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Motorcycling across the 

Land of High Passes 
‘Exploring the Indian Himalayas on an Royal Enfield’

By Waleed Shaalan

Living in Kuwait made it much easier for me to pur-
sue my passion of motorcycle travel. I bought my
first big bike in Kuwait in 1998 and started my slow

journey of driving around the world. From my early trips
of putting the bike on the ferry to tour Iran, to my drives
across Arabia to tour the MENA region and flying my
bike out of here to Europe and the rest of the world. 

The support I get from my friends at Tri Star motorcy-
cle is phenomenal. I decided after my 50th birthday to
take my travels further where I share my experience
with a broader audience through social, printed and
multi media. Last month I was on the verge of signing
with a major satellite TV station for a travel documen-
tary and after taking two months leave from work they
abruptly cancelled. It was a blessing in disguise as I
decided to take matters in my own hand and produce it
myself. 

In 48 hours I had arranged an epic journey across the
Indian Himalayas in Ladakh, Jammu and Kashmir and
organized an award winning director and used whatev-
er was available from my camera to my son’s go pro and
iPhones to film a documentary. We are sponsoring my
friend Ebrahim Al Kandari’s initiative iDream Kuwait
where he is training Kuwaitis with disabilities to work in
the private sector. After arranging a meeting with our
CEO and securing support on a corporate level, I am
personally dedicating this film to support and bring
awareness to his cause. 

The motorcycle is the perfect solution for my desire
to fly and fear of heights, I chose India and specifically
Ladakh which means the land of high passes so I can
drive the world’s highest road and soar like an eagle
without having to fly. 

We had to deal with the reality of altitude sickness
and take it very seriously as the sudden ascent from liv-
ing at sea level in Kuwait to starting our journey over
3,500m required gradual acclimatization and precau-
tions. I prepared a full support vehicle with spare parts,
oxygen tanks, a mechanic, crew etc to reduce the risk
especially for my wife who came along for the ride. We
were very fortunate to arrive in Leh during their annual
festival as most of the year this region is closed off by
snow. This is a time where the locals go out and cele-
brate traditional sports of archery, polo, music and food.
This worked well with our acclimatization schedule and
gave us a chance to experience the culture and test the
bikes and gear. 
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