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After obtaining the permits we learned that we have
to leave a day earlier. Though this put us at risk of alti-
tude sickness, we left anyway. The first day were
attempted the third highest pass, to get used to riding
the rough and battered roads of the mighty Himalayas.
A land where nature dominates man and must be treat-
ed with utmost respect and admiration. 

The Royal Enfield, the bike that worked like a mule. 
Built originally for World War II the company decided

to open in India and was later bought by the Indians
and they still build the bike the same way with no addi-
tional innovation or technology you would find in
today’s bikes. The 1 cylinder 500cc impressed me so
much as we drove it across every possible terrain one
could imagine a cocktail of ice, snow, mud, sleet, rock,
gravel and sand. About 15 Km to the top, the roads
were grueling. I decided my wife should ride in the sup-
port van and I rode alone. The temperatures were drop-
ping rapidly and as we went up oxygen went down. At
4 km away, the road was blocked due to an avalanche
and they began to clear it. Time was not on our side as
staying more than 30 minutes could be a hazard to our
health. At the last minute the road opened and we
ascended victoriously to the top. It was a great feeling
of being on top of the world riding with the clouds side
by side with the birds. 

Jullay is a Ladakhi word of positivity. It’s the Swiss
Army knife of language and is used for everything posi-
tive: Good morning; Good Evening; Good Night; I am
OK; I am happy; Welcome; Thank you; Have a great day,
etc. I liked this word so much that I decided to call the
film Jullay. 

Thanks to my friend the Kuwaiti director Hamad Al-
Sarraf who has volunteered to co direct and post pro-
duce the movie making it a true collaboration.

For more of my travels, follow me on Instagram at
@waleedsha3lan or Snapchat Waleed Shaalan.
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