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ABU DHABI: Adrian Newey has accused
Red Bull’s rivals of being afraid to supply
them with engines for 2016 and warned
there was a real risk of the four times
world champions walking away from
Formula One. “We’re possibly going to be
forced out of Formula One-Mercedes and
Ferrari have refused to supply us out of
fear,” Newey, the sport’s most successful
designer, told Reuters in Abu Dhabi yes-
terday. 

The Briton, whose cars have won 10
constructors’ titles, also criticised the gov-
erning International Automobile
Federation (FIA) for allowing Ferrari and
Mercedes to establish a de facto duopoly.
Red Bull, using Newey-designed cars,
won four successive constructor and driv-
er titles with Sebastian Vettel and Renault
engines in 2010-13.

Renault have struggled to be competi-

tive in the new V6 turbo hybrid era that
came in last year, however, while
Mercedes have been dominant and
clinched a second straight constructors’
crown in Russia on Sunday. Red Bull are
currently fourth.

“Unfortunately, our relationship with
Renault is pretty terminal-there’s been
too much of a marriage breakdown, so
we have no engine,” said Newey, who was
in Abu Dhabi as head judge for the
Nissan PlayStation GT Academy.
“Improvement is needed, but there has
been no clear direction on how to
achieve that,” he said, adding Renault had
rebuffed Red Bull’s attempts to help
improve the engine and also bring in out-
side expert help. “Red Bull should not be
put in a position where they’re only there
to make up the numbers.”

Red Bull’s engine predicament has

become the talk of the Formula One pad-
dock, with the energy drink company
owning two of the 10 teams but poten-
tially having no power units after this sea-
son.

While sister team Toro Rosso are confi-
dent they can do a deal with Ferrari to run
2015 engines next year, if the regulations
allow them to, Red Bull appear to be far
from any agreement despite the sport’s
commercial supremo Bernie Ecclestone’s
assurances that the supply was ‘sorted’.

Mercedes have ruled out a deal while
Ferrari have indicated they would strug-
gle to supply Red Bull with the same
engines as their works team.

“You can understand the position with
both Ferrari and Mercedes. If they hap-
pen to give Red Bull the same sort of
engine that they have, they will show up
the people that are supplying the

engines,” Ecclestone told the BBC at the
weekend.

“I don’t want them to stop. I honestly
think any of the engine suppliers would
be OK for them.” Newey said Red Bull
would not be able to compete next year
unless the situation was resolved quickly,
with 700 jobs at stake at the Milton
Keynes factory.

He said a decision was needed “well
before” year-end “because design and
manufacturing lead times are such that
you need to know what you’re putting in”
the car.

The Briton, who has also designed
winning cars for Williams and McLaren
over the years, said  Mercedes and Ferrari
had reneged on promises to provide Red
Bull with engines because “they became
concerned we would beat them with
their own engine”.

McLaren could also veto Red Bull
using the much-maligned Honda engine,
he added. Newey said Mercedes, who are
already committed to four teams includ-
ing their own, were able to control
Formula One with Ferrari because of the
FIA’s refusal to step in.

“Within the regulations, the engines
can be balanced somewhat so that there’s
less of a performance disparity then there
is at the moment, but the FIA has been
unwilling to do this,” he said. “We need to
get back to the position where all teams
have access to an engine which is there or
thereabouts-if it’s a couple of percent
behind then okay, but when it’s 10 per-
cent behind it’s too big a gap,” added
Newey. “As an engineer, I’d liked to see
more flexibility in the chassis regulations
so that teams can find benefit through
ingenuity and creativity.”—Reuters

Red Bull may quit F1, says designer Newey

SOCHI: Nico Rosberg vowed to bounce back
and win the next race in Texas but in his heart he
knows his Formula One title hopes are over for
another year after retiring from Sunday’s Russian
Grand Prix. With Mercedes team mate Lewis
Hamilton taking his ninth win of the season, the
German is now 73 points behind the Briton with
four races-a maximum of 100 points-still to
come.

As Mercedes non-executive chairman Niki
Lauda said after the race at Sochi’s Olympic Park
circuit, Rosberg has only a mathematical chance.

“He could have won the race today so if you
lose 25 points then it’s difficult,” the Austrian told
Reuters when asked whether he saw any way
back for the German.

“Mathematically yes, but then Lewis has to
retire now and go home. He will not.” Rosberg
had started on pole position and kept Hamilton
behind him but his hopes of a victory evaporat-
ed early on when his car developed a throttle
problem that forced him back to the pits and
retirement after seven laps. “It is tough. It really is
tough,” he told reporters.

“Coming here, really having an awesome
weekend with qualifying, race start, first corner,
everything really going to plan and then to lose
it in such a way is very tough.”

The retirement was Rosberg’s second in four
races and allowed Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel to
overtake him for second place overall. The four-
times champion is now 66 points behind
Hamilton. Hamilton need only score two points
more than Rosberg at the next race in Austin,
and nine more than Vettel, to win his third cham-
pionship. A Mercedes one-two, with Rosberg

second as was the case in Austin last year, would
do it. Despite the odds, Rosberg said he would
be fighting right to the bitter end. “Bouncing
back is never a problem for me,” he said. “That’s
always worked out. I just come back, I forget the
last week and learn from it.

“You just have to be realistic now, it’s a lot of

points. It does not change my approach. We are
still pushing to the maximum, I am committed
and going for it mentally.

“It’s disappointing of course because I was
looking to close the gap today but anyways I will
go to the next race and I want to win there. That
is the goal at the moment.”—Reuters

Rosberg curses bad luck 
as title hopes slip away

Mercedes driver Nico Rosberg of Germany waves to spectators in this file photo.

HOUSTON: Kansas City Royals’ Lorenzo Cain (6) hits a home run as Houston Astros catcher Jason Castro (left) reaches for the pitch during the
fourth inning in Game 3 of baseball’s American League Division Series. —AP

HOUSTON: Dallas Keuchel’s perfect
performance in Houston this year has
the upstart Astros one win away from
the American League Championship
Series. Keuchel remained undefeated at
Minute Maid Park with seven gutsy
innings and Chris Carter homered
Sunday, leading the Astros to a 4-2 win
over the Kansas City Royals to take a 2-1
lead in their Division Series. 

In Arlington, Texas, Troy Tulowitzki
settled down at the podium after help-
ing the Toronto Blue Jays extend their
AL Division Series, his left shoulder and
arm constantly pulsating from the med-
ical device attached to him. Tulowitzki,
still far from 100 percent from a collision
that forced him to miss 19 games after
being acquired by the Blue Jays, had
certainly flexed his muscles on the field

in Game 3, a 5-1 win over the Texas
Rangers to cut their deficit to 2-1 in the
series. The Astros could wrap up the
best-of-five series with a win over the
defending AL champions in Game 4
late yesterday. Houston’s remarkable
run comes just two years after the team
lost a franchise-worst 111 games in a
third-straight 100-loss season.

“I think that success is a lot more
sweet when you kind of go through
hardship like we did the first couple
years that I was up here,” Keuchel said.
“But it’s really not a confidence that has
grown. It’s been here the whole time ...
just now that we’re getting to the play-
offs and on a national stage ... it’s a
shock to a lot of people.”

Keuchel, who shut down the
Yankees in the AL wild-card game,
worked out of jam after jam, allowing
five hits and one run with seven strike-
outs after going 15-0 at home this sea-
son, a modern major league record. He
has a 1.45 ERA at Minute Maid Park in
19 starts this year.

Luke Gregerson gave up a leadoff
homer in the ninth to Alex Gordon
before finishing off the Astros first play-
off game in Houston in 10 years with a
four-out save. It was his first save of

more than three outs in three years.
Later, Tulowitzki drove in four runs,
including three with a homer for his first
hit in these playoffs. The victory was
Toronto’s first in the postseason since
Joe Carter’s home run won the 1993
World Series. Marco Estrada limited the
Rangers to one run and five hits over 6
1-3 innings, with four strikeouts and no
walks. Tulowitzki’s drive to left with two
outs in the sixth inning put the Blue
Jays up 5-0. “It was definitely huge and
in the moment I was definitely pumped
up. Got back to the dugout and every-
body’s obviously excited to put us up
by five,” Tulowitzki said. “A little breath-
ing room, I think that’s the goal down 2-
0.” That was two innings after he drew a
bases-loaded walk. He missed most of
the final three weeks of the regular sea-
son because of a cracked shoulder
blade and bruised muscles in his upper
back. Texas has another chance
Monday to clinch the series at home. If
not, a deciding Game 5 will be played
Wednesday in Toronto, where the
Rangers won the first two games. Game
3 came a week after the Rangers
clinched the AL West title on the final
day of the regular season, in their third
chance to do so. —AP

Astros defeat Royals as 
Blue Jays down Rangers

BEIJING: Novak Djokovic of Serbia hits a return in this file photo. —AP

SHANGHAI: Novak Djokovic flies to the
Shanghai Masters yesterday just hours after
lifting his eighth trophy of the year in
Beijing-and few look capable of stopping
him grab title number nine this week.

A 6-2, 6-2 victory over long-time rival
Rafael Nadal underlined the dominance of
the world number one, who stretched his
China Open winning streak to 29 matches
without dropping a set.

Defending champion Roger Federer and
Andy Murray await in China’s southeastern
metropolis, in what is a challenge of a dif-
ferent order for Djokovic with an elite men’s
field.

But the 10-time Grand Slam-winner is
no stranger to success at Shanghai’s Qi
Zhong Stadium, after claiming two Masters
titles and the 2008 Tennis Masters Cup at
the large venue on the city’s outskirts.

After a breathtaking China Open, when
he lost only 18 games and extended his
record to 9-0 in Chinese finals, Djokovic
had no doubts about maintaining his level
this week.

“Well, I’m hoping definitely. I know the
conditions are slightly different.  I’m going
to get a couple days of rest and practice
and get ready,” he said late on Sunday in
Beijing.

“I mean, it’s not the first time I’m playing
back-to-back weeks. Next week’s tourna-
ment is going to be even stronger because
obviously all the best players in the world
are there. “This positive week definitely
encourages me and gives me a lot of confi-

dence for Shanghai.”
Second seed Federer preferred not to

dwell on a potential final against Djokovic,
as he sizes up his half of the draw which
includes Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, Kei Nishikori
and Stanislas Wawrinka.

“Playing in semis or finals doesn’t mat-
ter. Looks like you have to beat him at some
stage the way he’s playing right now. If you
play him in the semis or the finals, it doesn’t
really matter,” said the Swiss.

“I don’t think that far ahead, to be quite
honest.” Britain’s Murray is returning from a
nearly four-week break as he heads into a
busy season’s end which will culminate in
next month’s Davis Cup final against
Belgium. 

“I feel fresh. The positives of playing a lot
of tennis, playing a lot of tournaments is
your body gets used to playing matches.
You feel confident because you played a
lot,” said the Scot.

“If you don’t play matches for three or
four weeks, the beginning of tournaments,
it can always be a bit tricky. You don’t know
exactly how you’re going to play, exactly
how you’re going to feel. I feel fresh. That’s
good.  Mentally I feel fresh, which is good.”

Meanwhile Nadal will hope to shake off a
right foot injury which slowed him in the
Beijing final as he bids to recapture the sort
of form which could trouble Djokovic. “He’s
the best today without any doubt,” he said
after Sunday’s final.  “When somebody’s
playing like Novak, he’s very difficult to beat,
especially in his favorite surface.”—AFP

Can anyone master 
Djokovic in Shanghai?

Boules throws ball 
into Olympic ring

MONACO: Petanque, the quintessential
Gallic pastime played in village squares
across France for hundreds of years,
launched its bid yesterday to be includ-
ed in the 2024 Olympic Games.

Boules’ rul ing body,  the CMSB
(Confederation Mondiale des Sports de
Boules) with Monaco’s Prince Albert as
its president, sent off its official candida-
cy letter to Olympic chief Thomas Bach.

The CMSB boasts 262 federations
spread over 165 countries and 200 mil-
lion devotees across the five continents,
especially Asia. That’s twice as many
licensed golfers with golf making its
Olympic debut in Rio next year.  In
announcing its intention to try to climb
onto the Olympic stage the CMSB high-
lighted boules’ “role in society” and abili-
ty to cross the generational divide.

It is the tenth most popular sport in
France with over 300,000 participants.
Thailand is  the next most popular
boules-playing nation with 40,000
members, while Japan has 10,000.

Employing the slogan ‘same sport,
several  disciplines,  one candidate’
boules is hoping to get on the roster of
an Olympics that could be held in Paris -
the French capital is bidding to host the
summer Games in nine years time.

Also in the race to stage the 2024
Games are Budapest, Hamburg, Los
Angeles, and Rome. ‘Boules sport’ com-
prises three disciplines - petanque,
boule lyonnaise, and rafle.

France has predictably won the last
ten editions of the petanque world
championships, a run dating back to
2001. But Belgium, Algeria and
Madagascar have also claimed
petanque’s ultimate prize. Petanque,
often seen as a recreational game for
the older generation, with matches a
feature of rural French life at weekends,
involves throwing a metal ball from a
circle on a flat dirt or gravel track and
trying to land as close as possible to the
wooden jack.

The 2012 world championships in
Marseille brought together more than
10,000 competitors from 20 countries,
with some 150,000 spectators.

The game is not without danger. In
2013 an 84-year-old petanque-playing
pensioner was crushed to death by a
two tonne elephant called Tanya that
had escaped from a circus in a village
near Paris. And in 2008 a French player
was fatally struck on the head by an
opponent’s ball near the Catholic shrine
of Lourdes.—AFP

ARLINGTON: Toronto Blue Jays left fielder Ben Revere (7) singles
against the Texas Rangers during the seventh inning in Game 3 of
baseball’s American League Division Series. —AP


