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HELSINKI: Iraqi asylum seekers rallied in
central Helsinki and signed a petition
yesterday against Finland’s plans to
negotiate a deal with Baghdad that
could lead to their deportation, arguing
that their country should not be consid-
ered safe.

Hundreds of thousands of asylum
seekers from conflict- and poverty-strick-
en parts of the Middle East, Asia and
Africa have streamed into Europe this
year, with even far-northern Finland
becoming the final stop for more than
21,000, mostly from Iraq.

Encouraged by relatively broad
Finnish asylum criteria and an existing
Iraqi community in the Nordic country,
they have taken a long circuitous journey
up through central Europe and Sweden
to reach Finland’s border near the Arctic
Circle.

The government has responded by
suspending decision-making on asylum
claims by Iraqis and Somalis, saying it
might tighten guidelines for granting
people asylum after reassessing the
security situation in both countries.

Helsinki has also begun to negotiate

an accord with Iraq on deportations of
asylum seekers judged not to have had a
genuine fear for their safety or of perse-
cution, but rather to have come more as
economic migrants to better their living
standards.

More than 300 Iraqi asylum seekers
signed a petition to the Finnish govern-
ment criticising its plans, and around 50
rallied in central Helsinki holding up with
signs saying, “Baghdad is not safe, do not
deport Iraqis!”

Saad, a 37-year-old asylum seeker
from Baghdad who did not give his fami-

ly name, said he had left Iraq in 2006
after his brother was killed in sectarian
violence. He said Sweden deported him
back to Iraq in 2010 after Stockholm
signed a deal similar to one Finland is
now seeking. Back in Baghdad, Saad said
the Shi’ite Muslim authorities branded
him a “terrorist” and that he was held in a
camp and beaten, after which he was
denied an apartment and became home-
less because he came from a Sunni
Muslim part of the capital.

“The Iraqi government promised that
we would be safe, but we weren’t ... If I

am deported back to Iraq, I will end up in
prison,” he told a news conference. Large
parts of Iraq have been plagued by sec-
tarian conflict since the 2003 fall of Sunni
dictator Saddam Hussein. Iraq now has a
Shi’ite Muslim-dominated government
that is battling ultra-hardline Sunni
Islamic State militants who control a third
of the country. At least 57 people were
killed last week in car bomb attacks in
Baghdad and other cities. A total of
50,000 asylum seekers are expected to
reach Finland this year, up from just
3,600 in 2014. —Reuters

Iraqi asylum seekers protest against Finland’s deportation move

EAST JERUSALEM: Israeli policemen cover the body of a Palestinian man who was shot by security forces after he carried out a stabbing attack
yesterday, in the east Jerusalem settlement of Pisgat Zeev. Three new stabbings in Jerusalem and a car attack spread more fear among Israelis
as Palestinian unrest showed little sign of slowing after nearly two weeks of violence. — AFP

JERUSALEM: A new stabbing in Jerusalem’s Old
City and a car attack spread more fear among
Israelis yesterday as Palestinian unrest showed lit-
tle sign of ending after nearly two weeks of vio-
lence.  Frustrated Palestinian youths have defied
president Mahmud Abbas as well as an Israeli
security crackdown by rioting in annexed east
Jerusalem and the occupied West Bank, while 16
stabbings having targeted Jews since October 3.
There have been warnings of the risk of a full-
scale Palestinian uprising, or third intifada.

In the latest stabbing, an Arab man attacked
a policeman with a knife at an entrance to
Jerusalem’s Old City and was shot dead by secu-
rity forces.  The police officer’s protective vest
stopped the knife and he was unharmed. 

The attacker was shot dead by other officers.
Police identified the attacker as an Arab without
saying whether he was Palestinian or Arab
Israeli. The incident occurred at the Old City’s
Lions Gate.  On Sunday night, four Jews were
attacked near a kibbutz in northern Israel by an
Arab Israeli who rammed them with his car and
then lunged at them with a knife.

The Israeli army said that two soldiers were
hit by the car, with one of them seriously injured,
and two civilians were stabbed.  Stabbing
attacks have killed two Israelis and wounded
around 20.  The violence began on October 1,
when an alleged Hamas cell shot dead a Jewish

settler couple in the West Bank in front of their
children.  I t  followed repeated clashes at
Jerusalem’s flashpoint Al-Aqsa mosque com-
pound in September between Israeli security
forces and Palestinian youths.  The unrest has
spread to the Gaza Strip, hit by three wars with
Israel since 2008. Clashes along the border left
nine Palestinians dead from Israeli fire on Friday
and Saturday.

On Sunday, an Israeli air strike in retaliation
for two rockets fired at Israel demolished a
house in northern Gaza, killing a woman and her
two-year-old daughter. Israel said the air strike
targeted two arms workshops of Hamas, the
Islamist movement that rules the Gaza Strip.

More than 1,000 wounded    
Palestinian frustration has mounted with

efforts towards statehood at a standstill and
Israel’s occupation continuing, and a recent
opinion poll found a majority favour a return to
armed uprising in the absence of peace talks.
“The current outburst is taking place because
the (Palestinian Authority’s) restraining mecha-
nisms have eroded, and now the violence is
eroding what’s left of them,” said an analysis in
Israeli newspaper Haaretz.  Rioting has seen
Palestinians throwing stones and firebombs at
Israeli forces, who have responded with live fire,
rubber bullets, tear gas and stun grenades.

The Red Crescent said Sunday that 1,021
Palestinians have been wounded by live fire and
rubber bullets since October 3. Several others
have been shot dead.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
has ordered the emergency call-up of 16 reserve
border police units to reinforce officers in east
Jerusalem and throughout Israel.

But while Netanyahu and Abbas have sought
to avoid an escalation, frustrated Palestinian
youths have defied efforts to restore calm.  On
Sunday, the Israeli cabinet approved a four-year
minimum prison term for those convicted of
throwing stones at moving vehicles.  An Israeli
security official, in a cabinet briefing on Sunday,
charged that senior members of the Palestinian
Authority and Abbas’s Fatah party were inciting
violence.

Meanwhile Arab Israelis held demonstrations
across northern Israel on Sunday, blocking roads
and burning tyres. Police said the protests were
“contained” and did not report any arrests. Early
on Sunday, an explosion seriously wounded a
Palestinian woman and lightly injured an Israeli
policeman at a West Bank checkpoint near the
Jewish settlement of Maale Adumim.

After a policeman told 31-year-old Israa
Jaabis to stop, she shouted  “Allahu Akbar” (God
is greatest) and blew up a gas cylinder in her car,
security forces said. — AFP

Jerusalem stabbing 
spreads more fear

Attacker shot dead by other officers

CAIRO/BEIRUT: Islamic State leader Abu Bakr
al-Baghdadi, one of the world’s most wanted
men, is counting on veteran jihadis and for-
mer Iraqi army officers who form the core of
the militant movement to take over if he is
killed.

New questions arose over Islamic State’s
leadership structure and who might succeed
Baghdadi after Iraq’s military said on Sunday
air strikes had hit a convoy carrying him,
though Iraqi security officials later denied
this.

Baghdadi, who rarely appears in public
and delivers few audio speeches, makes the
vast majority of decisions, including which of
the group’s enemies should be killed.  His
approval is needed even for decisions taken
by the five-member Shura Council, which
runs Islamic State and will elect a new a new
leader if Baghdadi is killed, and he rules over
a decentralised network of emirs in the field
who run the everyday activities of the
caliphate he has declared.  Baghdadi does,
however, lean on a small circle of senior
Islamic State aides such as Abu Mohammad
al-Adnani, the group’s official spokesman, as
he pursues a mission which his fighters
describe as “part of God’s path to create a
strong Islamic State that will rule the world.”

Born in 1977 in Idlib, Syria, Adnani has
delivered Islamic State’s main messages,
including its declaration of a caliphate, which
was distributed in five languages.  The most
important operatives include Abu Muslim al-
Turkmani, a former general and military intel-
ligence officer under Saddam Hussein who
can provide Islamic State fighters with train-
ing and direction.

Baghdadi is also said by followers to rely
heavily on Abu Omar al-Shishani, a senior
commander in Syria. Born in 1986 in Georgia,
which was then still part of the Soviet Union,
he has a reputation as a great military mind
and has long been at Baghdadi’s side.

RUTHLESS AND SECRETIVE
Sunday’s air strike was at least the third

attack on Baghdadi’s entourage.
Despite his power - and a $10 million U.S.

reward for information leading to his capture
- little is known about a man who for his own
survival has shunned the spotlight.  But it is
clear he will go to all lengths to achieve his
goals, as evidenced in Islamic State videos
depicting the violent deaths of those who
stand in its way.  Opponents have been

beheaded, shot dead, blown up with fuses
attached to their necks and drowned in cages
lowered into swimming pools, with underwa-
ter cameras capturing their agony.  According
to the U.S. reward notice, which depicts a
round-faced, brown-eyed man with closely
cropped beard and short dark hair, Baghdadi
was born in the Iraqi town of Samarra in 1971.

The United States, which is bombing
Islamic State targets in Iraq and Syria, first
came across Baghdadi in Iraq in 2004 when it
detained him at the Camp Bucca. He was later
released.  A follower of al Qaeda during the
early years of the US occupation, he later
branched out on his own, helping establish
Islamic State.

When he seized tracts of Iraq and Syria
and declared a so-called caliphate he hopes
will span the Muslim world, he drew militants
from around the globe to Islamic State, creat-
ing a diverse pool of fighters eager to rise up
the jihadist ladder.  Baghdadi and his aides
have thrown an already fractured Middle East
deeper into turmoil and delivered a shock to
global security on a scale not seen since the
heyday of al Qaeda.  Baghdadi’s followers’
killings of Shi’ites on the Arabian Peninsula
deepened divisions in the Muslim world and
their brutality helped spur Russian military
involvement in the region and worsen the
most severe refugee crisis since World War
Two.  Baghdadi has exploited conflict in Syria
and Iraq to topple al Qaeda from its primacy
in trans-national militancy, a huge loss of
prestige for a group whose hijacked plane
attacks killed nearly 3,000 people in New
York’s World Trade Center, Washington and
Pennsylvania.

The recruiting drum he beat was loud and
clear: summoning followers to a pitiless jihad
against Shi’ite heretics, Christian crusaders,
Jewish infidels, and Kurdish atheists. He
berated Arab despots for defiling the honor
of Sunni Islam.

FAR-REACHING AMBITIONS
Islamic State became the first militant

group to defeat an army when it swept
through northern Iraq last year.  “Islam was
never for a day the religion of peace; Islam is
the religion of war,” he said in a speech
released on May 14.  This year he set his sights
on Saudi Arabia, birthplace of Islam, and his
group launched an online magazine for Turks,
who volunteered for his jihad in hundreds if
not thousands. —Reuters

IS can draw on veteran jihadists,
ex-army officers for leadership

CAIRO: This combination of Jan. 6, 2011 file images shows Gamal Mubarak, left, and
Alaa Mubarak, right, attending a Christmas Eve Mass at the Coptic cathedral in Cairo,
Egypt. An Egyptian court yesterday, has ordered the release of the sons of deposed
autocrat Hosni Mubarak, Gamal, Mubarak’s one-time heir apparent, and his brother
Alaa, a wealthy businessman, after time served on a corruption conviction. Their
father remains held in a military hospital. —AP

Egypt court orders Mubarak’s 
sons freed in graft case

CAIRO: An Egyptian court yesterday
ordered the release of ousted president
Hosni Mubarak’s two sons who were sen-
tenced to three years in jail for corruption, a
judicial official and their lawyer said.  The
court ordered Alaa and Gamal Mubarak to
be released after having taken into account
time served since their arrest in 2011, the
judicial official and defence lawyer Farid al-
Deeb said. “Yes, the court has ordered their
release,” Deeb told AFP.  He insisted that
both men have served their time in prison
and should be allowed to go free.

A security official said the brothers
could be freed as early as “today (Monday)
or tomorrow”, depending on how quickly
their release is processed.  Mubarak and his
two sons were all arrested in 2011, months
after the former strongman was toppled in
a popular 18-day uprising after three
decades in power.  In May, a court sen-
tenced the trio to three years in prison each
for having embezzled 125 million Egyptian
pounds ($16 million) from funds meant for
the maintenance of presidential palaces.

They were fined that same amount plus
an extra 21 million pounds.  In January,
Alaa and Gamal were released briefly after
their pre-trial detention period expired, but

they were arrested in May after the verdict
was pronounced. Their release is likely to
present a dilemma for President Abdel
Fattah al-Sisi, a former army chief whom
opponents accuse of reviving Mubarak-era
autocratic practices.

Sisi took power after ousting the coun-
try’s first post-revolution leader in 2013 —
Islamist president Mohamed Morsi-and
won a landslide victory in last year’s presi-
dential election.

Sisi, who has unleashed a deadly crack-
down on Morsi supporters, has faced accu-
sations of being even more authoritarian
than Mubarak.  Mubarak, who turned 87 in
May, is being held in a military hospital in
Cairo and faces a retrial for alleged com-
plicity in the murder during the 2011 upris-
ing of hundreds of protesters demanding
his ouster.  His sons still face a separate trial
for alleged stock market manipulation.
Following Mubarak’s ouster, many former
regime figures were arrested and tried,
including on charges of corruption, but
most have been acquitted.

Hundreds of Morsi supporters have
meanwhile been sentenced to death in
mass and speedy trials that have triggered
international condemnation. — AFP

DUBAI/WASHINGTON: A court in Iran has convicted
Washington Post reporter Jason Rezaian, Iran’s ISNA
news agency said on Sunday, but the US newspaper
said Tehran was working a political angle by not dis-
closing details.  ISNA quoted judiciary spokesman
Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei as saying the California-
born Rezaian, the paper’s Tehran bureau chief, had 20
days to appeal the verdict. Rezaian was arrested in
July 2014. He was accused of espionage.  “He has
been convicted. ... But I don’t have the details of his
verdict,” the news agency quoted Ejei as saying.  The
case has been a sensitive issue for Washington and
Iran, and Sunday’s announcement did little to
resolve it.   State Department spokesman John Kirby
said the United States was monitoring the case
closely. “We continue to call for all charges against
Jason to be dropped and for him to be immediately
released,” Kirby said earlier.  Iran has accused
Rezaian, 39, of collecting confidential information
and giving it to hostile governments, writing a letter
to US President Barack Obama and acting against
national security. The Post has dismissed the charges
as absurd.  The final hearing in his trial was on Aug.
10.  Earlier, Ejei told a televised news conference that
a ruling had been issued but did not say that
Rezaian was convicted.

‘VAGUE AND PUZZLING’
Washington Post Executive Editor Martin Baron

said that that statement from Tehran was “vague and
puzzling,” and Post foreign editor Douglas Jehl said
the vague nature of that announcement showed
Rezaian’s case was not just about espionage but that
the reporter was a bargaining chip in a “larger game.”
“It’s increasingly clear that the final decision about
how Jason’s case will be handled will be made by
political authorities, not by judicial ones,” Jehl told
Reuters.  Rezaian’s brother Ali had noted on Friday

that his brother had been imprisoned for 444 days -
the same length of time that American embassy staff
were held after the 1979 seizure of the US Embassy in
Tehran.

In a statement, he said Sunday’s initial announce-
ment “follows an unconscionable pattern by Iranian
authorities of silence, obfuscation, delay and a total
lack of adherence to international law, as well as
Iranian law.” Iranian parliament speaker Ali Larijani
hinted last month at the possibility that Rezaian could
be freed in exchange for Iranian prisoners in the

United States, but officials have played down the pos-
sibility of such a swap.  Two other US citizens -
Christian pastor Saeed Abedini and Amir Hekmati, a
former US Marine Corps sergeant - also are being
held in Iran. Robert Levinson, a private investigator,
disappeared there in 2007.

Their cases have been raised in subsequent talks,
including between Iranian Foreign Minister Javad
Zarif and US Secretary of State John Kerry when they
met during the U.N. General Assembly in New York
last month. No progress was announced. — Reuters

Iranian-American journalist convicted

LOUEIZEH: Daughters of senior Hezbollah commander Hassan Hussein al-Haj, who was killed last
week in Syria, mourn as they hold pictures of their father during his funeral procession in the
southern Lebanese village of Loueizeh, Lebanon, yesterday. Local media said al-Haj was killed in
the northwestern province of Idlib where Syrian government forces and Hezbollah fighters have
launched an offensive against insurgents under the cover of Russian airstrikes.— AP


