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PAYS blames Kuwait 

Olympic Committee 

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Youth and Sports (PAYS)
held the Kuwait Olympic Committee responsible for not
taking part in the 2nd GCC Games due in the Saudi city of
Dammam next Thursday.  The authority allocated an esti-
mated budget worth about KD 400,292,250 for the Kuwaiti
delegations participating in the games, it said in a press
statement on Sunday, adding that the sum was transferred
to the bank account of the committee by virtue of a letter
sent to the Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) on October 6.  It
said it was astonished at a letter sent by the committee to
the authority on October 8, saying that the committee’s
board of directors decided on September 20 not to take
part in the GCC Games, according to the statement. The
authority added that it was not informed about the deci-
sion, and that the committee asked for increasing the
budget to KD 663,944,750 as a precondition for partaking
in the Gulf event. The authority urged the committee to
bear its responsibility and play its  due role towards
Kuwaiti athletes citizens and to enable them to join the
games and help in the success of this event in order to
meet the aspirations and directives of GCC leaders. 

Oil investments down 
by 21%: OPEC’s Al-Badri 

KUWAIT: Oil investments for producing countries
have declined by 21 percent, OPEC Secretary General
Abdullah Al-Badri stressed yesterday. Al-Badri told the
press, on the fringes of the 2nd Kuwait Oil and Gas
Show and Conference 2015, that there is a clear
decline in the production of oil shale following a fall
of oil prices, noting that the current oil shale produc-
tion reached the level of zero. In the next year, he said,
world oil production will be in the minus, hence, it will
reflect positively on OPEC. Nonetheless, he added
that no one can predict the movement of oil prices.
On a suggestion by the US Congress on exporting US
oil, Al-Badri said that the decision will not affect OPEC
production nor its markets, since oil markets are see-
ing a surplus at the moment. He added that there
should be an agreement to reduce oil surplus in order
to solve the retreat of oil prices. This solution should
be a joint effort by OPEC and non-OPEC countries.
The 2nd Kuwait Oil and Gas Show and Conference
2015 is a three-day exhibition that serves all areas of
the oil and gas industry; including petroleum geo-
sciences, exploration, production, refining and petro-
chemical products and service. 

Kuwait face Lebanon in 
WCup, Asian qualifiers 

KUWAIT: Kuwait national football team will face its
Lebanese counterpart at Kuwait Sporting Club stadium
today, in the sixth round of the double qualifiers for the
World Cup 2018 in Russia and the Asian Cup 2019 in the
UAE. Kuwait, currently in the second place with nine
points, is looking forward to forget the last 0-1 defeat to
South Korea, who currently has 12 points on top of its
group (7th group). Meanwhile, the Lebanese team has six
points in the third place; Laos has one point in the fourth
by goal difference against Myanmar who currently sits in
the fifth place. Both teams have the chance to directly
qualify to the Asian Cup if they win tomorrow or be chosen
as one of the best second place teams to qualify in the
eight groups of 39 teams in the competition. The Kuwaiti
team has won 1-0 against Lebanon in the first round of the
qualifiers last September, while also winning 9-0 against
Myanmar and 2-0 against Laos. Lebanon on the other
hand, won 2-0 against both Myanmar and Laos and lost 0-
3 against South Korea. Teams who achieve the first place in
their groups will qualify along with the best four runner-
ups to the Asian Cup and will directly enter the World Cup
qualifiers. The remaining 24 teams will play another qualifi-
er round to win 11 seat in the Asian Cup while the 12th
seat will go to the UAE, the hosting country. 

Kuwait calls for ‘coordinating’ 
Arab stands on climate change

CAIRO: Kuwait’s Assistant Foreign Minister for Legal
Affairs Ghanim Al-Ghanim stressed Sunday the
importance of coordinating stands among Arab
states on negotiations of UN Treaty on climate
change, and its impacts on different aspects, partic-
ularly economy. Ambassador Al-Ghanim made his
remarks to KUNA on the sidelines of meetings of
Arab negotiation group for the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), which
kicked off earlier in the Egyptian capital. The two-
day meetings are part of preparations for the inter-
national summit on climate change, slated for next
December in Paris, France, Al-Ghanim, who heads
the Kuwaiti delegation at the meetings, noted. A
new legal instrument is expected to be issued dur-
ing the international summit, he said, adding that
the new instrument would include a number of
commitments on countries such as reducing their
carbon dioxide emissions, which are the main cause
for global warming. The Kuwaiti delegation at the
meetings include representatives for the oil min-
istry and Environment Public Authority (EPA). 

Bahrain King declares 
Dec 17 ‘Martyrs Day’

MANAMA: Bahraini King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa said the
17th of December of each year, which coincides with
Accession Day, had been set to be Martyrs Day in recognition
of great men and women who sacrifice their lives for defend-
ing the Kingdom. “It is a source of pride and duty to recall our
honorable martyrs whose names and sacrifices will remain
milestones in the history of Bahrain and in memory of them
we have decided to set the 17th of December of each year,
which coincides with our Accession Day, to be the Martyrs
Day to commemorate and honor our martyrs in recognition
of their sacrifices and redemption for the sake of their country
and Nation,” the King said at inaugural ceremony of the Shura
Council’s second session of the fourth legislative term. He also
announced that he had instructed the ministry of education
to include the sacrifices of national heroes to the schools cur-
ricula. “Out of our appreciation and gratitude to the Bahrain
Defense Force and the National Guard for their military duties
with brotherly and friendly countries abroad since their estab-
lishment and for the humanitarian campaigns of the Interior
Ministry, we have directed to document those tasks and par-
ticipation and teach them to our sons and next generations
within the curricula of the Education Ministry,” he said. 

KUWAIT: The Ambassador of South Africa Mzolisa Bon visited Kuwait
Times and discussed issued of mutual concern with the Editor-in-Chief Abd
Al-Rahman Al-Alyan.

KUWAIT: Kuwait Times Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan yesterday
received the Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China Wang Di in his
office. They discussed issues of mutual concern. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: A number of gastroenterologists
agreed on Sunday that sofosbuvir sub-
stance (commonly known by its brand
names Sovaldi, Hepcinat, EHEP, Resof,
Hepcvir and SoviHep) helped cure up to 95
percent of the hepatitis C virus (HCV )
patients. Kuwait’s Ministry of Health is keen
on providing the world’s latest treatment
regimens in order to ensure the highest
possible cure rates, said Dr Ahmad Al-
Fadhli,  chairman of Haya Al-Habeeb
Gastroenterology Center. He made the
press remarks on the sidelines of a seminar
on HCV which gathered German Dr Peter
Bogisch and Dr Kosh Agarwal - consultant
hepatologist at the Institute of Liver
Studies, King’s College Hospital, London, as

well as a number of noted local physicians.
On his part, Dr Fuad Al-Ali voiced joy for

the breakthrough which has been made in
the treatment of HCV since the sofosbuvir-
based drugs were marketed in 2013. He
noted that he will deliver a lecture on the
Kuwaiti program to eliminate HCV infection
totally and declare the country free of this
serious viral disease. “Twenty-nine out of 32
HCV patients in Kuwait have recovered
completely after receiving sofosbuvir-
based drugs in combination with other
drugs,” Dr Al-Ali said, noting that these regi-
mens are now available in Kuwait.

“The Ministry of Health used other ways
to treat this infection two decades ago but
these ways used to have side effects unlike

the sofosbuvir-based drugs which take
three-month time to produce the desired
result of complete recovery,” he added.
“Though fatal, the HCV infection rarely
shows symptoms and is a silent attacker; it
needs lab tests to be diagnosed. “It was first
discovered in Kuwait in 1992. Some people
had unknowingly got blood transfusion
from HCV-hit donors at that time when the
preventive measures were not as strict as
nowadays,” Dr Al-Ali went on. He highlight-
ed the need to raise public awareness
about the preventive measures, including
the pre-marriage and pre-employment
tests as well as the tests for newly-
employed expatriates in Kuwait.

Meanwhile, Chairperson of Thunayan Al-

Ghanim Gastro Center Dr Hayfaa Askar said
the HCV which could cause cancer lym-
phomas in the liver could be defeated easi-
ly in three-month time through a one-
tablet daily dosage of Sovaldi. Dr Ra’ed Al-
Suwait,  of Al-Jahra Hospital,  said the
Ministry of Health imported a first ship-
ment of the second generation of Sovaldi
which is enough to treat 300 patients. “The
cost of Sovaldi is very high; it amounts to
nearly KD 17,000,” Dr Al-Suwait added. The
Seminar gathered a number of gastroen-
terologists and pharmacists as well as
experts in clinical chemistry and represen-
tatives of the Ministry of Health, the Blood
Bank, the Red Crescent Society and the
Patients Helping Fund Society. —KUNA

Sofosbuvir-based drug very 

effective for HCV treatment 

A breakthrough for hepatitis C patients

KUWAIT: Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) recently honored 77
of its employees for longstanding and dedicated service
to the Bank. Held at the SymphonyStyle Hotel in Salmiya
on 6th October, the dinner and ceremony celebrated the
employees’ loyalty, efforts and unwavering dedication
throughout the years. Each employee honored during the
awards ceremony had completed between 20 and 40
years of service with the Bank, with Abdulamir

Abdulhameed Behbehani and Mohammad Fathi Saleh,
both celebrating 40 years.

Commenting on the long-standing commitment and
value of their contribution to the development of the Bank,
Michel Accad, ABK Chief Executive Officer said: “Today we
are celebrating the efforts and loyalty of some of our most
valuable employees, each with 20 to 40 years of commit-
ment and loyalty to ABK. We are immensely proud of these

individuals and grateful for their dedication. It is an honor
to hand out these awards as we realize that more than half
of the employees receiving awards  have been with ABK
pre-invasion days and  have witnessed so much change
over the years. On behalf of the Chairman, Board of ABK,
and Management, we congratulate them.” Staff members
were given a personalized Memorabilia as well as a gift
from the bank. 

ABK hosts ‘Long Service Event’ to 

thank staff for years of dedication

KUWAIT: EQUATE Petrochemical Company,
Kuwait’s first international joint-venture in
this industry, sponsored the 1st
Responsible Care (RC) Conference 2015 by
the Gulf Petrochemicals & Chemicals
Association (GPCA). EQUATE President &
CEO Mohammad Husain said, “RC is a criti-
cal element for sustainability in our indus-
try and applying its principles is a true
embodiment of EQUATE’s commitment to
the wellbeing and safety of individuals, the
environment and societies as a whole. The
GPCA RC Conference 2015 is an excellent
opportunity to manifest our ‘Partners in
Success’ slogan with stakeholders from
around the globe on RC relevant topics and
other fields of sustainability.”

Husain added, “During 2014, the Gulf
countries’ total Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) exceeded USD 1.6 trillion. Out of that
total, the industrial sector, including chemi-
cals and petrochemicals, had a share of
almost 10%. At the same time, the petro-
chemical and chemical industries represent
the Gulf ’s second main of income after
petroleum. Therefore, the overall sustain-

ability and development of the petrochem-
ical industry, through RC and other funda-
mentals, would have a positive impact on
the future of Gulf countries.”

EQUATE is the first Kuwaiti organization
to receive the certification and accredita-
tion of RC, which is an international volun-
tary initiative of the global chemical indus-
try to address Environment, Health & Safety
(EH&S) at all relevant levels. As part of its
participation in the conference, EQUATE
sponsored a professor and students from
the College of Engineering & Petroleum at
Kuwait University to attend the event and
interact with other delegates. The college is
represented by faculty member from the
Department of Chemical engineering Dr
Abdulwahab Al-Musallam, as well as the
students, Yousef Al-Shamlan and
Mohammad Al-Ajmi. 

EQUATE’s sponsorship of the professor
and the students for this event and other
previous GPCA activities is part of the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
signed with the college during 2008 for
overall partnership and cooperation in

industrial and academic fields. The 1st
GPCA RC Conference 2015, is held in Dubai,
UAE, from October 11-13. Under the theme
“Next steps in the Responsible Care jour-
ney,” the conference gathers top executives
from petrochemical and chemical compa-
nies, as well as government bodies and
other entities to discuss various RC topics.

Established in 1995 as Kuwait’s first
international joint-venture in this industry,
EQUATE Petrochemical Company (EQUATE)
embodies its “Partners in Success” slogan
through the partnership between
Petrochemical Industries Company (PIC),
The Dow Chemical Company (Dow),
Boubyan Petrochemical Company (BPC)
and Qurain Petrochemical Industries
Company (QPIC). Commencing production
in 1997, EQUATE is currently the owner and
single-operator of several fully integrated
world-class petrochemical units, within the
Greater EQUATE joint-venture, that annual-
ly produce over 5 million tons of the high-
est quality grades of Ethylene, Polyethylene
(PE), Ethylene Glycol (EG), Polypropylene
(PP), Styrene Monomer (SM), Paraxylene

(PX), Heavy Aromatics (HA) and Benzene
(BZ). 

The products are marketed throughout
the Middle East, Asia, Africa and Europe.
Alongside with being a leading industrial
organization, EQUATE dedicates its utmost
commitment and care to overall sustain-
ability wherever it operates in cooperation
with public and private bodies, including
employees, the society and customers, in
all relevant fields, such as human develop-
ment, environment, education, health and
public awareness. www.equate.com.

With EQUATE as one of its founding
members, the Gulf Petrochemicals and
Chemicals Association (GPCA) represents
the downstream hydrocarbon industry in
the Arabian Gulf. Established in 2006, the
association voices the common interests of
more than 240 member companies from
the chemical and allied industries, account-
ing for over 95% of chemical output in the
Gulf region. The industry makes up the sec-
ond largest manufacturing sector in the
region, producing up to US$102billion
worth of products a year. www.gpca.org.ae. 

EQUATE sponsors 2015 GPCA Responsible Care Conference


