
BRUSSELS: Vincent Kompany has been declared fit and is expected to
return from injury to play for Belgium in their last Euro 2016 qualifier today
despite the reservation of his club manager.

“Vincent Kompany has participated fully in training and without any
problems. I expect that he will be ready for the match against Israel,” coach
Marc Wilmots told reporters on Sunday. “He has worked hard in training and
knows his own body well.”

Kompany’s call-up for the two qualifiers against Andorra, which Belgium
won 4-1 on Saturday, and Israel in Brussels today were criti-
cised by Manchester City.

City manager Manuel Pellegrini said the 29-year-old was
not yet fit enough to play after a calf injury kept him out of
the club’s last five outings since the home loss to Juventus in
the Champions League on Sept. 15. “I’ve not been in contact
with Man City myself but the club are kept up to date with
developments. I think it will be good for Man City if
Kompany gets some match time,” added Wilmots.
Belgium have already qualified for the Euro 2016
finals but can rise to number one in the next FIFA
rankings if they beat Israel in what is expected to
be a festival atmosphere in Brussels. —Reuters
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HONG KONG: Spanish world number four Garbine Muguruza
has withdrawn from this week’s Hong Kong Open due to a lin-
gering ankle injury, organisers said yesterday.

Muguruza, who turned 22 last week, claimed the biggest title
of her fledgling career by beating Switzerland’s Timea Bacsinszky
7-5 6-4 on Sunday to win the China Open, rising to fourth in the
rankings, a point behind third-placed Russian Maria Sharapova.

“Muguruza suffered a left ankle injury while playing in the
Wuhan Open at the beginning of October,” Hong Kong organis-
ers said on the tournament website (www.hktennisopen.hk).

“The Spaniard ... will now rest the injury ahead of a likely
appearance at the season-ending WTA Finals beginning on Oct.
25,” they added.

Muguruza’s run to the final in Wuhan, where she lost to Venus
Williams, and her success in Beijing meant she reached finals in
back-to-back weeks for the first time.

Her withdrawal in Hong Kong follows those of Belarussian
Victoria Azarenka, Eugenie Bouchard of Canada and Germany’s
Sabine Lisicki, who are also injured.—Reuters

Muguruza pulls out from HK
AMSTERDAM: Netherlands coach Danny Blind is clinging to the hope that Turkey
will lose at home today and offer the Dutch a backdoor route to possible Euro
2016 qualification.

The Netherlands, third at the World Cup last year, can only make next month’s
playoffs if Turkey lose at home to Group A leaders Iceland on Tuesday while they
beat the second-placed Czech Republic at home in Amsterdam in their final

match. With Iceland and the Czechs guaranteed the top two places -
and automatic qualification for the finals in France — Turkey and

the Dutch are battling for third spot and a playoff berth.
Turkey are third with 15 points and have a two-point lead

over the Netherlands, who can only finish above them if they
win and the Turks lose because the Dutch have a worse head-
to-head record and would miss out if the teams were level on
points.

“We have to win and we are focused on that and then hope
the other match result works out for us,” said Blind at yesterday’s

pre-match news conference.
The Dutch had hoped they would leapfrog Turkey on Saturday

when they beat Kazakhstan 2-1 away but the Turks
secured a surprise 2-0 win over the Czechs in Prague

the same night.—Reuters

Blind hopes for escape Kompany fit to play qualifier

CARDIFF: Players in a scrum during the Rugby World Cup Pool D match between France and Ireland at the Millennium Stadium. —AP

LONDON: Ireland beat France 24-9 in a brutal
Cardiff encounter to earn a quarter-final meeting
with Argentina, leaving the well-beaten French the
daunting prospect of facing New Zealand as the
Rugby World Cup’s pool phase came to a close on
Sunday. In the most eagerly-awaited match outside
of Pool A, Ireland overcame their Six Nations rivals
for the first time in four World Cup meetings. But
the win came at a heavy cost, with the flyhalf
Johnny Sexton and captain Paul O’Connell in dan-
ger of missing the rest of the tournament.

Ireland have never previously reached the semi-
finals but have given themselves every chance this
time, while France will have to repeat their stun-
ning 2007 quarter-final win over the All Blacks in a
game that is also a re-run of the 2011 final.

It will not be plain-sailing for the Irish, however.
Argentina warmed up nicely with a nine-try, 64-19
thrashing of Namibia and look a considerably more
dangerous attacking side than the toothless
French. Earlier on Sunday Italy ended their under-

whelming involvement with a 32-22 win over a
spirited Romania to secure third spot in Pool D and
automatic qualification for 2019.

The hosts of that tournament, Japan, signed off
from their best-ever World Cup with a 28-18 victory
over the United States, becoming the first team to
win three pool games and not progress-having
only ever won one match in all their previous World
Cups. The game of the day, however, was in Cardiff.
France and Ireland had both cruised through their
first three pool games with an eye on Sunday’s
finale and the Millennium Stadium produced an
atmosphere worthy of the occasion.

Ireland fans were in the majority but their faith
was severely tested by early injuries to Sexton and
O’Connell, with the latter likely to be forced into
retirement from international rugby three weeks
earlier than planned after 109 Ireland appearances
and seven for the British and Irish Lions.

The squad’s strength in depth was illustrated,
however, by the way they took the problems in

their stride to lead 9-6 at the break.
They then strangled the life out of a disappoint-

ing France in the second half and underlined their
dominance with tries from Rob Kearney and Conor
Murray. “I’m incredibly proud of the performance,”
Ireland coach Joe Schmidt said. “It was a battle that
was attritional but a battle that showed a fair bit of
character in the side.”

Argentina’s final outing in the pool phase was a
considerably less taxing affair and nine different
Pumas players scored a try. Juan Martin Hernandez,
playing at flyhalf, Matias Moroni, Horacio Agulla,
Facundo Isa and Lucas Noguera helped them to a
36-7 halftime lead, with Matias Alemanno,
Leonardo Senatore, Julian Montoya and Tomas
Cubelli joining in after the break as the Pumas
turned on the style against the tiring Africans.

Namibia, as they have all tournament, showed
real grit and were rewarded with tries for Johan
Tromp, JC Greyling and Eugene Jantjies.

UPLIFTING MOMENT
The largely amateur team also provided one of

the uplifting moments of the tournament when
giant prop Johnny Redelinghuys was given the
chance to convert Jantjies’ last-minute try to mark
his 50th and final international.

After lumbering up, his kick dropped short and
wide but produced smiles and handshakes all
round and earned the loudest cheer of the day
from the Leicester crowd.

It is easy to forget how dire Japan’s record was
before this year, with their only win in seven previ-
ous tournaments coming against Zimbabwe in
1991 and an unwanted World Cup record to their
name when New Zealand hammered them 145-17
in 1995. However, after shocking South Africa in
their opening game and then beating Samoa, they
played with confidence and panache to beat the
United States in Gloucester but finished behind
Scotland, who gathered two bonus points and also
beat Japan. Loose forward Amanaki Mafi and

wingers Yoshikazu Fujita and Kotaro Matsushima
scored tries for Japan, with fullback Chris Wyles and
winger Takudzwa Ngwenya replying for the
Americans, who depart having lost all four games.

Italy, still the only Tier One country never to
reach the quarter-finals, looked set for a convincing
win when tries by Leonardo Sarto, Edoardo Gori,
Tommaso Allan and Alessandro Zanni had them in
control at 29-3. But Romania, who came from 15-0
down to beat Canada on Tuesday, again hit back
with two tries for Adrian Apostol and one for
Valentin Poparlan in a rousing final 15 minutes.
There was bad news for Wales after their defeat by
Australia on Saturday as back Liam Williams
became the latest to join their long injury list and
has been ruled out of the rest of the tournament
with a foot injury. Wales face South Africa in the
quarter-finals while Australia will take on Scotland,
both games at Twickenham next weekend.  The
other two quarter-finals will be at the Millennium
Stadium.—Reuters

Ireland top group but at a heavy cost

CONCORD: Joey Logano has been to
victory lane four times this season, and
all four trips required him to beat reign-
ing Sprint Cup champion Kevin
Harvick.

The latest win, Sunday at Charlotte
Motor Speedway, was a critical and
confidence-building victory. He again
shrugged off Harvick to earn an auto-
matic berth into the third round of the
Chase for the Sprint Cup champi-
onship. Harvick, who has 11 second-
place finishes this season, has been
runner-up to Logano three times.
Harvick finished third in Logano’s win
at Watkins Glen, where Harvick ran out
of gas while leading on the last lap.

“When you can beat (Harvick) any
day, any time, that’s a big deal for us,”
team owner Roger Penske said. “I think
that it was good that we could at least
be on a level playing field with him
today.” Harvick led 581 laps in the
opening round of the Chase and rout-
ed the field last week at Dover to
advance into the second round. But he
never made it to the front at Charlotte,
the opening race of the second round
of NASCAR’s playoffs, as Logano led
227 of the 334 laps.

Now Logano, who made it to the
finale last season, doesn’t have to wor-
ry about this daunting second round of
the Chase. The series races next week
at Kansas and then four drivers will be
eliminated Oct. 25 at Talladega. “It
helps us sleep here the next couple of
weeks,” Logano said. “This helps us
recharge our batteries and get ready
for the next round.”

He feels good right now, but isn’t
crowing about his head-to-head suc-
cess this season with Harvick. “I think
there’s a lot of fast race cars out there

right now,” Logano said. “Last week,
obviously, (Harvick) was dominant. This
week we had a really fast car.  Next
week, who knows?  You can’t rely on
anything.” Harvick, who didn’t lead a
lap of a race that was scheduled for
Saturday night but pushed to Sunday
afternoon because of rain, was satisfied
with second after struggling all week-
end.

“If those are the off days, we’ll be
just fine,” Harvick said. Martin Truex Jr.
finished third - his career-best eighth
top-five of the season - but wasn’t
breathing any easier about his Chase
hopes. “Logano is the only one who is
going to sleep the next few weeks,”
Truex said. “We still think we need to
win next week.” The top six finishers
were Chase drivers as Denny Hamlin
finished fourth and was followed by
Kurt Busch and Carl Edwards.

Austin Dillon, who is not racing for
the title, was seventh. Jeff Gordon,
making the final start of his career at
Charlotte, struggled for the first half of
the race but salvaged an eighth-place
finish. Logano teammate Brad
Keselowski staved off a loose wheel
over the closing laps as Chase drivers
took eight of the top nine spots.

It was a far more difficult day for
JGR drivers Matt Kenseth and Kyle
Busch, who started side-by-side on the
front row. Kenseth’s race began to
unravel when he missed his pit stall
and fell back to 20th on a restart. From
there, racing in traffic, he had contact
with Ryan Newman that sent him into
the wall. It was the first of many brush-
es with the wall for Kenseth, who also
had to serve a penalty for too many
crewmen working on his car during
one of his stops for repairs. He was

finally put out of his misery when a
broken part sent him into the wall -
again - and to the garage. He finished
42nd and dropped to last in the Chase
field. “Everything kind of snowballed,”
said the pole-sitter. “This is the best I
can do. It’s amazing I have a job. One
thing led to another and then another.”
Things weren’t much better for team-
mate Busch, who started second and
was one of the strongest cars for most
of the race.

But running third when a caution
forced teams to choose a pit strategy,
he headed to pit road, then changed
his mind at the very last second. Only
problem? Kyle Larson, running second,
decided at that moment he wanted to
duck onto pit road.

The two cars collided and both
dropped to the middle of the pack dur-

ing their respective repairs. “I’m sure it
doesn’t matter, but please apologize as
much as you can,” radioed Larson, who
is not running for the championship.

Busch finished 20th and he and
Kenseth are now in the bottom four of
the Chase standings. “It’s tough, and
we’re going to have to battle through
with what we’ve got right now,” said
Busch, who was eliminated in the sec-
ond round last year because he was
wrecked at Talladega in the elimination
race. Hendrick Motorsports could com-
miserate with the Gibbs issues. Kasey
Kahne, who ran in a 5k Sunday morn-
ing for his foundation, suffered two
early tire issues that sent him to the
garage just 58 laps into the race. Then
contact between Carl Edwards and
Dale Earnhardt Jr. sent Earnhardt into
the wall. —AP

Fever force Game 5
INDIANAPOLIS: Shenise Johnson scored 15
points and Marissa Coleman added 14 to help
the Indiana Fever beat the Minnesota Lynx 75-
69 on Sunday night, forcing a decisive Game 5
in the WNBA Finals.

As they’ve done all playoffs, the Fever found
a way to stave off elimination. Indiana is 5-0 in
elimination games this postseason and 9-2
since the 2012 playoffs when it beat Minnesota
for its lone title. Game 5 is tomorrow in
Minnesota.

Trailing 38-36 early in the third quarter,
Indiana took control with a 13-2 run. Johnson
scored the final four points of the burst.

Indiana led 51-44 before Coleman scored
five straight, including a 3-pointer that gave the
Fever the biggest lead of the series for either
team at 58-44. That was the Fever’s only basket
in a nine-minute stretch. Indiana had just one
basket in the final quarter allowing Minnesota
to rally within four behind Maya Moore, but the
Lynx could get no closer. —AP

INDIANAPOLIS: Indiana Fever’s Briann January (center) heads to the basket as
Minnesota Lynx’s Seimone Augustus (left) and Anna Cruz (right) watch in the first
half of Game 4 of the WNBA Finals basketball series. —AP

Logano races into 3rd round of playoffs

CONCORD: Joey Logano celebrates in Victory Lane after winning the
NASCAR Sprint Cup series auto race at Charlotte Motor Speedway. —AP


