KANPUR: Experienced off-spinner Harbhajan Singh has been called
into the India team as a backup for the injured Ravichandran Ashwin for
an ongoing one-day series against South Africa.

The Board of Control for Cricket in India says in a statement Sunday
that Ashwin sustained a left-side strain during the first ODI at Kanpur
and that its medical team will confirm the
time frame required for Ashwin to fully
recover from the injury after a
detailed assessment.

Meanwhile, Harbhajan will join
the team before the second ODI
to be played in Indore on
Wednesday. Ashwin could only bowl 4.4
overs yesterday in a game India lost by
five runs. The 35-year-old Harbhajan,
who was part of the squad for a
preceding three-game
Twenty20 series, has taken
263 wickets from 232 ODI
games. —AP
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CHINA: Jeremy Lin scored 16 points off the bench to help the
Charlotte Hornets prevail 106-94 over the Los Angeles Clippers
in the first of two pre-season games in China yesterday.

The first NBA player of Taiwanese descent, Lin was egged
on by the sellout crowd in Shenzhen as the 27-year-old
orchestrated the Hornets’ attack in his first NBA appearance in
China.

“We’re very happy to play the first ever NBA Global Games
in Shenzhen. Thank you for having us, fans,” said Lin, sporting a
stylish hairstyle.

“I think I’ve been able to get a lot of really good shots.
Fluidity and motion, as long as I keep working on it, will get even
better,” he added. Cody Zeller also scored 16 points, one of the
seven Charlotte players to reach double digits in the match.
Clippers point guard Chris Paul missed the match with a finger
injury. J.J. Redick scored 21 of his 23 points in the first half to help
the Clippers erase a 12-point deficit to trail 57-55 at halftime but
the Hornets pulled away again in the third period. The two teams
will meet again in Shanghai on Wednesday.—Reuters

Hornets sting Clippers

SOCHI: Nico Rosberg’s fading Formula One title hopes suffered another massive
blow yesterday when the German retired his Mercedes from the Russian Grand
Prix after leading from pole position.

The German, who had started the race 48 points adrift of double world
champion Lewis Hamilton with 100 points remaining to be won after Sochi, had
complained of a broken throttle pedal.

Hamilton took over the race lead, knowing a ninth victory of the season
would leave the Briton 73 points clear of his team mate and in

line to secure his third crown in Texas in two weeks’ time.
The retirement was also a setback for Mercedes, who

had hoped to wrap up the constructors’ title in Sochi for
the second year in a row and had the ‘2015 world champi-
ons’ T-shirts printed and ready.

Mercedes need to score three points more than Ferrari
to clinch that title, but the Italian team had Sebastian
Vettel  and K imi  R aik konen in third and four th af ter

Rosberg’s retirement. “Your team mate has retired. Let us
focus on this race,” Hamilton, who passed Rosberg on the

sixth lap, was told over the team radio after the German
pulled into the pits and stepped out of the car at the

end of lap seven.—Reuters

Major blow for Rosberg Backup for Ashwin 

Western Conference

Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS

Winnipeg 2 0 0 9 3 4
Nashville 2 0 0 4 1 4
Minnesota 2 0 0 8 6 4
Chicago 2 1 0 9 6 4
Colorado 1 1 0 10 8 2
St. Louis 1 1 0 5 4 2
Dallas 1 1 0 6 6 2

Pacific Division

San Jose 2 0 0 7 1 4
Arizona 2 0 0 6 2 4
Vancouver 1 0 1 7 4 3
Calgary 1 1 0 4 7 2
Anaheim 0 1 0 0 2 0
Edmonton 0 2 0 1 5 0
Los Angeles 0 2 0 2 9 0

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

Detroit 2 0 0 8 3 4

Montreal 2 0 0 7 3 4
Tampa Bay 2 0 0 7 3 4
Ottawa 2 0 0 8 5 4
Florida 1 0 0 7 1 2
Toronto 0 2 1 5 12 1
Buffalo 0 2 0 2 7 0
Boston 0 2 0 4 10 0

Metropolitan Division

NY Rangers 3 0 0 12 6 6
Washington 1 0 0 5 3 2
NY Islanders 0 1 1 3 7 1
Philadelphia 0 1 1 3 10 1
Carolina 0 2 0 4 6 0
Pittsburgh 0 2 0 1 5 0
New Jersey 0 2 0 4 8 0
Columbus 0 2 0 4 9 0
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point
in the standings and are not included in the loss
column (L) 

NHL results/standings

Tampa Bay 4, Buffalo 1; Montreal 4, Boston 2; Ottawa 5, Toronto 4 (SO); Florida 7, Philadelphia 1; NY
Rangers 5, Columbus 2; Washington 5, New Jersey 3; Detroit 4, Carolina 3; Nashville 2, Edmonton 0;
Minnesota 3, St. Louis 2; Chicago 4, NY Islanders 1; Colorado 6, Dallas 3; Calgary 3, Vancouver 2 (OT);
Arizona 2, Pittsburgh 1; San Jose 2, Anaheim 0.

LOS ANGELES: Mets shortstop Ruben Tejada
broke his right leg when a takeout slide by
Chase Utley flipped the shortstop during a four-
run rally in the seventh inning as the Los
Angeles Dodgers beat New York 5-2 Saturday to
even their National League Division Series at one
game apiece.

In the other NL series, the Chicago Cubs held
off the St. Louis Cardinals 6-3 to even their series
at a game apiece. The Dodgers’ Zack Greinke (1-
0) allowed two runs and five hits in seven
innings. He struck out eight and walked none a
night after teammate Clayton Kershaw fanned
11 while losing his fifth straight postseason
game.

Kenley Jansen pitched the ninth for the save,
completing a five-hitter. The play that resulted in
Tejada’s broken leg occurred when the Mets
were leading 2-1 in the seventh inning.

The Dodgers put runners at the corners with
one out against Noah Syndergaard. Bartolo
Colon relieved, and Howie Kendrick hit a
grounder up the middle. Second baseman
Daniel Murphy flipped to Tejada, who took the

throw awkwardly for an apparent force as Utley
slid past the bag and slammed into him, causing
Tejada to flip over as the tying run scored from
third.

The Mets said Tejada sustained a fractured
right fibula. Utley was ruled safe on a video
review, which determined Tejada’s foot missed
the bag. Utley also appeared not to touch the
base.

Adrian Gonzalez followed with a two-run
double off Addison Reed and scored on Justin
Turner’s double. Syndergaard (0-1) gave up three
runs and five hits in 6 1/3 innings for the Mets.
He struck out nine and walked four in following
up Jacob deGrom’s 13-strikeout performance in
winning Game 1.

Game 3 is in New York on Monday, when
Brett Anderson tries to pitch the Dodgers back
into the best-of-five series against the Mets’ Matt
Harvey. In St. Louis, Kyle Hendricks and Addison
Russell had successful squeeze bunts and Jorge
Soler capped a five-run second with a two-run
homer to lead the Cubs.

The usually steady NL Central champion

Cardinals made two errors as the Cubs didn’t hit
the ball out of the infield in scoring their first
three runs in the second.

Playing in his first postseason game, Soler
connected off Jaime Garcia (0-1), who was lifted
because of a stomach ailment after the second
inning. Besides the two-run homer, Soler dou-
bled and walked twice in the Cubs’ first postsea-
son victory since 2003. Chicago had lost seven
straight Division Series games. Dexter Fowler,
Soler and Starlin Castro each had two of
Chicago’s six hits.

The Cardinals homered three times, including
a leadoff long ball by Matt Carpenter.
Consecutive shots by Kolten Wong and pinch-
hitter Randal Grichuk with two outs in the fifth
chased Hendricks one out shy of qualifying for
the victory in his postseason debut.

Travis Wood (1-0) allowed one hit with two
strikeouts in 2 1-3 scoreless innings for the victo-
ry. Hendricks allowed three homers in 4 2-3
innings. Game 3 is in Chicago on Monday, where
the Cubs’ 22-game winner Jake Arrieta faces St.
Louis’ Michael Wacha.—AP

TORONTO: Mike Hoffman had the decisive
goal in the first shootout of the NHL sea-
son, sending the Ottawa Senators to a 5-4
victory over the Toronto Maple Leafs on
Saturday night.

Kyle Turris,  Alex Chiasson, Milan
Michalek and Mark Stone scored in regula-
tion for the Senators, and Craig Anderson
finished with 37 saves. Reigning Norris
Trophy winner Erik Karlsson had three
assists.

The NHL moved to a 3-on-3 overtime for
this season to cut back on shootouts, and
the Senators and Maple Leafs played the
first tiebreaker in the league’s 19th game.
Anderson had seven saves in OT.

Pierre-Alexandre Parenteau scored for
Toronto in the first round of the shootout,
but Tyler Bozak and Joffrey Lupul were
unsuccessful. Bobby Ryan tied it at 1 in the
second round before Hoffman lifted
Ottawa to the win.

Lupul, Bozak, Peter Holland and Daniel
Winnik scored in regulation for Toronto,
which trailed 3-0 early in the second peri-
od. James Reimer made 29 saves.

After the Leafs dominated a scoreless
first period, Turris put the Senators in front
46 seconds into the second. As four Toronto

penalty killers converged on the boards,
Karlsson found a wide-open Turris in the
slot for his third goal of the season in his
400th NHL game.

Ottawa quickly added two more power-
play goals. Chiasson left the penalty box to
score on a breakaway at 3:38 of the second,
and Michalek corralled a rebound of a shot
by Karlsson and beat Reimer in front at
4:56.

With Winnik pressuring, Ottawa
defenseman Patrick Wiercioch turned the
puck over right to Lupul at 7:05, and he
scored the Leafs’ first even-strength goal of
the season.

Bozak trimmed Ottawa’s lead to 3-2
when he made the most of a per fect
stretch pass up the middle from captain
Dion Phaneuf at 14:33 of the second.

After Holland tied it with some nifty
stick work in front on the power play 3:18
into the third, Stone deflected Hoffman’s
shot past Reimer at 8:59 to restore Ottawa’s
lead. But the Leafs weren’t done, with
Winnik scoring at 16:21. Referee Kevin
Pollack waved it off when it first happened,
but the situation room looked at it, asked
for the horn to blow to stop play and ruled
the puck went in. —AP 

ST. LOUIS:  Cardinals’ Jason Heyward is forced out at second base for the second out in the ninth inning of Game 2 in baseball’s National League
Division Series against the Chicago Cubs. —AP

Dodgers defeat Mets 

to even NL series 1-1

Senators down Leafs

Mike Hoffman in action in this file photo.

DALLAS: Tyrone Swoopes threw a touchdown
pass and ran for a score as the University of Texas
upset the No. 10-ranked University of Oklahoma
24-17 in college football on Saturday.

Coach Charlie Strong’s Longhorns (2-4, 1-2 Big
12 Conference) came to Dallas in the midst of the
program’s worst start in 59 years and as two-touch-
down underdog to the Sooners (4-1, 1-1).

It’s been nothing but turmoil and excruciating
losses for the Longhorns so far, but Strong’s
defense harassed Oklahoma quarterback Baker
Mayfield and the offense made just enough plays
for the win.

Jerrod Heard guided the Texas offense with 168
total yards. There were no other surprises in games
involving top-ranked teams. No. 1 Ohio State out-
lasted Maryland 49-28, No. 2 Texas Christian
University edged Kansas State 52-45, No. 3 Baylor
trounced Kansas 66-7, and No. 4 Michigan State
beat Rutgers 31-24. Ohio State’s Cardale Jones
threw two touchdown passes and J.T. Barrett
scored three times as the Buckeyes remained
unbeaten - and mostly underwhelming - with vic-
tory over Maryland. Ezekiel Elliott had two touch-
downs for the Buckeyes (6-0, 2-0 Big Ten
Conference), who were tied 21-21 in the third

quarter before shaking free of the Terrapins and
extending the nation’s longest winning streak to
19. Ohio State has won 26 straight regular-season
conference games.

TCU’s Trevone Boykin threw for 301 yards and
two touchdowns, the second a 55-yard strike to
Josh Doctson with 1:10 left in the game, as the
Horned Frogs rallied from a big halftime deficit to
beat Kansas State. Boykin also ran for 124 yards
and two scores for TCU, which trailed 35-17 at the
break. Aaron Green added 124 yards and two
touchdowns rushing, while Doctson caught eight
passes for 155 yards and two touchdowns.

Baylor’s Seth Russell threw three touchdown
passes and Shock Linwood ran for 135 yards and a
score for the Bears. Russell threw for 246 yards, all
in the first half. Two of the TD strikes went to Corey
Coleman, pushing his nation-leading total to 13,
helping the Bears (5-0, 2-0 Big 12) to a 52-7 half-
time lead. Michigan State freshman LJ Scott scored
on a 3-yard run with 43 seconds to play as the
Spartans won ugly for the second straight week.

Scott, who did not play in the first half, also
scored on a 1-yard run to help the Spartans (6-0, 2-
0 Big Ten) win their 10th straight game. They over-
came an impressive return by suspended Rutgers

senior receiver Leonte Carroo, who caught three
touchdowns. Elsewhere, Devontae Booker ran for a
season-high 222 yards and two touchdowns and
No. 5 Utah forced six turnovers in a 30-24 victory
over No. 23 California. The Utes (5-0, 2-0 Pac-12) are
the lone undefeated team remaining in the Pac-12
Conference. Clemson’s Deshaun Watson threw two
touchdown passes and Wayne Gallman ran for two
scores as the No. 6-ranked Tigers surged past
Georgia Tech 43-24.

In the Southeastern Conference, Brandon
Harris passed for a career-best 228 yards as No. 7
Louisiana State topped South Carolina; Calvin
Ridley caught an 81-yard touchdown pass from
Jake Coker to lead No. 8 Alabama past Arkansas
27-14; Kelvin Taylor ran for 99 yards and two first-
quarter touchdowns to lift No. 11 Florida past
Missouri 21-3; and Chad Kelly threw for 384 yards
and three touchdowns to lead Mississippi over
New Mexico State 52-3.

No. 19-ranked Georgia was not as fortunate,
falling to Tennessee 38-31. Joshua Dobbs threw for
312 yards, ran for 118 more and accounted for five
touchdowns as Tennessee overcame a 21-point
deficit. In other Big 10 Conference games, Jehu
Chesson returned the opening kickoff 96 yards for

a touchdown to lead No. 18 Michigan over
Northwestern 38-0 and Jordan Canzeri ran for 256
yards on a school-record 43 carries as No. 22 Iowa
beat Illinois 29-20. No. 12 Florida State was also a
winner in the Atlantic Coast Conference, getting
222 yards and three TDs from Dalvin Cook in a 29-
24 win over in-state rival Miami.

In the Big 12, backup quarterback J.W. Walsh
scored on a 2-yard run in overtime to lead No. 21
Oklahoma State past West Virginia 33-26.

In other games, No. 15 Notre Dame defeated
Navy 41-24, No. 24 Toledo beat Kent State 38-7,
and No. 25 Boise State triumphed at Colorado
State 41-10. —AP

Texas upset Oklahoma

DALLAS: Texas quarterback Tyrone Swoopes fumbles the ball as he crosses the goal line over
Oklahoma safety Ahmad Thomas in the first half of an NCAA college football game. —AP


