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Italian PM in 
Iran in push 
to win back 
economic clout

Ronaldo treble 
leads Real to 
comeback win, 
City beat PSG

Erdogan hosts 
Saudi king 
to strengthen
flourishing ties

Commerce minister’s grilling 
ends with recommendations

Assembly strips MP Dashti’s immunity again
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The grilling of Commerce and Industry
Minister Yousef Al-Ali by MPs Ahmad Al-Qudhaibi and
Mubarak Al-Harees ended yesterday with only recom-
mendations, like previous grillings. The grilling was
based on allegations that the minister, appointed sever-
al months ago, violated the law in awarding state-
owned industrial plots for the production of gravel and
also failed to activate a national fund for small and
medium enterprises for young Kuwaitis.

MP Qudhaibi showed documents indicating that the
minister twisted the law to keep at least five large
industrial plots in the hands of people who violated the
law and failed to utilize the plots within the stipulated
duration. The minister strongly denied the allegations,
saying that on the contrary he regulated and organized
the sector and stopped violations. He also insisted that
he applied the law on the sector and safeguarded
national interests. The minister also said that he organ-
ized the Public Industrial Authority, which supervises
providing state-owned plots for industrial use.

MP Harees accused the minister of failing to activate
the small and medium enterprises fund although it was
established almost three years ago and its charter was
issued last October. He said by leaving the fund inactive,
the minister harmed the interests of young Kuwaitis
who need financial assistance to start their own proj-
ects. The minister said that after issuing its by-laws, the
fund needed time to appoint staff and start functioning
after overcoming a number of hurdles.

Continued on Page 13
BERCK-SUR-MER, France: People fly a kite in the shape of the Kuwaiti flag during the 30th International
Kite Festival in this town in northern France yesterday.  — AFP 

KUWAIT: MPs and ministers vote to drop the immu-
nity of MP Abdulhameed Dashti during a parliament
session at the National Assembly yesterday. —
Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Chairman of Board of Commissioners of Kuwait Capital
Markets Authority Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf, along with chairman and board members of Kuwait Stock Exchange Company. 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with
Lebanese Ambassador Khoder Afif Halwi. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah wel-
comed in his office at Bayan Palace yester-
day Chairman of the Board of
Commissioners of Kuwait Capital Markets
Authority (CMA) Dr Nayef Falah Al-Hajraf.

Dr Hajraf was accompanied with chair-
man and board members of Kuwait Stock
Exchange Company. They laid out the steps
leading to the establishment of the compa-
ny which will by April 25 of this year official-
ly manage the stock market with the ambi-
tion of moving the market up to interna-
tional standards. Deputy Minister of Amiri
Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah
attended the meeting.

Later, Dr Hajraf and his delegation met
with His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, who
hoped that the new company would con-
tribute to upgrading the efficiency, per-
formance and capability of the market and
protect investors. His Highness the Crown
Prince’s Protocol Chief Sheikh Mubarak
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah
attended the meeting.

Meanwhile,  His Highness the Amir
received the outgoing Lebanese
Ambassador Khoder Afif  Halwi on the
occasion of ending his tenure.  His
Highness the Amir also received His
Highness the Crown Prince and His
Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah. In the meantime, His
Highness the Crown Prince received His
Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad, as
well as Saleh Al-Fadhalah, the Executive
Chairman of the Central  Agency for
Remedying Illegal Residents’ Status.

Also yesterday, His Highness the Crown
Prince met in his office at Bayan Palace with
a number of dignitaries who authored dis-
sertations and books. Dr Shaikha Al-Sanad
gifted His Highness the Crown Prince with a
copy of her dissertation on sustainable
development. Furthermore, Dr Nashmi Al-
Dhafiri gifted His Highness the Crown Prince
with a copy of his dissertation on environ-
mental responsibility. Meanwhile, journalist
Thua’ar Al-Rashidi gifted His Highness the
Crown Prince with a copy of his book on
articles he had published. — KUNA

Amir meets CMA Chairman, outgoing Lebanese envoy

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets with Saleh Al-Fadhalah, the Executive Chairman of
the Central Agency for Remedying Illegal Residents’ Status.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets with journalist Thua’ar Al-Rashidi.

ISTANBUL: Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah is pictured with Muslim countries’ foreign minis-
ters ahead of a preparatory meeting for the 13th Session of the Islamic Summit Conference. — KUNA

Amir leaves today
for Islamic Summit

OIC FMs prepare for conference
KUWAIT/ISTANBUL: His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah and his accompanying dele-
gation leave today for Turkey to head
Kuwait’s delegation participating in
the 13th Session of the Islamic
Summit Conference.

Muslim countries’ foreign ministers
yesterday started a preparatory meet-
ing for the conference to be held in
Istanbul tomorrow. In his opening
speech at the event, Egyptian
Assistant Foreign Minister for
Multilateral Affairs and International
Security Hisham Badr said he was
pleased with the completion of the
OIC-2025 Program of Action, estab-
lished by the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC), to develop joint-
Islamic labor in different fields for the

next ten years. Since Egypt’s chairing
of the last session of the conference,
the threat of terrorism has grown in
the Muslim World, he noted. The offi-
cial also mentioned Egypt’s efforts to
counter religious extremism and fight
terrorist groups in cooperation with
other Islamic states. Meanwhile, he
called on Muslim governments to take
strict measures against those encour-
aging terrorism through the internet
and media. Moreover, Badr added that
Egypt has been exerting efforts, in
coordination with OIC members, to
attract further international support
for Palestine against the violations of
Israeli settlement policies.

Rising tension
OIC’s Secretary General Iyad

Madani noted meanwhile that the
Islamic world is currently facing rising
tension and clashes caused by reli-
gious extremism. The official hoped
the OIC would fully execute the 2025
program to resolve such issues.

In the same context, Turkish
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu,
whose country is chairing the current
session, said this year’s conference is
themed “Unity and Solidarity for
Justice and Peace”, since the world is
lacking security and peace in the light
of the growing conflict everywhere.
The Turkish foreign minister also
called for achieving a political transi-
tion in Syria to end the suffering of
those affected by the ongoing war in
the country and also in neighboring
countries. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s hosting of peace talks
between Yemeni adversaries on April 18 is
seen as the latest bid to end the five-year
conflict that swept through the country at
the southern end of the Arabian
Peninsula. A timeline highlighting major
events since the eruption of the conflict in
January 2011 is hereby displayed below.

On January 27, 2011, inspired by the
Tunisian and Egyptian protests earlier in
the month, Yemenis took to the streets
against then President Ali Abdullah Saleh,
who has been ruling the country for over
30 years. Saleh pledged not to extend his
presidency in 2013 or to hand over to his
son, Ahmad.

On February 11, 2011, student protests
resumed, hence coining the movement
the ‘February 11th Revolution.’ Instability
continued throughout March of the same
year, and turned bloody on the 18th, with
52 people killed by security forces during
protests. On June 3, 2011, and after
months of mounting protests, President
Saleh was injured in a rocket attack and
flown to Saudi Arabia, returning home in

September. On November 23, 2011,
President Saleh agreed to hand over pow-
er to his deputy, Abd Rabbuh Mansour
Hadi. A Unity government including
prime minister from opposition formed.

From February 2012 onwards, Hadi
was inaugurated as president after uncon-
tested elections, Defense Minister
Mohammad Nassir Ahmad survived a car
bomb attack in Sanaa that killed 11 peo-
ple, a day after local Al-Qaeda deputy
head Said Al-Shihri was reportedly dead in
the south. Instability and violence carried
on throughout 2013 as well. On January
25, 2014, as the National Dialogue
Conference winds up after 10 months of
deliberation, agreeing a document on
which the new constitution will be based.
Nevertheless, the Northern rebels, known
as Houthis or Ansar Allah (Partisans of
God), managed to take control of Sanaa
on September 21, 2014 with the support
of former president Saleh. In January
2015, Houthis rejected a draft constitution
proposed by the government and in
February appoint a presidential council to

replace President Hadi, who fled to Aden
southern stronghold.

In March 2015, the so-called Islamic
State (IS) carried out its first major attack
in Yemen - two suicide bombings target-
ing Shia mosques in Sanaa, in which 137
people were killed, while Houthi rebels
start to advance towards southern Yemen.
On March 25, Saudi-led coalition of Gulf
Arab states launched airstrikes against
Houthi targets and imposed a naval
blockade as demanded by President Hadi.
The airstrikes, named Operation Decisive
Storm lasted until April 21, 2015.

In September 2015, President Hadi
returned to Aden after Saudi-backed gov-
ernment forces recaptured the port city
from Houthi forces and launched advance
on Aden. In March 2016, UN envoy to
Yemen Ismail Ould Sheikh Ahmad
announced that all parties agreed on ces-
sation of hostilities starting April 10 and
peace talks resume in Kuwait on April 18.
In this context, the world community
voiced optimism that such moves would
help end the conflict in Yemen. — KUNA

Kuwait peace talks: Latest
bid to end Yemeni conflict

KUWAIT: The forthcoming UN-launched
World Humanitarian Summit (WHS), due
in Istanbul, Turkey, on May 23-24, will be a
“starting process” by the international
organization to solicit serious commit-
ments from members states for aiding
people afflicted with crises or catastro-
phes particularly those who need urgent
help, the visiting WHS Spokesperson said
yesterday. The upcoming summit “will be
a starting process, to make people know
that it is time to change the work we do.
We are also seeking commitments from
the member states, NGOs and the private
sector,” Herve Verhoosel said in an exclu-
sive interview with Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA). “These commitments will not be
necessarily financial,” he said, explaining
that the UN would seek pledges to pro-
vide various facilities such as aid to deliver
medicines to stranded people, as well as
adherence to international laws. “In the
years later, we will track these commit-
ments,” Verhoosel said, affirming that the
UN would monitor adherence to the obli-
gations made during the forthcoming
summit. Bent on ensuring that issues to
be examined and discussed by the confer-
ees would be tackled seriously and accu-
rately, the summit will include round-
tables and sessions to debate the topics. 

Amir invited
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon is

personally involved in preparing for the
summit, he said, reiterating that the UN
chief has addressed an invitation to His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to attend it.

Ban is architect of the designations for
His Highness the Amir, the ‘Humanitarian
Leader,’ and the State of Kuwait, as the
‘Humanitarian Center.’ These two titles
have been granted to Kuwait in apprecia-
tion for its generous aid to peoples in
need round the world and after it hosted
three international conferences pledging

aid for the Syrian refugees. “Kuwait is a
very important partner to the UN,” the
summit spokesperson said, when asked
about the nature of his visit to the country,
also noting that it will be the first time the
UN organizes a summit-level convention
for humanitarian purposes. Asked whether
Kuwaiti NGOs and charities have been
invited, he said, “yes.”

He stressed that the UN believes it is
high time to hold such a summit consider-
ing the mushrooming crises and catastro-
phes worldwide, noting that 2.1 million
Syrian children are not receiving educa-
tion. In Yemen, a total of 14 million people
are in need for urgent life-saving assis-
tance; 80 percent of the population who
need such help, he added.

125 million
Verhoosel, accompanied by ranking

UN personnel, held talks with KUNA’s chief
editor who welcomed the eminent
guests, stressing on desire to enhance
cooperation between KUNA and interna-
tional agencies. He also underscored sig-

nificance of the upcoming humanitarian
summit. The UN has been motivated to
hold such a gathering due to the stagger-
ing number of people affected by crises
and conflicts worldwide, hitting 125 mil-
lion. The summit is due to be attended by
the UN chief, the Turkish president and
5,000 representatives of states, govern-
ments, NGOs, crises-hit communities and
academics. It aims to affirm “shared com-
mitment to humanity, generate global
leadership and political will to end con-
flicts, alleviate suffering and reduce risks,
agree on concrete action to prepare and
respond to crises.Ban by holding the sum-
mit is seeking to call for placing humanity
at core of global decision making. The
State of Kuwait had been repeatedly
praised by international quarters for hon-
oring financial commitments to aid peo-
ple in crises. According to an official report
issued by Kuwait Foreign Ministry, on
March 28, Kuwait provided more than KD
11 billion to stricken nations between
1990, the year it witnessed the Iraqi
aggression, and 2014. —KUNA

UN seeks serious commitments
at humanitarian summit: Spokesperson

KUWAIT: World Humanitarian Summit (WHS) Spokesperson Herve
Verhoosel speaks during his meeting with KUNA officials. — KUNA

WHO hails Kuwait’s humanitarian role
GENEVA: The World Health Organization (WHO)
hailed the support of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for
the organization’s humanitarian projects.
“Kuwait is among the top providers for Syrians
inside and outside of Syria, contributing to the
organization’s efforts to deliver life-saving medi-
cines to those in need,” WHO’s Director General
Margaret Chan said during a meeting with
Kuwait ’s permanent delegate to the UN
Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim yesterday.

She added that Kuwait had also contributed
to WHO’s humanitarian programs in Yemen, Iraq
and Palestine, as well as the project to fight the
Ebola virus in West Africa. Meanwhile,
Ambassador Ghunaim noted that the meeting
also discussed boosting cooperation between
the two sides and the agenda of the organiza-
tion’s General Assembly to be held from May 23
to 28. —KUNA

GENEVA: The World Health Organization’s (WHO) Director
General Margaret Chan meets with Kuwait’s permanent delegate
to the UN Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim. — KUNA
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By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: A long running dispute over a
community park in Shuwaikh brewed over
this week when authorities from Kuwait
Municipality sent workers to cut down the
trees and bulldoze the area. Local resi-
dents, who privately care for the public
garden, said that another local resident
had used ‘wasta’ (connections) to try and
have the garden demolished. 

“ The public park is the only park in
Shuwaik h area .  The  land or igina l ly
belonged to the Ministry of Education
but the ministry gave this piece of land
to The Public Authority of Agriculture
Affairs  and Fish Resources,  and they
approved its conversion to a public park
af ter  we asked them,” expla ined
Abdelaziz Sultan Al-Essa, the spokesman
in behalf of residents of the area.

Transformer
“ The authority approved to give us

charge of the park. Since 2003 the resi-
dents of the area started to plant trees
and flowers. But when a new resident
arrived in 2011, he decided that the pow-
er transformer near his house should be

instead in the park,” Essa told the Kuwait
Times yesterday. “He tried several times
with the old and the new ministers to
bulldoze the trees and move the power
transformer. He has a permit from the
Ministry of Education but it is not valid
anymore because the land does not
belong to them now. We are struggling
for five years now. They cut off 10 trees
and we re-plant them again.” 

Earlier this week, the contest heated up
again when workers from the municipality
showed up in the park and began bulldoz-
ing trees.  In order to prevent fur ther

destruction, local residents reached out to
the media and through social media chan-
nels to ask for support from the society. 

Local activists and supporters gathered
yesterday at the garden, known as
Coalition Park in block three of residential
Shuwaikh. They came out to demonstrate
support for the garden and to prevent fur-
ther destruction by authorities. 

No green spaces
Lubna Saif  Abbas,  a member of

‘Alamakin 1746’ group noted that the
planned destruction was not in the best
interest of Kuwait. 

“We do not have green spaces in Kuwait
and this is a public park. I wish all parks
looked like this. We should have people
like the residents of Shuwaikh who created
a park for everyone,” she told Kuwait Times.
“Government agencies should start to
work together as a team, and not act like
each one has his own country! We need
them to understand that this is the best for
community and we should have people
take over public spaces because they have
the ability to do things in the local commu-
nity.” Although the weather yesterday was
dusty and rainy, residents stayed near the

park to prevent bulldozers if they came.
Residents have reported the violations to
the environmental police and also wrote a

full report about the destruction of the
trees and plants in violation of the provi-
sions of Kuwait’s environmental law. 

Dispute over community garden in Shuwaikh
Residents seek to prevent bulldozing of trees, claims of wasta and influence

Abdelaziz Al-Essa

KUWAIT: The gate of the ‘Coalition Park’ in Shuwaikh, opened in April 2003. 
—Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Acting Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah said that Kuwait attaches great impor-
tance to the environmental file in consistency
with international moves in this regard, point-
ing to its participation in the UN meetings on
Climate Change on April 22.

The Supreme Council for the Environment
quoted in a statement issued Monday night
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled, also Chairman of the
Supreme Council for the environment, as saying
that Kuwait participated in the climate change
convention in Paris last year, where results of
that meeting were fruitful, recalling what has
been reached by the international community
of understanding and agreement on heated
environmental issues.  According to the state-
ment, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled said Kuwait is
keen to follow up on climate change stemming
from the noble Amiri guidance and deputiza-
tion of His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah to repre-
sent the country and sign the agreement in the
climate change meeting on April 22.

He added that the international attention on
this file reflected on Kuwait, which gives envi-
ronmental issues international and global prior-
ities, a matter that appeared so clear in its
report on human rights. He praised the
Environment Public Authority’s implementation
of environmental law articles that are in the
public interest and require hard work by all con-
cerned parties.

Meanwhile, Director General of the
Environment Public Authority (EPA) Sheikh
Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah said in a similar
speech that the EPA does not stand as an
impediment to development but also con-
tributes to the application of the sustainable
development principle to provide a better envi-
ronment for ourselves and future generations
and to pursue the green economy in the coun-
try, with emphasis on diversifying the sources of
income in line with the desire of His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. Sheikh Abdullah added that the
Supreme Council for the Environment has limit-
ed the number of nature reserves in the country
to 14, in addition to the competent authorities
supervising them. — KUNA

Acting PM stresses 
keenness on

preserving environment

KUWAIT: Kuwait was affected yesterday by a dust storm
and rain that temporarily suspended traffic at its ports,
including oil exports. The unstable weather conditions
the country is witnessing are expected to last until the
end of this week, said the Kuwait Meteorological Center

at the Directorate General of Civil Aviation said yesterday.
The country these days is witnessing unstable weath-

er and drastic changes affecting vast areas of the Arabian
Peninsula and parts of northern Iraq, said Abdulaziz Al-
Qarawi, head of Agricultural and Hydrological Forecast at

the center. The low visibility in the country was due to
dust, where the wind speed reached more than 60 kilo-
meters per hour and thunderstorm in some areas, Qarawi
added. The gradual improvement in the weather condi-
tions will start by the beginning of next Friday. — KUNA

Unstable weather to last till end of week 
Dust storm temporarily halts oil exports
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By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Farwaniya firemen put out a blaze that burned a
vehicle on the Fourth Ring Road near Yarmouk. No injuries
were reported. Meanwhile, a fire broke out in a Qadisiya
house, prompting response from the Shuhada and
Hawally fire stations. The fire was put out and no injuries
were reported. The teams were led by Majors Suleiman Al-

Matar and Ali Sadiq. Investigations went underway to
determine the causes of the fire in both cases.

Suspects caught
The Inter ior  M inistr y ’s  Relat ions and Security
Information Department issued a follow up statement
regarding the arrest of a number of persons among a
group of citizens who recently prevented policemen

from carrying out their duties. The statement released
yesterday indicates that criminal detectives arrested
all reckless individuals who appeared in video footage
that circulated on social media. The suspects were
identified in the statement as Mubarak Ojairem,
Mohammad Falah, Abdallah Saud, Barrak Nasser,
Jamaan Irshaid and Khalid Jamaan, all Kuwaitis in their
twenties.

Car burns on Fourth Ring Road, no injuries 
KUWAIT: Flames are seen coming out of a vehicle at Fourth Ring Road yesterday. Firefighters inspect the damage after the fire was put out.

By Labeed Abdal

local@kuwaittimes.net

Inter-GCC
cooperation

The declaration of Qatar’s Limited Liquefied
Gas Company (Qatar Gas2) that made a
deal with Kuwait Petroleum Corporation

(KPC) to provide Kuwait with half a million tons
of liquefied gas for four years starting from
March, is an important step towards encourag-
ing commercial exchanges amongst GCC states
because it remains one of the most important
forms of self-sufficiency. 

The deal was made right in time to meet
Kuwait’s growing demand for energy during the
summer in view of the growing consumption
rates and the population growth including both
citizens and expats. Qatar Gas2 will supply the
required gas onboard Q-Flex tankers that hired
by Qatar Gas to deliver the gas at KPC’s natural
liquefied gas reception point at Mina Ahmadi, a
process that needs full technical and organiza-
tional arrangement to avoid any water supply
cuts or blackouts during the summer, when tem-
peratures are extreme. 

Everybody undoubtedly supports positive
commercial  relations and joint interests
between Qatar and Kuwait’s energy sectors. As a
GCC-GCC deal, all GCC citizens are very pleased
on turning aspirations into real life and facts
through the wisdom and experience of GCC
leaders. They are all very happy seeing such
developments and farsighted insights of the
founders. 

Qatar has supplied the majority of Kuwait’s
needs of gas over the past five years and this
encourages the continuation of such steps and
calls for more deals amongst GCC states that,
naturally enough, share the past and the future.
This should also include other Arab markets
where commercial exchanges can cover the
needs for gas and oil, especially since recon-
struction projects in many Arab countries will
prevail over the coming half a century at least. 

Nevertheless, linking GCC states by a railway
is a major project needed in the near future to
exchange manpower, goods, expertise and
investment and construction projects.

In my view

News
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Planes collision at
Kuwait airport denied

KUWAIT:  Socia l  media  repor ts
about two planes colliding at the
Kuwait International Airport on
M onday have  been denied.  A
Kuwait Airways plane was alleged
to have collided with a Gulf Air
p lane on the  tarmac.  But  the
Bahrain carrier denied the report
on Monday, noting that “Reports
and videos claiming to por tray
such events are erroneous,” the
airline said in a statement. Daily
flights from Bahrain to Kuwait and
vice versa continue uninterrupted.
“The airline would like to reiterate
its ongoing commitment to the
safety, protection and comfort of
our passengers and employees,”
the Gulf Air statement added. 

Barrak’s case adjourned

KUWAIT: The criminal court yes-
terday adjourned hearing a case

filed against former MP Musallam
Al-Barrak for slandering the judici-
ary until May 17 to pass its sen-
tence.  Notably,  Barrak  was
referred to the public prosecution
af ter  giv ing a  T V  inter v iew in
which he allegedly slandered the
judiciary. 

Wooden poles replaced

K U WA I T:  The M inist r y  of
Electricity and Water signed a con-
tract to replace all  the wooden
poles and high-voltage overhead
copper power lines at a total cost
of KD 3,348,000, Undersecretary
Mohammad Bushehri  said.  The
main aim of the contract is to pre-
vent robberies that usually result
in depriving motorists on high-
ways from illumination, Bushehri
added.  He  expla ined that  the
agreement with the execut ing
company prioritizes a 36-km long
stretch of the Salmi highway to
start the project.   

KUWAIT: The Sixth First Aid Course at the non-commissioned officers and policemen
institute was concluded under the patronage of Interior Ministry’s Assistant
Undersecretary for Education and Training Affairs Major General Faisal Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah and in the presence of Director General of Training Department
Major General Anwar Al-Borjas. The course was held over 12 days, with 11 trainees
participating. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun



KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecom-
munications company in Kuwait,
successfully concluded its main
sponsorship of the annual photogra-
phy competition organized by
Kuwait Times under its latest theme
‘Kuwait in Our Eyes.’ The competition
aimed at showcasing the hidden
artistic talents of participants

through depicting life in Kuwait. 
The latest edition of the competi-

tion witnessed the submission of
over 2000 photographs by over 700
participants. During the conclusion
ceremony, Zain awarded the top
winners and highlighted its continu-
ous support for hidden talents
amongst Kuwait’s photographers to

be identified and celebrated.
Zain’s sponsorship of the contest

springs from the company’s core
belief that equipping young people
with skills and tools necessary to help
them navigate their future lives is an
opportunity it should not pass on.
Photography is developing to
become a well-recognized and

regarded profession and Zain is keen
to support its further development
within the local community. 

Zain will continue to foster young
talents, believing that the current gen-
eration of youngsters holds to the
keys to the future development of
Kuwait and need to be well supported
by private and governmental entities. 
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Zain concludes main sponsorship of 

Kuwait Times Photography Competition

Company continues to encourage and support local talents

KUWAIT: Almost 80 percent of work on the
refinery and petrochemical plant in
Vietnam is finished and ready for operation
next year, said owner of the refinery and
the plant, Kuwait Petroleum International
(KPI). Taking part in Kuwait’s fourth oil and
gas conference, KPI President and Chief
Executive Officer Bakheet Al-Rashidi said
yesterday that work on the company’s facil-
ities in Vietnam was going according to
schedule.

He noted that the parent company of
KPI, Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC)
had on hand plans right up through 2030

to secure a number of outlets in the world
for marketing Kuwaiti crude. He stressed
the importance of both the Asian and
European markets for Kuwait crude, saying
that in the next 20 years demand in Asia
will increase by 10.2 million barrels a day.

He said KPI sells about 450,000 barrels
of oil a day through refining and market-
ing activities, despite sluggish market
growth in Europe. The conference he
attended today had started yesterday and
ends today, enabling participants in it to
discuss challenges facing the oil and gas
industry. — KUNA

Vietnam refinery, petro

plant 80% finished: CEO 

DUBAI: Kuwait Finance House (KFH),
the country’s biggest Islamic lender,
said yesterday it had obtained regulato-
ry approval to lend up to 500 million
dinars ($1.66 billion) to a major project
commissioned by a state-run refiner.
KFH would lend funds to Kuwait
National Petroleum Company (KNPC)
for its Clean Fuels Project, it said in a
bourse filing.

KNPC expects to close the first
phase of funding, worth 900 million
dinars, with local banks as soon as
April,  its chief executive said last
month. National Bank of Kuwait has
said it would contribute 600 million

dinars. Since 2015, KNPC has been in
talks with banks to raise a loan worth
around $10 billion for the scheme, part
of Kuwait’s 30 billion dinar economic
development plan.

Under the project, the capacity of
the Mina Al-Ahmadi refinery will drop
to 347,000 barrels per day (bpd) from
466,000, while Mina Abdulla refinery’s
capacity will rise to 454,000 bpd from
270,000. The reduction in the capaci-
ty of the Ahmadi refinery, after shut-
ting one of its crude distillation units,
will be compensated for by adding
new units to produce higher-value
products. — Reuters

KFH gets nod to lend up

to KD 500 million to KNPC

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH)
has patronized ‘Move to Improve’
Forum that aims to highlight the
capabilities of people with disabilities
and show their abilities to the com-
munity. This move comes as part of
KFH’s social responsibility and efforts
to support the youth.

The forum witnessed a competi-
tion between people with disabilities
and others without disabilities in
order to prove their ability to inte-
grate in the society.

Faisal Al-Musawi, the first diver
from people with kinetic disability
and the chairman of the organizing
committee of the forum praised KFH
for its contributions and support for
the disabled people and the youth in
general, indicating that KFH has a
proven track record in achieving the
social responsibility.  

The forum was held under the
patronage of His Excellency Sheikh
Salman Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-
Sabah, Minister of Information and
Minister of State for Youth Affairs, in
presence of Sheikha Sheikha Al-
Abdullah Al-Sabah, Honorary
Chairperson of the Kuwait Disabled
Sport Club, Shaikha Anisa Salem Al-
Sabah and a number of officials and
representative of welfare associations.
This reflects the government’s commit-
ment towards bringing efforts togeth-
er to achieve development by invest-
ing in the energy of youth to build a
generation that’s able to carry out their
responsibilities in the country.

‘1,000 projects’ supports

young Kuwaiti entrepreneurs

KUWAIT: The Restructuring of the Workforce and
State’s Executive Apparatus Program organizes, on
April 26-30, an exhibition titled ‘1, 000 Projects’ aimed
to encourage and support Kuwaiti youth business-
men, as part of the approach toward achieving eco-
nomic development in all fields. “The exhibition in its
fourth edition aims for entrepreneurs and owners of
small and medium-sized businesses and handcrafts,”
Najat Al-Youssef, the exhibition working team’s leader,
said yesterday. The exhibition will witness participa-
tion of hundreds of young entrepreneurs in various
sectors, such as perfume making, clothes, food, handi-
crafts and small industries. — KUNA

Adan Specialized Center

launches clinic for elderly

KUWAIT: Head of Elderly Health Services Center in Mubarak Al
Kabeer health district Dr Maysam Mandany announced the launch-
ing of an Elderly Clinic at al Adan Poli Center. “The clinic will provide
medical care for Kuwaitis aged 65 years and over according to the
latest global health standards,” Mandany said. She added that the
administration of health services for the senior citizens in the Health
Ministry has trained doctors, nursing staff and employees of those
clinics through organized courses under the supervision of a group
of consultants and Aging specialists. She said workers at these clinics
are providing health, psychological and social rehabilitation services
as well as following their medical situation aiming at helping the
patient to rely on himself. According to statistics provided by the
Public Authority For Civil Information, there are 45,000 elderly citi-
zens in the country, three percent of the 1.274 million. — KUNA

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Minister of Communications,
State Minister for Municipality Affairs
Essa Al-Kandari said Kuwait
Municipality will spare no effort in

enhancing Mubarakiya Market and
maintaining it as a heritage and histori-
cal landmark. He made his remarks
yesterday following an inspection tour
at the market, accompanied by Kuwait
Municipality’s Director General Ahmad

Al-Manfouhi. “The municipality exerted
efforts over several years to improve
and develop the Mubarakiya Market
until it became a landmark in Kuwait,
and frequent destination visited by cit-
izens, expatriates and tourists,” he said.

Minister tours Mubarakiya Market

KFH patronizes ‘Move to Improve’ forum

Event displays disabled people’s talents
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Talking about various forms of corruption, senior
officials immediately ask for proofs and exam-
ples, which sounds more like throwing the ball

back to our court. Such a challenge is logical in terms
of having to prove any allegations. The challenge
would even be greater if simple citizens are asked to
produce statistics and authentic official documents.
Therefore, occasional reports issued by some monitor-
ing bodies like the Audit Bureau, investigations com-
mittee and judicial sources can be handy. 

Logic can sometimes be enough to compare cer-
tain situations to other real examples based on figures
and facts concerning some strange practices in state
projects. One of these examples is the new airport
project that has so far cost $25 million in blueprints
and designs only, which is a clear indication of the
government’s serious malfunction and mismanage-
ment in running state errands. Like the rest of our
dreams, the dream to have a new airport has turned
into a 10-year old nightmare, which is a time long
enough to build five airports according to the world’s
latest and most beautiful designs.  

This project has so far cost us KD 1.8 billion ($6 bil-
lion), which is far more than what had been spent on
building Dubai airport, the luxurious Doha airport and
the miraculous Singapore airport. This sum is deduct-
ed in full from the state’s budget. Another simple com-
parison reveals our dilemma when we consider Queen
Alia Airport in Jordan. It is the most recently opened
airport in the Arab world. It was built in less than five
years with a total cost of $950 million (KD 290 million),
which is less than one sixth of the cost of our so-called
airport. 

The story does not end there. The Jordanian gov-
ernment did not pay a single dinar for the new airport.
The entire cost was collected under supervision, con-
tribution and execution of the World Bank and three
private companies. The story still does not end there.
The Jordanian government annually makes $350 mil-
lion in fees paid by the company running the airport
compared to when the government used to spend $75
million a year when it ran the airport itself.
Accordingly, this sums up the total gain from the new
airport alone to $425 million, which is equal to the
sum paid by the government in subsidies for fuel and
electricity! 

To make the comparison fair, Queen Alia Airport is
much larger than our proposed airport. It has 65 gates,
which is the same like our new airport if we ignore the
fact that Alia Airport has prepared extra 40 gates for
any future expansions without any extra cost.  

Our wildest ambitions now is not to compare our-
selves to Singapore or Dubai, but to do so with a
rather small Arab country that does not possess the
same economic potentials we have. Apparently, they
are mentally and humanly superior to us and that is
why there is no wonder that their projects are ‘Alia’
(high) and ours are only Ghalia (expensive)! 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

Alia and Ghalia

Al-Jarida

By Dr Hassan Jouhar 

The famous Arab Nobel laureate and scientist Dr
Ahmed Zuwail says that the West supports losers
until they succeed, while we fight successful

people until they fail. Well, we will not care much for
the Western stories of success, because we are a nation
of consumers and the result of such successes will
eventually arrive to us, but not for free. We will buy
and boast that we have done so and own it. 

Zuwail did not name those fighting success and try-
ing to foil it. He did not mention whether they are ordi-
nary men or officials. However, in view of this state-
ment and the doctor’s scientific status, it is clear that

he had been fought by people of scientific or social
status who hated that anybody else would succeed,
out of envy or even upon recommendations from cer-
tain ‘losers’.  I found that the idea discussed by Zuwail
really matches our daily life here in Kuwait, where we
have many people who try to spoil the success of any
official in doing their duties, which has, unfortunately,
become a truly bad Kuwaiti habit. 

The moment Osama Abdullah Al-Roumi, Adnan
Mohammed Al-Qudhaibi and Salman Abdul Aziz Al-
Fahd were appointed deputy directors of the cus-
toms department, many people started criticizing
them, taking advantage of the liabilities bestowed in
them by constitutional powers. They started ques-
tioning their performance though they failed to find
a fault or a mistake they committed throughout their
previous careers. 

It eventually turned out that, in most cases, their
criticism was not for greater good or seeking the best
for these positions, as they claimed. It was only meant
to empower and appoint certain people in certain
positions, which has become a general trend by those
who managed to beguile us and we authorized them
to set our legislations! 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

Friends of failure

By Saad Al-Motesh

Al-Anbaa

Al-Jarida

Crime
R e p o r t

Elderly woman charges

employer’s son with rape

KUWAIT: Farwaniya prosecutor sent a 62-year-old Filipina
woman to the medical examiner to document her claims
that the son of her sponsor raped her at dawn, and also
ordered the registration of the case as a “forced attack”. A
security source said the woman went to Andalus police sta-
tion and told them she was surprised by the suspect enter-
ing her room at 4 am through the window, and was not
able to fend him off. She gave police a medical report stat-
ing that she had bruises and grazes.

Two prostitutes arrested
Two women were caught engaging in prostitution in a
Salmiya hotel, and are being processed for deporta-
tion. Detectives learned about the two Romanian
women, who entered the country on a tourist visa and
stayed at a Salmiya hotel. Detectives raided the place
and arrested them. The two were charging KD 300
each per hour.

Fugitive in custody
An man started running as soon as he saw a police
patrol in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh, and when he was
caught, he was found in violation of visa laws and
wanted for a forgery case. The Indian man drew the
attention of police when he started running, so they
chased him on foot and caught him. The man did not
have a civil ID, so he was fingerprinted and his status
was determined.

Theft
A citizen was sent to Farwaniya prosecution and
charged with theft after her family’s attempts to settle
the matter with a major clothing, accessories and cos-
metics company failed. The company said many thefts
were committed by the woman valued at thousands of
dinars, although she was caught with goods worth KD
340. Investigations are underway.

Patient injured
A citizen in her thirties told police that she visited a
clinic for removing fat from parts of her eyes, and the
doctor told her it is best that it is removed by using
laser and she accepted it. She said she was surprised
after waking up that parts operated on to remove the
fat were burned, and she submitted medical report
stating her injuries. —  Al-Rai and Al-Anbaa

I found that the idea discussed by
Zuwail really matches our daily life
here in Kuwait

Right of way
A citizen lodged a case against a man who allegedly made
an offensive gesture towards him following a dispute over
the right of way. The citizen told Mubarak Al-Kabeer police
that while driving, he differed with another motorist over
the right of way, who made an indecent gesture and drove
off. He gave police the suspect’s license plate number, and
detectives are working on the case.

Suicide reported
An Indian man was detained by police for questioning
after his wife was found dead inside their home. Police
received a call about a woman who committed suicide, so
they went and found her on the floor with a rope hanging
in the room.

KUWAIT: A legal study prepared by Al-Jarida daily on the
DNA law number 78/2015 shows that the law contradicts
with articles 30, 32, 34, 50 and 79 of the constitution. As a
result, the study suggests that National Assembly must
review the law’s texts as it constituents a flagrant violation
of rights and liberties guaranteed for individuals by the
constitution.

The study said the announcement by the executive
authority to suspend issuance of passports until after DNA
tests are conducted is a clear violation of article 31 of the
constitution which guarantees the right of travel and
movement. It said that the constitutional court decided
that article 15 of the passports and travel documents is
unconstitutional as it stipulated the husband’s approval
before issuing a passport. The cassation court also ruled
that it is unconstitutional for courts to withdraw suspects’
passports.

It also said that the personal status judiciary at the cas-
sation court decided not to rely on DNA tests in deciding
lineage due to its inaccuracy, and that methods of sharia
should be depended on. The study also examined the US’
Maryland state, which is the only state that uses DNA tests,
but limited it for court cases only. And in case of “innocent”
verdicts or if the case is dropped, the samples will be
destroyed. — Al-Jarida

Electricity poles
Jahra detectives are investigating the case of thieves who
stole 57 electricity poles along with seven kilometers of
copper cables. A security source said an official from the
Ministry of Electricity and Water said that the power dis-
tribution networks sector noticed a defect in the grid, and
when the spots were tested, a cable was noticed missing
on Salmy road between kilo 60 to kilo 67 (7 km) along
with 57 wooden posts, six suspended transformers and
six switches.

DNA law violates

liberties: Study

MoE to hire resident 

Palestinian teachers 
KUWAIT: Following 25 years of banning the recruit-
ment of Palestinian teachers in education ministry
schools, the Ministry of Interior (MoI) recently contact-
ed the Ministry of Education (MoE) allowing transfer-
ring the residency visas of Palestinians already residing
in Kuwait and holding valid residency visas to join the
ministry ’s teaching staffs. The decision covers
Palestinians who carry travel documents issued by
Arab countries for Palestinian refugees, as opposed to
Palestinians carrying Jordanian passports who had no
previous restrictions to apply for jobs in the ministry.

In this regard, a letter sent from MoI Undersecretary
Lt Gen Suleiman Al-Fahd to his counterpart, MoE under-
secretary Haitham Al-Athari in response to the latter’s
inquiry about the possibility of hiring Palestinian teach-
ers who hold residency visas in Kuwait, included MoI’s
rejection of issuing visas to Palestinians outside the
country. Educational sources added that this would be
the first time since Kuwait’s liberation in 1991 to hire
Palestinian teachers, which was banned due to political
considerations. — Al-Qabas

KUWAIT: In line with its continued
efforts to enhance its services for
clients with special needs, Ahli United
Bank (AUB) organized four training
courses for employees on learning
sign language to facilitate communi-
cation with such clients.

Commenting on these courses,
Naqeeb Amin, Head of Human
Resources, said that the Bank operates
within an integrated strategy that
aims to provide the best banking
services to its clients including those
with  special needs. Hence, training
courses were held from January to
April, 2016.

Amin added: “The drive underlying

the acquisition of our staff with the
skill of communicating in sign lan-
guage with special needs clients  falls
within the Bank’s social responsibility.
It also reflects our concern for such

clients and to enable them to receive
the high quality service they require
and with ease.

Amin commended the turnout of
the Bank’s employees and their inter-
est in the sign language courses. He
added  that the success of these
courses will  reflect positively on
developing our ability to deal with
this special category of client. 

Amin reasserted that the Bank and
its Executive Management fully sup-
port reinforcing the various capabili-
ties and skills of its staff which is
reflected by the sustained success in
gaining the confidence of our clients
of various categories and segments. 

AUB holds training courses

on sign language for staff

KUWAIT: Acting Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled received the
Chairman of Kuwait Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (KCCI) Ali Al-Ghanem, KCCI office
member Osama Al-Nisf and KCCI advisor Majed
Jamaluddin. 

Following the meeting, Ghanem said that for
the second time, Kuwaiti economic decision-
makers had fallen victims to political pressure
and electoral calculations. “The minister of com-
merce’s decision to freeze prices of goods, serv-
ices and craftworks is but a new example of
political pressure that does not only affect the
soundness of economic decisions, but also
rocks one of the most important economic principles in
Kuwait - free competition,” he said.  

Ghanem stressed that KCCI strongly rejects all forms of
monopoly, and at the same time and for the same reasons,
rejects any actions or measures that would hurt the market.

“A decision to freeze prices in a country that
imports everything is a kind of unprecedented
political manipulation,” he said, adding that
economic history had shown that fixing prices
in normal situations was most unsuccessful and
harmful to consumers in general and to those
with limited income in particular because it
would lead to corruption and black markets. 

“Had prices been simply set by decisions,
all economy rules would have collapsed,” he
added, noting that the decision contradicts
and undermines all efforts exerted by both
powers to improve the economic and invest-
ment environments in Kuwait. He added this

was not only illegal, but that it also violates the law used to
support it. Ghanem concluded that the meeting with the
acting PM was dedicated to explain KCCI’s stance on the
minister’s decision and to explain its harmful economic con-
sequences. — Al-Qabas

Freezing prices political

manipulation of economy: KCCI

KCCI Chairman Ali 
Al-Ghanem

KUWAIT: Former parliament speaker Ahmad
Al-Saadoun stressed that current political
blocs lack a reformist vision to help fight
corruption. He stressed that taking part in
the coming parliamentary elections would
be political and national frivolity that would
lead to no real change even if the ‘majority’
took part. 

Speaking at a seminar held recently at the
diwaniya of Bader Al-Mutairi, Saadoun said
that the government’s intention to increase

electricity consumption tariffs call for a public
attitude to voice its opinion and ‘call things by
their real names’, blaming some political blocs
and accusing others of wishing to divert atten-
tion from ‘the more serious case of the islands
and the Silk City project’. 

Also speaking at the seminar, former MP Ali
Al-Deqbasi described the current parliament
as a ‘hear no evil, see no evil, say no evil’ one
that has been silent about political reforms
and the electricity tariffs. — Al-Qabas

Saadoun slams taking 

part in the elections 

Former speaker Ahmad
Al-Saadoun

Taxi companies

allowed to have

reserve drivers

KUWAIT: Director of the
Labor Requirement
Estimation Department at
the Manpower Public
Authority (MPA) Musaed Al-
Mutairi said the MPA dealt
with the drivers’ shortage
problem in taxi companies
and offices by allowing them
to have two reserve drivers.
He said a circular was sent to
all labor estimation units to
grant taxi companies a 15
percent increase in the num-
ber of drivers based on regis-
tered cars, which means that
the company that has 100
cars will have 115 
drivers. — Al-Anbaa

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s retirees’ diwaniya organized a ‘medical day’ recent-
ly which included a blood donation campaign as well as blood sugar level and
pressure tests.
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Outrage as Egypt surrenders islands to Saudi 

Surprise move kicks off a storm of vociferous opposition
CAIRO: Egypt’s declared intention to hand over
control of two strategic Red Sea islands to Saudi
Arabia has kicked off a storm of vociferous opposi-
tion, laced with stinging satire, and dealt a blow to
the pride of many Egyptians at a time when they
feel their country is vulnerable and under attack
from all sides. The surprise announcement that a
team of Egyptian experts has concluded that the

islands of Tiran and Sanafir at the mouth of the Gulf
of Aqaba were inside Saudi territorial waters has
taken Egyptians by surprise, raising criticism by
some that the move amounted to a territorial sell-
off to the oil-rich Saudis at a time when Egypt’s bat-
tered economy needs all the help it can get.

Others charged that President Abdel-Fattah El-
Sisi was running the country without transparency
or accountability. The agreement must be ratified

by parliament, a 596-seat chamber packed with the
president’s supporters whose adulation for Saudi
Arabia went on display Sunday when King Salman
addressed the legislature. He was received with a
standing ovation and his six-minute address was
repeatedly interrupted by applause. Lawmakers
also recited poetry praising the Saudi monarch.
“The government surprised 90 million Egyptians

with a decision that we grew up accustomed to its
opposite. That’s what made it worrisome and horri-
fying,” author and analyst Ibrahim Eissa said on his
TV show about the declaration that the islands
were Saudi.

Tiran is the larger of the two islands and is clos-
er to Egypt’s southern Sinai coast. It is associated in
the mind of many Egyptians with their country’s
four wars against Israel between 1948 and 1973, a

time of nationalistic fervor and patriotism. More
recently, Tiran has become a popular destination
for tourists. Hardly anyone in Egypt had thought of
Tiran, the better known of the two islands, as any-
thing but Egyptian territory for generations. But
the government now says that Saudi Arabia in
1950 merely placed the islands in Egypt’s custody
to defend them against possible attack by Israel. 

Now, according to that narrative, Riyadh is able
to defend the island and is simply taking its own
territory back. News of the expected loss of the
islands broke at a particularly vulnerable time, as
the country is reeling from a string of public blun-
ders and a host of seemingly intractable problems.
Egypt’s economy is ailing after five years of turmoil,
an insurgency by Islamic militants has proved
resilient and the vital tourism industry has been
battered. The crash last October over the Sinai
Peninsula of a Russian airliner, killing all 224 people
on board, in a suspected terror attack has cut off
the flow of Russian tourists who normally frequent
the Red Sea resort of Sharm El-Sheikh. 

Mostly desert 
Egypt is also gripped by fear over the likely

reduction of its vital share of the Nile waters as a
result of the construction by Ethiopia of a large dam
on the river. More recently, the country’s image
abroad has taken a beating over the case of an
Italian doctoral student whose torture and killing
drew attention to the widespread culture of abuse
of Egypt’s police. Giulio Regeni’s body, bearing tor-
ture marks, was found on a suburban Cairo road
Feb. 3, nine days after he disappeared. Italian media
and Regeni’s family have cast suspicion on the
Egyptian police, but the Interior Ministry has consis-
tently denied involvement.

Italy recalled its ambassador in Egypt on Friday to
protest what it said was Cairo’s lack of cooperation in
the Regeni investigation. Khaled Ali, a prominent
rights lawyer and a former presidential candidate, has
filed a court case to demand that the Egyptian-Saudi
agreement on the islands be annulled on the

grounds that it violated Egypt’s constitution.
Critics also took to social media networks to
denounce the deal, creating the hashtag “Awad
Sold His Land,” an allusion to the villagers’ taunts
in a popular 1960s radio play of a man who sold
his plot of farmland - an act that in the past was
equated with dishonor in rural Egypt. “Here,
here, Pasha, one island for a billion, a pyramid
for two and I will throw two statues on top,”
Egypt’s best known political satirist, self-exiled
Bassem Youssef, tweeted, mimicking the shouts
of Egyptian street hawkers selling souvenirs to
foreign tourists. Curiously, the pro-El-Sissi media
has gone to great lengths to prove, even justify,

Saudi Arabia’s claim to the islands. In the same
vein, a Foreign Ministry statement lauded the
decision as the fruit of “more than six years of
hard and long work.”

“Egypt has not surrendered a single
square inch of its territory under any condi-
tion,” the top state newspaper Al-Ahram said
in its Monday editorial. “But it will be unrea-
sonable to deny our brothers their right to
holding on to their own territory when all
documents prove their ownership.” The two
islands control entry to the Gulf of Aqaba and
the ports of Eilat and Aqaba in Israel and
Jordan, respectively.  — AP

SHARM EL SHEIKH: A picture taken through the window of an airplane shows the Red Sea’s
Tiran (foreground) and the Sanafir (background) islands in the Straits of Tiran between Egypt’s
Sinai Peninsula and Saudi Arabia. — AP 
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RAMALLAH: Palestinian president Mahmud
Abbas has said there is an “urgent” need for a UN
resolution on Israeli settlements as he embarks
on a multi-country tour that may be among his
last chances to renew peace efforts. Speaking in
an interview with AFP, Abbas criticized what he
said was insufficient action from US President
Barack Obama’s administration while also firmly
backing a French initiative to hold an interna-
tional peace conference this summer.

Abbas spoke ahead of a tour beginning
Tuesday that will take him to Turkey, France,
Russia, Germany and New York, where the
Palestinians are discussing a UN draft resolution
condemning Israeli settlements in the occupied
West Bank. The trip comes with the clock ticking
for both the 81-year-old and the Obama admin-
istration, with speculation the US president
could change tack and support a resolution on

the peace process before he leaves office in
January. “The Security Council is a very impor-
tant subject because it has now become urgent
due to settlement activities and because Israel
has not stopped these activities,” Abbas said late
Monday at his office in Ramallah.

Settlement construction in the West Bank “is
something that has seriously jeopardized the
two-state project.” The United States has repeat-
edly vetoed resolutions opposed by Israel at the
UN Security Council, but the Palestinians are
hoping for a change of heart. “So far, we have
not got any reaction from the Americans regard-
ing the Security Council,” said Abbas. He criti-
cized US efforts so far. “We were expecting from
the US administration over the past eight years
that it would take positive steps forward to
achieve what America believes in, which is the
two-state vision,” he said. “Until now, it hasn’t

happened from the US administration.” Asked
whether he was disappointed, he said: “We do
not want to use this expression, but we are say-
ing that we were expecting a lot from the US
administration and it never happened.”

Doubts on compromise   
Abbas’ two-week tour starts with a summit of

the Organization of Islamic Cooperation in
Istanbul and ends in New York. It may be one of
the last chances at renewing peace efforts for the
successor to Yasser Arafat who has for years been
at the centre of attempts to resolve one of the
world’s longest-lasting conflicts. International
attention in recent years has however turned
elsewhere, with war raging in Syria and Islamic
State group jihadists carrying out attacks.

Within Israel and the Palestinian territories,
the chances of progress have rarely seemed so

far off, with both sides appearing reluctant to
make compromises. A US initiative collapsed in
April 2014 and peace efforts have since been at a
standstill. Palestinian militants and Israel fought
yet another war in the Gaza Strip later in 2014,
and a wave of Palestinian knife, gun and car-ram-
ming attacks erupted in October. Though there
has been a steady decline in the violence that
has killed more than 200 people, there are con-
cerns of another upsurge for the Jewish Passover
holiday beginning April 22.

Among the Palestinians themselves, recon-
ciliation efforts have been underway between
the Palestinian Authority dominated by
Abbas’s Fatah and the Islamist movement
Hamas, which runs the Gaza Strip, but with lit-
tle progress reported. For Abbas and the inter-
national community, Israel’s continued settle-
ment building in the West Bank is one area of

agreement. Such settlements are considered
illegal under international law and are seen as
major stumbling blocks to peace efforts since
they are built on land the Palestinians see as
part of their future state.

Will French plan stick?
Abbas said his trip will promote two main

projects, which he sees as complementary: a
UN resolution condemning the settlements and
the French peace initiative. Israel has criticized
the French plan to organize the international
peace conference, but without rejecting it out-
right. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has
spoken out against “international dictates” and
called for direct negotiations. The latest decla-
rations from both Netanyahu and Abbas that
they are ready to meet at any time have failed
to translate into action.  —  AFP 

Abbas embarks on a multi-country tour 
An ‘urgent’ need for UN resolution on Israeli settlements

BEIRUT: Syrian Kurds and their allies aim to finalize
plans within six months for an autonomous political
federation in northern Syria, pressing ahead despite
the objections of foreign governments which fear
Syria’s disintegration. While talks to end the five-year
conflict in Syria struggle, the plans are taking shape
independently of United Nations-led diplomacy and
creating facts on the ground in an area of the coun-
try known in Kurdish as Rojava.

But the goal of a federal administration where
Kurdish officials say other ethnic groups will have
autonomy and rights is encountering resistance,
notably from the United States, which backs the
main Kurdish militia militarily. Hadiya Yousef, a
Kurdish official leading efforts to build the new gov-
ernment, says it is time the West gave its full backing
to a plan she says is not aimed at Kurdish secession
but at helping to resolve the Syrian crisis. “We don’t
expect hostile parties to support this project, but we
hope Western states that have lived the experience
of unions and federalism to support this type of proj-
ect,” she told Reuters in an interview.

Kurdish groups have emerged as some of the best
organized in Syria since the eruption of the conflict in
2011. Their militia, the YPG, has carved out three areas
of northern Syria where regional governments have
already been set up. Yousef expects the new federal
government to grow into areas where Islamic State is
losing ground. The YPG has been a crucial partner for
the United States in its campaign against Islamic State
in Syria, and forms the backbone of the Syria

Democratic Forces alliance that is battling the jihadist
group across wide areas of the north.

But that has not been translated into political
support from the United States, whose policy is
shaped partly by Turkey’s concerns that rising
Kurdish influence in Syria is fuelling separatism
among its own Kurdish minority. When representa-
tives of the Kurdish-controlled north voted last
month to establish the self-run “federal democratic
system of Rojava”, Washington reiterated its opposi-
tion to “semi-autonomous zones inside Syria”. The
main Syrian Kurdish party, the PYD, has meanwhile
been left out of the UN-led peace talks, in line with
Turkey’s wishes.

Yousef, 43, said the decision to set up a federal
government was in large part driven by the expan-
sion of territories captured from Islamic State, includ-
ing Arab towns. “Now, after the liberation of many
areas, it requires us to go to a wider and more com-
prehensive system that can embrace all the develop-
ments in the area, that will also give rights to all the
groups to represent themselves and to form their
own administrations,” she added.

Jailed for Kurdish activism
Jailed for two years in Damascus prior to the war

on charges of being a member of a secret organiza-
tion aiming to break up Syria, Yousef today rejects any
notion Kurds are pursuing a separatist agenda, even
as they become more powerful. Kurds, the largest
non-Arab ethnic group in Syria, faced systematic dis-

crimination by the state until the 2011 uprising.
Kurdish minorities also exist in Iran and Iraq, where
Kurds have established a regional government in the
north. Yousef is co-chair of a 151-member council
including Kurds, Arabs, Turkmen, Assyrians and other
groups that will approve a new constitution known as
a “social contract”. Drafting will begin after consulta-
tive meetings at community level.

Such meetings have already been held in the
town of al-Shadadi, recently captured from Islamic
State, and Sarrin, a town just east of the Euphrates
river in Aleppo province seized from the jihadists last
year. “All the meetings are so far positive,” she said.
Though the details have yet to be agreed, Yousef said
a new government would have a legislative council
based in a yet-to-be-decided location. The constitu-
tion would also define the nature of the relationship
between the federation and the government of a
reformed, democratic Syria, she said.

“After the approval of the social contract, there will
be general elections in the area of democratic feder-
alism and the formation of a council elected by the
people,” said Yousef. Syria’s President Bashar al-Assad
and rebel groups fighting to topple him all reject
what they see as Kurdish separatism.  Assad’s govern-
ment said the vote last month to seek self-administra-
tion had no “legal value” because it did not represent
the will of all Syrians. Yousef said preparations over
the next six months would include public diplomacy
abroad to explain the plan, adding: “We will work as
hard as we can to be ready in six months.”  — Reuters

Syrian Kurds in six-month 
countdown to federalism

Federal zone expands as Islamic State loses ground

JERUSALEM: One of Jerusalem’s most pop-
ular Palestinian hummus joints, Lina, used
to serve about 100 Israeli diners a day - the
majority of its clientele. But after the out-
break of Israeli-Palestinian violence last fall,
the place saw business drop to about three
or four Israeli diners a day, and even many
Palestinians abandoned the landmark Old
City establishment. “It’s been hard,” said
Ghaleb Zahadeh, Lina’s manager. “It’s get-
ting better a little bit.” But not by much -
over the last two weeks, he said he served
about 10 Israeli customers a day, all of them
longtime regulars.

Although the seven-month wave of vio-
lence appears to be subsiding, many Arabs
and Jews still avoid each other’s areas. Fewer
Palestinians picnic in parks on the Jewish
side of town, and both groups are largely
avoiding trips to the Old City, home to
Jerusalem’s holy sites, where many attacks
have occurred. “People are still not leaving
their safe zones,” said researcher Marik Shtern
of the Jerusalem Institute for Israel Studies,
who recently conducted focus groups with
Israelis and Palestinians in the city. “The
geography of fear is still very dominant.”

Attacks ebbed
Overall, the atmosphere has improved

since the tense days of last fall. Posters adver-
tising pepper spray and self-defense classes

have been papered over with ads for con-
certs. Bars are abuzz. Some 25,000 runners
streamed through the city in last month’s
marathon. Police say Palestinian attacks in
Jerusalem have ebbed in recent weeks, and
city officials are trying to dispel fears that visi-
tors could fall victim to sudden stabbings in

the streets. “Jerusalem is one of the safest
cities in the world,” Mayor Nir Barkat recently
told reporters, citing a lower crime rate than
in New York or Chicago.

Those who appear to need the most con-
vincing are Israelis themselves. Many Israelis,
especially those from the cosmopolitan Tel

Aviv area, who used to take day or weekend
trips to explore Jerusalem’s historic sites and
culinary offerings, have been avoiding the
city, hotel and restaurant operators say. The
number of Israelis booking Jerusalem hotel
rooms has dropped by 10 to 20 percent since
the violence erupted in mid-September,
according to Omer Yaniv, another researcher
at the Jerusalem Institute for Israel Studies.

The city’s eateries have suffered losses of
up to 40 percent, according to the Jerusalem
Restaurants Association. Four landmark
restaurants - the French inspired Eldad
Vezehoo and Cavalier, Italian restaurant
Topoleone and the boisterous Georgian
restaurant Racha- closed down or relocated,
blaming their empty tables on diners’ fears.
“The attacks murdered us,” said Lily Ben
Shalom, the owner of Racha. Nearly every-
one who booked tables between October
and December canceled their reservations,
so she moved her restaurant to Tel Aviv. 

Hurting for Jerusalem
“I am hurting for Jerusalem,” she said.

Initially, the violence was connected to ten-
sions surrounding a sacred hilltop site known
as the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound to
Muslims and the Temple Mount to Jews.
Hundreds of nationalist Jewish activists visit-
ed the site on the eve of the Jewish New Year,
and Israel placed age restrictions on visits by

Muslims, sparking rumors among
Palestinians that Israel was planning to dis-
rupt the status quo that deems the site a
Muslim place of worship and prevents
Jewish prayer. Israel denied the accusations.
But there were Palestinian calls to defend the
site, sparking “lone wolf” attacks. Stabbings,
shootings and car-ramming attacks on Israeli
civilians and security forces in Jerusalem
spread to the West Bank and parts of Israel.
According to Israel’s Shin Bet security agency,
the majority of the attackers were young
Palestinians acting out of personal or finan-
cial distress, with only some motivated by
ideological reasons.

So far, Palestinian attacks have killed 28
Israelis and two Americans, and at least 188
Palestinians have been killed by Israeli fire.
Israel says most of the Palestinians killed
were attackers while the rest died in clashes
with Israeli security forces. Jewish activists
are again encouraging pilgrimages to the
holy site for Passover this month, raising fears
of renewed violence. Activist leader Yehuda
Glick, who survived a Palestinian attack and
was banned from visiting the site for a year
and a half, resumed visits last month despite
continued threats against him. “All it takes is
for someone to light a match,” said Hagai
Amnon Snir, the Israeli director of the
Jerusalem Intercultural Center, which pro-
motes co-existence. — AP 

HMEIMIM AIR BASE: Around a dozen Russian
warplanes stand on the tarmac at the
Hmeimim base inside government-held terri-
tory on Syria’s Mediterranean coast. Nearby the
giant radar of an S-400 air defense system-the
most modern in Russia’s arsenal-whirs non-
stop. A month ago Russian President Vladimir
Putin surprised the West by ordering the “main
part” of his forces to pull out-just as he had
when launching Moscow’s bombing campaign
in Syria around five months earlier to back up
ally Bashar Al-Assad.

After regime troops managed to claw back
key territory, Putin said Russia’s warplanes had
“on the whole” completed their task after fly-
ing some 9,000 bombing raids over Syria.
Since then Russian state media has shown a
string of fighter jets returning home to be
greeted by brass bands and much fanfare. On
the ground now at the Russian base in Syria-at
least during a tightly-controlled tour for jour-
nalists organized by the defense ministry in
Moscow-the situation appeared to have
changed strikingly. When an AFP correspon-
dent visited during an earlier press trip at the
height of the air campaign in December, the
deafening roar of jets taking off on bombing
runs was almost constant.

This time, no jets could be heard and the
number of aircraft stationed there had
dropped visibly.  “More than 20 planes have
been withdrawn-including Su-34 jets, Su-24
and all the Su-25s. Also helicopters have been
withdrawn-some Mi-8, Mi-24,” Russian military
spokesman Igor Konashenkov said during the
return flight to Moscow. “Less than half of the
aircraft we had have remained.”

Palmyra and Al-Qaryatain
The partial withdrawal, however, does not

mean that Moscow’s forces are not still heavily
involved in the fighting in Syria. Since the
Kremlin said it was scaling down its air pres-
ence in the country, regime forces-backed up
crucially by Russian firepower-have in fact
scored some of their most dramatic successes
in areas not covered by the February ceasefire.
On March 27 Syrian forces reclaimed the world
heritage site of Palmyra from the Islamic State

group and on April 4 they retook the jihadist
bastion of Al-Qaryatain.

Standing next to the gutted remains of a
former cultural centre that served as an IS
headquarters in the heart of devastated Al-
Qaryatain, Syrian army colonel Ezdasher
Mando said Russian air power had played a
key role in the town’s recapture. “The fighters
from (IS) had set up fortified positions all
around here,” he told journalists. “With the
help of Russian aviation the Syrian army and
militias could gradually get closer and closer.”
Russia’s military says its main role was using its
airpower to wipe out IS positions in the hills
around the towns and then blast convoys of
reinforcements as they tried to join the fight-
ing. They say attack helicopters-more suited to
backing up infantry operations on the ground-
played a key part but were limited mainly to
night time strikes due to their vulnerability
from the ground.

In terms of ground forces, the official narra-
tive remains that Russian artillery and troops
are not engaged directly in frontline fighting.
Moscow does admit that its advisors and spe-
cial operations forces on the ground played an
“essential” role in planning the operations and
guiding Russian airstrikes. In a rare move dur-
ing the operation to retake Palmyra, Moscow
announced one special ops soldier helping to
target Russia’s bombing was killed when he
called in an air strike on himself after being sur-
rounded by IS fighters.

‘Still enough forces’
Despite Russia appearing to scale down its

presence after a game-changing intervention
to shore up Assad’s crumbling forces, its mili-
tary role in Syria appears far from over. The situ-
ation remains intensely volatile with the cease-
fire frequently violated and peace talks making
little headway.  On Monday jihadists from Al-
Qaeda affiliate Al-Nusra and allied rebels
pressed offensives against regime troops in
Aleppo, Hama and Latakia provinces, a moni-
toring group said. In recent days Russia has
warned that Al-Nusra has taken over or sub-
sumed groups in areas around Aleppo and has
massed thousands of fighters. — AFP 

LATAKIA: Photo shows two Russian Sukhoi Su-25 bombers at the Russian
Hmeimim military base in Latakia province, in the northwest of Syria. Around
a dozen Russian warplanes stand on the tarmac at the Hmeimim base inside
government-held territory on Syria’s Mediterranean coast. — AFP

SIDON: A car bomb exploded yesterday in
Lebanon’s southern port city of Sidon, killing at
least one person identified as a Palestinian offi-
cial, a security source said. The source said the

blast killed Fathi Zeidan, who headed the
Fatah movement in the Miye Miye Palestinian
refugee camp near Sidon. “His identification
card was found near the car which exploded,

which was also his,” the source said, adding it
was unclear if Zeidan had been in the car at
the time. 

The army’s forensics unit arrived at the
scene of the blast and cleared away scorched
body parts lying near a car in flames, said an
AFP correspondent at the scene. More than
450,000 Palestinians are registered in Lebanon
with the UN agency for Palestinian refugees,
and most live in squalid conditions in 12 offi-
cial refugee camps.

The camps are administered by Palestinian
officials and security forces, rather than the
Lebanese authorities. In recent years, tensions
have risen between Palestinian president
Mahmud Abbas’s Fatah movement and the
Jund Al-Sham Islamist group, especially in the
Ain Al-Hilweh camp, which is also near Sidon.
The rival factions in Ain Al-Hilweh have clashed
several times in the past year, with each side
accusing each other of assassination attempts.
Ain Al-Hilweh has become the scene of score-
settling between several factions, and a breed-
ing ground for extremist groups that have
flourished on the back of the poverty afflicting
the camp. — AFP 

Car bomb kills Palestinian
official in Lebanon’s Sidon 

As attacks subside, Jerusalem tries to return to normal

Fewer jets on ground in Syria 
but Russia still key in fighting

JERUSALEM: A Jewish couple walks past a Palestinian man in the old
city in Jerusalem. After a months-long surge in Israeli-Palestinian vio-
lence, Jerusalem is struggling to return to its routine as Palestinian
attacks have subsided. — AP 

SIDON: A member of the Lebanese emergency services removes the body of Palestinian official
Fathi Zeidan from the scene of a bomb explosion in southern port city of Sidon yesterday. — AFP 



WASHINGTON: Advocates for two
African Americans on death row for mur-
der are seeking a reprieve for both men
on the grounds their trials were tainted
by racial bias, taking their campaigns all
the way to the US Supreme Court.
Amnesty International is waging a last-
ditch effort to secure a stay for Kenneth
Fults, 47, who is due to be executed by
lethal injection in the southeastern state
of Georgia for the murder of a
white woman 20 years ago.

Fults was sentenced to
death after pleading guilty to
shooting Cathy Bounds five
times in the back of the head.
But eight years later, an inves-
tigator working with his
lawyers spoke to a juror in the
case, Thomas Buffington,
aged 79 at the time, who used
a racial slur when referring to
Fults. “Once he pled guilty, I
knew I would vote for the
death penalty because that’s
what that nigger deserved,”
Buffington, who has since
died, told the lawyer under
oath. Georgia’s State Board for
Pardons and Paroles denied
an appeal for clemency filed
by Fults’ lawyers Monday
evening. In it, they highlight-
ed allegations of  racial bias
but also characterized him as
intellectually impaired and
the product of a violent, neg-
lectful childhood.

So his last resort is now
intervention by the Supreme
Court, which rejected a previ-
ous appeal by his lawyers’ last
year. His lawyers have asked
the court to take up the case
again. The Fults case has
drawn relatively little media
attention in the United States-
partly because the allegations
of bias surfaced long after the
trial. But on April 22 the
Supreme Court rules on
whether to take up a much
higher-profile case-that of
Duane Buck-which involves
similar allegations of racial bias
in the trial process. Buck was
sentenced to die in Texas in
1997 for shooting dead his ex-
girlfriend and a friend, in front
of her children. His attorneys
do not dispute his conviction
for the double murder, but
they argue that racial consider-
ations entered into his sen-
tencing, infringing his rights
under the US Constitution
which guarantees the right to
an impartial jury.

‘Profound impact’   
During the 1997 hearing,

psychologist Walter Quijano
testified that blacks pose a
greater risk of “future danger-
ousness” than whites. Under
Texas law, a person can be
sentenced to death only if
shown to pose a danger to
society and the prosecutor cit-
ed this testimony in asking for
capital punishment. 

“This was a case that did
not have an enormous
amount of evidence speaking
to the question of future dan-
gerousness,” said Christina
Swarns, litigation director at
the legal defense fund of the
National Association for the
Advancement of Colored
People. 

“Mr Buck did not have pri-
or convictions for violence, so
having this expert in the field
saying that because of his
race he was going to be dan-
gerous in the future, it clearly
had a very profound impact
on the jury.” The Supreme
Court has intervened once
before in Buck’s case, granting
a stay hours before his sched-
uled execution in September
2011. At the time, several of
the justices qualified as
“bizarre and objectionable”
the testimony of the psychol-
ogist, but the court stopped
short of agreeing to review
the case.

Procedural error
The Court’s decision this month

whether or not to take up the now-
emblematic case comes as the vacancy
left by the death of one of its nine jus-
tices, Antonin Scalia, has created a likeli-
hood of split 4-4 rulings. 

Both the New York Times and the
Los Angeles Times have now published
editorials calling for Buck to be grant-

ed a new trial. “A man was sentenced
to death at least in part because of his
race-a violation of his constitutional
rights,” wrote the Los Angeles Times in
urging the Supreme Court to grant
him a hearing. Both papers highlight-
ed the fact that other men sentenced
to die in cases involving testimony by
the same psychologist were granted
fresh hearings. —AFP

SALT LAKE CITY: A federal appeals
court has upheld Utah’s ban on
polygamy, dealing a legal blow to TV’s
“Sister Wives” in a ruling that sides with
prosecutors who said they need the ban
to go after polygamists like imprisoned
leader Warren Jeffs. While some said
Monday’s decision could help in the
prosecution of crimes like underage
marriage and sexual assault, others wor-
ried it could send otherwise law-abiding
plural families back into hiding and
make such investigations harder.

The 10th US Circuit Court of Appeals
dismissed a 2013 ruling that struck
down key parts of Utah’s law against
bigamy, or holding multiple marriage
licenses. US District Judge Clark
Waddoups had found the state violated
polygamists’ right to privacy and reli-
gious freedom. The three-judge panel
ruled that Waddoups should not have
considered a lawsuit from Kody Brown
and his four wives because they were
never charged with a crime and there
was little chance they would be.

The decision brings back a rule for-
bidding married people from living with
a second purported “spouse,” making
Utah’s law stricter than those in every
other state and creating a threat of

arrest for plural families. Like most
polygamous families in Utah, Brown is
legally married to one wife and “spiritu-
ally married” to the others. State author-
ities have long said they don’t go after

polygamists who otherwise follow the
law, and they reiterated that stance after
the ruling. Officials wanted the clause
kept on the books to help in criminal
cases related to polygamy. “We want
them to come out of any shadows to
report crimes,” Utah Attorney General
Sean Reyes said.

Prosecutors pointed to Jeffs, the
polygamous sect leader convicted of
assaulting girls he considered wives.
Authorities have recently cracked down
on his sect on the Utah-Arizona border,
charging leaders in a multimillion-dollar
food stamp fraud scheme. A jury in
Phoenix also found the towns denied
nonbelievers basic services such as
police protection. The Browns have nev-
er belonged to Jeffs’ group, and lump-
ing in good, honest polygamist families
with him isn’t fair, said Brady Williams,
who has five wives.  “We’re only guilty of
trying to love a different way than the
norm,” he said. “They are marginalizing a
minority class in the United States.
That’s unconstitutional.” 

The Browns will appeal the ruling,
either asking the 10th Circuit to recon-
sider or taking the case to the US
Supreme Court, said their lawyer,
Jonathan Turley. — AP
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BRASÕLIA: A congressional committee has
recommended the impeachment of
Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff, setting
the stage for a crucial vote in the lower
house to decide whether she should face
trial. The committee voted 38 to 27 in favor
of Rousseff’s ouster. Both sides yelled slo-
gans and waved placards as the vote was
completed after hours of bad-tempered
debate that often descended into shouting
matches, reflecting Brazil’s increasingly bit-
ter divisions.

The decision was non-binding. However,
it was symbolically important as a preview
of the decisive battle in the full lower cham-
ber expected Sunday or the following
Monday. “It was a victory for the Brazilian
people,” said opposition deputy Jovair
Arantes, predicting that the result would
carry with “strong” pro-impeachment
momentum into the full chamber’s vote. In
the Chamber of Deputies, a two-thirds
majority would send Rousseff’s case to the
Senate, which would then have the power

to put her on trial and ultimately drive her
from office. Anything less would torpedo
the procedure. Rousseff, accused of fiddling
accounts to mask the dire state of the gov-
ernment budget during her 2014 re-elec-
tion, is fighting desperately to secure
enough anti-impeachment votes or per-
suade deputies to abstain. The latest survey
of the 513 deputies in the lower house by
Estadao daily on Monday showed 298 in
favor, still short of the 342 needed to carry
the motion. The count showed 119 oppos-
ing impeachment, with 172 required to
impose a defeat.

That left the result in the hands of the 96
deputies still undecided or not stating a posi-
tion. Pro-government deputy Silvio Costa said
he was confident. “The opposition is very
arrogant” after Monday’s committee victory,
he said. With Latin America’s biggest country
gripped by recession, political paralysis and a
vast corruption scandal, passions on both
sides are intense. A barricade was erected
along the Esplanade of Ministries in the capi-

tal Brasilia to separate opposing protesters
that police expect could number as many as
300,000 during the lower house vote.  More
than 4,000 police and firefighters will be on
duty, G1 news site reported, and security
Monday was stepped up at Congress, with
heavy restrictions on access to the building.

Rival practices takeover?   
If the case is taken up by the Senate after

being confirmed by the lower house,
Rousseff would have to step down for up to
180 days while a trial is held. Her vice presi-
dent, Michel Temer, who has gone over to
the opposition, would take the reins. Temer
would also remain president if a two-thirds
majority in the Senate votes to depose
Rousseff. Some in the opposition have
declared Rousseff politically dead ever since
Temer’s PMDB party, the largest in Brazil,
quit her ruling coalition and joined the pro-
impeachment ranks last month.

However, Rousseff, who was tortured
under Brazil’s military dictatorship, has fought

back, helped by ally and former president
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, who is overseeing
frantic negotiations to build an impeach-
ment-proof coalition. Rousseff has rock-bot-
tom popularity ratings but as the moment of
truth approaches, it has emerged that
Brazilians are not much keener on her would-
be replacement Temer.

A poll by the respected Datafolha institute
on Saturday showed that 61 percent of
Brazilians support impeachment, down from
68 percent in mid-March. However, 58 per-
cent also said they would like to see Temer
impeached. Controversy erupted Monday
with the release-said by Temer’s office to have
been accidental-of a recording in which he
practices the speech he’d give if he took over
from Rousseff. Temer adopts a presidential
tone, calling for “unification of the country.”
Rousseff’s Workers’ Party called the premature
speech evidence of “a brazen coup plot.”

Lula questions
Several factors could still turn events on

their head in this week’s countdown to the
lower house vote. One is the Operation Car
Wash probe that has revealed a giant cor-
ruption network based around state oil
company Petrobras.  A Who’s Who of
Brazilian executives and high-ranking
politicians, including many linked closely to
Rousseff and Lula, have been prosecuted or
investigated.  Lula himself has been
charged with money laundering.

The government says that the probe has
become a political tool to boost the
impeachment drive and Rousseff loyalists
fear explosive new revelations before the
vote. Another wild card is Lula. An attempt
to name him to the government was
blocked in the Supreme Court after accusa-
tions that he and Rousseff were conspiring
to win him ministerial immunity from the
Car Wash prosecutors. The Supreme Court is
due to rule in the near future on whether he
can formally enter government and the deci-
sion would be sure to make waves-as would
new charges or legal action. — AFP 

Brazil impeachment committee backs ousting Rousseff

An evidence of ‘a brazen coup plot’: Workers’ Party

Court upholds polygamy 

ban in ‘Sister Wives’ case

UTAH: Brady Williams testifies dur-
ing a hearing, in Salt Lake City. A US
Appeals Court on Monday, April 11,
2016, dismissed a landmark deci-
sion that decriminalized polygamy
in Utah, marking a legal defeat for
the family from the reality TV show
“Sister Wives.”— AP 

Race issues, death penalty in US spotlight
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REYKJAVIK: Cabinet ministers, bankers
and CEOs: the offshore companies at the
heart of the leaked Panama Papers have
drawn large numbers of Iceland’s elite into
a scandal that has already brought down
the country’s premier. The documents from
the Panama-based law firm Mossack
Fonseca, obtained by the International
Consortium of Investigative Journalists
(ICIJ), revealed just how many Icelanders
had holdings hidden away in tax havens.
That number is astounding: some 600
Icelanders are named in the documents, in
a country of just 320,000. 

That’s the highest per capita number
for any country, according to Johannes
Kristjansson, an independent Icelandic
journalist who worked with the
Consortium. In the streets of Reykjavik,
people are disgusted. “It’s a small clique,
and even after the 2008 (financial) crisis

they wouldn’t let go. It just confirms that
money made during the boom years didn’t
disappear into thin air,” a 50-year-old resi-
dent, Kolbrun Elfa Sigurdardottir said.
“Who are the people who benefited from
this system? We all want to know,” asked
Alli Thor Olafsson, 32.

The offshore companies are part of the
legacy from the euphoria that was ram-
pant in Iceland’s financial sector in the ear-
ly 2000s when the country’s banks bor-
rowed beyond their means to fund aggres-
sive investments abroad, ultimately caus-
ing the 2008 collapse of the three main
banks. According to Sigrun Davidsdottir, a
journalist at public television RUV who has
been investigating offshore holdings since
the 2008 crisis, Iceland’s financial advisors
were quick to suggest to all and sundry
that their money should be placed off-
shore. “During the heady years up to 2008,

a source said to me that you just weren’t
anyone unless you owned an offshore
company,” she wrote on her blog.

Bad rap for Tortola
By now, the best-known case is that of

ousted prime minister Sigmundur David
Gunnlaugsson. In 2007, his then-future
wife, Anna Sigurlaug Palsdottir, placed her
inheritance from her wealthy businessman
father in an offshore tax haven, the British
Virgin Islands, via the Credit Suisse bank.
Gunnlaugsson owned 50 percent of the
offshore company, named Wintris, a fact he
neglected to disclose as required in April
2009 when he was elected to parliament.
He resigned last week after massive public
protests.

Offshore accounts were so well-known
in Iceland that the expression “Tortola
company”-referring to the most populated

island in the British Virgin Islands-had been
widespread in Icelandic media, though not
the extent to which they were used and by
whom. Gunnlaugsson was definitely not
the only government official to own an off-
shore company. Finance Minister Bjarni
Benediktsson owns a company in the
Seychelles, while Interior Minister Olof
Nordal has one in Panama. 

Both have so far managed to hold onto
their cabinet posts despite the scandal. A
former central bank governor and ex-
industry minister, Finnur Ingolfsson, the
head of pharmaceutical group Alvogen,
Robert Wessman, as well as journalist
Eggert Skulason of the daily DV are all
known to be on the Panama Papers list of
offshore account holders. Ingolfsson and
Skulason claim they were unaware of their
accounts, insisting their affairs were man-
aged by the Luxembourg branch of the

Icelandic bank Landsbanki. The subsidiary
has already fallen into disrepute after more
than 110 wealthy clients, including the
French singer Enrico Macias, accused it of
fraud. All of the Icelanders identified as off-
shore account holders deny any attempts at
tax evasion, insisting they diligently paid
their taxes in Iceland. 

“It’s clear that it’s legal,” the country’s new
Prime Minister, Sigurdur Ingi Johannsson,
said in an interview published Monday in
daily Morgunbladid. He nonetheless sug-
gested the possibility of barring Icelanders
from placing their money in tax havens. The
country’s tax authority admitted meanwhile
it was unable to ensure that all income was
declared in Iceland. “There can be problems
obtaining (data from tax havens) and in
some cases it is even impossible,” acknowl-
edged the agency’s head Bryndis
Kristjansdottir. — AFP 

Iceland shocked by elite’s love of offshore holdings

LONDON: The rush of revelations about British
politicians’ finances this week prompted by the
Panama Papers leak marks a shift from tradition-
al deference to Scandinavian-style openness,
commentators say. Prime Minister David
Cameron led the way by releasing a summary of
his taxes for the past six years on Sunday and he
told parliament that British leaders or “potential
prime ministers” should do the same. Finance
Minister George Osborne and London mayor
Boris Johnson, both seen as possible successors
to Cameron, quickly followed suit on Monday,
along with main opposition Labour Party leader
Jeremy Corbyn.

“Welcome to real democracy... Disclose or
die,” warned Matthew Parris, a former MP from
Cameron’s Conservative Party and columnist for
the Times newspaper. “Times are changing. An
era is upon us when trust and deference are
gone,” he said, foreseeing a time when all MPs
will have to publish their tax details. “Tax is the
new sex,” Parris added-a reference to the fre-
quent sex scandals beloved of British tabloids
that shook up the political world in the 1990s.
British MPs currently have to declare a range of
financial interests to parliament every year but
only if these could affect their political choices.
They are not obliged to go into great detail on
the amounts and only have to reveal sharehold-
ings above £70,000 (87,000 euros, $100,000).

Loss of trust   
Conservative lawmaker Jacob Rees-Mogg

moaned it was “a pity that we have lost privacy”
and said he expected that he too would soon
have to publish his own tax return. “It’s very clear

that all MPs within a year or two will be publish-
ing their returns and I’m not going to be the one
holding out against that,” he said in an interview
with the BBC. “To some extent it is politicians’
fault because we lost the trust of the public over
the expenses affair.” Revelations about expenses
claimed by lawmakers caused a major scandal in
2009 and resulted in five members of the lower
House of Commons and two members of the
upper House of Lords going to jail for fraud.

Experts said the immediate political fallout
from the current scandal would not be anything
as serious and the calls from campaigners and
some Labor MPs for Cameron to resign were
unlikely to succeed. “It looks for the moment
that David Cameron probably has drawn a line
here and the story will now move on to the gen-
eral issue of how much people earn, how much

he earns, how much other Conservatives earn
and whether that somehow needs to be taxed
more,” London School of Economics professor
Tony Travers said.

‘Frenzy’ on taxes
Cameron’s image has, however, taken a beat-

ing from the delay in revealing that he held
shares in his late father’s offshore fund and
received money from his parents that may have
skirted inheritance tax. In the eyes of many
observers, the disclosures have reinforced an
image of Cameron and his inner circle as a rich
Conservative elite governing for the rich. The
left-leaning Daily Mirror tabloid yesterday called
the revelations by pro-austerity Cameron and
Osborne “grotesque” and ran a front-page story
pointing out that Osborne personally benefited
from a tax cut for the wealthy that he himself
enacted. “We are not and never were ‘all in it
together’ as this wealthy pair pretended,” it said
in an editorial.

The Guardian said Cameron “will find it hard-
er to shake off the sense that he embodies a
privileged class who benefit most from offshore
tax regimes”. The Financial Times pointed to the
full  transparency in Norway, Sweden and
Finland but warned about the current “frenzy”
surrounding British politicians’ tax affairs and
called for “a sense of proportion”. William Hague,
a former Conservative leader, said it would now
be “very difficult” to resist disclosure. “We live in
an age where digital technology and a lack of
trust in government, internationally, come
together to demand greater transparency all
the time,” he said. — AFP 

Panama scandal forces 

UK to open up on taxes
A shift to Scandinavian-style openness

LONDON: Prime Minister David Cameron
speaks at the Conservative party’s spring
forum in central London. — AP 

KIEV: A man with a Reaper holds a scythe reading “Petro, Arseniy and Volodymyr go”
(referring to Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, Prime Minister Arseniy
Yatsenyuk and speaker of the parliament Volodymyr Groysman) during a protest in
front of the parliament’s building in Kiev. — AFP 

KIEV: Ukraine’s parliament was weighing yes-
terday whether to approve the resignation of
embattled Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk
as furious backroom talks raged about the
makeup of a new pro-EU government. The
volatile political situation in the former Soviet
republic took a new twist when the man
tipped to replace Yatsenyuk-condemned by
President Petro Poroshenko for losing the
public’s trust-appeared to balk at his new
assignment.  

Yatsenyuk’s days had seemed numbered
since he survived a no-confidence vote last
month that fractured the pro-Western coali-
tion formed after a February 2014 revolution
forced the ouster of Moscow-backed presi-
dent Viktor Yanukovych.  The 41-year-old pre-
mier joined the protests and made passionate
pro-EU speeches during those turbulent days
that changed the course of the country.  But
his party’s approval ratings have slipped to
around two percent due to a sense that he
done little to overcome corruption or break
the stranglehold on politics enjoyed by a
handful of tycoons during Yanukovych’s four
years in office.

Yatsenyuk announced on Sunday he was
quitting the post he had held since February
2014 — a 26-month span during which the
economy imploded and a pro-Russian insur-
gency that has claimed nearly 9,200 lives
broke out in the separatist east. Poroshenko’s
party had nominated parliament speaker
Volodymyr Groysman to the premiership after
deciding that the man known as a coalition-
builder could win broad support. The 38-year-
old Poroshenko protege had seemed ready to
take on the assignment on Monday afternoon.

“I am good for it. I am able to work 24
hours a day,” Groysman told reporters.  But
two lawmakers said Groysman had decided
to turn down the job when the president’s
party met on Monday evening to determine
who should join the new team. They said
Groysman refused to work with several of the
figures named because they did not repre-
sent his reformist agenda or commitment to

austerity measures prescribed by the IMF
under its $17.5-billion (15.4-billion-euro) eco-
nomic rescue loan. Release of new
International Monetary Fund funds is not
expected until Ukraine forms a stable new
government that follows through on the belt-
tightening pledges made when Yatsenyuk
helped craft the deal in March 2014.

Poroshenko taking ‘full control’ 
Poroshenko convened his party yesterday

in a seemingly-successful bid to smooth over
the differences and persuade Groysman to
push ahead with his premiership candidacy.
“ This will  be a government in which
Groysman will have substantial influence but
not enjoy complete control,” presidential par-
ty member Sergiy Leshchenko told reporters.
But it was not clear whether Groysman’s
appointment would be voted yesterday or
whether he could secure the required majori-
ty of votes in the fractured chamber. Some
analysts have expressed concern that
Groysman’s premiership would concentrate
political power with the president and his
inner circle. “Poroshenko is about to take full
control of the government, but he is also nar-
rowing his power base,” Anders Aslund of the
US-based Atlantic Council international affairs
institute wrote in a report. “Groysman is clear-
ly subordinate to Poroshenko.”

Economists are also worried that
Groysman’s appointment could see Finance
Minister Natalie Jaresko quit or be forced out.
The US-born former State Department worker
and private banker has been widely praised
by the West for being able to pull together a
crucial debt restructuring deal in August
2015.But some analysts said Jaresko would
not want to serve under Groysman after she
herself had  volunteered for the premiership
post. Poroshenko party member Mustafa
Nayyem tweeted yesterday that Jaresko’s
place would be taken by Oleksandr Danylyuk-
the president’s current representative in the
cabinet.  Jaresko has made no public com-
ments about the speculation. — AFP 

Ukraine’s parliament weighs 

major government overhaul

PARIS: The Catholic Church in France
was to unveil steps against pedophilia
yesterday following a scandal over an
archbishop accused of covering up for a
priest who has admitted abusing boys.
The episcopate is to announce the meas-
ures after a meeting of its executive body
with a source close to the case telling
AFP that there would be “concrete
announcements, measures that are
aimed at improving the consideration” of
pedophile cases. 

The case of Archbishop of Lyon
Philippe Barbarin has re-opened the
debate about pedophilia in the Church in
France. Barbarin is the focus of two inves-
tigations on suspicion of promoting
Bernard Preynat, a priest who has admit-
ted sexually abusing scouts he was
supervising in the Lyon area of central
France more than 25 years ago.

Preynat was charged in January after
confessing he had abused children. A
group of victims has criticized Barbarin
for failing to report Preynat to the
authorities, even though he was made
aware of the allegations against him in
2007. The diocese did not remove him
from ministry until 2015. 

Since the Preynat case has come to
light, other allegations of sexual abuse by
priests in the Lyon diocese have
emerged. Barbarian, one of the highest-
profile figures in the French Church, said

last month he had “never covered up
paedophilia”.

‘We must cooperate’ 
Under increasing pressure, he has

asked for “forgiveness” for what he called
Preynat’s “abominable crimes”, but he still
retains the support of the Vatican. It is
the worst scandal to hit the Catholic
Church in France since a bishop was con-
victed in 2001 for failing to report abuse.
Another bishop came under attack last
week when he refused to describe pae-
dophilia as a “sin”.  

Stanislas Lalanne, the bishop of
Pontoise outside Paris, later tried to clari-
fy his position, saying “paedophilia, in
every case, is objectively serious”.  

The president of the French bishops
conference, Georges Pontier, wrote in Le
Monde newspaper yesterday: “We under-
stand better the depth of the hurt inflict-
ed and we have not always done a good
job of managing the cases in the best
way.  “We must cooperate fully with the
judicial authorities and we must listen to
the victims in an open and caring way.”
The Catholic Church has been rocked by
sexual abuse scandals in recent years,
especially in Ireland, the United States
and Mexico. Pope Francis has said deal-
ing with abuse is vital for the Church’s
credibility and that perpetrators must
face “sanctions”. —AFP 

France’s Catholic to toughen 

fight against pedophile priests

LIBREVILLE: The number of children used by
Nigeria’s Boko Haram to stage suicide bombings
has risen more than 10-fold in one of the most
“horrific” aspects of the Islamist insurgency, the
United Nations said yesterday. Experts said the
group, which has been weakened by a multination-
al military offensive, is now trying to spread terror
by using children for attacks in crowded markets,
mosques and even camps for people fleeing Boko
Haram violence. This has had disastrous conse-
quences for children, especially girls, who had sur-
vived captivity and sexual violence by Boko Haram,
said a report by UN children’s agency UNICEF. “The
number of children involved in ‘suicide’ attacks in
Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad and Niger has risen
sharply over the past year, from four in 2014 to 44
in 2015,” UNICEF said.

More than 75 percent of the children involved
in such attacks are girls, it added. “Let us be clear:
these children are victims, not perpetrators,” said
Manuel Fontaine, UNICEF regional director for west
and central Africa. “Deceiving children and forcing
them to carry out deadly acts has been one of the
most horrific aspects of the violence in Nigeria and
in neighboring countries,” he said. The report was
released two years after Boko Haram kidnapped
276 teenagers in the dead of night from the small
town of Chibok in northern Nigeria. A total of 219
students are still missing.

Disturbing trends
The report, entitled “Beyond Chibok”, said

alarming trends have surfaced after Boko Haram
started attacking countries neighboring Nigeria.
“Between January 2014 and February 2016,
Cameroon recorded the highest number of suicide
attacks involving children (21), followed by Nigeria
(17) and Chad (two),” it said. During the same peri-
od, nearly one in five suicide bombers was a child
and three quarters of them were girls. Last year,
children were used in one out of every two attacks
in Cameroon, one out of eight in Chad, and one out
of seven in Nigeria. UNICEF said the number of
Boko Haram suicide bombings had increased from
32 in 2014 to 151 last year. “The calculated use of
children who may have been coerced into carrying
bombs, has created an atmosphere of fear and sus-
picion that has devastating consequences” for
them, it said. “As ‘suicide’ attacks involving children
become commonplace, some communities are
starting to see children as threats to their safety,”
said Fontaine. “This suspicion towards children can
have destructive consequences; how can a com-
munity rebuild itself when it is casting out its own
sisters, daughters and mothers?” he said.

An estimated 20,000 people have been killed
since Boko Haram launched its campaign of vio-
lence in 2009 to carve out a hardline Islamic state
in northeast Nigeria. More than 2.6 million people
have fled their homes since, but some of the inter-
nally displaced have recently begun returning after
the Nigerian military captured swathes of territory
back from the insurgents. —AFP

Alarming rise in child suicide 

bombers used by Boko Haram

MINAWAO, Cameroon: A handout photo shows fifteen-year-old Nigerian refugee Fati (not her
real name) walking with her mother while carrying her sister at the Minawao refugee camp in
Northern Cameroon. Fati was abducted by Boko Haram and given to a man and forced to be
his wife during her four months in captivity.  —  AFP 

BRUSSELS: Belgium has charged two new sus-
pects over last month’s deadly Brussels airport
and metro attacks, as police pursue the investi-
gation “night and day”, the federal prosecutor’s
office said yesterday. A statement said Smail F
and Ibrahim F were “charged with participation
in the activities of a terrorist group, terrorist
murders and attempts to commit terrorist mur-
ders, as a perpetrator, co-perpetrator or accom-
plice.” The prosecutor said there were “indica-
tions” the two men could be linked to the rental
of an address in the Etterbeek district of Brussels
which was raided last week.

At the time, police said they found nothing
of interest there but reports suggested that two
men-including Khalid El Bakraoui, who later
blew himself up in the Maalbeek metro station-
may have stayed or used the address. The sec-
ond man, later identified as Swedish national
Osama Krayem, was seen on CCTV with Khalid
at a nearby metro station on March 22, appar-
ently also carrying a rucksack bomb. Khalid then
got on the metro, travelling to Maalbeek station
near the European Union headquarters district
in Brussels. Krayem was arrested last week and
charged with terror offences.

The federal prosecutor gave no further
details in yesterday’s statement about Smail F
and Ibrahim F, citing the need for secrecy “in the
current state of the investigation which is con-
tinuing actively, day and night.” The airport and

metro bombings killed 32 people in Belgium’s
worst terror attack which was claimed, like the
attacks in Paris in November, by the Islamic
State (IS) group. — AFP

Belgium charges two new 

Brussels attacks suspects

In this Belgian Federal Police hand out pic-
ture, the third suspect of the recent attack on
Brussels airport is shown during his escape
from the airport after the blasts. — AP 
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BHUBANESWAR: Indian devotees roll on sand as they offer prayers to the Hindu God Shiva during a ritual as part of The Danda Festival which
coincides with The Oriya New Year in the village of Mendhasala Village yesterday. Devotees inflict physical pain on themselves as they perform
rituals of penance to appease Shiva, the Hindu God of destruction during the Danda festival, or the festival of self-punishment. — AFP 

Hindu temple ban on some

women is ‘unacceptable’:

India Supreme Court 

NEW DELHI: India’s crucial monsoon
rains are expected to be above average
in 2016, the weather office said yester-
day, easing fears over farm and economic
growth after two straight droughts hit
rural incomes and agricultural output.
Rains in 2016 would be 106 percent of
the long-term average, Laxman Singh
Rathore, chief of the India Meteorological
Department, told a news conference.

Rathore said the monsoon rains could
be above average as El Nino - a warming

of the eastern Pacific Ocean that can lead
to dry spells in South Asia - is fading and
giving way to La Nina in which the same
waters cool. 

The July-to-September monsoon
delivers 70 percent of India’s annual rain-
fall. It is critical for the country’s 263 mil-
lion farmers and their rice, cane, corn,
cotton and soybean crops, as nearly half
of its farmland lacks irrigation. Bumper
rains can spur farm and economic
growth and boost rural demand for gold,

cars, motorcycles, refrigerators and fertil-
izer. Two-thirds of India’s population
depends on farming for its livelihood.

Plentiful rains could also encourage
the Reserve Bank of India to cut interest
rates after the central bank this month
eased its repo rate by 25 basis points to
its lowest in more than five years. “If
indeed we end up having a better-than-
normal monsoon, and spatial distribu-
tion of monsoon and production indica-
tors point to a normal year, then the RBI’s

comfort for another rate cut will
increase,” said Gaurav Kapur, senior econ-
omist at Royal Bank of Scotland in
Mumbai. A normal or average monsoon
means rainfall between 96 percent and
104 percent of a 50-year average of 89
cm during the four-month season from
June, the weather office says.

Two straight years of drought in India
- for only the fourth time in over a centu-
ry - have sparked anger among farmers
against Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

They blame his government for being
slow in reaching out to them after
drought ravaged their crops in 2014 and
2015, making a mockery of his election
promise that they would make a 50 per-
cent profit on their cost of cultivation.
The farm vote will be critical in determin-
ing the fortunes of Modi’s nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) when the big
rural states of Uttar Pradesh and Punjab
go to the polls in the first half of next
year. — Reuters

India monsoon rains seen ‘above average’ 

NEW DELHI: India and the United States have
agreed in principle to share military logistics, the
countries’ defense ministers said yesterday, as both
sides seek to counter the growing maritime
assertiveness of China. Washington has for years
urged New Delhi to sign a Logistics Support
Agreement that allows the two militaries to use
each other’s land, air and naval bases for resup-
plies, repair and rest. 

India has had concerns that a logistics agree-
ment would commit it to hosting US troops at its
bases, or draw it into a military alliance with the
United States and undermine its traditional auton-
omy. But after years of delays, the two sides said an
agreement was in hand, although not yet ready for

signing. “We have agreed in principle that all the
issues are resolved,” US Defense Secretary Ashton
Carter told reporters in New Delhi after talks with
his Indian counterpart, Manohar Parrikar.

The two sides would finalize the text of an
agreement in coming weeks, Carter said. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s administration, faced
with an assertive China expanding its influence in
the South China Sea and into the Indian Ocean, has
signaled its desire to draw closer to the United
States. China is also a close ally of India’s arch rival,
Pakistan. Modi is also keen to access US technology
for his “Make in India” plans to build a domestic
industrial base and cut expensive arms imports.
The US military has made clear it wants to do more

with India, especially in countering China. Carter is
on his second visit to India in less than a year,
aimed at cementing defense cooperation in the
final months of Barack Obama’s presidency.

Washington’s desire for deeper security coopera-
tion with India has been tricky without the signing of
the logistics agreement, as well as two other pacts
that would allow for secure communications and the
exchange of nautical and other data. The agree-
ments are considered routine between the United
States and its other defense partners. Reaching the
logistics agreement would make it easier to conclude
the other two pacts, a senior US defense official said.
“There’s increasing recognition on the Indian side
that there’s real mutual benefits to doing them, so I
do think that the prospects are good,” the official
said, on condition of anonymity. Carter said the two
countries would also soon conclude an agreement
on exchanging information on commercial shipping.

Collaboration on carrier
He said the two countries were also advancing

collaboration in aircraft carrier design and technol-
ogy, potentially the biggest joint project since they
launched a Defense Technology and Trade
Initiative (DTTI) in 2012. India, which operates a re-
tooled Russian-built carrier, plans to build its
biggest indigenous carrier, for which is it looking at
US technology to launch heavier aircraft. “We have
decided to take forward discussions under DTTI
more aggressively on key areas such as jet engine
technology. We will also continue our very useful
and productive discussions on cooperation ... on
aircraft carriers,” Parrikar said. India is concerned
about China’s growing presence in the Indian
Ocean, traditionally New Delhi’s backyard, and it
said yesterday that it had agreed with the United
States to launch discussions between the countries’
two navies on anti-submarine warfare and subma-
rine safety. — Reuters

India, US deepen defense 

ties ‘with eye on China’
Preliminary agreement on sharing military logistics 

NEW DELHI: US Defense Secretary Ashton Carter meets with Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in New Delhi. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: Indian temples that deny or
restrict women’s entry undermine the fight
for gender equality and have no constitution-
al right to do so, the Supreme Court said, in
the latest boost for women demanding equal
access to places of worship. India’s highest
court told the board which manages the pop-
ular Sabarimala Ayyappa Hindu temple in the
southern state of Kerala to explain why it
bans women. 

“What right does the temple have to for-
bid women from entering any part of the
temple? Can you deny a woman her right to
climb Mount Everest? The reasons for ban-
ning anything must be common for all,”
Justice Dipak Misra, head of a three-judge
bench, said on Monday. “Gender discrimina-
tion in such a matter is unacceptable,” he said,
adding that the temple’s arguments must be
based on the nation’s constitution.

The struggle for equal access to places of
worship in India has triggered a wider debate
on women’s rights in the country, with the
hashtag #RightoPray trending on Twitter. The
Sabarimala temple is one of a few in India
which bars entry to females aged between 10
and 50 years old, saying that menstruating
women are impure. Discrimination against
menstruating women is common in some
parts of South Asia, where they are forbidden
from entering houses or temples and taking

part in festivals and community events.
“Banning on the basis of age is not prac-

ticed in the Hindu religion,” Ravi Prakash
Gupta, of the Indian Young Lawyers’
Association which launched the petition
against Sabarimala temple, told the Thomson
Reuters Foundation. 

The lawyers’ association said it had
received death threats over the petition. The
Supreme Court comments came days after
the Shani Shignapur temple in western
Maharashtra state opened its inner sanctum
to women following a Mumbai court ruling
that it was the fundamental right of women
to enter any place of worship that allows men
access, and that the state should protect this
right.

The Mahalaxmi temple, also in Maharashtra
state, followed suit on Monday and allowed
women entry. In a separate case, two Muslim
women are demanding access to a landmark
mosque in Mumbai. 

Sabarimala temple authorities have said
the ban on women is rooted in a centuries-old
tradition and is essential to the rites related to
the temple’s chief deity, Ayyappan. “You can’t
look at the issue from the angle of worshippers
alone. It has to be seen from the point of the
God being worshipped, a celibate,” senior
counsel KK Venugopal told the court. The next
hearing is on April 13. — Reuters 

TAEZ: A Yemeni fighter loyal to the country’s exiled president walks past a tank on a
road in the southwestern city of Taez. — AFP 

DHAKA: Bangladeshi police said yesterday they sus-
pect a domestic Islamist militant group of being
behind the brutal murder of a secular activist in
Dhaka, days after a branch of Al-Qaeda claimed
responsibility. Nazimuddin Samad, a law student

who criticized Islamism in Facebook posts, was killed
last week near his university in the capital by attack-
ers carrying machetes, the latest in a string of deadly
assaults on secular activists. Ansar Al-Islam, a
Bangladesh branch of Al-Qaeda in the Indian

Subcontinent (AQIS), said on Friday it was behind the
26-year-old’s murder, according to the US monitoring
group SITE. But Dhaka Metropolitan Police officers
said they believe it was the work of Ansarullah
Bangla Team (ABT), a homegrown militant outfit that
has been blamed in similar cases.

“We suspect Ansarullah Bangla Team has carried
out the murder,” Maruf Hossain Sorder, a spokesman
for the force said. “There were some similarities
between the latest murder and the previous killings
of bloggers,” he added. Bangladesh authorities have
consistently denied that international Islamist net-
works such as Al-Qaeda or the Islamic State group
are active in the country. “Al-Qaeda or IS (Islamic
State) do not exist in Bangladesh,” Sorder said. Samad
was the seventh secular activist-the sixth in the past
15 months to have been murdered by suspected
Islamist militants over their writings. Police have pre-
viously arrested several suspected members of ABT
in connection with at least three of these murders.

Eight ABT members, including a top cleric said
to have founded the group, were convicted late last
year for the murder of atheist blogger Ahmed Rajib
Haider in February 2013. The murders have sparked
outrage at home and abroad, with international
groups demanding that the secular government
protect freedom of speech in the Muslim-majority
country. — AFP

Bangladesh blames domestic 
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DHAKA: Bangladeshi secular activists and university students take part in a protest in follow-
ing the murder of 26-year-old law student. — AFP 

MARIB: Loyalists and rebels have clashed on
several fronts in Yemen, officials said yester-
day, the second day of a UN-brokered cease-
fire the insurgents are warning is in jeopardy,
less than a week before peace talks. Forces
loyal to President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi
fought with the Shiite Huthi rebels in the
province of Marib, east and north of the
rebel-held capital Sanaa, officials said. The
rebels and their allies loyal to ousted presi-
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh advanced overnight
in the area of Sarwah, in Marib, wresting con-
trol of two hills, a military official said.

The Saudi-led coalition, which launched a
military campaign against the Iran-backed
rebels last year, had described violations on
Monday as “minor”. Seven soldiers have been
killed and 15 others wounded in Sarwah in
rebel attacks since the ceasefire entered into
force at midnight between Sunday and
Monday, the official said. There were also
clashes in Nihm, northeast of Sanaa, military
officials said, while rebels said they confront-
ed an attack by Hadi’s forces in the area.

The rebels said Monday that pro-govern-
ment forces were behind 39 violations of the
truce, including attacks in Taez and the cen-
tral province of Baida. They also said war-
planes belonging to the Saudi-led coalition
flew sorties over several areas of Yemen
despite the ceasefire. Meanwhile, a soldier
was killed and nine others wounded in a
rebel attack on an army base near the south-
ern city of Baihan which borders Marib
province.

Rebel spokesman Mohammed Abdul

salam warned in a statement on Facebook
that “continued military action endangers the
peace process and reduce the chances of
holding the forthcoming dialogue” in Kuwait.
But violations did not seem to discourage the
United Nations which is sponsoring peace
talks in Kuwait next week. “The cessation of
hostilities seems to be largely holding,” UN
spokesman Stephane Dujarric said Monday,
although he noted that there were “some
pockets of violence.”

More than 6,300 people have been killed
in the war that has worsened the humanitari-
an crisis, with more than 80 percent of the
population on the brink of famine. The con-
flict in the impoverished Arabian Peninsula
nation has ruined large parts of the country
and raised Middle East tensions, with Saudi
Arabia and its Sunni allies backing the gov-
ernment and Shiite powerhouse Iran support-
ing the rebels.

The peace talks are scheduled to take
place in Kuwait on April 18. Elsewhere, a
Saudi bomber suspected of belonging to Al-
Qaeda killed five soldiers when he detonated
his explosive belt yesterday among army
recruits in Aden, the southern city that serves
as a temporary capital for the government.
Army and government installations have
been the target of several attacks by extrem-
ists since pro-government forces drove out
Shiite rebels in the summer. Al-Qaeda and the
Islamic State group have taken advantage of
the chaos caused by the war between the
government and the rebels to strengthen
their grip on southern Yemen. — AFP 

Loyalists and Yemen rebels 
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PHNOM PENH: Cambodia’s prime minister
threatened yesterday to arrest anyone who
repeats opposition accusations that his
government used “fake maps” to demarcate
the country’s border with Vietnam, reviving
a campaign of pressure against his foes and
critics. Opposition lawmaker Um Sam An
was charged Tuesday with two criminal
offenses for having made the accusations
in Facebook posts last year. He faces up to
five years in prison if convicted. 

The lawmaker was arrested a day earlier
in the Cambodian city of Siem Reap after
having returned from a trip to the United
States. He was the latest member of the
opposition Cambodia National Rescue

Party to be criminally charged for making
comments on the politically sensitive topic
and implying that Prime Minister Hun Sen’s
government failed to counter land
encroachment by Vietnam, Cambodia’s tra-
ditional enemy.

“I strongly declare that whoever talks
about fake maps will  be immediately
arrested,” Hun Sen said Tuesday. “Regardless
of who you are - a member of parliament, a
senator - if you are talking about fake maps,
I will arrest you quickly.” The Phnom Penh
Municipal Court charged Um San An with
incitement to commit a criminal act and
inciting prejudice against another country,
said his lawyer, Sam Sokong. —AP

Cambodia PM warns of arrests 
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JALALABAD: Former Afghan Taleban fighters carry their weapons before handing them over as part of a government peace and reconciliation
process at a ceremony in Jalalabad. The Afghan Taleban announced yesterday, the start of their “spring offensive” even as the government in
Kabul tries to bring the insurgents back to the negotiating table to end their drawn-out conflict. — AFP 

KABUL: The Taleban announced the start of their
spring offensive yesterday, pledging to launch
large-scale offensives against government strong-
holds backed by suicide and guerrilla attacks to
drive Afghanistan’s Western-backed government
from power. The announcement of the start of
“Operation Omari”, named after the late Taleban
founder Mullah Mohammad Omar, came just days
after Secretary of State John Kerry visited Kabul
and reaffirmed US support for a national unity
government led by President Ashraf Ghani.

“Jihad against the aggressive and usurping
infidel army is a holy obligation upon our necks
and our only recourse for reestablishing an
Islamic system and regaining our independence,”
the Taleban said in a statement. The insurgency
has gained strength since the withdrawal of
international troops from combat at the end of
2014 and the Taleban are stronger than at any
point since they were driven from power by US-
backed forces in 2001.

As well as suicide and tactical attacks, the
offensive would include assassinations of “ene-
my” commanders in urban centers, the Taleban
said in their statement. “The present operation
will also employ all means at our disposal to bog

the enemy down in a war of attrition that lowers
the morale of the foreign invaders and their
internal armed militias,” they said. 

In line with recent statements, the militants
also said they would establish good governance
in areas they controlled as well as avoiding civil-
ian casualties and damage to infrastructure. The
seasons have long shaped violence in
Afghanistan with fighting easing off in the win-
ter, when mountain passes get snowed in, and
picking up again in the spring and summer. How
far the announcement will lead to an immediate
escalation in fighting, which caused 11,000 civil-
ian casualties last year, remains unclear.
However, NATO and Afghan officials have said
they expect very tough combat in 2016.

Us Embassy warning
Hours before the Taleban announced their

offensive, the US embassy in Kabul issued an
emergency warning to US citizens, saying it had
received reports that insurgents were planning
attacks on a major hotel in Kabul. Heavy fighting
has continued for months across Afghanistan,
from Kunduz, the northern city that fell briefly to
the insurgents last year, to Helmand province

bordering Pakistan in the south. In Helmand,
where thousands of British and American troops
were killed or wounded fighting the Taleban,
government forces have pulled back from many
areas and are struggling to hold on to centers
close to the provincial capital, Lashkar Gah.
Understrength Afghan security forces, strug-
gling with heavy casualties and high desertion
rates and short of air power, transport and logis-
tical support, have struggled in their first year
fighting largely alone.

According to NATO commanders, the Taleban
exert control over only six percent of Afghanistan
but up to a third of the country is at risk from the
insurgents and government forces control no
more than 70 percent of territory. US General
John Nicholson, who took over as commander of
international troops in Afghanistan last month, is
conducting a strategic review, including plans to
cut US troops in Afghanistan from 9,800 to 5,500
by the end of the year. Unless the plan is changed,
the reduction would mean the end of most of
NATO’s training and assistance operation, leaving
the remaining US troops focusing on counterter-
rorism operations against radical groups like
Islamic State. — Reuters 

Taleban announces spring 

offensive in Afghanistan

‘Operation Omari’ named after ex-Taleban leader

TOKYO: To dump or not to dump a little-dis-
cussed substance is the question brewing in
Japan as it grapples with the aftermath of the
nuclear catastrophe in Fukushima five years ago.
The substance is tritium. The radioactive materi-
al is nearly impossible to remove from the huge
quantities of water used to cool melted-down
reactors at the Fukushima Dai-ichi plant, which
was wrecked by the massive tsunami in north-
eastern Japan in March 2011. The water is still
accumulating since 300 tons are needed every
day to keep the reactors chilled. Some is leaking
into the ocean.

Huge tanks lined up around the plant, at last
count 1,000 of them, each hold hundreds of tons
of water that have been cleansed of radioactive
cesium and strontium but not of tritium.
Ridding water of tritium has been carried out in
laboratories. But it’s an effort that would be
extremely costly at the scale required for the
Fukushima plant, which sits on the Pacific coast.
Many scientists argue it isn’t worth it and say the
risks of dumping the tritium-laced water into the
sea are minimal.

Their calls to simply release the water into the
Pacific Ocean are alarming many in Japan and else-
where. Rosa Yang, a nuclear expert at the Electric
Power Research Institute, based in Palo Alto,

California, who advises Japan on decommissioning
reactors, believes the public angst is uncalled for.
She says a Japanese government official should
simply get up in public and drink water from one
of the tanks to convince people it’s safe.

But the line between safe and unsafe radia-
tion is murky, and children are more susceptible
to radiation-linked illness. Tritium goes directly
into soft tissues and organs of the human body,
potentially increasing the risks of cancer and
other sicknesses. “Any exposure to tritium radia-
tion could pose some health risk. This risk
increases with prolonged exposure, and health
risks include increased occurrence of cancer,”
said Robert Daguillard, a spokesman for the US
Environmental Protection Agency. The agency is
trying to minimize the tritium from US nuclear
facilities that escapes into drinking water.

Hazardous work
Right after the March 2011 disaster, many in

Japan panicked, some even moving overseas
although they lived hundreds of miles away
from the Fukushima no-go zone. By now, con-
cern has settled to the extent that some worry
the lessons from the disaster are being forgot-
ten. Tritium may be the least of Japan’s worries.
Much hazardous work remains to keep the plant

stabilized, and new technology is needed for
decommissioning the plant’s reactors and con-
taining massive radioactive contamination.

The ranks of Japan’s anti-nuclear activists
have been growing since the March 2011 acci-
dent, and many oppose releasing water with tri-
tium into the sea. They argue that even if tri-
tium’s radiation is weaker than strontium or
cesium, it should be removed, and that good
methods should be devised to do that. Japan’s
fisheries organization has repeatedly expressed
concerns over the issue. 

News of a release of the water could devas-
tate local fisheries just as communities in north-
eastern Japan struggle to recover from the 2011
disasters. An isotope of hydrogen, or radioactive
hydrogen, tritium exists in water form, and so
like water can evaporate, although it is not
known how much tritium escaped into the
atmosphere from Fukushima as gas from explo-
sions. The amount of tritium in the contaminat-
ed water stored at Fukushima Dai-ichi is estimat-
ed at 3.4 peta becquerels, or 34 with a mind-
boggling 14 zeros after it.  

Public distrust
But theoretically collected in one place, it

would amount to just 57 milliliters, or about the
amount of liquid in a couple of espresso cups - a
minuscule quantity in the overall masses of
water. To illustrate that point, Shunichi Tanaka,
chairman of the Nuclear Regulation Authority,
showed reporters a small bottle half-filled with
blue water that was the equivalent of 57 milli-
liters. Public distrust is running so high after the
Fukushima accident that Tokyo Electric Power Co,
or TEPCO, the utility that operates the Fukushima
plant and oversees its decommissioning, has
mostly kept quiet about the tritium, pending a
political decision on releasing the water.  

Privately, they say it will have to be released,
but they can’t say that outright. What will be
released from Fukushima will be well below the
global standard allowed for tritium in the water,
say Tanaka and others favoring its release, which
is likely to come gradually later this year, not all
at once. Proponents of releasing the tritium
water argue that tritium already is in the natural
environment, coming from the sun and from
water containing tritium that is routinely
released at nuclear plants around the world.
“Tritium is so weak in its radioactivity it won’t
penetrate plastic wrapping,” said Tanaka. — AP 

BEIJING: Chinese women are being taken on
roller coaster ride by social media, getting
bombarded on one side by extreme expecta-
tions about physical beauty while getting
support for female independence in a society
where women who aren’t married by their
late 20s are considered “leftovers.” In recent
months, social media here has been swept by
a series of body image crazes. The  “A4 waist”
fad challenged women see how skinny they
were by posting photos of their middles to
show that a piece of standard copy paper 21
centimeters wide covered their waists.

Then “iPhone knees” tested whether a
mobile phone would cover the knees, an indi-
cation of slender legs. Most recently, the “100-
yuan wrist” had women showing they could
wrap a bank note around their wrists. The
online fads - slammed by women’s advocates
as unhealthy and emotionally harmful to
women who feel like they don’t measure up -
come even as Chinese women are attaining
higher educational, professional and eco-
nomic status than ever. Yet as they try to
break old barriers, women still feel pressure
to meet cultural expectations about getting
married in their early 20s, having children and
being the main caregiver - as well as tradi-
tional notions equating slenderness with
feminine beauty.

Male-oriented aesthetics
“Male-oriented aesthetics still dominate

the mainstream, and the Internet or the new
media have magnified this proclivity,” said
Beijing-based social scholar Wu Qiang. Taking
the opposite tack - and also garnering lots of
attention - has been a four-minute online ad
by a cosmetics brand SK-II that depicts the
struggles of unmarried women in their late
20s. The video starts with several women talk-
ing in painful tones about the pressures they
face from family and society. 

A few parents also appear, including one
father who tells his daughter he won’t be able
to go peacefully to his grave until she’s mar-
ried off. But it ends with the women speaking
confidently about their right to choose their
way of life, including one who says she’s hap-
py being single. “The campaign really is to
inspire women to overcome their limitations,
to make their own destiny,” said Markus
Strobel, global president for the cosmetic line,
which is owned by Procter & Gamble Co.

Since being posted on the brand’s official
microblog on April 7, the video has received

nearly 5,000 likes and been shared more than
25,000 times. Altogether, the video has been
viewed nearly 10 million times globally on all
platforms, garnering more than 3.9 million com-
ments, likes, shares and reposts, Strobel said.

The company chose to feature “leftover
women” in China because it’s a topic much dis-
cussed, he said. All characters in the video - the
women and their parents - are non-actors dis-
cussing their real-life struggles, he said.

Leftover woman
Women’s rights activist Zheng Churan

said she welcomed the ad despite its obvi-
ous commercial motives. Too often, howev-
er, the stereotype of the “leftover woman”
ignores the struggles of poor, less-educated
women, she said. “We only see white-collar,
elite women in this ad, but an 18-year-old
factory girl pressed into marriage still has no
voice,” Zheng said.  Fellow advocate Li
Tingting said the popularity of the video is a
sign that Chinese women have become
more independent. “It’s progress, compared
to most other ads where women are expect-
ed to get married,” Li said. “The fact it has
gone viral shows there have been changes in
women’s attitudes.”

While seeking to empower women, the ad
also speaks to how Chinese women have
grown more conscious of their looks than
ever. Workplace discrimination has frequently
prompted women to undergo cosmetic sur-
gery in hopes of gaining an edge in the job
market, and in many cases, attracting a desir-
able husband. Before the most recent body
image crazes, the test to pass for being slen-
der was whether a woman could wrap one of
her arms around her back to reach her navel.
Then came a test to see how many coins a
woman could balance on her collarbone -
supposedly to demonstrate a sculpted figure.

While women’s attitudes are changing,
those of parents and society are taking much
more time. The SK-II  video depicts the
Shanghai “marriage market,” where parents
display information about their daughters in
public parks in hopes of finding a suitor.
Zheng Lei, a 30-year-old Beijing man, said
that while women have worked hard to
become attractive, they also have become
too picky and demanding. “They demand the
men to have money, houses, cars and urban
residency permits. But there are only one
thousand men who are able to meet this
demand. —AP

Japan prepares for release of 

tritium from Fukushima plant

FUKUSHIMA: Photo shows the crippled Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear plant in Okuma town,
Fukushima prefecture, northeastern Japan. — AFP 

ANKARA: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (right) presents Turkey’s highest
state medal to King Salman of Saudi Arabia (center) during a ceremony at the presi-
dential complex in Ankara yesterday. — AFP 

ANKARA: Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan yesterday hosted Saudi King
Salman at his presidential palace in Ankara,
extending his guest a lavish welcome that
underlined the growing importance of
Ankara-Riyadh ties. After a period of ten-
sion, Saudi Arabia under Salman has
emerged as one of Erdogan’s key allies with
the two countries in particular sharing a
common vision on the Syria conflict. 

Salman was met by Erdogan at his vast
new presidential palace with an honor
guard of Turkish soldiers as well as 16 cos-
tumed warriors representing the various
Turkic empires in world history. Mocked
when their first appeared in 2015, the
spear-carrying and mustachioed warriors
are now regularly brought out for
Erdogan’s most honored guests.

Salman and his delegation are set to
hold several hours of talks with the Turkish
leader before heading to Istanbul for the
summit of the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC). Saudi Arabia and Turkey

both believe the ousting of President
Bashar Al-Assad is the key to solving the
Syrian conflict and back rebel groups fight-
ing his regime. 

The two overwhelmingly Sunni Muslim
powers have in recent months moved to
considerably tighten relations that had
been damaged by Riyadh’s role in the 2013
ousting of Egyptian president Mohammed
Morsi, a close ally of Ankara. 

Erdogan appears to have built close ties
with Salman after he became king in
January 2015 following the death of his
half brother Abdullah. 

In February, Turkey began hosting Saudi
jets and military personnel and its Incirlik
air base to join the air campaign against
Islamic State jihadists. 

The lavish arrangements made for
Salman’s visit have also raised eyebrows in
the Turkish press, with the king reportedly
staying in a 450 square-meter hotel suite
and renting 500 luxury vehicles for his vast
delegation. — AFP 

Turkish President 

hosts Saudi King

Chinese women getting mixed 

social signals on beauty, roles

In this image made from an online ad released by SK-II on April 7, 2016, a female
character, described to be one of several struggling with social  pressure to get mar-
ried, is seen seated at the dinner table with her parents. — AP 
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Ali said that the fund has already awarded 59 proj-
ects worth over KD 2 million, but the minister insisted
that he will refuse to use the fund merely as a vehicle to
finance projects, but also encourage youth to establish
and run their projects.

During the debate of the grilling, some MPs exchanged
harsh words and traded accusations of stealing public
funds. At the end of the grilling, the two lawmakers failed
to gather the signature of 10 MPs to file a no-confidence
motion, but presented a number of non-binding recom-
mendations, which the Assembly accepted.

The recommendations called on the minister to
apply the law regarding awarding industrial plots for
the production of gravel and also for other purposes.
The recommendations call on the minister to provide
more industrial plots to young Kuwaitis to allow them
to establish their projects and urge the minister to
restructure the Public Industrial Authority. They also

called for preparing a report on the issues in the grilling
every six months. Because the Assembly debated the
grilling, it was decided to discuss proposals to raise
electricity charges today amid strong opposition from a
large number of lawmakers. Some lawmakers want that
Kuwaiti citizens should not be harmed in any way, while
others want Kuwaiti households that consume under
12,000 kilowatts per month to continue to pay the cur-
rent price of 2 fils per kilowatt, while the increase
should apply to higher consumers.

Meanwhile, the Assembly overwhelmingly agreed to
lift the immunity of MP Abdulhameed Dashti for the
public prosecution to interrogate him on charges of
insulting GCC states. The immunity of Dashti, who is
currently outside Kuwait, has been lifted several times
for several court cases, mainly over insulting Saudi
Arabia and Bahrain. The lawmaker has failed to attend
four sessions and legal experts say the Assembly can
revoke his membership if he does not attend five con-
secutive sessions.

Commerce minister’s grilling ends with...

TEHRAN: Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei (right) meets Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi
(center) and Iranian President Hassan Rouhani yesterday. — AFP 

TEHRAN: Italy’s prime minister looked to restore his coun-
try’s economic clout in Iran yesterday as he became the
highest-ranking European leader to visit Tehran since its
nuclear deal with world powers. Accompanied by a 250-
member delegation, Matteo Renzi began a two-day trip
aimed at rebuilding ties that before sanctions had seen
Italy ranked as the Islamic republic’s top European trading
partner. A deal to build two high speed rail lines was
among projects announced.

After an official welcoming ceremony Renzi held talks
with President Hassan Rouhani, who visited Rome in
January days after sanctions were lifted under the nuclear
accord. “Italy has a special place among Iranians. Its compa-
nies and its industry are appreciated here,” Rouhani said at
a joint press conference after signing provisional agree-
ments on energy, tourism and infrastructure. “Italy is at the
forefront among EU countries wanting to develop relations
with Iran,” he added.

Annual trade between Iran and Italy - a member of
the G7 group of leading industrialized nations - once
peaked at about $8 billion. A decade of nuclear-related
sanctions has seen the figure plummet to $1.8 billion.
When Rouhani visited Rome the two countries agreed
initial terms on long-term contracts that could be valued
as high as $19.4 billion, including deals in the oil, trans-
port and shipping sectors.

Iran has said it wants European help to modernize and
expand its rail, road and air networks, as well as seeking
investment to boost its manufacturing base, notably in the
automobile industry. All were severely damaged by sanc-
tions. Yesterday’s rail agreement between Italy’s state rail-
ways and its Iranian counterpart will see a new line built
between Tehran and Hamedan, in the northwest of the

Islamic republic. A second line between Qom, south of
Tehran, to Arak in the north will also be constructed. No
details on the value of the agreement or the date of com-
pletion were immediately given.

Charm Offensive 
When Rouhani was in Rome he talked of rebuilding a

relationship between “two superpowers of beauty and cul-
ture” that dates back to the days of the ancient Roman and
Persian empires. Renzi has spoken of plans for cultural and
academic exchanges. Rouhani’s visit to Rome however also
prompted criticism that Renzi’s government was going too
far in its efforts to charm Iran’s theocratic rulers. It emerged
just after Rouhani had left Italy that ancient nude statues in
the capital’s City Hall had been covered up by wooden box-
es to spare the Iranian president any possible embarrass-
ment.

The diplomatic niceties also extended to ensuring that
no alcohol was served at any of the official meals during
Rouhani’s stay - a gesture France was not prepared to
make, meaning plans for a state banquet had to be
scrapped in Paris. The rapprochement has been possible
because of the nuclear deal which Iran and six powers -
Britain, China, France, Russia and the United States plus
Germany - struck last July after more than two years of
negotiations.

The accord was implemented in January with sanctions
being lifted in exchange for curbs lasting at least a decade
on the Islamic republic’s nuclear program. Iran has always
denied Western allegations that it sought to develop an
atomic bomb, insisting that its atomic activities are for
peaceful energy development and medical research pur-
poses. — AFP 

Italy PM in Iran in push to 
win back economic clout
Potentially huge business deals signed

PARIS: People take pictures yesterday of a painting titled “Judith cutting off the head of Holofernes”, pre-
sented as being painted by Italian artist Caravaggio (1571-1610). — AFP 

PARIS: A painting stumbled upon in the attic of a house
in France is an authentic work by Italian Renaissance
master Caravaggio and could be worth up to €120 mil-
lion, experts said yesterday. The owners of the house
near the southwestern city of Toulouse discovered the
dramatic 400-year-old painting when they went to fix a
leak in the ceiling.

The large canvas of the beheading of General
Holofernes by Judith from the apocryphal biblical Book
of Judith is in remarkably good condition, and was
painted between 1600 and 1610, specialists believe.
Expert Eric Turquin said it could be worth as much as
€120 million ($137 million), describing the painting as
having “the light, the energy typical of Caravaggio,
without mistakes, done with a sure hand and a pictorial
style that makes it authentic”. 

While other specialists have questioned its prove-
nance, Turquin got the backing of a top Caravaggio spe-
cialist, Nicola Spinosa, former director of a prestigious
Naples museum. In an expert assessment seen by AFP,
Spinosa wrote: “One has to recognize the canvas in
question as a true original of the Lombard master,
almost certainly identifiable, even if we do not have any
tangible or irrefutable proof.”

Turquin told reporters that Caravaggio may have
painted the gruesome scene, which also features a hag-
gard old lady with goiters, in Naples while he was on
the run from a murder charge in Rome. He had earlier
painted a different version there, which now hangs in
the National Gallery of Ancient Art in the Italian capital.

The French culture minister has slapped an export ban
on the canvas, found near Toulouse in April 2014, after
experts from the Louvre museum in Paris spent three
weeks studying it. The ministry said the painting should
stay on French soil “as a very important Caravaggian
landmark, the history and attribution of which are still
to be fully investigated”. 

Marc Labarbe, the auctioneer called in by the family
who discovered the painting, said it had been damaged
by a previous leak. He said the family had the painting
since at least the middle of the 19th century and it may
have been brought back from Spain by an ancestor who
served under Napoleon there. “It probably was left in
the attic because of its particularly violent content,
which would not have been easy to hang in a bedroom
or living room,” he added.

Turquin admitted “some serious” art historians “had
attributed the work to (Louis) Finson”, a Flemish
painter and disciple of Caravaggio who died in 1617.
The French art newspaper Le Quotidien de l’Art quot-
ed another expert on the artist, Mina Gregori, as say-
ing that it was “not an original” although she recog-
nized the “undeniable quality of the work”. If the paint-
ing - which measures 144 cm by 175 cm is confirmed
as an original, it will have been the biggest such dis-
covery since another Caravaggio was discovered in
Dublin in the early 1990s. “The Taking of Christ” had
been hanging in the dining room of a Jesuit residence
in the Irish capital since the 1930s, having long been
considered a copy. — AFP 

‘Authentic’ Caravaggio 
found in French attic

The sun sets as a Pakistani vendor heads home carrying his unsold balloons in Lahore yesterday. — AP 



By Jonathan Landay, Warren Strobel and
Phil Stewart

As US-led offensives drive back Islamic
State in Iraq, concern is growing among
US  and UN officials that efforts to stabi-

lize liberated areas are lagging, creating condi-
tions that could help the militants endure as
an underground network. One major worry:
not enough money is being committed to
rebuild the devastated provincial capital of
Ramadi and other towns, let alone Islamic
State-held Mosul, the ultimate target in Iraq of
the US-led campaign.

Lise Grande, the No. 2 UN official in Iraq,
told Reuters that the United Nations is urgent-
ly seeking $400 million from Washington and
its allies for a new fund to bolster reconstruc-
tion in cities like Ramadi, which suffered vast
damage when US-backed Iraqi forces recap-
tured it in December. “We worry that if we
don’t move in this direction, and move quickly,
the progress being made against ISIL may be
undermined or lost,” Grande said, using an
acronym for Islamic State.

Adding to the difficulty of stabilizing freed
areas are Iraq’s unrelenting political infighting,
corruption, a growing fiscal crisis and the Shiite
Muslim-led government’s fitful efforts to recon-
cile with aggrieved minority Sunnis, the bedrock
of Islamic State support. Some senior US military
officers share the concern that post-conflict
reconstruction plans are lagging behind their
battlefield efforts, officials said. “We’re not going
to bomb our way out of this problem,” one US
official said, speaking on condition of anonymity.

Islamic State is far from defeated. The group
still controls much of its border-spanning
“caliphate,” inspires eight global affiliates and is
able to orchestrate deadly external attacks like
those that killed 32 people in Brussels on March
22. But at its core in Iraq and Syria, Islamic State
appears to be in slow retreat. Defense analysis
firm IHS Janes estimates the group lost 22 per-
cent of its territory over the last 15 months.

Washington has spent vastly more on the
war than on reconstruction. The military cam-
paign cost $6.5 billion from 2014 through Feb
29, according to the Pentagon. The United
States has contributed $15 million to stabiliza-
tion efforts, donated $5 million to help clear
explosives in Ramadi and provided “substantial

direct budget support” to Iraq’s government,
said Emily Horne, a National Security Council
spokeswoman.

Secretary of State John Kerry acknowledged
the need for more reconstruction aid while in
Baghdad last week. “As more territory is liberat-
ed from Daesh, the international community
has to step up its support for the safe and vol-
untary return of civilians to their homes,” Kerry
said, using an Arabic acronym for Islamic State.
Kerry, who announced $155 million in addition-
al US aid for displaced Iraqis, said US President
Barack Obama planned to raise the issue at a
summit of Gulf Arab leaders on April 21.

‘Pile of Rubble’
Ramadi’s main hospital, train station, nearly

2,000 homes, 64 bridges and much of the elec-
tricity grid were destroyed in fighting, a prelimi-
nary UN survey found last month. Thousands of
other buildings were damaged. Some 3,000
families recently returned to parts of the city
cleared of mines, according to the governor,

Hameed Dulaymi, but conditions are tough.
Power comes from generators. Water is
pumped from the Euphrates River. A few shops
are open, but only for a couple of hours a day.

Ahmed Saleh, a 56-year-old father of three
children, said he returned to find his home a
“pile of rubble,” which cannot be rebuilt until the
government provides the money. With no indi-
cation of when that might happen, authorities
have resettled his family in another house
whose owner is believed unlikely to return
before this summer. Saleh earns less than $15 a
day cleaning and repairing other people’s
homes. There are no schools open for his chil-
dren, and he lacks funds to return to a camp for
internally displaced outside Baghdad where he
says life was better.

Obama administration officials say they
have been working to help stabilize Iraq politi-
cally and economically since the military cam-
paign against Islamic State began in 2014. “The
success of the campaign against ISIL in Iraq
does depend upon political and economic

progress as well,” Defense Secretary Ash Carter
said on Monday. “Economically it’s important
that the destruction that’s occurred be repaired
and we’re looking to help the Iraqis with that.”

Asked about the upcoming $400 million UN
request, Horne said the United States wel-
comed the new fund’s establishment and “will
continue to lead international efforts to fund
stabilization operations.” The United States
hasn’t yet announced what it will contribute. US
officials said Washington is also pushing for an
International Monetary Fund arrangement that
the head of the fund’s Iraq mission has said
could unlock up to $15 billion in international
financing. Baghdad has a $20 billion budget
deficit caused by depressed oil prices.

Washington has helped train 15,000 Sunni
fighters who are now part of the Iraqi govern-
ment’s security forces. But there has been little
movement on political reforms to reconcile
minority Sunnis, whose repression under for-
mer prime minister Nouri Al-Maliki’s Shiite-led
government led thousands to join Islamic State.
Unless that happens, and Sunnis see that
Baghdad is trying to help them return home to
rebuild, support for the militants will persist,
experts said.

“If you don’t get reconciliation, the Sunnis
will turn back to ISIS,” said former CIA and White
House official Kenneth Pollack, who is now at
the Brookings Institution think tank and con-
ducted a fact-finding mission in Iraq last month.
“It’s just inevitable.” The United States has pre-
vailed militarily in Iraq before, only to see the
fruits of the effort evaporate. President George
W Bush invaded Iraq in 2003, deposed dictator
Saddam Hussein and disbanded his army with-
out a comprehensive plan for post-war stability.
Civil war ensued.

Rebuilding Gets Harder
International funding to rebuild towns and

cities ravaged by Islamic State has always
been tight, said Grande, deputy special repre-
sentative of the UN Assistance Mission for
Iraq. “This meant we had to come up with a
model that could be implemented quickly
and at extremely low cost,” she said.
International donors contributed $100 million
to an initial fund to jump-start local
economies, restoring power and water and
reopening shops and schools. — Reuters 
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Washington Watch

A year after Gray, 

Baltimore makes 

slow progress

By Ian Simpson and Donna Owens

By Paul Taylor

In Athens, walls have ears. The leaking of a
conference call of International Monetary
Fund officials on Greece’s latest bailout

review has further undermined mutual trust in
fraught debt talks, embarrassed the European
Commission and infuriated the IMF and
Germany. At stake are the IMF’s reputation as a
stern enforcer of financial rescue programs
meant to make indebted states viable and the
European Union’s determination to hold the
euro zone together and avert another damag-
ing Greek crisis.

Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras exploit-
ed the leak at home to demonize the IMF, rally
his left-wing Syriza party ahead of more painful
sacrifices to secure the next slice of European
loans, and try to put his conservative oppo-
nents in a corner. But efforts to drive a wedge
between the EU institutions and the IMF, and
isolate IMF Europe director Paul Thomsen, a
veteran of six years of acrimonious negotia-
tions with Athens, fell flat. “Each time Tsipras is
going to have to compromise, he needs to cre-
ate an external enemy,” said George
Pagoulatos, professor of European politics and
economy at Athens University. “It’s part of his
old populist playbook. “It’s smart domestic poli-
tics even if it is dumb diplomacy.”

After a transcript of the March 19 conversa-
tion was posted on Internet site WikiLeaks,
Tsipras demanded the IMF explain whether it

was plotting to push Greece to the brink of
default to make it swallow harsher austerity
measures. The text offers little support for
such accusations, although the IMF officials
do note that Athens only compromises when
it runs out of money.

IMF Managing Director Christine Lagarde
made clear whom she held responsible, back-
ing her staff and writing to Tsipras: “It is critical
that your authorities ensure an environment
that respects the privacy of their internal dis-
cussions and take all necessary steps to guaran-
tee their personal safety.” The leak highlighted
known differences between the IMF and the EU
over the state of Greece’s third international
bailout since 2010, and over how much more
Athens needs to do to meet its fiscal targets
and make its debt sustainable.

More damagingly, it laid bare the IMF staff’s
contempt for the European Commission, seen
as too soft on the Greeks. It undercut months of
patient efforts by Tsipras and Finance Minister
Euclid Tsakalotos to rebuild lenders’ trust after
the havoc wrought by former Finance Minister
Yanis Varoufakis, who sparred acrimoniously
with his euro zone colleagues and leaked docu-
ments to try to bounce them into concessions.

It also shone a light on a complex, three-
dimensional chess game the IMF is playing to
try to make Greece accept painful reforms of
pensions, taxation and bad loans while pres-
suring Germany and its allies to grant Athens
substantial debt relief. Put simply, the IMF’s

position is that the Greek economy is in worse
shape than rosy EU forecasts suggest, and that
a necessary relaxation of fiscal targets must be
balanced by greater debt relief from euro
zone lenders.

Since the Europeans refuse an outright
debt write-off, known as a “haircut”, they will
have to stretch out loan maturities for
decades and give Athens a 20-year debt serv-
ice holiday. Otherwise the numbers won’t add
up and the program is headed for failure, the
IMF says. “The bottom line is the debt will not
be repaid in our lifetime,” said Jacob
Kirkegaard, senior fellow at the Peterson
Institute for International Economics in
Washington. “The IMF is gearing up for new
clients in the emerging economies. That is not
best done by being soft on Greece. They won’t
go to the (IMF) board to approve participation
in a third Greek bailout without something
they think is tough and credible,” he said.

Brussels contends that both the economy
and Greek compliance with the bailout pro-
gram are better than the IMF thinks, hence
the first review should be concluded soon,
allowing Athens to access the next Ä5 billion
($5.70 billion) of loans. In the transcript, IMF
Greece mission chief Delia Velculescu com-
plains that the Commission agrees on joint
positions only to back down to the Greeks the
next day, giving Athens no incentive to make
tough reforms.

Thomsen belittles tax increases proposed

by Greece to plug the fiscal gap as “Mickey
Mouse stuff ”. He also suggests German
Chancellor Angela Merkel should be made to
choose between giving Athens substantial
debt relief or seeing the IMF pull out.
Germany, the biggest creditor, is the most
reluctant about major debt restructuring. Its
parliament insists on a continued IMF pres-
ence to enforce budget savings and minimize
the need for stretching out loans and freezing
interest payments.

How the three-way tug-of-war between the
IMF, Greece and Berlin will play out remains
uncertain. The sequencing will be tricky, but no
side seems to have an interest in walking away.
The Germans are more dependent now on
Greece to act as Europe’s gatekeeper than they
were during last year’s crisis over a possible
“Grexit” from the euro zone. Berlin needs
Athens’ cooperation to process and detain
migrants and refugees until they can be send
back to Turkey.

The Tsipras government has spent much
political capital to keep Greece in the euro zone
and reach the long sought debt relief negotia-
tions. It cannot afford to alienate the lenders.
And the IMF too does not want to abandon
Greece as a black mark on its record. “Four of
the five euro zone bailouts have gone pretty
well - an 80 percent success rate. Yet if the IMF
walks away from Greece now, everything
they’ve done in Europe will be remembered as
a failure,” said Kirkegaard. — Reuters 

Tsipras demonizes IMF to rally troops 

Ayear after the death of a black man in Baltimore
police custody and the ensuing riots, the city is
making slow headway in tackling the economic

and social issues that residents, civic and business leaders
say gave rise to the unrest. With a Democratic mayoral
primary two weeks away, setting the stage for
November’s general election, many voters are hungry for
new leadership and fresh momentum to solve the vexing
issues facing the city of 620,000 people, most of whom
are African-American.

By most accounts, Baltimore’s recovery from the loot-
ing, arson and violence that erupted after 25-year-old
Freddie Gray’s death in April 2015 has been spotty, leav-
ing the city at risk. Gray’s death, a week after breaking his
neck in a police van, triggered protests and rioting that
damaged 400 businesses, and helped stoke Black Lives
Matter, a movement that has challenged police treat-
ment of minorities.

“The causes of the civil disturbance in Baltimore last
year have not been eliminated,” said Billy Murphy, a
lawyer who represents Gray’s family and settled a $6.4
million civil settlement with the city. “This can happen
again,” he said, adding he was not speaking for Gray’s rel-
atives. Still, there are signs of progress. Convention book-
ings have risen and tourism at the Inner Harbor has
rebounded. About 93 percent of the businesses that
closed after the riots have reopened, officials say.

But chronic economic problems persist.
Unemployment, which dipped to 7.1 percent at the end
of February from 7.4 percent at the time of the riots,
exceeds the 5 percent national rate. Some 23 percent of
residents live in poverty, 5 points above the national rate.
Yet last year’s turmoil was a wake-up call. It led to the for-
mation of numerous coalitions bringing together city
businesses and nonprofits for economic initiatives.

One involves Baltimore-based mutual fund compa-
nies Legg Mason Inc and T Rowe Price Group Inc, apparel
maker Under Armour Inc and Johns Hopkins University.
The coalition plans to invest $69 million in a buy-local
campaign, including minority-owned companies. While it
may be too soon to see if those efforts will produce
results, Diane Bell-McKoy, chief executive of Associated
Black Charities, sees real economic improvement. “It’s
slower than any of us want, and not helping enough peo-
ple yet, but, definitely, change,” she said.

Mixed Bag on Policing
In terms of policing, the year has been a mixed bag

as well. Homicides climbed last year to the highest level
in the city’s history on a per-capita basis. The trend per-
sists this year, even after Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-
Blake, who decided against seeking re-election, fired
her police chief. The new commissioner, Kevin Davis, has
emphasized training, foot patrols and improved com-
munity relations, and some residents have welcomed
the new tone.

“It’s good they’ve got patrolmen in (some) areas,”
said Kenneth Betts, a 50-year-old cook, standing near
the rebuilt CVS pharmacy in Penn-North, epicenter of
last year’s disturbances. He said police still resorted to
aggressive tactics at times but that the climate had
improved. Six officers, three of them black, were
charged in Gray’s death. The trial of the first officer end-
ed in a hung jury. His retrial and trials of the others are
due to start next month.

But in neighborhood forums, the hot topics are eco-
nomic development and worker training. In a November
poll for the Baltimore Sun and the University of Baltimore,
41 percent of black voters cited a jobs shortage as the
cause of the city’s problems. Nearly all of the two dozen
or so mayoral candidates, including 13 Democrats, are
pledging aggressive job creation.

The field includes Councilman Nick Mosby, husband
of Marilyn Mosby, the prosecutor who charged the offi-
cers involved in Gray’s arrest, and Black Lives Matter
activist DeRay McKesson. In her comeback bid, former
Mayor Sheila Dixon promises to triple training programs.
State Senator Catherine Pugh, Dixon’s closest rival in the
Democratic race, would introduce mobile units to help
residents apply for jobs. Millionaire businessman David
Warnock wants to create entrepreneurial opportunities.

With Democrats outnumbering Republicans by 10-to-
1, whoever wins the April 26 Democratic primary is virtu-
ally assured victory in November. “Many are recognizing
the importance of ... social and economic disparities that
are underlying causes of the challenges we faced last
year,” said Donald Fry, president of the Greater Baltimore
Committee, made up of more than 500 businesses, non-
profits and other institutions. — Reuters 

Iraqi security forces and allied popular mobilization forces fire towards posi-
tions in the Islamic State group held town of Besher during a military opera-
tion to regain control of the small town outside the oil-rich city of Kirkuk on
Monday. — AP 

Worries about what’s next as IS pushed back 



MADRID:  Atletico Madrid striker Fernando Torres said yesterday he was
wrongly dismissed in last week’s Champions League quarter final first leg
with Barcelona. The striker is suspended from today second leg for getting
sent off in the 35th minute at the Nou Camp for a double booking, shortly
after giving Atletico the lead. Barcelona took advantage of having an extra
man, Luis Suarez’s second-half double setting up a 2-1 win which Atletico
must overturn without Torres at the Vicente Calderon. “I’m convinced that
the second yellow card was not a card, I felt a mix of impotence
and frustration,” Torres told Spanish radio station Cadena Ser
yesterday, describing his foul on Barcelona midfielder Sergio
Busquets. “When I see it again I see a slip-up. It’s not a kick nor a
late tackle. The only argument is that it was an action that could
have been avoided. My ambition to make it 2-0 ended up harm-
ing the team,” he added. “I’m certain that with 11 players we
would have won. The following days after the game were dif-
ficult. It took two days to get over what happened. The
moments after the sending off were the worst of my
career. I just wanted to be alone.” —Reuters
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LONDON: Fernando Alonso hopes to be racing for McLaren
at this weekend’s  Chinese Formula One Grand Prix but the
Spaniard says he is taking nothing for granted ahead of a
fitness test at the Shanghai circuit. The double world cham-
pion fractured his ribs in a crash at the season-opening
Australian Grand Prix on March 20 and the governing FIA’s
medical team then ruled him out of the subsequent race in
Bahrain. He will undergo more tests at the Chinese circuit
tomorrow before the third round of the 21-race season. “It
was disappointing to be told I couldn’t race in Bahrain, but I
fully respected the decision of the FIA medical team,” he
said yesterday in a team preview for the race. “While I hope
I’ll be back in the cockpit on Friday (for practice), until I get
the all-clear from the doctors to race, whenever that may
be, we cannot assume anything. “But I’m continuing to pre-
pare for the race weekend as normal.” The Spaniard was
replaced in Bahrain by the team’s Belgian reserve driver
Stoffel Vandoorne, who ended up 10th to score McLaren’s
first point of the season after team mate Jenson Button
failed to finish. —Reuters

Alonso taking nothing
for granted ahead of f1

LONDON: Nick Blackwell said he was in the “toughest fight of his life” after
waking from an induced coma following his British middleweight title defeat by
Chris Eubank Jr. Blackwell, 25, collapsed shortly after his tenth-round stoppage
loss to Eubank Jr at London’s Wembley Arena on March 26. He was then taken
to London’s St Mary’s Hospital with a bleed on the skull before doctors placed

him in an induced coma. Yesterday saw Blackwell make his first public
comment since the bout as he posted a message thanking well-

wishers for their support on his brother Daniel’s Facebook
account. “Just want to say a massive thank you to everyone who
has been there for me, all my friends and family, those who
wished me well and those who raised money for me,” Blackwell
said. “I feel truly blessed and have massive love for you all. I
couldn’t have done it without you. “It’s been the toughest fight

of my life and you all have made it that bit easier. “On to rehab
now, progress is getting better by the day. Big love to you all,

Nick.” During the fight Chris Eubank senior, the father of the
new champion, could be heard telling his son to stop

hitting Blackwell’s head.—AFP

Recovery ‘toughest 
fight’: Blackwell

Torres protests 
Barcelona red card

ABK hosts exciting 5th Annual Golf Challenge event
KUWAIT: Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) yesterday
announced the results of its 5th Annual ABK Golf
Challenge event held at the Sahara Golf Resort and Spa
on April 2. 72 golfers participated on a warm sunny day
perfect for golf. During the event, participants compet-
ed in teams of four for the sort after ABK Golf Challenge
trophy. The 2016 winning team, as well as the second
and third placed teams were handed their trophies from
Abdullah Al Sumait - Deputy Chief General Manager
and Stewart Lockie - General Manager Retail Banking.

Upon arrival each player was presented with an ABK
branded Nike shirt and cap, a gift bag and Visa branded
balls, for use on the course.

Dr Fouad Al Khadra, Yehya Bakir, Mohammad Saeed
and Adnan Assaf won the challenge with a score of 56.4
points. Abdul Razaq Abdullah, Hamid Abdullah, Ahmed
Al Sarawi and Ali al Jazzaf were runners up with 57.9
points and  Stewart Lockie, Ramzi Al Shamali, George

Lambros and David Peterson took third place just 1
point behind with 58.9.   

In addition to the winning team prizes, some extra
awards were given to individuals.  Razmic Moosesian
and  Leo Perera won the “Beat the Pro” competition,
both received return business class tickets on Emirates
Airline presented by Mohammed Alnahari Al Hashmi,
Kuwait Country  Manager and Brett Morrow, Manager -
partnerships for Emirates, while “Nearest-the-pin” went
to Qatami Al Qatami who received a putter presented
by Ali Al Jazzaf from Golfme.  The “Straightest-Drive” was
won by Suresh Kaushal who received a KD 100 ABK Visa
Emirates Gold prepaid travel card and finally, in good
spirit, the losing team walked away with a complimen-
tary hour of golf lessons at the Sahara Golf Club. 

During the closing ceremony ABK thanked their part-
ners; Emirates Airline, Golfme, Visa and Sahara Golf Club
for their ongoing support.

DUBAI: The second qualifying round of the 18th Xerox
Corporate Golf Challenge, held at the Yas Links, Abu
Dhabi, has identified the second group of teams to
qualify for the Grand Finals, to be held later in the year. 

Manny Ostojic and Mattias Bjorn from Jump Sports
Academies team scored 47 points to be declared the
winners, followed by Nicholas Hymas and Ghazi
Arungazeb from Dubai & Surfers team in second place
with 45 points. Two teams scored 44 points each,
and,after countback, third placewent to Christopher
Bentley and Christian Seear from The Strokers team, and
fourth place to Hiram Diggines and Andrea Hartley from
Dream Team. In fifth wasAseem Azim and Saquib
Mahmoodfrom S&A team with 42 points.

DeVere Acuma’s Nearest the Pin on hole 8 was won
by Sungjin Hwang, and Chrysler’s hole 17 Nearest the
Pin by Ken Lowry. A new on-course competition - ‘King
of Pars’ - sponsored by DeVere Acuma has been intro-
duced to the 2016 Challenge. This competition recog-
nises and rewards teams that perform best on Par 3’s,
Par 4’s and Par 5’s.  The teams that score the best on the
various hole types win a prize as well as enter the
‘Golden Ticket’ draw, which will see the lucky entrant
win a place in the 2016 Grand Final. Winners of the first
qualifier’s King of Pars are;

King of the Par 3s: Sungjin Hwang and Moonwon Jo.
King of the Par 4s: Peter Godard and Chris Hewett.
King of the Par 5s: Mira Milligan and Iain Milligan.

DETROIT: Pavel Datsyuk has been drawing eyes and drop-
ping jaws with his dazzling skills, dangling pucks on his
stick and snatching them from opponents for more than a
decade.  He isn’t used to doing it with his words.

Datsyuk did just that over the weekend when he
revealed plans to leave the Detroit Red Wings after the
playoffs with a year left on his contract to reunite with his
teenage daughter and continue his career in Russia. He
was peppered with questions Monday, a day after being
quoted in a Detroit Free Press story saying he was retiring
from the NHL as soon as Detroit finishes its postseason run.

Datsyuk told reporters Monday there is a chance he could
change his mind.  “It’s hard to make a 100-percent decision
now,” he said. “Now, it’s just more focus on the playoffs. Let
the fun begin.”

The 37-year-old Datsyuk sounded as if he was surprised
by the stir he created by confirming what had been report-
ed a week earlier by Sportsnet. He would much rather
focus on Game 1 in Tampa Bay tonight.

When the series shifts to Detroit for Game 3 on Sunday,
expect red-clad screaming fans in the Motor City to lobby
for the Magic Man to return next season. Last week at
home against Philadelphia, the “One more year!” chants
almost brought Datsyuk to tears.  “It was really emotional
and it set me back a bit,” he said.

Datsyuk, who signed a three-year, $22.5 million con-
tract, will count $7.5 million against Detroit’s salary cap
next season even if he retires.

“Yeah, I’m really troubled by this one,” he acknowledged.
“I make a mistake. I need to sign year by year.” Red Wings
general manager Ken Holland said he will not comment on
Datsyuk’s future until the season is over. Detroit coach Jeff
Blashill spoke, but said little about the situation.  “I’m glad
Pav is in our lineup on Wednesday,” he said.

Red Wings captain Henrik Zetterberg is close with
Datsyuk, a teammate since 2002, and isn’t surprised to hear
that the word has spread about Datsyuk’s desire to go
home.  “I had a feeling,” he said.

Detroit drafted Datsyuk in the sixth round in 1998 and
he made his NHL debut three years later, helping the Red
Wings win the Stanley Cup as a rookie. He was one of the
franchise’s stars as it won another title in 2008, the year in
which he won his first of three straight Selke Trophies as
the league’s top defensive forward.

“One of the best two-way players in the game, and has
been for a long time and continues to be,” Blashill said.
“He’s a poster child of what it takes to be successful in this
league now. He’s skilled, but he competes hard, he’s physi-
cal on puck and he’s extremely good defensively.”

Datsyuk helped Detroit extend its postseason streak to
25 years this season, finishing third in the Atlantic Division.
He had 49 points after missing the first month of the sea-
son while recovering from ankle surgery. “He looks pretty
quick and shifty to me right now,” Blashill said. —AP

Red Wings’ Datsyuk says it’s 
hard to make decision now

SINGAPORE: Badminton can do more to become a glob-
al sport by allowing tournaments to be played outside
the sport’s traditional Asian bastions, two-time Olympic
champion Lin Dan said yesterday.  Speaking at a news
conference ahead of this week’s Singapore Open, the
Chinese superstar said the sport should be more popular
than it already is.  “Badminton is an attractive sport that
helps a lot of people, especially teenagers, both physically
and mentally,” he said through a translator.  “If you want
more (people) to accept and enjoy the sport, competi-
tions have to be played in different parts of the world
rather than always in India, Singapore, Malaysia or China,”
he added. “Should competitions of a high standard be
organised in new venues, I am very willing to take part.”
The 32-year-old added it was the job of the Badminton
World Federation to promote the sport to a wider interna-
tional audience.  Nicknamed “Super Dan” in 2004, by now-
retired Danish star Peter Gade, the Chinese shuttler
remains the only singles player to have scooped all nine
major badminton titles on top of two Olympic golds.

While the pressure may be on Lin to add a third gold at
the Rio Olympics in August, he said his focus would sim-
ply be to perform at his best.  “We won’t be thinking
about statistics or the chances of winning gold. It’s only
by playing one’s best in every game that you will have the
best outcome,” he said.—AFP

Jump Sports Academies wins second qualifier
of Xerox Corporate Golf Challenge

Team ‘Jump Sports Academies’ wins second qualifier of the 18th Xerox Corporate Golf Challenge.

‘Super’ Dan says sport 
should expand global reach
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NEW ORLEANS: People across
Louisiana were trying Monday to
process the news that one of the Saints’
much-loved players, former defensive
end Will Smith, was shot in the back
Saturday night in what police called an
act of deadly road-rage.

Smith, 34, arrived in New Orleans in
2004 as a No. 1 draft pick and played
with such passion and power that he
quickly became a defensive captain. Off
the field, he won hearts in his adopted
city, which was devastated by Hurricane
Katrina in 2005 and rejuvenated when
the Saints won the Superbowl in 2009.

“I am telling you that this man loved
the city of New Orleans,” said Terrell
Haynes, who got to know Smith and his
wife Racquel through their work with
Kingsley House, an organization helping
underprivileged families and kids. “That’s
the part that is really disheartening, that
this man loved this city.”

Police said Cardell Hayes, a former
semi-pro football player, rear-ended
Smith’s Mercedes G63 with his Humvee
H2, pushing it into a Chevrolet Impala
carrying Smith’s acquaintances, before
Hayes opened fire.

A defense attorney for Hayes, John
Fuller, says there’s more to the story: He
said Hayes himself had been rear-ended
moments earlier by a hit-and-run driver,

and called 911 to describe the car he
was following before he ran into the
back of Smith’s Mercedes. It remains
unclear whether the car he was pursuing
was the Mercedes, the Impala or some
other unrelated car.

The two men - both big and impos-
ing - then angrily confronted each other
on Felicity Street  shortly before mid-
night. Moments later, witnesses heard
gunfire. Smith was killed by bullets in his
back and torso. His wife was wounded in
the leg.

Police arrived soon thereafter, hand-
cuffing Hayes. As paramedics wheeled
Racquel Smith  away on a stretcher, her
husband’s lifeless arm could be seen
above his steering wheel, his body
slumped partially outside his car.

Hayes, 28, was being held on $1 mil-
lion bond after police arrested him on a
charge of second-degree murder. He
was in court again Monday as arrange-
ments were made for a new lawyer to
eventually replace Fuller, who will soon
begin work as a temporary judge.
Prosecutors now have 60 days to decide
how to proceed.

Fuller insisted outside court Monday
that Hayes will be vindicated once the
full story emerges. Someone “besides
my client” was behaving in a threatening
manner, he said. “My client  has been pil-

loried, convicted and tried,” he added,
complaining about media coverage.

NO INFORMATION
Questions remain about what exactly

transpired that night. Police haven’t
released the accounts of Racquel Smith,
the passengers in the other cars, nor any
other witnesses. A police spokesman,
Tyler Gamble, said he had no immediate
information about the 911 call. The news
was hard to stomach for people who
had closely followed Smith’s career. The
Queens, New York native came to New
Orleans from Ohio State where he was
on the 2002 national championship
team, and quickly became a team leader,
Saints’ play-by-play announcer Jim
Henderson said Monday.

“He played with great leverage and
such great passion and such incredible
power that he was there for you day
after day after day, game after game,”
Henderson said. Smith created his share
of football highlights, particularly in the
2009 run to the Super Bowl, when he
had 13 regular-season sacks - fifth best
in the NFL that year. His postseason play
included an interception of a Kurt
Warner pass in a Saints playoff victory
over the Arizona Cardinals.

“He might do a little fist-bump or he
might take a look at his bicep after a

sack. But he wasn’t one to gloat on indi-
vidual statistics. He was a team leader,”
Henderson said.

LOCKER ROOM LEADER
Smith was preparing for his second

season when Hurricane Katrina devas-
tated New Orleans, southeast Louisiana
and the Mississippi Gulf Coast in 2005.
That season was dismal for the Saints.
The Superdome, initially a refuge for
thousands of people whose homes were
submerged, was badly damaged. Forced
to play the entire season on the road,
they went 3-13, and some speculated
the team might never return.

Local radio broadcaster and talk show
host Eric Asher says Smith became a
locker room leader after the storm, con-
vincing others that the 2006 season
under new coach Sean Payton and quar-
terback Drew Brees was about more
than getting more wins on the field.

“He had been in New Orleans before
the storm. He’d dealt with the aftermath
of the storm. He understood that foot-
ball was really secondary here - this was
about uplifting the entire region,” Asher
said. “He was always a guy who was a
leader on and off the field for this team.”

Those ties endured after Smith retired
from football. He continued to live in
suburban Kenner with his wife and three

children, coaching his son Wynter’s foot-
ball team while studying for a Masters’ in
Business Administration at the
University of Miami.

The Smiths also hosted a yearly
Christmas party and dinner, giving pres-
ents to families in need. Smith’s career
was not without controversy. He was at
the center of the NFL’s bounty probe in
2012, his last regular season. The league
concluded that he and fellow defensive
captain Jonathan Vilma helped run a
locker-room pool paying cash bonuses
for heavy and even injurious hits.

Smith successfully appealed a four-
game suspension, though Payton was
suspended the entire 2012 season. In
2011, Smith served a two-game suspen-
sion for using a weight-loss diuretic
banned by the league for masking
steroid use. And before that season
began, Smith was indicted on misde-
meanor charges of domestic abuse bat-
tery and public intoxication after officers
saw him grab his wife’s hair in an argu-
ment. Those charges were dismissed at
his wife’s request after Smith went
through counseling and  performed
community service. He also Smith also
wrote a letter of apology to the Lafayette
Police Department, a prosecutor said.
Funeral arrangements have not yet been
made public. — AP

City mourns Saints player as questions over death remain

MONACO: Britain’s Andy Murray serves the ball to France’s Pierre-Hugues Herbert during the Monte-Carlo ATP Masters Series Tournament, yes-
terday in Monaco.  — AFP 

MONTE CARLO: Roger Federer made a flawless
comeback after two and a half months away, as
the Swiss advanced over Guillermo Garcia-Lopez
6-3, 6-4 yesterday to power into the third round
of the Monte Carlo Masters.

The Swiss third seed showed no signs of a lay-
off after undergoing a knee operation on
February 3 and delaying his comeback by three
weeks due to a stomach illness last month
before Miami. Federer has never won the Monte
Carlo title, losing in four finals, most recently in
2014 to compatriot Stan Wawrinka, the reigning
French Open champion.  “I’m glad to be back
among the best players in the world,” Federer
said after his 75-minute win. “It was a tough
recovery but you must take it day by day, setting
goals and achieving them.”

Federer was broken while serving for the win
leading 5-2 in the second set, but he got the job
done on the second time of asking with a win-
ner.  It was a struggle for number two Andy
Murray, who needed to call upon all of his
resources to survive his opening match of the
season on clay.  The Scot scratched out a 6-2, 4-6,
6-3 win over French qualifier Pierre-Hugues
Herbert. Murray needed two hours to book his
place in the third round after losing serve four
times against Herbert.

He has yet to regain his top form two months
after becoming a father. “I’ve definitely been a
little bit flat since the Davis Cup (last November).
I don’t know why. In a lot of my matches, it’s
been some good stuff mixed in with some pretty
bad stuff. “The norm is bad just now, so I need to
improve on that. I’m not playing my best. The
consistency has not been there, maybe not as
sharp as I could be mentally.

TOO MANY MISTAKES
“It was obviously a very scrappy match. The

best tennis I played was really in the third set
when I was up a break,” Murray said. “He had a
few chances there. I was able to raise my game
at those moments.  “It was up and down in the
second set for me, on this surface, that’s some-
thing that shouldn’t happen. I made too many
mistakes.” The 28-year-old has a massive set of
clay-court ranking points to defend after last
year winning his first two titles on the surface at
Munich and Madrid.

Murray improved his tournament record to
12-7 with the victory. He needed battle in a tight
third set against the 95th-ranked Herbert, break-
ing to love for a 3-1 lead that proved decisive.

Federer, playing here for a 13th time, won his
fourth match over Garcia-Lopez without the loss
of a set as they met for the first time on clay.
Federer won his 29th Monte Carlo match against

a dozen losses.  Spain’s injured seventh seed
David Ferrer withdrew a day prior to his second-
round match against German teenager
Alexander Zverev. He was replaced by compatri-
ot Marcel Granollers. Ferrer, a finalist in the
Principality five years ago against Rafael Nadal,
has had a patchy 2016 season, taking a break
from late February to late March to rest.

Upon his return, the ATP number eight lost in
the Miami third round to France’s Lucas Pouille.

Frenchman Gilles Simon also earned a sec-
ond-round win, beating Bulgarian Grigor
Dimitrov 6-4, 6-3.

In the first round, Belgian 11th seed David
Goffin dispatched Feliciano Lopez 7-5, 6-0, while
Portugal’s Joao Sousa beat Ivo Karlovic 6-3, 7-6
(7/4), Bosnian Damir Dzumhur put out Robin
Haase 6-2, 6-0 and Pablo Cuevas needed three
hours 20 minutes to defeat Daniel Gimeno-
Traver 7-6 (7/2), 6-7 (2/7), 7-6 (7/4). —AFP

Federer dominant, Murray 
struggles at Monte Carlo

JOHANNESBURG: Allister Coetzee was
named South Africa rugby coach yesterday
and tasked with changing the racial mix of
the team and rediscovering a winning cul-
ture. Twice world champions, the
Springboks lost to New Zealand in the
World Cup semi-finals last year and five
defeats in 11 Tests included stunning beat-
ings from Argentina and Japan. South
Africa often fielded starting teams contain-
ing 12 white players, much to the anger of
the government and sections of the public
who want a team more reflective of the
population.

Nine percent of South Africans are
white, yet they have dominated national
rugby teams since the post-apartheid read-
mittance to the Test arena.  A national rug-
by union and government agreement tar-
gets half the South African 2019 Rugby
World Cup team in Japan being black.
Coetzee is the second black Springboks
coach, following in the footsteps of Peter

de Villiers, who was in charge between
2008 and 2011.  “When a player is selected
he must understand where he fits into the
team, regardless of colour,” the new coach
told reporters after his appointment was
confirmed at a Johannesburg TV studio.  

“When we select a player we look with
one pair of glasses. I need to back every
player that we select, it is not about race.
“We must be smarter in the way we use our
physicality and put a lot of emphasis on
decision makers, especially nine (scrum-
half ) and 10 (fly-half ).” The enormity of the
task facing the 52-year-old former scrum-
half was evident last weekend when only
20 of 75 South African starters in Super
Rugby were black.

Further narrowing the options for
Coetzee was the fact that 70 percent of
those players operate in just three posi-
tions: eight were wingers, three were loose-
head props and three were centres.

Robbed by apartheid of a chance to play
for South Africa, Coetzee chose teams dur-
ing six years in charge of the Cape Town-
based Western Stormers that were close to
50 percent black.

His legacy lives on with the Stormers
fielding six black starters last weekend,
Southern Kings five and Coastal Sharks,
Golden Lions and Northern Bulls three
each. Central Cheetahs had a bye. Coetzee
left Stormers last year to join Japanese club
Kobelco Steelers.

FEARLESS
Being chosen for one of the toughest

jobs in world rugby in succession to
Heyneke Meyer fulfils a life-long ambition
for the man born in Eastern Cape university
town Grahamstown. 

He was an assistant to Jake White when
South Africa won the Rugby World Cup in
France nine years ago, then lost out to De
Villiers for the top job.  South Africa begin a
Test season in June with three home inter-
nationals against Ireland.

The Springboks then meet Argentina,
Australia and New Zealand home and away
in the southern hemisphere Rugby
Championship.  An end-of-season tour
starts against the Barbarians in London fol-
lowed by Tests against England, Wales and
to-be-named opponents.  Coetzee devel-
oped a love of rugby from his father and
brother and was a fearless scrum-half, fond
of blind-side breaks.

But he never achieved the ultimate goal
of every South African rugby player — to
represent the Springboks-because blacks
were barred under a racially segregated
sport system.

As apartheid collapsed in the early
1990s and rugby bodies united, Coetzee
played for and coached his native Eastern
Province and also had roles at the Cats
(now Golden Lions) and Sharks.

His big break came in 2008 when
named Western Province Currie Cup coach
and two years later was also put in charge
of sister team Western Stormers as well.
Under Coetzee, Stormers became the lead-
ing South African side in Super Rugby, but
could not break the trophy-winning stran-
glehold of Australian and New Zealand out-
fits. While widely praised for developing
black talent, Coetzee faced constant criti-
cism for overly defensive tactics. 

“Coetzee is the right man for the Bok
job. He has the thick skin, the technical
knowledge and desire to make a differ-
ence,” wrote John Goliath of the
Independent Newspapers group.

Colleague Mike Greenaway was not con-
vinced, though: “Stormers were unable to
take the step up and mix it in the Super
Rugby play-offs.  “So what will change
when Coetzee takes over the Boks?” — AFP

Major tasks for new 
Springbok coach Coetzee

JOHANNESBURG: Allister Coetzee
arrives for a press conference in
Johannesburg, South Africa, yesterday.
Coetzee has been confirmed as South
Africa’s national rugby team coach and
has been given a four-year contract to
take the Springboks past the 2019
Rugby World Cup in Japan. — AP

ADELAIDE: Former world champion Cate
Campbell edged her sister and reigning world
champion Bronte to win an epic 100-metres
freestyle final at the Australian
Championships and Olympic trials in
Adelaide yesterday.

Cate Campbell, who won the world crown
in 2013, swam close to her personal best time
in 52.38 seconds to edge out her sister by just
0.20secs. Both siblings will now head to the
Rio Olympics to resume their friendly rivalry
in the event.

Testament to the quality of the race was
that Cate Campbell’s time was 0.14secs under
the time Bronte took to win the gold medal at
last year’s Kazan world championships.

Both sisters showed the punishing effects
of the gruelling race in the poolside interview
as they winced and gasped in pain from their
exertions. Both are coming back from injuries.
Cate had shoulder surgery in late 2014 which
left her underdone last year when she
claimed bronze behind Bronte in the event at
Kazan. Bronte has been troubled by hip and
shoulder problems this year and needs a cor-
tisone injection to settle her shoulder. “I am
just thrilled to be on that plane. It seems like
I’ve been on the road to Rio forever and I am
now on the plane to Rio and I couldn’t be
happier,” Cate said.

Bronte said: “There’s never been a tougher
100m freestyle final at this national champi-
onships and it took me pretty well much my
best time just to make the team ... that time
won the world champs last year so I ’m
pleased I put together a good race when it
counted.”

Australia is gearing for a potential gold
medal-winning women’s relay team at Rio
with third placed Emma McKeon going under
53secs in 52.80, while the fourth swimmer

Brittany Elmslie clocked 53.54secs. “It’s excit-
ing. There are four women who were swim-
ming under 53secs and three of them are
training in Australia,” Cate said.

In yesterday’s other finals, world champion
Mitch Larkin claimed the backstroke double
at the meet, winning the 200m event in
1:53.90secs from Josh Beaver (1:56.19).

Daniel Tranter (1:58.72) won the 200m
individual medley in the absence of fastest
qualifer Thomas Fraser-Holmes. Justin James
was second but both  failed to qualify for
Olympic team selection.

Taylor McKeown won the women’s 200m
breaststroke in a qualifying time of 2:21.45
from Georgia Bohl (2:23.95).

Cameron McEvoy qualified fastest for the
50m freestyle final following his slashing win
in the 100m event on Monday.

McEvoy topped the 50m semi-finals with
22.12secs, ahead of Matt Abood (22.24) and
James Magnussen (22.34). — AFP

Cate Campbell 

Cate Campbell edges sister 
Bronte to win 100m freestyle

Capitals not running from 
Stanley Cup expectations

ARLINGTON: Once again, the Washington
Capitals are atop the NHL as the best regu-
lar-season team. Once again, the pressure’s
on them as the favorite to win the Stanley
Cup and prove this year won’t bring anoth-
er early playoff exit.

Expectations have never been higher for
Alex Ovechkin and the Capitals, six years
after their first Presidents’ Trophy and with
their window drawing to a close. Being the
best team over 82 games was worth noth-
ing to Washington in 2010 when it lost in
the first round to the Montreal Canadiens,
but this team isn’t running from the notion
that it’s Stanley Cup or bust.

“We’re here to win a championship,”
general manager Brian MacLellan said.
“Anything less than that is unsuccessful in
my mind.” MacLellan isn’t the only one who
holds that belief. The Capitals finished 11
points ahead of the field and boast the top
goal-scorer in Ovechkin, arguably the best

goaltender in Braden Holtby and one of the
deepest defenses around.

With the defending-champion Chicago
Blackhawks looking not nearly as formida-
ble as years past and no other dominant
team in either the East or the West, this
looks like the Capitals’ year.  Ovechkin has
heard that so much and yet hasn’t made it
past the second round in seven previous
tries.

“Every year you ask me the same ques-
tion, ‘This is the year, this is the year?’”
Ovechkin said. “You never know what’s
going to happen in the playoffs. It’s a total
different thing.”

The unpredictability of playoff hockey is
the biggest obstacle standing in the
Capitals’ way.  So much has to go right,
from health to matchups to goaltending,
and only eight of 29 Presidents’ Trophy win-
ners have gone on to win the Stanley
Cup.—AP
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CHICAGO: Reds left-hander Brandon Finnegan
pitched 6 2/3 hitless innings before allowing a
single to David Ross, but Addison Russell hit a
three-run home run while Chicago roughed up
Cincinnati’s bullpen in a 5-3 victory Monday
night in the Cubs’ home opener.  Ross’ single
started a two-run rally, with Jason Heyward cut-
ting the Cubs’ deficit to 3-2 with a bases-loaded
single off Tony Cingrani. In the eighth, Cingrani
(0-1) walked Ben Zobrist with one out and hit
Jorge Soler. Russell then drove Jumbo Diaz’s first
pitch out to left-center, whipping the packed
crowd into a frenzy and sending the Cubs to
their sixth victory in seven games, matching
their best start since 1998.  Jon Lester pitched six
innings, allowing three runs and five hits. Adam
Warren (1-0) worked a scoreless eighth for his
first win as a Cub, and Hector Rondon struck out
the side in the ninth for his second save in as
many chances.

ORIOLES 9, RED SOX 7
Chris Davis hit a tiebreaking, three-run homer

off new closer Craig Kimbrel in the ninth inning
and drove in five runs, carrying Baltimore over
Boston in David Ortiz ’s final home opener.
Kimbrel (0-1), the All-Star reliever acquired in an
offseason trade from San Diego, entered  with
the score 6-6. He walked Caleb Joseph with one
out and Manny Machado with two outs, then
gave up Davis’ home run to center on a 97 mph
pitch. Mookie Betts homered off Zach Britton
leading off the bottom half, and Boston had two
on and no outs when Ortiz grounded into a dou-
ble play. Britton then struck out Hanley Ramirez
for his third save. Brad Brach (2-0) pitched a per-
fect eighth. The Orioles improved to 6-0 and
remain the lone unbeaten team in the major
leagues. They had been shut out in their previ-
ous three trips to Fenway, outscored 17-0.

ASTROS 8, ROYALS 2
Collin McHugh bounced back from the short-

est start of his career by pitching seven scoreless
innings and Colby Rasmus hit a two-run homer
as Houston won its home opener over Kansas
City. Carlos Correa had three hits and two RBIs
for Houston, Jose Altuve had three hits and
rookie Tyler White added a pair of hits for his
fourth multi-hit game this year.  McHugh (1-1)
allowed eight hits and struck out four to bounce
back from his last start, in which he allowed six
runs and walked two in 1/3 inning of a 16-6 loss
to the Yankees.  Chris Young (0-2) allowed nine
hits and six runs in 4 2/3 innings. The Astros
jumped on him early and were up by 1 in the
first after an RBI double by Correa when Rasmus
launched a towering shot to the second deck in
right field to make it 3-0.

MARLINS 10, METS 3
Giancarlo Stanton homered to cap a seven-

run second inning against Steven Matz, and
Miami handed the touted rookie his first regular-
season loss.  Marcell Ozuna homered and dou-
bled to break out of an early slump, and Adeiny
Hechavarria had three RBIs from the No. 8 spot
in the lineup. By the sixth inning, every Marlins
starting position player had a hit and scored a
run. Chris Johnson reached base four times in his
first start for Miami, and J.T. Realmuto had three
of the team’s 15 hits. Martin Prado had two sin-
gles and two walks in a game that dragged on
for 3 hours, 45 minutes, before a sparse crowd at
Citi Field. Chris Narveson (1-0) pitched 1 1/3
scoreless innings and struck out two in relief.
Matz (0-1) was pulled after 1 2/3 innings. 

ANGELS 4, ATHLETICS 1
Mike Trout hit his first home run of the sea-

son, Nick Tropeano pitched five scoreless innings
in his season debut as Los Angeles beat Oakland
and ace Sonny Gray. Trout struck out looking
twice but homered on the first pitch he saw
from Gray in the sixth, a towering two-run shot
that ricocheted off the right side of the bleach-
ers just below the luxury suites in left center

field. Gray (1-1) allowed three runs over 6 1/3
innings, struck out six and walked three.
Tropeano (1-0) gave up six hits in five-plus
innings.

WHITE SOX 4, TWINS 1
Austin Jackson hit a two-run, two-out single

in the fourth inning, one pitch after just missing
a grand slam, and Minnesota dropped to 0-7
with a loss in its home opener. It is the worst
start for the franchise since the original
Washington Senators lost their first 13 games in
1904, according to STATS. Jose Quintana (1-0)
completed six smooth innings with one run
allowed for the White Sox, who have won five of
their first seven. Twins starter Kyle Gibson (0-2)
was charged with one earned run over 5 2/3
innings.

NATIONALS 6, BRAVES 4
Falling to 0-6 for the first time in nearly 30

years, Atlanta lost to Washington, which used
Wilson Ramos’ four singles and two RBIs to help
cover up a shaky start by Max Scherzer. Scherzer
(1-0), pitching on a full week’s rest, won despite
allowing two-run doubles to A.J. Pierzynski and
Nick Markakis in the first two innings. The righty
wound up going six innings and didn’t let
Atlanta score again in front of a sparse crowd
announced as 18,119.  Ramos drove in the go-
ahead run off Bud Norris (0-2) in the fifth, break-
ing a 4-all tie. Daniel Murphy hit a two-run shot
off Norris in the first.

PIRATES 7, TIGERS 4
Gregory Polanco had two of Pittsburgh’s six

doubles, and the Pirates chased Justin Verlander
during the fifth inning. Verlander (0-1) allowed
seven runs and 10 hits - five of them doubles - in

4 1-3 innings. Jonathan Niese (1-0) gave up four
runs - three earned - and five hits in six innings.
Mark Melancon pitched a one-hit ninth for his
third save.

RANGERS 7, MARINERS 3
Colby Lewis allowed one run on four hits over

six innings against Seattle’s struggling offense
and Rougned Odor drove in three runs to lead
Texas. Lewis (1-0) allowed a first-inning run on
Nelson Cruz’s two-out RBI double, then retired
13 straight before allowing an infield single to
open the sixth when he failed to cover on
Leonys Martin’s bouncer to first. The Rangers
erased a 1-0 deficit with runs in the second, third
and fourth off Hisashi Iwakuma (0-1), who gave
up three runs on eight hits in six innings.

PADRES 4, PHILLIES 3
Alexi Amarista’s safety squeeze in the seventh

scored the go-ahead run in Philadelphia’s home
opener. Wil Myers hit a solo homer for the
Padres, who benefited from a strange double
play and two video reviews going their way.
Kevin Quackenbush (1-0) struck out the only
batter he faced, and Fernando Rodney pitched
the ninth for his first save for the Padres. Aaron
Nola (0-2) allowed four runs and six hits, striking
out a career-best nine in seven innings.

CARDINALS 10, BREWERS 1
Michael Wacha (1-0) allowed four hits in six

scoreless innings, and St. Louis had 10 extra-
base hits in its home opener. Jeremy Hazelbaker
was 4 for 4 with a triple, double and sacrifice fly,
lifting his average to .526, and fellow rookie
Almedys Diaz had two doubles. Yadier Molina
had three hits, two RBIs and an uncontested
steal off Taylor Jungmann (0-1). — AP

CHICAGO: Chicago Cubs’ Addison Russell hits a three-run home run during the eighth inning of an opening baseball game against the
Cincinnati Reds on Monday, in Chicago. — AP

Finnegan loses no-hit bid in 7th
as Russell, Cubs top Reds 5-3

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB     
Baltimore 6 0 1.000 -      
NY Yankees 3 2 .600 2.5  
Boston 3 3 .500 3      
Toronto 3 4 .429 3.5  
Tampa Bay 2 4 .333 4      

Central Division
Chicago White Sox 5 2 .714 -      
Kansas City 4 2 .667 0.5  
Detroit 3 2 .600 1      
Cleveland 2 2 .500 1.5  
Minnesota 0 7 0 5      

Western Division
Oakland 4 4 .500 -      
Texas 4 4 .500 -      
Houston 3 4 .429 0.5  
LA Angels 3 4 .429 0.5  
Seattle 2 5 .286 1.5  

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 4 1 .800 -      
Miami 2 3 .400 2      
NY Mets 2 4 .333 2.5  
Philadelphia 2 5 .286 3      
Atlanta 0 6 0     4.5  

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 6 1 .857 -      
Cincinnati 5 2 .714 1      
Pittsburgh 5 2 .714 1      
St. Louis 4 3 .571 2      
Milwaukee 3 4 .429 3      

Western Division
San Francisco 5 2 .714 -      
LA Dodgers 4 3 .571 1      
Colorado 3 3 .500 1.5  
San Diego 3 4 .429 2      
Arizona 2 5 .286 3      

MLB results/standings

Pittsburgh 7, Detroit 4; Baltimore 9, Boston 7; San Diego 4, Philadelphia 3; Chicago White Sox 4, Minnesota 1; St.
Louis 10, Milwaukee 1; Washington 6, Atlanta 4; Miami 10, NY Mets 3.

LONDON: Nottinghamshire and England
batsman James Taylor has been forced to
retire at the age of just 26 because of a “very
serious” heart condition, his county
announced yesterday. Taylor, who won the
last of his seven caps in England’s most
recent Test against South Africa at Centurion
three months ago, withdrew from
Nottinghamshire’s opening and ongoing
County Championship match at home to
Surrey because of illness.

The Midlands county announced on its
website yesterday that “specialist scans
revealed yesterday (Monday) that the 26-
year-old has the very serious heart condition,
ARVC (Arrhythmogenic Right Ventricular
Arrhythmia).”  Taylor, whose condition
requires surgery, told his Twitter followers:
“Safe to say this has been the toughest week
of my life! My world is upside down. But I’m
here to stay and I’m battling on!
#lifestooshort.” His diagnosis is similar to that
of former Bolton Wanderers footballer Fabrice
Muamba, whose career was cut short after he
collapsed on the pitch in 2012. England and
Wales Cricket Board director Andrew Strauss,
Taylor’s first England Test captain, said: “It is
both shocking and saddening to hear that
James’ career has been cut short in such a
sudden and unexpected manner.

“Throughout his career, he has constantly
impressed with his determination to make
the absolute most of his ability, and it is
immensely cruel that such a hard-working
player will be unable to fulfil his great poten-
tial in the international arena. “The ECB will
work closely with Nottinghamshire and
together we will do everything possible to
help James through this difficult period, and
aid him in his recovery.” Taylor’s absence from
Nottinghamshire’s first-class match against a
Cambridge student team last week was put
down to a viral condition.

‘MODEL PROFESSIONAL’
Nottinghamshire director of cricket Mick

Newell said no one at Trent Bridge had any
idea about the severity of Taylor’s condition.
“Myself and all of James’ team-mates and col-
leagues are terribly sad to hear this news,
which comes as a big shock to us all,” Newell
said. “He is a model professional, the most
hard-working I’ve ever known in cricket,
making it all the more difficult to accept that
his career has been cut short in this way.

“It goes without saying that he has the
very best wishes of us all in terms of recover-
ing from his operation, and that we are look-
ing forward to seeing him back at Trent
Bridge when he is fit and able.” Former team-
mates and opponents took to Twitter to
voice their sadness, with current England
batsman Moeen Ali saying: “Such bad news
to hear about a top player @jamestaylor20
what a talent. Wish you all the best in your
recovery! Topguy.”

Meanwhile Michael Clarke, the former
Australia captain, said: “Really feel for
@jamestaylor20 Absolutely devastated for
you.” Born in Nottingham, the diminutive
Taylor-the son of a jockey-made his first-class
debut for Leicestershire in 2008, with the
middle-order batsman making his Test bow
against South Africa at Headingley four years
later.

But after those first two caps in 2012, he
had to wait more than three years for anoth-
er Test appearance. Recent months had wit-
nessed some of Taylor’s best international
performances, including impressive displays
as a close-in fielder. Although his seven Tests,
in which he averaged a modest 26, did not
yield a hundred, with his top score of 76
coming against Pakistan in Sharjah in
November last year. Taylor also made 27 one-
day international appearances, averaging
42.23, with his lone century scored against
Australia at Old Trafford in September.

His first-class career saw Taylor score more
than 9,000 runs, at an average of over 46,
including 20 hundreds. —AFP

SHARJAH: In this file photo, England’s batsman James Taylor, right, and Jose Buttler
shakes hands after the 3rd One Day Internationals between Pakistan and England at
the Sharjah Cricket Stadium in Sharjah. James Taylor has been forced to retire from
cricket at the age of 26 after being diagnosed with a serious heart condition. — AP

LONDON: Ireland will face Afghanistan in a
five-match one-day series at Belfast ’s
Stormont ground in July, officials announced
yesterday. The teams are two of the world’s
leading non-Test or Associate nations.
Afghanistan impressed again on the interna-
tional stage during the recent World Twenty20
in India, where they caused losing finalists
England to suffer a top-order collapse and
beat eventual champions the West Indies in a
group match.

For Ireland, the July 10-19 series will be
their first five-match campaign and comes in a
home season that also sees them playing two
Test nations in Sri Lanka and Pakistan.  

“We’re certainly getting close to the

amount and variety of fixtures we need to
continue our international development,”
Ireland coach John Bracewell said in a Cricket
Ireland statement. 

“The more games we play in varying condi-
tions the more we learn and grow as a cricket-
ing nation.” The former New Zealand off-spin-
ner added: “I expect the five game series
against Afghanistan will be tough and fiercely
competitive.  “They had an excellent series win
in both ODI’s (one-day internationals) and T20
against Zimbabwe last year, and continued
that form in the World Twenty20, beating the
eventual champions West Indies, which was a
fantastic achievement for them and the
Associate cricket cause.” —AFP

Ireland reveal Afghan series

MANCHESTER: Danny Willett returned to
England yesterday promising to take his
shock Masters title win in his stride as he
arrived at Manchester Airport to the glare of
television cameras.

Few outside of golf had heard of the 28-
year-old Yorkshireman before his victory at
Augusta National last week saw him claim the
first major title of his career.

But all that changed when Willett held his
nerve on Sunday following leader Jordan
Spieth’s final-round collapse to become the
first Englishman to win the Masters in 20
years. “It’s a nice way to get back into the air-
port,” a smiling Willett said ahead of the short
final leg of his journey home to Sheffield to
see wife Nicole and new baby son Zachariah,
who was born shortly before the start of last
week’s Masters.

Willett, wearing the green jacket given to
Masters’ winners, added: “It’s been pretty big
in America but until you get home I don’t
think you can quite realise the scale of what’s
going on.”

“Hopefully we just take it in our stride and
enjoy what we’ve done,” said the new world
number nine. “We’ve had a lot of encouraging
messages from really nice people around the
world offering advice if I need it so we’ve got
a lot of good people on our side. I think we’ll
be all right.”

‘Crazy’ 
Willett thought he would have to miss

the Masters, because he wanted to be pres-
ent for  the bir th of  his  son,  which he
thought would be on April 10 — the day of
the final round at Augusta.

But Zachariah was born on March 29
instead and that meant Willett could be pres-
ent at his birth before flying to the United
States. Fame was thrust upon Willett last
week and he admitted: “It’s still a bit crazy,
everything’s still up in the air but I think it’ll
start slowly sinking in,” he said. “I’ve got a cou-
ple of hours left then hopefully we’ll be able
to go home and lock the door. “I’m looking
forward to spending time with Nic and little
man and just enjoying what we’ve just done.
Watching it over, seeing the reruns, and going
back to being a dad. Got to change some
nappies.” Willett said the important thing now
for his career was that he and his manage-
ment team did not radically alter an approach
to golf that has seen him rise from outside
the top 100 at the end of 2013 to a place
inside the top 10 and four professional titles.

“We’ll just keep doing the things we’ve
been doing, ticking the boxes we said we’d
do day by day and making sure we’re trying
to get better every time we go out and work,”
he explained.

“That’s all you can do. If along the way for-
tunately you play some good golf and win
some more tournaments then fantastic but
we’re just going to keep doing all the things
we have been doing and hope things contin-
ue.” —AFP

Willett vows to take 
Masters title in his stride

MANCHESTER: Britain’s Danny Willett arrives at Manchester Airport, England, yester-
day, after his victory at the Masters on Sunday. Willett arrived back in Britain having
become the first European to win the Masters since 1999 and only the second English
player to receive the green jacket. — AP

Taylor forced to retire
because of heart problem
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Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB      
Toronto 54 26 .675 -       
Boston 47 34 .580 7.5   
NY Knicks 32 49 .395 22.5  
Brooklyn 21 60 .259 33.5  
Philadelphia 10 70 .125 44      

Central Division
Cleveland 57 24 .704 -       
Indiana 43 37 .538 13.5  
Detroit 43 37 .538 13.5  
Chicago 41 40 .506 16      
Milwaukee 33 48 .407 24      

Southeast Division
Atlanta 48 33 .593 -       
Miami 47 33 .588 0.5   
Charlotte 47 34 .580 1       
Washington 40 41 .494 8       
Orlando 35 46 .432 13      

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 55 26 .679 -       
Portland 43 38 .531 12      
Utah 40 41 .494 15      
Denver 33 48 .407 22      
Minnesota 28 53 .346 27      
Pacific Division
Golden State 72 9 .889 -       
LA Clippers 52 28 .650 19.5  
Sacramento 33 48 .407 39      
Phoenix 22 59 .272 50      
LA Lakers 16 65 .198 56      

Southwest Division
San Antonio 65 15 .813 -       
Memphis 42 38 .525 23      
Dallas 42 39 .519 23.5  
Houston 40 41 .494 25.5  
New Orleans 30 51 .370 35.5  

NBA Results/Standings

Cleveland 109, Atlanta 94; Orlando 107, Milwaukee 98; Charlotte 114, Boston 100; Washington 120,
Brooklyn 111; Houston 129, Minnesota 105; Chicago 121, New Orleans 116; Oklahoma City 112, LA
Lakers 79; Dallas 101, Utah 92; Sacramento 105, Phoenix 101.

KUALA LUMPUR: Asian Cup champion
Australia and Japan have been grouped togeth-
er in the last round of Asian qualifying for the
2018 World Cup in Russia.

The Socceroos and Japan were drawn into
Group B at a ceremony in Kuala Lumpur yester-
day and will be joined by Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates, Iraq and Thailand. Iran
and South Korea were the top-seeded teams in
Group A, which also includes China, Uzbekistan,
2022 World Cup host Qatar and Syria.

The teams were drawn into two groups of
six, with the matches starting in September. The
top two teams in each group qualify automati-
cally, with the third-place teams playing off for a
shot at an inter-continental qualifier against the
fourth-place team from CONCACAF in
November 2017.

The teams were seeded and drawn from six
pots based on the April 7 FIFA rankings, mean-
ing Iran and Australia - the top teams in the
rankings - could not meet nor could South
Korea and Japan.

Australia is expected to open against 2007
Asian champion Iraq at home on Sept. 1 before
traveling to the UAE. In October, the Australians
travel to Saudi Arabia before returning for a
home match against Japan, which has qualified
for the last five World Cups. The Saudis reached
the Round of 16 in 1994 and played in four con-
secutive World Cups but haven’t qualified since
2006. Also on Sept.  1, Iran opens against Qatar,
South Korea hosts China, Japan is at home to
UAE, Saudi Arabia takes on Thailand and
Uzbekistan meets Syria.

Japan is the only team in the group with a
winning record against Australia - eight wins
and eight draws in their 23 international meet-
ings. “If you want to make it to such a presti-
gious tournament, you’ve got to beat the best.
I’m excited,” Australia forward Tim Cahill, who
scored twice in a comeback win over Japan in
his World Cup debut in 2006, told Fox Sports
Australia. “This is what football is all about.
We’ve done so well in the Asian Cup by winning
it - this is where it’s going to separate the men
from the boys. We’re ready for it. We want to
play the best.”

Australia coach Ange Postecoglou said the
challenging draw would hone the Socceroos
ahead of its bigger target. “As Champions of

Asia we will show due respect to all countries,”
he said, “but (we’re) focused on continuing our
journey that has aspirations greater than simply
qualifying for the World Cup.”

South Korea is growing in confidence after
reaching the final of the 2015 Asian Cup, top-
ping their second-round group with 24 unan-
swered goals. “We played exceptionally well in
2015 so we’re full of confidence. I’m very opti-
mistic that we’ll make it to Russia,” South Korea
coach Uli Stielike said ahead of the draw. The
South Koreans have played in nine World Cups
and reached the semifinals in 2002 while co-

hosting the tournament with Japan, which
remains the best run by an Asian team at the
sport ’s marquee tournament. The South
Koreans open against China, which scraped into
the last round with two late wins to maintain its
hopes of reaching the World Cup for only the
second time.

War-torn Syria reached the final round
despite the ongoing upheaval, forcing the
national team to play the entire second round
away from home. The Syrians finished behind
Japan in the previous stage to progress as one
of the four best second-place teams. — AP

Australia, Japan in Group B 
for World Cup qualifying

KUALA LUMPUR: Windsor John, Asian Football Confederation (AFC) General Secretary, displays
a draw for Saudi Arabia during the official draw for the final round of the 2018 World Cup foot-
ball Asian qualifiers, in Kuala Lumpur yesterday. — AFP 

BOSTON: Boston Celtics’ Isaiah Thomas looks to pass away from Charlotte Hornets’
Jeremy Lin (7) and Courtney Lee (1) during the second half of the Charlotte Hornets 114-
100 win over the Boston Celtics in an NBA basketball game in Boston Monday. — AP

BOSTON: Jeremy Lin scored 19 of his 25
points in Charlotte’s big second quarter to
carry the Hornets to a 114-100 win over
Boston on Monday night. Kemba Walker
scored 18 points, and Al Jefferson and
Marvin Williams each had 16 for the
Hornets, who are in a tight race with
Boston and Miami in the Eastern
Conference playoff chase. Isaiah Thomas
and Avery Bradley led Boston with 17
points apiece. It was just the Celtics’ third
loss in their past 21 home games. As with
many of his visits to Boston, Lin had a num-
ber of Asian-American fans holding signs
and cheering his play. The 27-year-old
guard starred at Harvard. Four years ago
when he sparked the New York Knicks, Lin’s
rise was called “Linsanity.”

CAVS 109, HAWKS 94
LeBron James scored 34 points in three

quarters and Kyrie Irving added 35 as the
Cleveland Cavaliers clinched the top seed
in the Eastern Conference playoffs by beat-
ing Atlanta. James scored 19 in the third
quarter and only sat for four of the first 36
minutes as the Cavs ensured they’d have
home-court advantage until  the NBA
Finals. James shot 13 of 16, made all five
free throws and added six rebounds and six
assists - another dazzling statistical line for
the four-time MVP who switched into play-
off mode weeks ago. When James finally
sat down late in the third, Irving made sure
he didn’t have to come back in by scoring
nine points in the first four minutes. Kevin
Love added 14 rebounds for Cleveland.

MAVERICKS 101, JAZZ 92
Dirk Nowitzki scored 22 points to help

Dallas clinch the No. 7 spot in the Western
Conference playoffs with a win over Utah,
leaving one remaining postseason slot.
Utah (40-41) lost control of its own destiny
and needs to beat the Lakers on
Wednesday and for the Rockets (40-41) to
lose to the Kings. Houston holds the
tiebreaker against the Jazz if they finish
with the same record. Dallas rode its two
biggest stars to victory as Nowitzki hit four
3-pointers and added 11 rebounds. Deron
Williams scored 23 of his own against his
former team. Gordon Hayward finished
with 26, but was 1 for 9 from 3-point range.
The Jazz struggled to shoot the ball as a
team and were 2 for 18 from behind the arc
in the second half.

ROCKETS 129, TIMBERWOLVES 105
James Harden scored 34 points and

Dwight Howard had 19 points and eight
rebounds to keep Houston’s playoff hopes
alive with a victory over Minnesota. Harden
made 12 of 21 shots in three quarters,
Trevor Ariza scored 21 points and the
Rockets made 15 of 30 3-pointers. Houston
(40-41) entered the game in ninth place in
the Western Conference and one game
behind Utah for the final spot. Shabazz
Muhammad scored 23 points and Zach
LaVine scored 21 for the Timberwolves, 

who were looking for their first four-
game winning streak since 2012. Karl-
Anthony Towns was held to 12 points and
five rebounds and Minnesota was just 5 for
21 from 3-point range.

WIZARDS 120, NETS 111
Ramon Sessions had 21 points and 12

assists as Washington recovered after blow-
ing all of its 20-0 lead to beat Brooklyn.
Marcus Thornton scored 19 points as he and
Sessions more than adequately replaced
injured starting guards John Wall and
Bradley Beal. J.J. Hickson had 15 points as

Washington put seven players in double fig-
ures. The Wizards made their first nine shots
before Brooklyn made one and looked
headed for a blowout victory. Instead, they
needed another big run in the fourth quar-
ter to finally put it away. Shane Larkin
scored a career-high 20 points and added
seven assists and six rebounds for the Nets.

THUNDER 112, LAKERS 79
Kevin Durant scored 34 points and

Russell Westbrook had a triple-double by
halftime to help Oklahoma beat Los
Angeles in the final road game of Kobe
Bryant’s 20-year career. Kobe looked vin-
tage in the first quarter with 13 points, but
he went scoreless the rest of the way.
Plenty of Lakers fans lined up at
Chesapeake Energy Arena more than two
hours before the start, and the crowd
chanted Bryant’s name as they waited dur-
ing pregame warmups. The Thunder hon-
ored him with a video before the tip.
Westbrook stole the show in the second
quarter, clinching his league-leading 18th
triple-double of the season, and the 37th of
his career. He finished with 13 points, 14
assists and 10 rebounds.

MAGIC 107, BUCKS 98
Ersan Ilyasova scored 22 points and

Mario Hezonja added 19 to help Orlando
beat Milwaukee in its home finale. The vic-
tory allowed the Magic to close out the reg-
ular season strong at home where they
won five of their final six games, including
two straight to finish the year 23-18 at the
Amway Center.  Orlando concludes its sea-
son at Charlotte on Wednesday. The Magic,
playing without three starters, were domi-
nant at times with Ilyasova leading the way
in place of injured Aaron Gordon. Center
Dewayne Dedmon also gave a big effort in
place of injured Nikola Vucevic, scoring 17
points and grabbing eight rebounds while
at times outplaying Milwaukee center Greg
Monroe. Monroe led five Bucks players in
double figures with 23 points.

KINGS 105, SUNS 101
Seth Curry had 20 points and tripled his

previous career best with 15 assists to help
depleted Sacramento beat Phoenix. Curry,
Stephen’s brother, played 39 minutes - the
most of his NBA career - while the Kings left
three of their top players home for “rest” -
DeMarcus Cousins, Darren Collison and
Rajon Rondo. Curry topped his previous
career best of five assists. Kosta Koufos
added 19 points for Sacramento. Mirza
Teletovic led Phoenix with 26 points. Devin
Booker added 22, 18 in the second half
when the Suns sliced Sacramento’s 17-
point lead to two. The loss left Phoenix (22-
59) a game better than Brooklyn (21-60) in
the competition for the fourth- and third-
worst record in the league.

BULLS 121, PELICANS 116
Jimmy Butler scored 12 of his 23 points

in the last six minutes as short handed
Chicago beat injury-riddled New Orleans.
Nikola Mirotic added 20 points and
Cristiano Felicio matched his career high
with 16 for the Bulls. Butler was the only
regular in the starting lineup. Derrick Rose
and Pau Gasol sat after Chicago was elimi-
nated from the playoffs when Indiana won
Sunday. James Ennis had a career-high 29
points for the Pelicans, who have been
without all five of their leading scorers for
two weeks. Toney Douglas contributed 21
points, and Tim Frazier had 20 points and
11 assists. With the score tied at 106, Butler
took over down the stretch. —AP

Lin leads Charlotte 
victory over Boston

BEIJING: Seeking to close a glaring gap in its
international sporting prowess, China has
announced an ambitious football development
plan that envisions 50 million players joining in
the game by the end of the decade and the
transformation of the country into a “first-rate
major footballing power” by the middle of the
century. To achieve those goals, China will put
into service 70,000 soccer pitches, including
those newly built and others refurbished,
according to a lengthy document released late
Monday by the Chinese Football Association.

The initiative especially targets long-neglect-
ed youth programs, with more than 30 million
primary and secondary schools to play regularly,
and the training of 10,000 coaches. It would also
more than double the number of specialized
academies to 20,000.

The plan is to be rolled out in three stages,
with the short term goals set for 2020, midterm
for 2030 and long-term for 2050. No figures were
given on how much the government plans to
spend on the project.

The aim, the document says, is to “strive to
realize the goal of becoming a first-rate major
footballing power, realize the all-around devel-
opment of Chinese football, fulfill the football
dream of the sons and daughters of China, and
fulfill our obligations to world football.”

Despite its success in other sports at the
Olympics and other global competitions, China
has been a perennial underperformer in interna-
tional football. Its men’s team has qualified for
only one World Cup finals competition, in 2002,
and is given poor odds of making it to Russia in
2018. A recent $300 million splurge to bring big-
name foreign talent to the Chinese Premier
League  has raised the level of play among top-
flight domestic clubs. It’s far from clear though,
whether their skills will rub-off on local talent. Of
the 16 goals scored in the league’s opening
round, not one could be attributed to a home-
grown Chinese player and the influx of overseas
goal-scoring talent could further reduce local
players’ chances to shine.

Despite that, President Xi Jinping has made
boosting Chinese football’s fortunes a top sport-
ing priority, ordering the cabinet to help guide
the plan announced Monday and demanding
results. As befits a document produced by a
Communist Party-led government accustomed
to dictating top-down solutions, the plan comes
laden with political jargon and patriotic exhorta-
tions. Football “is an important vessel of the
national spirit. Football has an important educa-
tion function that benefits the propagation of
socialist core values,” the document said.

Despite the government’s encouragement,
analysts questioned whether parents would be
willing to allow what is often their only child to
spend more time on sports programs that take
time away from their studies. While football is
hugely popular in China, participation in the
sport is not as deeply embedded in the culture
as in European nations, they said.

“It is very hard to buy such success in a team
sport, not only football, because such sports are
deeply anchored in popular culture and have
everything to do with little kids playing them
from when they start to walk,” wrote Andrei
Markovits, a professor of comparative politics at
the University of Michigan and author of
“Gaming the World: How Sports Are Reshaping
Global Politics and Culture.”

“In other words, one cannot ‘plan’ these
things from above like one can individual
sports,” Markovits wrote in a comment on the
Chinese football plan. — AP

China football development 
plan envisions 50m players

HANGZHOU: In this March 18, 2015 file photo, students take part in a soccer class at a primary
school in Hangzhou in east China’s Zhejiang province. Seeking to close a glaring gap in its inter-
national sporting prowess, China has announced an ambitious football development plan that
envisions 50 million players joining in the game by the end of the decade and the development
of the country into a “first-rate major footballing power” by the middle of the century. — AP

LOS ANGELES:  Kobe Bryant is down to one
last shot, and everybody knows he’s going to
take it. After two decades spent dazzling the
world, Bryant will end his basketball career at
home with the Los Angeles Lakers tonight.
He’ll walk off the court in front of his devoted
fans in the building where he hung five
championship banners.

He retires this week as the third-leading
scorer in league history. Nobody ever got to
spend 20 seasons with one NBA team before
the 37-year-old Bryant, and he intends to
thank Los Angeles with one last display of
his transcendent talent. “It means every-
thing” to finish at home, Bryant said. “I grew
up a die-hard Laker fan, so it’s like a dream
come true for a kid to grow up and play for
his favorite team, and play here for 20 years,
his entire career,” he added. “I’ve seen the city
grow. I’ve seen the city develop, and vice ver-
sa. There’s no place I’d rather end my career.”
Tickets are reselling for hefty sums, and mer-
chandise commemorating the day is moving
briskly. Fans without seats will gather down-
town to show love for Bryant, a globally
admired athlete who both fearlessly repre-
sented and strongly resembled LA.

Flashy. Confident. Clever. Combative.
Bursting with ambition. And always enter-
taining. “I’ve grown up in front of this crowd
from the age of 17,” Bryant said. “A lot of
faces that I saw in the crowd in my very first
game are still here. That’s very special. Kids
that are sitting there now, that were kids
when I first came in, now come to the game
with their kids. You know, that’s pretty cool
to see.” While Bryant’s fellow Nike athletes
around the globe wear shoes honoring the
event they’ve dubbed “Mamba Day,” the

Lakers will attempt to send Bryant out in
style against the Utah Jazz, who could be
eliminated from the playoff race shortly
before tipoff.

Coach Byron Scott expects Bryant to play
more than 37 minutes, and Kobe’s team-
mates will be feeding the ball to him on
practically every possession - admittedly not
much of a change from most games during
this otherwise horrific season.

With two 30-point performances this
month, Bryant has proven he’s still capable.
He’ll have every opportunity to run up the
score one last time. “I think it’s going to be
crazy,” Scott said. “We got a chance to cele-
brate one of the greatest to ever play the
game this season, and I think we did it the
right way.”

FAREWELL TOUR
Although some things went very wrong,

they turned out all right for Kobe. Bryant said
last week that every season is a failure unless
it ends with a title. The 15th such failure of
his career has been comically bad, yet the
ineptitude of the worst team in Lakers histo-
ry (16-65) actually has made it easier to enjoy
his farewell tour.

“We’re not playing for a championship,
and I’m pretty black-and-white on where I
stand with that sort of stuff,” Bryant said. “I’ve
allowed myself to take the blinders off and
enjoy the fans, enjoy the crowd. Laugh a lit-
tle bit more. Engage a little bit more.”

Indeed, the Lakers’ recent games effec-
tively have been tribute evenings for Bryant,
with opponents shaking his hand and lining
up for turns to guard a player who profound-
ly inspired most of the current NBA.—AP

Bryant says farewell after
20 years with LA Lakers
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SYDNEY: A referee had his hands full as
he brandished six red cards during a fiery
Oceania Champions League match that
ended 4-3 and saw nine minutes of stop-
page time.

The clash on Monday between
Samoa’s Kiwi FC and Nadi FA of Fiji fol-
lowed a match earlier in the day between
Magenta of New Caledonia and Tefana
from Tahiti in which three players were

sent off. Anish Khem was the hero for the
Fijian team, scoring all four goals. It was a
routine game until the 44th minute
when a player from each side was given
his marching orders by referee George
Time from the Solomon Islands for their
part in a fracas, with Kiwi FC leading 3-1,
the Oceania Football Confederation said
on their website.

There was little further drama until an

81st-minute melee resulted in another
double sending-off-Nadi goalkeeper
Vereti Dickson and Kiwi FC’s Lionel Taylor
were both banished by referee Time. 

Nadi then pulled a goal back on 87
minutes before there was another send-
ing-off seconds later when Kiwi substi-
tute Lawrie Letutusa saw red.  Because
of all the interruptions, nine minutes of
time were added which saw two more

Nadi goals and another dismissal. Khem
completed his hat-trick in the sixth
minute of stoppage time to level the
scores and made it a four-goal haul with
a 98th-minute winner. In between, Nadi’s
Napolioni Qasevakatini was ordered off,
leaving both sides with just eight players.
Nadi coach Kamal Swamy said he didn’t
know what to make of it all. 

“We lacked discipline today which

made the game very difficult for the
remaining players on the field,” he said.
“The discipline of some of the players let
us down.” While six red cards in one
match is highly unusual, the world record
in a single game is reportedly 36, when
the official dismissed all the players, sub-
stitutes and coaches in an Argentinian
fifth-tier game in 2011, British media
reported at the time.— AFP

You’re off! Ref shows six red cards in fiery clash

LONDON: Manchester United’s manager Louis van Gaal, center, holds his hand to his head, flanked by assistant coach Ryan Giggs, right, with
the score at 0-0 during the English Premier League soccer match between Tottenham Hotspur and Manchester United. — AP

LONDON: Having each seen their Champions
League qualification hopes fade at the weekend,
West Ham United and Manchester United
approach today’s FA Cup quarter-final replay
with special motivation to progress.

For West Ham, the competition represents a
final opportunity to crown their farewell season
at the Boleyn Ground, which stages its last ever
FA Cup tie, with a piece of silverware.

Visiting manager Louis van Gaal, meanwhile,
may need to win the FA Cup, which his side
hasn’t won since 2004, if he is to stand any
chance of holding onto his job, after Sunday’s 3-
0 defeat at Tottenham Hotspur left his side four
points off the Champions League places with
only six games of the season remaining.

“It is the last chance of a title so it is very
important for the players, for the club, for the
manager, for the fans,” said the Dutchman, who
is yet to win a trophy in close to two full seasons
at Old Trafford.  “And still we have one day less
than West Ham United, because that’s also
important. But we have proved against Arsenal
and Man City (in the Premier League) that in
spite of less days to recover we could beat them.
“So I hope that we shall recover very good, also
mentally, because this (losing to Tottenham) is
again a blow of course. But everybody knows
that this is the last chance.

“Both teams have to cope with that. Both
teams know that when you are not winning, you
are out of the cup and you don’t have any title.”

Van Gaal could be boosted by the return of cap-
tain Wayne Rooney, who had a run-out for the
club’s under-21s on Monday after missing 12
games with a knee injury.

But given a choice of venues for such a piv-
otal encounter in his United tenure, it is reason-
able to assume that the Boleyn Ground would
have been among the very last names on Van
Gaal’s list.

The venerable east London stadium, West
Ham’s home since 1904, will be charged with
emotion and has already provided the scene for
a last-gasp 2-1 victory over Liverpool in a fourth-
round replay, as well as league wins over
Tottenham, Liverpool and Chelsea.

Arsenal almost became the latest heavy-
weights to fall to Slaven Bilic’s side on Saturday,
when Andy Carroll scored a typically emphatic
hat-trick as West Ham came from 2-0 down to
rescue a 3-3 draw.

‘THE ANDY CARROLL SHOW’ 
United’s defence was breached three times in

six fraught minutes at Tottenham and Van Gaal
could not disguise his discomfort at the thought
of the bruising Carroll going up against Chris
Smalling and the lightweight Daley Blind.

“I’ve seen the Andy Carroll Show,” he said.
“And (against Tottenham) I think our problem
was also the miscommunication of our central
defenders.  “I hope that we improve our commu-
nication because it is very important this game

for us.” Carroll’s time at West Ham has been ham-
pered by injuries and despite the likely unavail-
ability of fellow striker Diafra Sakho, Bilic refused
to confirm if he would start on Wednesday.

“I’m not blaming him, but it’s a fact that he’s
out every now and then,” said the Croatian, who
is bidding to lead West Ham into the last four for
the first time since they last reached the final in
2006.  “The medical team and the club are doing
everything they can with Andy and he is doing it,
but he should be even better if he can stay away
from those injuries for a few years. “Because it’s a
waste for West Ham, it’s a waste for England, but
it’s the biggest waste for him. “Will he start
against Man United? I hope he’s going to be fit
for Man United. I don’t think Sakho or (Alex) Song
will be fit for that game.” —AP

Man Utd, West Ham in ‘last 
chance’ of FA Cup replay

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Atletico v Barcelona 21:45

beIN SPORTS 1 HD

Benfica v Bayern Munich 21:45

beIN SPORTS 2 HD

LONDON: Jamie Vardy has revealed he
acts as a makeshift goalkeeper in training
as Leicester City’s top scorer gave an insight
into the camaraderie underpinning their
unlikely Premier League title march.
Claudio Ranieri’s side are closing in on
English football’s biggest prize and require
nine points from their five remaining
matches to confound all the pre-season
predictions by finishing top of the pile in
May.  Vardy has played a major role in their
success, with the 29-year-old’s two goals in
Sunday’s 2-0 victory at Sunderland taking
his tally for the campaign to 21.

It is almost certain to earn him a place in
Roy Hodgson’s England squad for Euro
2016, but he says that Ranieri’s desire to
rest his goalkeepers means he has few
opportunities to hone his finishing in train-
ing.  “I don’t really get a chance to practise
my finishing that much,” he told reporters
after Sunday’s victory at the Stadium of
Light.  “When we have shooting drills, it’s
quite early in the week when the gaffer is
wanting us to rest our keepers.

“So normally when there is a bit of
shooting, he tells me to go in goal!  I’m
happy to keep doing it if it means I’m help-
ing the keepers remain fresh for the
games.” Leicester have carried forward the
momentum from last season, when they
pulled off an extraordinary escape from rel-
egation by winning seven of their last nine
games. Vardy says that friendly mickey-tak-
ing among the squad also plays a central
part in helping to keep the mood positive.
German defender Robert Huth, in particu-
lar, has found himself the butt of some of
the banter fostered by the avuncular
Ranieri, 64, whose appointment last year
was met with ridicule in some quarters and
saw the club instantly installed as relega-
tion favourites by British bookmakers.

‘CHEEKY DIGS’  
“We’re the same bunch of lads as we

were at the start of the season, to be hon-
est,” Vardy said. “It’s a tight-knit squad and
that’s how we have been from day one.

“We always seem to be having a laugh.
In the warm-up in training, there are sprint
contests around different mannequins.

“For some reason Huthy has ended up in
the top group. I don’t know how, but if he
gets turned round the mannequins first
and puts his arm out then that’s it, you’re
not going to get past him.

“It’s another thing we’re always having a
laugh and a joke about. That is how we are,
everyone is relaxed. The gaffer (manager)
wants it to be like that.  “There’s plenty of
banter flying round about who gets the
most assists in games, and Danny
Drinkwater has killed me, but to be honest
we all have a few cheeky digs at each other
over it, a little laugh and joke about things.”
Drinkwater is another to have won England
recognition on the back of a fine season in
Leicester’s midfield and caught the eye
with a raking pass from deep that created
Vardy’s first goal at Sunderland.

“There isn’t a secret to the dressing-
room camaraderie, it’s just that we’re a
bunch of lads that get along,” said the 26-
year-old former Manchester United trainee.
“We’re all willing to work hard for each oth-
er on the pitch and it shows by how well
we graft out results.

“We’re guaranteed a top-four place and
that’s massive. A lot of the lads probably
didn’t realise how close we were to it and
it’s just another step closer to our ultimate
dream. “People talk about three wins need-
ed now, but one thing I was taught as a
youngster at Manchester United was to
keep focused on the job.

“My upbringing at that club is probably
something that is going to stand me in
good stead. We’re taking it game by game
and I can’t see that changing anytime
soon.” — AFP

Stand-in goalkeeper Vardy 
hails Leicester camaraderie

SANT JOAN DESPI: (L-R) Barcelona’s defender Gerard Pique, Barcelona’s Croatian midfielder Ivan Rakitic, Barcelona’s midfielder Sergio
Busquets, Barcelona’s Brazilian forward Neymar, Barcelona’s Uruguayan forward Luis Suarez and Barcelona’s Argentinian forward Lionel Messi
take part in a training session at the FC Barcelona Joan Gamper Sports Center in Sant Joan Despi, near Barcelona yesterday, on the eve of their
Champions League quarter-final second leg football match between Atletico de Madrid and FC Barcelona. — AP

MADRID: Barcelona can redress their stuttering
domestic form by sealing their passage to the
Champions League semi-finals when they visit
Atletico Madrid today. Last season’s treble win-
ners Barca are in their worst run of form in La Liga
since coach Luis Enrique took charge in August
2014, losing their last two games to Real Madrid
and Real Sociedad and drawing with Villarreal.
Although those results have seen their La Liga
lead over second-placed Atletico cut to three
points, Barca are still on track to become the first
Spanish team to win the treble two years in a row,
with the King’s Cup final against Sevilla coming
up next month.

The visitors take a 2-1 lead from the first leg
into the return match at the Vicente Calderon,
Luis Suarez’s double having cancelled out

Fernando Torres’ opener after the former Chelsea
striker was sent off in the 35th minute.

“There’s no time for apologies or excuses, we
need results.  It’s not the time to sink low and
think that we’re on a horrible run,” said Luis
Enrique. “There are reasons to be optimistic
although the results have not been what we
want.” Thomas Vermaelen is out and Rafinha
doubtful due to injury but Barca top scorer Suarez
returns after the Uruguayan served a suspension.
Luis Enrique is also likely to recall Jordi Alba,
Andres Iniesta and Ivan Rakitic after starting them
on the bench in the 1-0 defeat by Sociedad at the
weekend. The plan to rest those players ahead of
the trip to Madrid backfired when 18-year-old
Mikel Oiarzabal headed Sociedad in front in the
fifth minute and Barca struggled to break down

the opposition for the remainder of the game.
Despite having seven shots, Lionel Messi could

not find a way through and the Argentine talis-
man has now gone 362 minutes without scoring,
his longest drought with Barca since 2011.
Atletico are dreaming of a repeat of their 2014
quarter-final second leg against Barca when an
early goal by Koke delivered a 1-0 win and 2-1
aggregate victory. 

“The stadium will be buzzing. I’m sure it’s
going to be a great night,” said midfielder Koke.
“The other day we couldn’t win because of cir-
cumstances but at home we’re going to turn it
around.” Atletico defenders Jose Gimenez and
Stefan Savic are doubtful while Tiago Mendes is
definitely out and Torres suspended following his
dismissal at the Nou Camp. — Reuters

Misfiring Barcelona seek response at Atletico

MILAN: Roma coach Luciano Spalletti
remained defiant on the thorny issue of
captain Francesco Totti after the out-of-
favour club captain provided his first
assist of the season in a frustrating 1-1
draw with Bologna on Monday.

Totti’s future at the club for whom he
has played 23 seasons is a hot topic in
Italy as the Serie A giants stall on offering
the 39-year-old an extra year’s deal.

Partially due to injury, Totti has made
only a handful of appearances this sea-
son, but when ‘Il Re di Roma’ (the King of
Rome) replaced Iago Falque at half-time
he made an almost immediate impact.
Roma were trailing 1-0 after a 25th
minute opener by Luca Rossettini, who
capitalised on a moment of hesitation
from Wojciech Szczesny at a free kick to
beat the Roma ‘keeper at his far post.

Lively Egyptian winger Mohamed
Salah had already hit the post in the
opening half and found the woodwork
again minutes after the restart.  But Salah
made no mistake when he collected
Totti’s through ball moments later. With
only the ‘keeper to beat after Bologna’s
offside trap malfunctioned, Salah slid the
ball easily past Antonio Mirante to pull
the scores level on 50 minutes.

Lacking pace and looking quickly out
of breath, Totti’s vision and pinpoint
passing to players in better positions
helped make amends, all to no avail.  On
54 minutes he curled in a delightful ball
towards the back post but Miralem
Pjanic slid in just too late.

When Salah collected Totti’s through

ball towards the end of the half,  he
unleashed a drive from 22 yards that
brushed the bottom of Mirante’s upright.
Roma dominated a resolute Bologna
throughout, but had to settle for just
their third draw since Spalletti took over
from sacked Frenchman Rudi Garcia in
February.

“We didn’t win tonight but the lads
played good football and Bologna did
well to take a share of the spoils,”
Spalletti told Rai.  The Roma coach got
irked when it was suggested Totti had
made a positive contribution.

Two months ago, a spat between the
pair erupted after Totti claimed he
should be playing more and deserved
more respect by the club, prompting
Spalletti to declare the club captain was
“no better” than many other players at
his disposal.

Spalletti added: “It’s you who says it.
I’ve always had Totti available, and when
I feel he can give me something then he
plays, as happened tonight.  “He
strengthened the team and gave the
fans a little boost.” Juventus remain top
and on course for a record-equalling fifth
consecutive scudetto after a 2-1 win at
AC Milan on Saturday maintained their
six-point lead on second-placed Napoli,
who beat Verona 3-0 minus Argentine
striker Gonzalo Higuain as he sat out the
first match of a three-game ban.

Roma remain third at six points
behind Napoli and five and seven points
ahead of Inter Milan and Fiorentina
respectively. — AFP

Totti assist for Salah, but 
Roma held by Bologna

SEIXAL: Benfica’s players take part in a training session at Benfica’s training field in
Seixal, yesterday, on the eve of the Champions League quarter final second-leg foot-
ball match between SL Benfica and Bayern Munich. — AFP 
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MADRID: Wolfsburg’s goalkeeper Diego Benaglio dives in vain as Real Madrid scores during the Champions League 2nd leg quarterfinal soccer match between Real Madrid and VfL Wolfsburg at the Santiago Bernabeu
stadium in Madrid, Spain, yesterday. — AP

MADRID:  Cristiano Ronaldo inspired Real Madrid to a
record sixth successive Champions League semi-final
with a hat-trick as the Spanish giants overturned a 2-0
first leg deficit to beat Wolfsburg 3-0 yesterday.

Ronaldo struck twice in just over a minute to bring
Madrid level in the tie inside 17 minutes. Yet, the 10-
time winners were forced to wait until 13 minutes
from time to find the winner when Ronaldo’s dipping
free-kick escaped the clutches of Diego Benaglio to
find the bottom corner.

Madrid hadn’t overturned a first leg deficit in the
Champions League in eight attempts stretching back
14 years to when coach Zinedine Zidane played for
Los Blancos in a quarter-final win over Bayern Munich.

However, they roared back into the tie and were

level as Ronaldo struck twice in 86 seconds. Dani
Car vajal  replaced the much-criticised Danilo in
Madrid’s only change from the first leg at right-back
and the Spanish international’s deflected cross fell
perfectly for Ronaldo to tap home the opener at the
back post.

The two nearly combined for the second straight
from the restart as another dangerous Carvajal effort
was just cut out before Ronaldo could head home.

However, there was no stopping the three-time
World Player of the Year from the resulting corner as
his downward header found the bottom corner for his
15th Champions League goal of the season.

Wolfsburg’s disastrous start was compounded when
star midfielder Julian Draxler limped off injured to be

replaced by Max Kruse just after the half hour mark.
Yet, the Germans still managed to grow into the game
as the opening 45 minutes wore on.

Luis Gustavo’s fierce long-range effort forced Keylor
Navas into a decent save before Bruno Henrique
squandered a huge chance to net the vital away goal
as he hesitated in getting his shot off and Marcelo got
back to block the ball behind.

Madrid started on the front foot again at the start of
the second-half as Ronaldo saw a free-kick deflected
wide before Benaglio was forced into a save to prevent
Joshua Guilavogui turning a cross into his own net.

The hosts were convinced they had gone ahead for
the first time in the tie when Sergio Ramos’s header
came off the inside of the post and rolled along the

goal l ine,  but Hungarian referee Viktor Kassai
adjudged the ball hadn’t crossed the line.

Wolfsburg continued to pose the threat of an away
goal as Vieirinha fired wide before Dante’s downward
header was held by Navas.

However, Ronaldo finally struck the decisive blow
when his free-kick from 25 yards skidded off the wet
turf and beyond the despairing dive of Benaglio to
seal his 37th hat-trick for Madrid.

The Swiss ‘keeper then kept Wolfsburg in the tie
with brilliant saves from Karim Benzema and Jese
Rodriguez to set up a grandstand finish. But Madrid’s
experience told in the dying stages as they comfort-
able saw the game out to match Barcelona’s record run
of six semi-finals between 2008 and 2013. — AFP

Ronaldo hat-trick fires Real into semis

MANCHESTER: Paris Saint-Germain’s Swedish forward Zlatan Ibrahimovic (R) vies with Manchester City’s French defender Eliaquim Mangala
during the UEFA Champions league quarter-final second leg football match between Manchester City and Paris Saint-Germain at the Etihad
stadium in Manchester yesterday. — AFP 

MANCHESTER: Manchester City reached the
Champions League semi-finals for the first time
after Kevin De Bruyne’s fine 76th-minute goal
earned them a 1-0 win over Paris Saint-Germain
yesterday. A week on from their 2-2 draw in the
French capital, City saw Sergio Aguero squander
a first-half penalty after he had been felled by
PSG goalkeeper Kevin Trapp, but De Bruyne’s
late strike settled the Etihad Stadium nerves and
completed a 3-2 aggregate success.

Fifteen points off the pace in the Premier
League and widely considered the tie’s under-
dogs, City advance with hope intact that manag-
er Manuel Pellegrini may yet bow out with a
Champions League winner’s medal around his
neck before handing over to Pep Guardiola.

But it was a bitterly disappointing evening for
PSG coach Laurent Blanc, who lost Thiago Motta
to injury and has now seen his team eliminated
in the quarter-finals four seasons in a row.

The French champions’ ambitious Qatari own-
ers must once again content themselves with the
pursuit of another domestic quadruple, while
Zlatan Ibrahimovic, whose contract expires at the
end of the season, may never grace the continen-
tal stage in their colours again.

The burst of sky-blue tickertape that greeted
the teams as they entered the pitch illustrated
the importance of the occasion to both clubs,
while PSG’s shape at kick-off confirmed pre-
match reports that they would be set out in an
untested 3-4-1-2 system.

With Angel di Maria operating in a free role,
PSG had plenty of options in midfield and they
made an assured start, City goalkeeper Joe Hart
forced to make a finger-tip save from a zinging
Ibrahimovic free-kick.  But as City began to
probe, so they exposed fissures in PSG’s new-
look defence and after Aguero had twice shot
wide, a loose pass from auxiliary right-sided
centre-back Serge Aurier allowed Fernandinho
to set Aguero clear.

BLANC REJIGS 
Sliding out, Trapp felled the Argentina striker

with his feet, but the presence of two covering
defenders meant that he was only booked and
from the penalty, Aguero placed the ball a foot
wide of the right-hand post.  It was a let-off for
the visitors, but after another careless Aurier
pass had allowed Jesus Navas to curl wide, they
suffered a further blow when Motta went off

holding the back of his left thigh.
With Blaise Matuidi suspended and Marco

Verratti injured, it left PSG without their entire
first-choice midfield and Blanc promptly
rejigged, sending on Lucas Moura and reverting
to his trusted 4-3-3.  Although City, gamely, con-
tinued to push in search of a goal that would
have given them an outright lead, PSG began to
knock on the door at the other end.

Hart had to parry another stinging
Ibrahimovic free-kick and then clubbed the ball
over his crossbar after Thiago Silva’s header from
a Lucas corner spat up off the turf towards him.

The introduction of Javier Pastore for the
hapless Aurier, on the hour, left PSG with their
full attacking armada on show, but it was De
Bruyne who stole the headlines, brilliantly shap-
ing a right-foot shot into the bottom-right cor-
ner from outside the box to crush PSG’s spirit.

City’s fans had to endure a couple more
nervous moments,  with Hart rushing out
superbly to save from Edinson Cavani and
Ibrahimovic seeing a goal ruled out for offside,
before the final whistle rubber-stamped their
club’s arrival in the European big-time. — AFP

De Bruyne downs PSG as 
Man City reach last four

MILAN:  AC Milan have announced
the sacking of coach Sinisa Mihajlovic,
replacing the Serbian with youth team
boss Cristian Brocchi until the end of
the season. A statement from the
struggling Serie A giants yesterday
read: “Sinisa Mihajlovic has been
relieved of his role as AC Milan coach.

“ The club would like to thank
Mihajlovic for the dedication and hard
work carried out this season. “Cristian
Brocchi will now be in charge of the
first team until the end of the season.
AC Milan would like to welcome Mr
Brocchi and wish him all the best.”

Speaking after Saturday’s 2-1 loss
to Juventus, Serbian Mihajlovic
acknowledged he could be fired. “This
year at Milan I’ve felt removed, not
because of the pressure from what’s
been written,” he said.

“I believe in myself but in trying to
find the right solutions I feel we’ve
tried everything.  “Like every other
coach in the world, I’m judged on the
work done and results obtained. “If in
the seven remaining matches, also the
Italian Cup, or even before, if we mess
up it’s right for the coach to be the
first to pay for it.

“It ’s always been that way. I ’ve
always said, there are two categories
of coach, those that have been sacked
and those that will  be sacked.”
Mihajlovic, 47, lasted only eight
months in the job after replacing for-
mer club and Italy striker Filippo
Inzaghi but failed to resurrect the flail-
ing giants’ past glories.

Milan currently lie sixth following
Saturday’s home defeat to the reign-
ing champions and leaders, who they
will face again in next month’s Italian
Cup final.  They sit a point above
Sassuolo in the race for the final
European qualification position with
six games to play but are 15 points
behind Roma in the final Champions
League spot.

CLUB IN DECLINE 
Mihajlovic was given a clear man-

date when he arrived at the start of
the season: qualify for the Champions

League, something Milan now have
no realistic chance of doing. Since last
winning the league in 2011, they fin-
ished second a year later, third in 2013
but then eighth and tenth in the two
subsequent campaigns.

According to Italian media, the
decision to fire Mihajlovic came dur-
ing a conversation between club
owner Silvio Berlusconi and CEO
Adriano Galliani on Monday night.
Mihajlovic, who was hired for his
fighting spirit, has been linked with a
move to Lazio. Under his tutelage,
Milan won just 13 of 32 Serie A
matches, losing nine times and draw-
ing the other 10. — AFP

Mihajlovic sacked 
as AC Milan coach 

Sinisa Mihajlovic
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MIDEAST STOCK MARKETS

Saudi shares boosted by 
strong banking results

DUBAI: Banking shares helped lift Saudi Arabia’s
bourse yesterday as two lenders beat analysts’
earnings forecasts, helping boost investor senti-
ment across the region, while Egypt extended its
correction. Banque Saudi Fransi jumped 6.7 per-
cent to 27.00 riyals after it reported a 2.7 percent
increase in first-quarter net profit to 1.08 billion
riyals ($288 million) after market close on Monday.

Four analysts surveyed by Reuters had on aver-
age forecast the bank would make a quarterly
profit of 964.3 million riyals.  In a note by Riyad
Capital published on Tuesday analysts maintained
a “buy” rating on the stock with a price target of
34.00 riyals adding that the stock will continue to
perform well in the near term. Alinma Bank, a stock
favoured by local day traders, reported a 13.7 per-
cent rise in profit to 391 million riyals ($104.3 mil-
lion). Shares rose 1.9 percent.

The two lenders, the first to report earnings in
their sector, helped boost the banking sub-index,
which added 2.2 percent. “These results have posi-
tively surprised investors, who were not expecting
banks to fare well given the tightening credit con-
ditions, increased drawdowns from government
deposits, and in lieu of falling hydrocarbon dollars,”
said a bank sector analyst.

The largest listed stock on the bourse, Saudi
Basic Industries, dropped 1.9 percent as it went
ex-dividend, creating a drag on the petrochemi-
cal sector. The cement sector rallied after the
deputy head of the Saudi national committee of
cement companies told Al Riyadh newspaper that
Saudi  Arabia had l i f ted a  ban on expor t ing
cement. Southern Province Cement Company and
Saudi Cement, the two largest cement firms by
market value, each climbed more than 5.5 per-
cent. Riyadh’s stock index closed up 1.5 percent
to 6,404 points.

UAE, EGYPT
Elsewhere in the Gulf,  sentiment was also

upbeat with Dubai’s index up 1.5 percent to 3,474
points, a five-month high. Much of the volume was
concentrated on small  and mid-cap stocks.
Amusement park developer Dubai Parks and
Resorts rose 3.1 percent.

In Abu Dhabi, bank shares, which have been rel-
atively dormant over the past several weeks, fared
well, helping lift the bourse 0.4 percent higher. A
positive spillover from the two Saudi banks’ profit
news encouraged investors to buy other banking
shares. Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank and First Gulf
Bank rose 1.4 and 1.3 percent respectively.

In Qatar, the exchange added 0.4 percent with
oil rig provider Gulf International Services jumping
3.4 percent. Ezdan Holding Group, a real estate
development with a market value over $12 billion,
added 1.6 percent. Yesterday the company said it
had received shareholder approval to raise $2 bil-
lion through the issuance of sukuk.—Reuters

TOKYO: People are reflected on the electronic board of a securities firm in Tokyo. The IMF yesterday downgraded its outlook for growth for most regions and for the global economy as a whole. —AP (See Also Page 23)

DUBAI: The International Monetary Fund yesterday main-
tained its gloomy economic forecasts for Saudi Arabia due
to low oil prices and lowered its expectations for the
Middle East and North Africa overall. The Saudi economy is
set to grow by 1.2 percent in 2016, the lowest in seven
years, and by 1.9 percent next year, the IMF said in its lat-
est World Economic Outlook.

The downbeat predictions came despite the austerity
measures taken by the kingdom to cut spending and
boost non-oil revenues after posting a record budget
deficit of $98 billion last year. Riyadh in December reduced
huge subsidies on fuel products, electricity, water and oth-
er services in a bid to boost non-oil revenues and rational-
ize consumption. “The steep decline in oil prices is weigh-
ing heavily on the macroeconomic outlook in Saudi
Arabia,” said the IMF. 

Fitch Ratings meanwhile lowered Saudi Arabia’s long-
term credit rating, saying the plunge in oil prices had
“major negative implications” for the world’s biggest crude
exporter. The agency downgraded the kingdom’s credit
rating to AA- from AA, and said the outlook remains nega-
tive, indicating a further cut is likely. The IMF said addition-
al spending restraint and revenue measures, including
energy price reforms, containing the wage bill, prioritizing
capital spending and expanding non-oil tax revenues, will
be necessary for Saudi and other oil exporters.

The only positive signal in the new IMF report was that
growth projections were not cut further for the oil-depen-
dent Saudi economy, which grew by 3.4 percent last year.

The economies of the Middle East, North Africa,
Afghanistan and Pakistan as a whole are set to grow by 3.1
percent in 2016 and 3.5 percent in 2017, the report said.
That is worse than a January projection of 3.6 percent for
each year. The outlook for the region, which grew by 2.5
percent last year, “has weakened considerably because of
further declines in oil prices and intensifying conflicts and
security risks,” the IMF said. The downgrade affected both
oil exporters and importers. The IMF cut its combined

growth projection for the oil-exporting countries, which
include the Gulf Arab states as well as Iran, Algeria, Libya
and Yemen, to 2.9 percent this year from a forecast of 3.8
percent in October. Last year they grew by just 1.9 per-
cent. The oil-importing economies, such as Egypt,
Pakistan and Tunisia, are together set to grow by 3.5 per-
cent in 2016,  down from 4.1 percent projected in
October and worse than last year’s 3.8 percent expan-
sion. Iran’s economy, which was flat last year, is project-
ed to grow by 4.0 percent in 2016 and by 3.7 percent
next year following the lifting of Western sanctions. Oil
prices crashed from around $115 a barrel in June 2014
to under $30 a barrel in February, before recovering to
trade above $40 a barrel this week.

Fitch downgrade
Fitch Ratings noted increased tensions with long-time

rival Iran and greater uncertainty over economic policy,
now overseen by Deputy Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman. Fitch downgraded the kingdom’s credit rating to
AA- from AA, which still denotes expectations of very low
default risk.

The outlook remains negative, indicating that a further
cut is likely. Fitch said it had revised downwards its oil
price assumptions for this year and next, to $35 and $45 a
barrel, which “has major negative implications for Saudi
Arabia’s fiscal and external balances”.

In February another agency, Standard and Poor’s, cut
the kingdom’s credit rating by two notches to A-, citing
the impact of lower oil prices on Saudi finances. Last
month, Moody’s placed Saudi Arabia and other Gulf oil
producers on review for downgrades. Oil prices have col-
lapsed from above $100 in early 2014, and yesterday were
trading at just over $40. The fall led Riyadh to impose
unprecedented cuts in its 2016 budget-which projects a
deficit of $87 billion-and to push economic diversification.

The government has said oil income made up 73 per-
cent of revenue in 2015, compared with an average of 90

percent in the previous decade. To cope with the fiscal
gap, it raised retail fuel prices by up to 80 percent in
December and cut subsidies for electricity, water and oth-
er services. It has also delayed some major projects under
King Salman, who acceded to the throne last year.
Referring to such efforts, Fitch said: “The pace of fiscal con-
solidation has increased.” It said further reforms are to be
presented under a “National Transformation Program” to
boost non-oil revenues and streamline spending.

‘Weaker’ than its peers 
“Even if fully implemented, the measures will not pre-

vent a substantial erosion of fiscal and external buffers
during 2016 and 2017, although the buffers will still be
sufficiently high to constitute an important rating
strength,” Fitch said. Salman named his son Prince
Mohammed as defense minister and head of the main
Council  of Economic and Development Affairs.
Mohammed also chairs a body overseeing state oil com-
pany Saudi Aramco.

“Control over economic policy making has been con-
centrated in the hands of Prince Mohammed,” Fitch said.
“This may have contributed to an acceleration of the eco-
nomic policy making process, but has also reduced the
predictability of decision-making.”

The agency also noted that Saudi Arabia faces high
geopolitical risks relative to AA-rated peers. “Tensions
have risen between Saudi Arabia and its long-standing
regional rival Iran, and are expected to persist, although a
direct confrontation is highly unlikely.” Fitch mentioned
Saudi Arabia’s military intervention in Yemen and its policy
towards Syria, showing “a greater assertiveness”. For more
than a year the kingdom has led an Arab military coalition
supporting Yemen’s government against Iran-backed
rebels. Fitch said other Saudi indicators are also “weaker”
compared with its peers. These include GDP per capita
and World Bank measures of governance, which include
“accountability” and “rule of law”.—AFP

IMF keeps weak Saudi growth outlook
Fitch cuts kingdom’s credit rating over oil price fall

Worried IMF cuts world growth forecast
WASHINGTON: The International Monetary
Fund said yesterday that the global econo-
my faces wide-ranging threats from weak
growth and rising protectionism, warning
of possible “severe” damage should Britain
quit the European Union. The Fund cut its
global forecast for the third straight quarter,
saying economic activity has been “too slow
for too long,” and called for immediate
action by the world’s economic powers to
shore up growth. It said intensifying finan-
cial and political risks around the world,
from volatile financial markets to the Syria
conflict to global warming, had left the
economy “increasingly fragile” and vulnera-
ble to a turn toward recession. The IMF
raised concerns over “fraying” unity in the
European Union under pressure from the
migration crisis and the “Brexit” possibility.
And it pointed to the contractions in large
emerging market economies, most notably
Brazil, where the economic downturn has
been accompanied by deep political crisis
that has President Dilma Rousseff facing
impeachment. Seeing a broad fall in trade
and investment, the IMF cut its forecast for
world growth this year to a sluggish 3.2 per-
cent, 0.2 percentage points down from its
January outlook and down from the 3.8 per-

cent pace expected last July. That reflects a
glummer view of growth in both developed
and emerging economies, with the fore-
casts for Japan and oil-dependent Russia
and Nigeria all sharply lowered.

Growth expectations for most leading
economies were pared back by 0.2 percent-
age points. The outlook for the United
States-hit by the impact of the strong dol-
lar-was trimmed to 2.4 percent this year,
from 2.6 percent in January. Only the pic-
tures in China and developing eastern
Europe were better. But at a slightly upgrad-
ed pace of 6.5 percent growth, China was
still on track for a significant slowdown from
last year which has sparked steep falls in
global commodity prices, battering
exporters. And the IMF sees the slowdown
continuing into 2017, when China is expect-
ed to grow at a 5.2 percent pace.

Refugee strains in Europe 
The IMF singled out the violent swings

in global financial markets as a particular
threat to growth this year. Financial tur-
moil, it warned, impairs confidence and
demand growth that becomes “a self-con-
firming negative feedback loop.” “Since
last summer, we have seen two distinct

rounds of global financial turbulence,”
said IMF chief  economist  Maurice
Obstfeld. The result, he said, is capital
flight from riskier assets and economies,
higher borrowing costs for developing
countries, and continued weakness in
commodity prices. More such volatility
could feed through to the broader econo-
my, he said, adding stress in particular to
the most vulnerable countries. The sec-
ond factor with global consequences, the
Fund said, is the violent instability in Syria

and elsewhere that has driven millions of
refugees into surrounding states and
Europe.

Recession worries 
Obstfeld warned that if not addressed,

the looming risks could take the world
economy in the direction of recession.
“The weaker is growth, the greater the
chance that the preceding risks, if some
material ize,  pul l  the world economy
below stalling speed,” he said. —AFP

WASHINGTON: Maurice Obstfeld, Economic Counsellor and Director of Research
Department, IMF (2nd left) speaks during the World Economic Outlook media brief-
ing during the IMF and World Bank Group 2016 Spring Meetings yesterday.—AFP
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ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.793
Indian Rupees 4.559
Pakistani Rupees 2.885
Srilankan Rupees 2.091
Nepali Rupees 2.846
Singapore Dollar 225.450
Hongkong Dollar 38.950
Bangladesh Taka 3.851
Philippine Peso 6.558
Thai Baht 8.638

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 80.603
Qatari Riyal 83.029
Omani Riyal 785.083
Bahraini Dinar 802.710
UAE Dirham 82.294

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 33.500
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 34.410
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.410
Tunisian Dinar 151.620
Jordanian Dinar 425.880
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.014
Syrian Lira 2.154
Morocco Dirham 31.867

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 302.100
Euro 346.360
Sterling Pound 431.550

COUNTRY                                  SELL CASH SELLDRAFT
Europe

British Pound 0.423133 0.432133
Czech Korune 0.004723 0.016723
Danish Krone 0.042186 0.047186
Euro 0.0338867 0.0346867
Norwegian Krone 0.032758 0.037958
Romanian Leu 0.076956 0.076956
Slovakia 0.008993 0.018993
Swedish Krona 0.033136 0.038136
Swiss Franc 0.309834 0.320034
Turkish Lira 0.101460 0.111760

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.222179 0.233679
New Zealand Dollar 0.201454 0.210954

America
Canadian Dollar 0.228698 0.237198
US Dollars 0.298000 0.302500
US Dollars Mint 0.298500 0.302500

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003433 0.004007
Chinese Yuan 0.045229 0.048729
Hong Kong Dollar 0.036864 0.039614

Indian Rupee 0.004326 0.004716
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024
Japanese Yen 0.002703 0.002883
Kenyan Shilling 0.002980 0.002980
Korean Won 0.000254 0.000269
Malaysian Ringgit 0.073680 0.079680
Nepalese Rupee 0.002879 0.003049
Pakistan Rupee 0.002663 0.002943
Philippine Peso 0.006461 0.006741
Sierra Leone 0.000073 0.000079
Singapore Dollar 0.221173 0.227173
South African Rand 0.014489 0.022989
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001692 0.002272
Taiwan 0.009205 0.009385
Thai Baht 0.008288 0.008838

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.794757 0.802757
Egyptian Pound 0.030630 0.035748
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000191 0.000251
Jordanian Dinar 0.422084 0.429584
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000150 0.000250
Moroccan Dirhams 0.020584 0.044584
Nigerian Naira 0.000914 0.001549
Omani Riyal 0.778255 0.783935
Qatar Riyal 0.082268 0.083481
Saudi Riyal 0.079673 0.080623
Syrian Pound 0.001280 0.001500
Tunisian Dinar 0.148384 0.156384
Turkish Lira 0.101460 0.111760
UAE Dirhams 0.081269 0.082418
Yemeni Riyal 0.001365 0.001445

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 302.350
Canadian Dollar 236.400
Sterling Pound 431.575
Euro 345.995
Swiss Frank 299.540
Bahrain Dinar 799.875
UAE Dirhams 82.560
Qatari Riyals 83.770
Saudi Riyals 81.305
Jordanian Dinar 425.915
Egyptian Pound 33.951
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.093
Indian Rupees 4.540
Pakistani Rupees 2.881
Bangladesh Taka 3.846
Philippines Pesso 6.553
Cyprus pound 575.880
Japanese Yen 3.790
Syrian Pound 2.375
Nepalese Rupees 3.845

Canadian dollar 235.280
Turkish lira 107.510
Swiss Franc 318.340
Australian Dollar 232.160
US Dollar Buying 300.900

GOLD
20 Gram 252.300
10 Gram 129.070
5 Gram 65.380

News
i n  b r i e f

Kuwaiti oil barrel 
up to $35.02

KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil barrel rose $1.02
reaching $35.02 on Monday, compared to $34.00 per
barrel last Friday, said Kuwait Petroleum Corporation
(KPC) yesterday. Meanwhile, oil prices went up in inter-
national markets, buoyed by basic commodities mar-
kets and expectations of a drop in US shale oil produc-
tion for the seventh consecutive month. Brent crude
oil rose 89 cents reaching $42.93 upon settlement yes-
terday, while the US crude oil barrel went up by 64
cents to reach $40.36.

Ezdan Holding gets nod 
to raise $2bn through sukuk 

DUBAI: Qatar ’s Ezdan Holding said yesterday it
received shareholder approval to raise $2 billion
through the issuance of sukuk. A real estate developer
founded by members of the ruling al-Thani family,
Ezdan could issue in dollars or in other currencies and
the offering could be through one or a series of Islamic
bonds, it said in a bourse filing. The developer did not
elaborate on the tenure or timeframe of the sukuk
issue. In October, it was announced the firm had raised
$500 million through a sharia-compliant loan of five
years duration. 

US dollar stable 
against KD at 0.301 

KUWAIT: Exchange rate of the US dollar against the
Kuwaiti dinar stabilized at KD 0.301, as well as the euro
which stood at KD 0.343 yesterday compared to the
exchange rates for Monday, said a statement by the Central
Bank of Kuwait (CBK) yesterday. According to the CBK, the
exchange rate of the sterling pound went up to KD 0.429
while the Swiss franc went down to KD 0.315. Exchange
rate of the Japanese yen remained unchanged at KD 0.002.

Saudi Arabia lifts 
cement export ban 

KHOBAR: Saudi Arabia has lifted a ban on exporting
cement, the deputy head of the Saudi national committee
of cement companies was quoted as saying by a local
newspaper yesterday. Ahmed bin Abduh Zugail, who is
also the chief executive of Yanbu Cement Co, told the Al
Riyadh newspaper that cement companies welcomed the
move but were awaiting details of the new rules from the
Ministry of Commerce. The ministry was not immediately
reachable for comment. Shares in cement companies
jumped on the news, with the cement index trading 5.1
percent higher at 1010 GMT.  Southern Province Cement
Company and Saudi Cement , the two largest cement firms
by market value, were up 6.1 percent and 4.9 percent
respectively. 

Qatar’s Ahli Bank completes 
$500m  debut bond transaction 

DUBAI: Qatar’s Ahli Bank said yesterday it had completed a
$500 million debut bond issue. The tenure of the issue
would be five years, the bank said in the statement, with-
out elaborating. The lender, rated A+ by Fitch and A2 by
Moody’s, set the final spread at 260 basis points over
midswaps, tighter than initial guidance in the area of 275
bps over the same benchmark, Reuters reported last week.

KUWAIT: Economic growth is expected
to slow in 2016 as real growth in the oil
sector receded amid a low oil price envi-
ronment. We expect growth in real GDP
to slow from an estimated 1.6 percent in
2015 to around 1.1 percent year-on-year
(y/y) in 2016, before recovering slightly
in 2017. Non-oil GDP is expected to
decelerate to around 1.4 percent y/y in
2016 on weaker investor sentiment,
before picking up to around 3.2 percent
y/y in 2017 on stronger growth in gov-
ernment spending and official GCC
grants targeting housing and infrastruc-
ture developments. 

Non-oil growth is expected to receive
a healthy boost from investment in the
coming years. The GCC has pledged $10
billion in investment over ten years.
Indeed, the airport expansion project is
being launched with a Dhs 3.4 billion
grant from the UAE. In addition to this,
Bahrain’s Economic Development Board
(EDB) plans to invest over $20 billion in
industrial and infrastructure projects
over the coming years.

Nonetheless, the strength of non-oil
GDP growth remains vulnerable to
some internal concerns, which have
dampened business optimism in recent
years. While these concerns have mostly
subsided, they continue to affect
investor sentiment and limit gains in the
financial services sector, construction
and tourism sectors.

Consumer price inflation 
Headline inflation accelerated

towards the end of 2015 mainly on the
back of stronger gains in food inflation,
following the cuts in subsidies on meat
products in September of 2015. 

Despite this, average inflation slowed
to 2.3 percent y/y in 2015 compared to a
2.7 percent average in 2014; this was pri-
marily due to a moderation in housing
inflation in the second half of 2015. We
expect inflation to edge slightly higher
to average around 2.5 percent in 2016 on
further subsidy cuts. 

Budget deficit 
Bahrain is forecast to log in one of

the largest budget deficits in the GCC
region. With the breakeven oil price esti-
mated at around $120 per barrel and oil
prices remaining low, we expect the
budget deficit  to widen and come
above 17 percent of GDP in 2016 before
narrowing slightly to around 13 percent
of GDP in 2017.

Bahrain has vowed to embark on aus-
terity measures in line with the IMF’s rec-
ommendations to help plug its public
deficit. Thus far, it has approved a plan to
reduce government spending by 30 per-
cent. Spending cuts have been concen-

trated on subsidies, while maintaining
planned spending on infrastructure and
development projects. In August 2015,
the government lifted subsidies on meat
products. In December 2015, the cabinet
approved a new pricing system for
diesel, kerosene and jet fuel that will low-
er subsidy costs and better reflect price
increases in other GCC states. In March
2016, it is scheduled to remove subsidies
on utilities. 

However, engaging in any further sig-
nificant cuts in public spending will be a
challenge, especially since the two politi-
cally sensitive areas of spending, subsi-

dies and public wages make up two-
thirds of total government spending. Any
major cuts in these two areas could be
problematic.

Given that the budget deficit is
expected to remain high in spite of
recent and potential subsidy cuts,
Bahrain will continue to tap into interna-
tional bond markets in 2016 to help
finance its deficit. In 2015, Bahrain raised
$1.5 billion in bonds. However, the recent
downgrades of Bahrain’s long-term cred-
it rating to BB by S&P and to Ba1 by
Moody’s are likely to make issuance more
challenging. 

Banking sector liquidity 
Credit growth portrayed a mixed pic-

ture in the first half of 2015: whilst per-
sonal lending growth remained rather
resilient in the face of lower oil prices,
growth in business loans appears to
have eased. It is important to note that
credit growth data has been distorted
and more difficult to interpret ever
since the Central Bank of Bahrain reclas-
sified some of its financial institutions
in May of 2014. 

Business loan growth, relative to the
growth in personal loans, was more
affected by the central bank’s reclassifica-
tion. Adjusting for the reclassification
(dotted red line on chart 5), business
loan growth slowed to 2.5 percent y/y in
June 2015, whilst personal loan growth
edged up to 13.8 percent y/y. However,
personal lending growth is also forecast
to ease in the near- to medium-term
amid new liquidity conditions.

Deposit growth trended lower in
1H15, mainly due to a slowdown in gov-
ernment deposit growth. After a short-
lived recovery in May 2015, government
deposit growth slipped back into nega-
tive territory in June, declining by 3.4
percent y/y. Government deposits are
being sapped by high levels of fiscal
spending and lower oil revenues. 

Growth in the broad M2 money sup-
ply measure has been gradually trending
lower since the end of 2014, on the back
of lower oil prices. Recently, this has
helped push interbank rates higher. In
June 2015, M2 money supply growth
came in at 6.5 percent y/y. Bahrain’s one-
month and three-month interbank rates
witnessed steep increases at the end of
2015 and at the start of 2016. Both rates
are due to continue to rise in 2016 on the
back of slower deposit growth.

Bank asset growth remained lacklus-
ter; total commercial bank asset growth
slid deeper into negative territory after
declining by 2.1 percent y/y in June. Total
bank assets were shepherded lower
mainly by losses in the wholesale sector.
Growth in wholesale bank assets, which
make up around 60 percent of total
assets (as of 2014), contracted by almost
4 percent y/y in June. Asset growth
among the more domestically-focused
retail banks has been on a downward
trend since the beginning of this year. In
June, it slowed from 2.9 percent y/y in
May to 0.5 percent y/y.

Stock market retreats 
The Bahrain All Share Index’s perform-

ance has retreated thus far in 2016 in-line
with GCC and global markets. And the
weaker oil price environment is expected
to continue to apply pressure on investor
sentiment in 2016.

LONDON: Crude prices rose yesterday after traders await-
ed this weekend’s summit of key oil producers to discuss
freezing output levels and easing the supply glut.

At around 1100 GMT US benchmark West Texas
Intermediate for delivery in May was up 28 cents at $40.64
per barrel, having earlier touched a three-week high at
$40.91. Brent crude for June delivery was trading 48 cents
higher at $43.31 a barrel. The contract had earlier forged a
4.5-month peak at $43.58. The oil market had also risen on
Monday after soaring eight percent or more last week.

“Market participants are viewing (recent) price falls as a
good opportunity to buy,” said Commerzbank analyst
Carsten Fritsch. “The expectation that oil producers will
agree on production caps at their meeting in Doha this
Sunday is also bound to be playing its part,” he added.

A chronic worldwide supply glut sent oil prices collaps-
ing by three quarters in value between August 2014 and
February this year, when they struck near 13-year low
points. Analysts expect prices to see-saw before Sunday’s
meeting in the Qatari capital Doha that will bring together
both OPEC producers led by Saudi Arabia and non-OPEC
members such as Russia. A major topic is a proposal to
freeze output at January levels to try to ease oversupply.

Oanda analyst Craig Erlam said traders were meanwhile
awaiting weekly US inventories data due from industry
body the American Petroleum Institute (API). “This week oil
traders will primarily be focused on the meeting of oil pro-
ducers in Doha, but another drawdown today could spur
another rally in the meantime,” Erlam said. — AFP

Oil holds above $40 
before Doha summit

Bahrain’s GDP growth may 
slow due to low oil prices

NBK ECONOMIC OVERVIEW ON BAHRAIN

CAIRO: A deal between Saudi Arabia’s
Aramco and Egypt’s SUMED pipeline opera-
tor could turn the Sidi Kerir port on the
Mediterranean coast into a regional hub for
the sale of Saudi crude to Europe, Egypt’s
Oil Ministry said in a statement yesterday.
The memorandum of understanding,
signed during a five-day visit by Saudi’s
King Salman, will increase the volume of
Saudi oil pumped through the SUMED
pipeline running from the Ain Sukhna ter-
minal on Egypt’s Red Sea coast to Aramco’s
customers in Europe and will look into
Aramco using SUMED’s facilities to store
Saudi oil.

The ministry did not disclose current or
future volumes, and gave no financial
details. It also gave no timeline for the proj-
ect. “Any country that is able to use the
SUMED pipeline will have a cost advantage
in supplying oil to Europe,” said Sadad Al-
Husseini, a consultant and former senior
executive at Saudi Aramco.

SUMED, which owns and operates Sidi
Kerir, is half owned by state-run oil compa-
ny Egyptian General Petroleum Corp. Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates
and Qatar own the rest.

The 200-mile (320-km) SUMED pipeline
runs from the Red Sea to the port west of

Alexandria. The deal could see Aramco
using SUMED’s storage facilities to store
Saudi petrol, the statement said, as well as
looking into using its new storage projects
as a distribution point for Aramco’s butane
gas sales in Egypt and neighboring coun-
tries. The move to increase Saudi Arabia’s
storage capacity could frustrate Iran, whose
oil flows to Europe have begun to pick up
from a slow start since sanctions were lifted
in January. The Oil Ministry also said Egypt
is implementing several projects including
building warehouses in Ain Sukhna in
order to trade butane gas and fuel oil, as
well as building a maritime quay to receive

LNG carriers and tankers of liquefied petro-
leum gas.

Saudi Arabia, along with other Gulf oil
producers, has pumped billions of dollars,
including grants, into Egypt’s flagging
economy since the army toppled President
Mohamed Morsi of the Muslim
Brotherhood in 2013 after mass protests
against his rule. On Saturday, the two coun-
tries signed an agreement to set up a 60
billion Saudi riyal ($16 billion) investment
fund among other investment agreements,
including an economic free-zone to devel-
op Egypt’s Sinai region, Egyptian state tele-
vision reported. — Reuters

Sumed-Aramco deal to boost 
Saudi oil piped across Egypt 

Malaysian Ringgit 78.470
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 47.005
Thai Bhat 9.570
Turkish Lira 107.365
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WASHINGTON: US import prices rose in
March for the first time in nine months as
the cost of petroleum products increased,
but the lingering effects of a strong dollar
suggested inflation will continue to
increase gradually. The Labor Department
said yesterday import prices gained 0.2
percent last month after a downwardly
revised 0.4 percent drop in February. It was
the first time since June that import prices
rose and the largest increase since May.

The increase, however, was less than
economists’ expectations for a 1.0 percent

gain. Import prices were previously report-
ed to have declined 0.3 percent in
February. Prices of imported products
were down 6.2 percent in the 12 months
through March, the smallest gain since
December 2014, suggesting import defla-
tion was ebbing.

Weak import prices have contributed
to holding inflation below the Federal
Reserve’s 2 percent target. US financial
markets were little moved by data.

Benign inflation has been a key factor
in the US central bank’s policy of gradually

raising interest rates even as the labor
market tightens. The Fed raised its bench-
mark overnight interest rate in December
for the first time in nearly a decade and
policymakers recently forecast only two
more rate hikes this year.

Inflation, both on the consumer and
producer levels, has been dampened by
cheap oil and a robust dollar. The green-
back gained about 20 percent against the
United States’ main trading partners
between June 2014 and December 2015.
Oil prices, however, are showing signs of

stabilizing. Last month, imported petrole-
um prices rose 6.5 percent, the first
increase since June, after tumbling 6.2 per-
cent in February. Import prices excluding
petroleum slipped 0.2 percent after dip-
ping 0.1 percent in February. Non-petrole-
um import prices have not increased since
March 2014, underscoring the impact of
the dollar’s strength. But the dollar has
depreciated 2.6 percent on a trade-
weighted basis so far this year.

Imported food prices fell 0.6 percent
last month, while prices for industrial sup-

plies and materials excluding petroleum
were unchanged. Prices for imported capi-
tal goods dipped 0.1 percent and the cost
of imported automobiles edged up 0.1
percent. Prices for imported consumer
goods excluding autos fell 0.3 percent. The
report also showed export prices were
unchanged in March after declining 0.5
percent in February. Export prices were
down 6.1 percent from a year ago. Export
prices for industrial supplies and materials
rose 0.7 percent. Prices for food exports
fell 2.5 percent. — Reuters

Rise in US import prices below expectations 

KUALA LUMPUR: A dog looks on as villagers shop for vegetables at a roadside market stall in Karak, outside Kuala Lumpur yesterday. — AFP

LONDON: The International Monetary Fund
warned yesterday that a British exit from the
European Union could inflict severe damage to the
world economy by disrupting international trade.

Listing the June 23 referendum on member-
ship as one-of-seven downside risks for the
world economy, the global financial body said
the national vote on whether to stay or go has
already created uncertainty for investors. “A
British exit from the European Union could pose
major challenges for both the United Kingdom
and the rest of Europe,” the IMF said.
“Negotiations on post-exit arrangements would
likely be protracted, resulting in an extended
period of heightened uncertainty that could
weigh heavily on confidence and investment, all
the while increasing financial market volatility.”

The IMF also said that an exit would curtail
“key benefits from economic co-operation and
integration.” The warning echoes the British gov-
ernment’s position that leaving the EU would hit
the economy hard. Treasury chief George
Osborne described the comments as “stark.”

“If the British economy is hit by the mere risk
of leaving the EU, can you imagine the hit to peo-
ple’s income and jobs if we did actually leave?” he
said in a statement.

Campaigners arguing that Britain should
leave the EU accused the IMF of being “consis-
tently wrong” in its past forecasts for the UK. They
also suggested that the IMF was persuaded to
sound an alarmist warning at the behest of
Osborne. “The IMF has talked down the British
economy in the past and now it is doing it again
at the request of our own chancellor (Osborne),”
Vote Leave chief executive Matthew Elliott said.

“It was wrong then and it is wrong now.” Others,
such as David Miliband, a former foreign secre-
tary under Tony Blair who quit front-line politics
to head the International Rescue Committee, said
the IMF’s intervention was right and proper.

“There is a storm on our horizon,” he said dur-
ing a speech in London. “We can hear the thun-
der if we are willing to listen.”

The stark warning came as the IMF downgrad-
ed its UK growth projections for 2016 by 0.3 per-
centage points to 1.9 percent. That’s slightly low-
er than the 2 percent prediction made recently
by the Office for Budget Responsibility, the body
that independently makes economic forecasts
for the government. Separately, the Office for
National Statistics said Britain’s inflation rate rose
unexpectedly in March to its highest level in 15
months. The rise in the annual rate to 0.5 percent
from 0.3 percent was largely driven by higher air
fares over the Easter period. Despite the rise,
inflation is way below the Bank of England’s tar-
get of 2 percent. As a result, few economists pre-
dict an increase in interest rates this year. Sub-
Saharan growth Growth in sub-Saharan Africa is
forecast to drop to 3 percent this year from 3.4
percent in 2015 as low oil prices and the com-
modity slowdown hit producers, according to an
IMF report released yesterday.

The decline in oil prices will affect top regional
oil producers Nigeria and Angola, although the
impact has so far been limited, the International
Monetary Fund said. Nigeria’s growth forecast
was lowered to 2.3 percent, from 2.7 percent in
2015, while Angola could slip to 2.5 percent,
down from 3 percent.

“The effect of the decline in oil prices on the

region’s oil-importing countries has been smaller
than expected, as many of these economies
export other non-renewable resources,” said the
report titled “Too slow for too long”. Last week
Angola announced that it was to begin discus-
sions with the IMF to seek support to shore up its
economy in the wake of falling oil revenues.

Angola depends on oil production for 95 per-
cent of its export earnings and more than half of
government receipts. The report said growth in
sub-Saharan Africa was projected to pick up to 4
percent on 2017, stimulated by “a small rebound
in commodity prices and timely policy imple-
mentation.”

“Resource intensive countries have suffered
from the decline in commodity prices, while the
region’s frontier markets are adversely affected
by tighter global financing conditions,” it said.

The cooling of the Chinese economy, which is
the leading destination for Africa’s commodities,
contributed to weakening growth. South Africa,
the continent’s most advanced economy, was
expected to see growth halved to 0.6 percent in
2016 owing to “lower export prices, elevated pol-
icy uncertainty and tighter monetary and fiscal
policy.” The country is battling to avoid a credit
downgrade to junk status following a stretch of
poor growth, a bad drought and a weak currency
which has stoked inflation.

The drought has also hampered electricity
production in Zambia, adding pressure on low
copper prices, and led to food shortages in
Zimbabwe. Growth in Ethiopia, said to be the
worst affected by recent drought, was projected
to slump to 4.5 percent, from 10.2 percent the
previous year. — AFP

IMF issues stark warning 
on British exit from EU 

Sub-Saharan African growth slowing

KBL to buy Dutch
bank private 

bank Insinger
AMSTERDAM: Qatari-owned KBL European
Private Bankers is to buy Bank Insinger de
Beaufort to create the third largest private bank
in the Netherlands. Under the deal, BNP Paribas
will sell its 63 percent stake in Insinger de
Beaufort, a spokeswoman at the French bank
said. KBL will then merge its Dutch subsidiary
Theodoor Gilissen with Insinger. The pair said
the merger would help them to gain scale and
expand their online and asset structuring servic-
es businesses.

In the Netherlands, the combined group
would rank third behind ABN Amro subsidiary
MeesPierson and Van Lanschot Bankiers in
terms of size. Financial terms were not disclosed,
but the two companies, among the oldest pri-
vate banks in the Netherlands, will have approxi-
mately 22.5 billion euros ($25.65 billion) of
assets under management (AUM), they said in a
joint statement yesterday. In similar deals, pri-
vate banks have been valued at around 2 per-
cent of assets under management, suggesting a
very rough valuation of 200 million euros for
Insinger, with its 10.5 billion of euros of assets.

Insinger spokesman Michiel de Vries said
that pending regulatory approval, the parties
expected the deal to be concluded in 2017. In
2008, BNP Paribas said it would pay 60 million
euros to take 35 percent in Insinger. It merged
the private bank with its Dutch and UK opera-
tions in 2009 and its stake rose to 63 percent.
“This is consistent with wealth management’s
strategy to focus on countries where its clients
can fully benefit from the integrated business
model of the group,” the BNP Paribas spokes-
woman said. — Reuters

SYDNEY: It may be the smallest-denominated
Australian dollar banknote, but a new design for
the Aus$5 bill attracted an outsized amount of
criticism when it was unveiled yesterday, with
detractors calling it “hideous” and “like vomit”.
The note, which will replace its more bland
predecessor from September 1, features a yel-
low Prickly Moses wattle flower and a colourful
Eastern Spinebill native bird.

“Each banknote in the new series will depict
a different species of Australian wattle and a
native bird within a number of the elements,”
Reserve Bank of Australia governor Glenn
Stevens said in a statement. “The designs are the
culmination of a process of extensive consulta-
tion with subject-matter experts and the cash-

handling industry, as well as qualitative research
involving focus groups.”

But critics-from social media users to bird-
lovers-were quick to express their disdain. “Our
new fivers look like vomit,” one user wrote on
Twitter, while another quipped: “A thousand
monkeys with a thousand versions of
Photoshop could never come up with some-
thing as hideous as the new Australian $5 note.”

Some questioned why the same portrait of
Queen Elizabeth II, which was drawn from pho-
tographs commissioned by the central bank in
1984, was used rather than a recent image of
Australia’s head of state. “New Australian $5
note really knocks years off the Queen,” tweeted
Joanna Hall. —AFP

SYDNEY: In this undated handout photo from the Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) released
yesterday stacks of new style five Australian dollar note are seen. — AFP

Australia unveils colorful 
‘vomit-like’ $5 banknote 

FRANKFURT: Public debate is raging in
Germany this week over whether top execu-
tives at Volkswagen should be paid gener-
ous bonuses as the carmaker struggles to
stem further fallout from its massive engine-
rigging scandal. According to the German
news agency DPA yesterday, managers
could be willing to accept a reduction in
their bonuses.

A corresponding proposal had been put
forward and would be discussed later yester-
day or on Wednesday, DPA reported, quoting
executive board sources.  But the fact that
they appear unwilling to forego the pay-
ments altogether which make up the lion’s
share of their annual salary-has sparked
anger and moral outrage across the country.
“Volkswagen is a frightening example of how
far the executive class has distanced itself
from the rest of society and even their share-
holders,” wrote the daily Frankfurter
Allgemeine Zeitung in an editorial.

Divorced from reality? 
“How far away from reality can a top

executive be?” the newspaper asked, ques-
tioning whether VW’s new chief executive
Matthias Mueller-brought in to solve the
group’s deepest-ever crisis-really was “the
right man for the job.”

VW, which is scheduled to publish its
annual results on April and could post a loss
running into many billions of euros (dollars),
could also announce a waiver in the divi-
dend payout to shareholders for the first
time since the early 1980s. 

The issue is also causing ripples in politi-
cal circles.  Herbert Behrens, head of the
regional branch of the far-left Die Linke par-
ty in Lower Saxony, where VW is based,
described the idea of paying performance-
related bonuses to managers given the still
incalculable costs of scandal as “a slap in the
face” for VW workers concerned about their
livelihoods. Even Finance Minister Wolfgang
Schaeuble appeared unable to hold his
tongue, snapping late Monday that “there
are discussions where it is hard to believe
that the people concerned fail to compre-
hend that this is not compatible with certain
values.” 

At the centre of the controversy is the
question whether VW executives are enti-
tled to the performance-related bonuses for
2015. After all, CEO Mueller had been quick
to prescribe belt-tightening to the carmak-

er’s 600,000-strong workforce in the wake of
the global scandal that erupted six months
ago when it emerged that VW had installed
emissions-cheating software into 11 million
diesel engines worldwide.

A number of supervisory board members
wanted the top executives to forego their
generous bonuses altogether as an example
to the workforce.  But press reports have
suggested that Mueller is merely pushing
for a reduction of around 30 percent. 

Highest-paid executives 
Mueller’s predecessor, Martin Winterkorn,

who quit as soon as the scandal broke last
September, was the highest-paid executive
in Germany for a number of years, earning
around 15 million euros.  Of his total salary
of 15.8 million euros in 2014, 13.9 million
euros were bonuses. The other board mem-
bers pocketed bonuses of between four and
seven million euros in the same year. 

In theory, the executives should also be
entitled to a bonus for 2015, as well, as the
payment is calculated on the basis of the
carmaker’s performance in the preceding
years. In the current context, however, the
expectation is that they will forego the pay-
ments and the regional government in
Lower Saxony, a key shareholder, said there
was “increased awareness about the prob-
lem” of performance-related bonuses. 

VW itself has refused to comment so far,
simply pointing out that board pay would
be published in VW’s annual report on April
28.  “The management board is determined
to set an example when it comes to the
adjustment in the bonuses,” a spokesman
said.  According to the weekly magazine Der
Spiegel, the former finance chief Hans-
Dieter Poetsch, who was appointed to the
head of the supervisory board in October,
pocketed nearly 10 million euros as “com-
pensation” for the lower pay he would
receive as a result of the switch. Unions are
concerned that the belt-tightening needed
to cope with the fallout from the so-called
“dieselgate” could lead to job cuts. “

We have the impression that the diesel
engine scandal could be used as a backdoor
for job cuts that weren’t up for discussion
until a couple of months ago,” the works
council wrote in a letter to the management
of VW’s own brand and published on the
website of the powerful IG Metall labour
union. — AFP

VW managers in hot seat 
over bonus payments

FRANKFURT: Matthias Mueller (R), CEO of German carmaker Volkswagen, and
Volkswagen’s supervisory board chairman Hans-Dieter Poetsch during a press con-
ference in Wolfsburg, central Germany. — AFP

MIASS, Russia: In Russia’s industrial heart-
land, people are finding ways to cope with an
economic crisis that has stretched household
budgets to breaking point.

The stories told in Miass, a mid-sized city
in the Urals that is home to a sprawling truck
factory and a plant that makes missiles for
submarines, show how people’s tolerance
and resilience have helped avert a deeper
economic slump. Nikolai Matveev, a trucker,
said his family had saved on food by eating
home-grown vegetables and meat from the
animals he shoots while hunting.

“Our wives are also experts at saving a few
kopecks here and there,” he told Reuters.
“Shortages in Soviet times taught them well.”
Other workers have moonlighted as taxi driv-
ers to supplement incomes slashed in real
terms by soaring inflation and bought cheap-
er products as prices have risen. Some have
had their nominal wages cut, too: lower pay
has been an important safety valve for the
Russian economy, helping businesses keep
costs down as demand flags.

The weaker ruble, which helped drive
inflation to 12.9 percent last year, has mean-
while cushioned the blow to government
finances from the collapse in oil prices and
made some Russian goods more competitive
overseas. Economists say firms in the West
typically fire more staff during crises as work-
ers, supported by their stronger trade unions,
would not stand for wages sliding so much.

“In Russia it’s different, it’s much more
important to work even if you work for less,”
said Ivan Tchakarov, a Russia-focused econo-
mist at US bank Citi. “It’s the price (of labour)
that adjusts not the quantity.” Russian workers
still spend the bulk of their earnings on day-

to-day needs, meaning they typically
economise on things such as food and
clothes. Fewer people have long-term mort-
gages, student loans or expensive habits. 

STAYING AFLOAT
The Ural truck factory, whose grey head-

quarters dominate one of Miass’ central
squares, illustrates how some firms have
stayed afloat. Built during World War Two, it
produces everything from dumper trucks to
military vehicles and sells to former Soviet
countries, Africa and Latin America.

The weaker rouble has made Ural vehicles
cheaper for customers abroad. It reduced
payroll expenses by temporarily introducing a
shorter working week late last year and has
fired 140 of several thousand employees in
the past six months, though workers say
dozens more left by consent.

An assembly line worker said he earned
around 25,000 roubles ($375) a month for an
eight-hour shift and that his salary had not
risen since 2011, which equates to a reduc-
tion in real wages of around 30 percent when
inflation is factored in. Still, he was not plan-
ning to quit his job.

“I’m not sure I can find anything better,”
the worker said, speaking in a deserted cafe
on the Prospect of the Car Factory Workers,
Miass’ main drag.

Ural’s owner GAZ Group declined to
arrange a meeting with its management, but
its press office said salaries corresponded
with those at other firms locally and were
adjusted with workers’ performance. Last
year’s output of around 7,900 vehicles was
similar to 2014, as exports offset falling
Russian sales, GAZ Group said. —Reuters

People’s resilience helps 
Russia dodge deeper crisis
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LONDON: A downbeat first batch of corporate
results prodded European stock markets lower
yesterday while oil prices held above $40
ahead of a meeting of major producers to dis-
cuss freezing output. The mood among
investors in Europe and the United States has
been subdued in the run-up to the second
quarter earnings season, and sales numbers
from France-based luxury goods producer
LVMH were poor, helping push European mar-
kets 0.3 percent lower in early trade.

While analysts greeted Italy’s plans for a $5
billion resolution fund to deal with billowing
bad debts, that was also not enough to gener-

ate much optimism about European banks as
they launch another round of restructuring.

Metals company Alcoa reported lower prof-
its. “LVMH’s numbers were not that good, and
the problem with the Italian bank fund is that
it is not big enough and it risks compromising
the banks that are already in a much better
shape,” said Francois Savary, chief investment
officer at Geneva-based investment and con-
sultancy firm Prime Partners.

Asian markets had done better. Japan’s
Nikkei rose more than 1 percent after a rally in
the yen against the dollar stalled on Monday
following three weeks of consistent gains. The

more robust performance of oil helped com-
modities-linked currencies like the Australian
and New Zealand dollars, both up around half
a percent against their US equivalent.

A fall in the yen pushed Japan’s stock mar-
ket higher yesterday, helping it lead a broad
Asia-wide advance, although analysts said
worries about the world economy and earn-
ings would temper any rally. World markets
have been unable to maintain momentum
after their progress in  March, with concern
growing that central banks may be running
out of tools to kick-start growth and inflation.

Tokyo’s Nikkei, which has been among the

worst performers this year, enjoyed a
rare rally yesterday to add 1.1 percent,
thanks to a dip in the yen, which sup-
ports exporters.

The dol lar  rose to 108.25 yen in
Japanese trade, from 107.94 yen in
New York, after Japan’s finance minis-
ter reiterated that officials could still
intervene in forex markets to stem the
yen’s steep rise.

Taro Aso said authorities were ready
to take action as needed if there were
extreme movements in the foreign
exchange market, Bloomberg News
reported. The comments follow similar
announcements last week from himself
and the government’s top spokesman.
However, the greenback is still down
about five percent from the start of the
month as growing uneasiness sees
traders shift into assets such as the yen
which are considered a safe bet.

Dealers are also awaiting the upcom-
ing corporate earnings season with trepi-
dation. Mitsuo Shimizu, an equity strate-
gist at Japan Asia Securities Group, told
Bloomberg News: “Once we get bad
earnings results it’s possible that we’ll see
more disappointment.”

Wall of worry 
The gains in Tokyo were followed

across most of the region, with Hong
Kong ending up 0.3 percent and Sydney
0.9 percent higher. Seoul, Singapore and
Taipei were also in positive territory. 

However, Shanghai ended 0.3 percent
lower after Monday’s climb, which was
fuelled by upbeat inflation data that
raised hopes China’s struggling economy
may have turned a corner. John Stoltzfus,
chief market strategist at Oppenheimer &
Co. in New York,  said there was little
momentum to drive any meaningful ral-
ly. “The market lacks enough conviction
to move stocks in any one direction for
any one amount of time long enough for
investors to sink their teeth into and rack
up performance,” he said.

“There is an increased amount of scep-
ticism and concern, mostly around earn-
ings season. It boils down to a market
that has to climb a wall of worry and has
to earn its gains.”

Regional energy firms edged higher
after more gains in the price of oil on
Monday, with expectations that a meet-
ing of key producers on Sunday will see a
deal to limit output.

Hong Kong-listed CNOOC was up 0.6
percent and PetroChina was 1.2 percent
higher, while in Tokyo Inpex was up 2.2
percent and JX Holdings 1.3 percent
higher. In Sydney, Rio Tinto and BHP
Billiton each climbed more than two per-
cent. The US dollar index, which meas-
ures its strength against a basket of cur-
rencies, fell 0.2 percent to 93.754. The
euro was trading back above $1.14,
touching a six-month high on a batch of
sales of the dollar in early trade in
London. — Agencies

Gloomy start to results season hits shares
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DOLE, France: French baker Michel
Flamant, who owes his life to the home-
less man who begged for handouts out-
side his bakery, knows more than anyone
that man does not live by bread alone.

To show his gratitude, Flamant is sell-
ing the business in the eastern town of
Dole to Jerome Aucant for a symbolic one
euro. The corpulent Flamant, who wears a
tank top and shorts to help him cope with
the heat of his bread ovens, says he has
always had a big heart despite his “piggish
character”.

In fact, long before the fateful day in
December when he nearly died from car-

bon monoxide poisoning, he would greet
Aucant every morning with a cup of cof-
fee and a croissant. “If Jerome wasn’t
around that day I would have been a
goner,” the 62-year-old Flamant said,
recounting how a defective bread oven
began leaking the odorless, lethal gas.

When Aucant noticed Flamant begin
to stagger around the bakery, he called
the emergency services.

The poisoning landed Flamant in the
hospital for 12 days. Back at work, the bak-
er initially offered Aucant, 37, a part-time
job. He soon realized how well the tat-
tooed, dreadlocked homeless man

applied himself. “And I’m demanding. The
work has to be done as I say and that’s
that!” the white-haired Flamant said as he
lined up baguettes on an oven tray.

He said he loves teaching people like
Aucant who are “smart enough to listen to
my advice”. The garrulous Paris native says
that as a child he thought he would be a
truck driver when he grew up. But his
father put him to work in the family bak-
ery when he was 14 and the job pleased
him. His companion minds the till on the
ground floor while he makes bread, crois-
sants and pastries in the basement from
midnight to noon, six days a week. 

‘I don’t care about money’ 
Flamant, whose three daughters are

not interested in taking over the business,
had been trying to sell it for the past two
years. Then it dawned on him to cede the
bakery to Aucant for a token one euro.

“What’s more important, money or life?
I don’t care about money. I’m not rich but I
don’t care. I want to be free, I want to take
it easy now. And also, if this makes him
happy...” Flamant has taken Aucant under
his wing until September when he will
retire and hand over the keys.

After that, “It will be up to him to make
it work,” Flamant said. “Jerome is a hard

worker and he wants to succeed. He
deserves a chance.” Aucant, who has shorn
his dreadlocks, revels in his new work.

“I want to work and the hours don’t put
me off,” he said. Aucant, with little previ-
ous work experience besides occasional
seasonal stints at funfairs, is fully aware of
the responsibility he will be taking on.

“I have to be 100 percent on the job,”
he said, adding: “Michel has given me a
real gift, and now... I want to be worthy of
it.” Flamant, sitting on a stack of plastic
crates to rest his arthritic legs, said for his
part: “I’ve made bread all my life, now I’m
tired.” — AFP

Breadwinners: French beggar gets a life after saving one

BRUSSELS: Activists of the non-government organizations ‘Oxfam’ and ‘Transparency International’ perform as clients of Offshore companies
during a protest in front of the European Commission headquarters in Brussels yesterday. — AFP

BRUSSELS: Large companies would have to
publicly disclose tax and financial data under
proposals the European Commission put forth
yesterday, in an effort to eliminate tax schemes
costing European Union states billions of euros
in lost tax revenues.

The EU executive’s proposal is part of a
broader plan to counter tax avoidance triggered
by the LuxLeaks scandal in 2014, which exposed
deals by multinationals with EU authorities to
reduce their tax bills. “By using complicated tax
arrangements, some multinationals can pay
nearly a third less tax than companies that only
operate in one country,” EU Financial Services
Commissioner Jonathan Hill said in a statement.
“Our proposal to increase transparency will help
make companies more accountable.”

A European Parliament study showed that
corporate tax avoidance costs EU countries 50
billion to 70 billion euros in lost revenues every
year. The Commission had initially planned to
impose so-called country-by-country reporting
only for companies’ activities in each of the 28
EU states.

But under pressure after the recent Panama
Papers leaks, it made a last-minute change to its

proposal, requiring corporations to disclose tax
data also in jurisdictions deemed as tax havens -
although EU states have never agreed on a com-
mon list of tax havens.

Corporate operations in the rest of the world
will have to be reported as a single item. The
plan concerns only companies with an annual
turnover of at least 750 million euros ($856.65
million) and with activities in the EU. Non-EU
firms will also be required to publish a tax report
if they have a subsidiary in an EU country.

Data to be made public on a country-by-
country basis include tax paid and tax accrued,
profits, turnover, earnings and number of
employees. EU states and the Parliament need to
approve the Commission’s proposals to turn
them into law.

BETWEEN TWO FIRES
The proposed measures raised concerns

among anti-corruption campaigners, who
accused Brussels of being too soft on tax eva-
sion. Business associations warned that the plan
would damage EU companies. “We do not wish
to see the EU become a destination which busi-
nesses consider too reputational risky and

administratively burdensome in which to invest,”
said Chas Roy-Chowdhury, head of tax at ACCA,
a global accounting body.

He called for limiting disclosures to tax
authorities, avoiding a general public display.

“Competitors will acquire sensible informa-
tion on the structure and margins of a company
due to the obligation of reporting”, said Markus
Kerber, chief of the German industry association
BDI. Centre-right lawmakers shared those con-
cerns. But tax transparency activists and centre-
left lawmakers accused the Commission of not
going far enough. Advocacy group Oxfam held a
demonstration on Tuesday against tax havens in
the EU district in Brussels, calling for the disclo-
sure of tax information in all countries where
companies operate.

“The Commission is only proposing reporting
obligations for firms’ activities in a restricted list
of countries, mainly within Europe, with crucial
countries like the US and Switzerland excluded,”
EU Green lawmaker Molly Scott Cato said.
“Unless the reporting obligations cover all coun-
tries, it will be impossible to find out if and how
firms are channelling funds to tax havens,” she
said. — Reuters 

EU urges public disclosure 

of multinationals’ tax data
After Panama leaks, proposal changed to cover tax havens

Greece and lenders

pause crucial

bailout review talks

ATHENS: Greece and its international lenders
adjourned bailout review talks yesterday, potentially
delaying a crucial cash handout to the debt-stricken
nation, and will resume them immediately after this
week’s IMF spring meetings.

Greece’s review of progress, under a bailout deal
reached last July, has dragged on for months, largely
due to differences among the lenders over its project-
ed fiscal shortfall by 2018 and resistance from Athens
over unpopular measures. Athens signed up to a new
bailout worth up to 86 billion euros ($98 billion) last
year, its third international rescue package since 2010.

A positive review will unlock up to 5 billion euros in
bailout aid which Athens needs to repay 3.5 billion
euros to the International Monetary Fund and the
European Central Bank in July, as well as unpaid
domestic bills. Mission leaders of European institutions
and the IMF will return to Athens after the April 15-17
IMF meetings in Washington with a view to concluding
an agreement by April 22, when euro zone finance
ministers are scheduled to meet, Finance Minister
Euclid Tsakalotos told reporters.

“The Greek government and the four institutions
agreed there was progress,” Tsakalotos said, referring
to European institutions and the International
Monetary Fund. Tsakalotos will  also travel to
Washington for the meetings.

European Union institutions and the IMF are at
odds over the primary surplus Greece could hope to
achieve by 2018 - the EU sees the balance at 3.5 per-
cent of national output. The IMF says that forecast is
too optimistic and says it will be closer to 1.5 percent
of GDP. With Athens itself, divergences hinged on the
depth of pension reform and regulating non-perform-
ing loans, particularly those involving primary home
mortgages. Reflecting growing uncertainty over the
review, Greek bank shares dropped almost five percent
by mid-session. “The negotiation with the lenders
should have been concluded long ago,” government
spokeswoman Olga Gerovasili said, adding that
Athens’ proposals were comprehensive but the IMF
stance was not helping reach a deal.

“Greece has categorically stated that it will meet to
the letter the July (bailout) agreement, and underlines
all those involved in the negotiations should do the
same,” she said. — Reuters

PANAMA CITY: Panamanian prosecutors
have visited the offices of the Mossack
Fonseca law firm to look into its allegations
that a computer hacker was behind the
leak of a trove of financial documents
about tax havens the firm set up to benefit
influential people around the globe.

Public ministry spokeswoman Sandra
Sotillo said the Monday visit to the offices
of Mossack Fonseca was made by investi-
gators from the intellectual property prose-
cutor’s office.

The firm filed a complaint charging the
security breach shortly before media
reports appeared last week using the docu-
ments to detail how politicians, celebrities
and companies around the globe were hid-
ing assets in offshore bank accounts and
anonymous shell companies.

“Finally the real criminals are being
investigated,” firm co-founder Ramon

Fonseca said in a message to The
Associated Press. Fonseca has maintained
that the only crime which can be taken
from the leak was the computer hack itself.
He has said he suspects the hack originated
outside Panama, possibly in Europe, but
has not given any details.

Panama’s government has said it will
cooperate with any judicial investigation
arising from the documents. Some critics of
the government have called for a rapid
investigation of the law firm, which is one
of the most important in the world for cre-
ating overseas front companies.

Panamanian President Juan Carlos
Varela has defended the country’s financial
sector, which is considered of strategic
importance for the economy. But Varela has
also promised the international community
that he is willing to make reforms to make
the sector more transparent. — AP

Investigators visit Panama 

Papers law firm’s office

PANAMA CITY: Panamanian law firm Mossack Fonseca lawyer Elias Solano walks out-
side the offices building after members of the Public Prosecutor office inspected the
place in Panama City on Monday. — AFP

PARIS: The head of Societe Generale yester-
day rejected accusations he misled parlia-
ment about the French bank’s tax haven
ties and agreed to answer Senate questions
prompted by the Panama Papers revela-
tions on the secretive world of offshore
finance.

Chief Executive Frederic Oudea and his
bank have been thrust to the fore of a con-
troversy over usage of tax havens since an
investigative news syndicate this month
exposed leaked documents on the activities
of Panama law firm Mossack Fonseca. The
reports, based on 11.5 million leaked docu-
ments, put SocGen near the top of a global
list of banks that created hundreds of thou-
sands of shell companies in Panama and
other offshore financial centres between
1977 and 2015 — with a total of 979 creat-
ed by the French bank.

At issue are accusations by senators that
Oudea misled them when he told a Senate
committee in 2012 that his bank had closed
operations in Panama and other tax havens
identified as overly secretive or short of
international transparency standards.

Following a meeting with the head of
the Senate’s finance committee, Oudea told
the Senate’s TV station, Public Senat: “I told
her I answered with the utmost sincerity to
all the questions of the Senate committee
of inquiry in 2012.” Senate Finance
Committee President Michele Andre said
Oudea would face a public Senate hearing
in May to get to the root of the matter - a
potentially abrasive session that the bank
executive himself said he was willing to
attend. Oudea was summoned to meet
Finance Minister Michel Sapin last week and
tax police raided SocGen offices. He and

Didier Valet, head of corporate and invest-
ment banking, private banking and asset
management, also met French unions on
Monday to answer questions about the
Panama Papers.

Ahead of yesterday’s meeting with the
head of the Senate’s finance committee, a
Senate statement said: “The information
revealed by the Panama Papers showed
that several financial institutions made use
of offshore companies, for their own
account or for clients, that may have been
used to hide certain assets or operations in
so-called non-cooperative territories, possi-
ble for tax reasons.”

In an official response to the Panama
Papers’ revelations about it, SocGen issued a
statement on April 4 saying it had closed its
establishments in Panama and other
havens. That was followed by an interview
in which Oudea told French newspaper Le
Figaro that SocGen abided by all the rules
of the countries in which it operated.

The Senate has already slated a meeting
of its cross-party steering committee for
April 28 to broach the matter after accusa-
tions by politicians that Oudea misled them.

Their claims centre on a declaration in a
Senate hearing on April 17, 2012 in which,
according to an official transcript, Oudea
said his bank had closed operations in loca-
tions named in an OECD “grey list” of bank
centres deemed as lacking transparency.

The news syndicate behind the Panama
Papers revelations says it will release more
information in May but has so far not given
detail of the precise years in which SocGen
created or closed shell companies. Data
released refer globally to the period 1977 to
2015 for a whole range of banks. — Reuters

French bank boss to face 

Senate over Panama Papers 

PARIS: French Finance Minister Michel Sapin (L) and Junior Budget Minister Christian
Eckert attend a press conference on 2016 income tax declaration at the Economy
ministry in Paris yesterday. — AFP

BERLIN: The European Central Bank’s record
low interest rates are causing “extraordinary
problems” for German banks and pensioners
and risk undermining voters’ support for
European integration, Finance Minister
Wolfgang Schaeuble told Reuters.

But the veteran minister said it would be
wrong to blame the ECB entirely for this situa-
tion, stressing that central banks alone should
not be relied on to restore economic growth
and calling instead for Europe to press on
with structural reforms. Politicians from
Chancellor Angela Merkel conservative camp,
to which the finance minister belongs, have
complained the ECB’s ultra-low rates are cre-
ating a “gaping hole” in savers’ finances and
pensioners’ retirement plans as returns have
dropped. Schaeuble suggested they risked
fuelling the rise of euroscepticism in
Germany, where voters flocked to the right-
wing Alternative for Germany in state elec-
tions last month.

“It is undisputable that the policy of low
interest rates is causing extraordinary prob-
lems for the banks and the whole financial
sector in Germany,” said the 73-year-old. “That
also applies for retirement provisions.” “That is
why I always point out that this does not nec-
essarily strengthen citizens’ readiness to trust
in European integration,” he added in an
interview. A storm of protest erupted in
thrifty Germany after ECB President Mario
Draghi last month described the idea of so-
called helicopter money - sending money
directly to citizens - as a “very interesting”, if
unexamined, concept.

Schaeuble, who said he stays in close con-
tact with Draghi, said he would be amazed if
the central bank was seriously considering
such a policy. “I don’t have the impression
that serious discussions are taking place with-
in the ECB on this,” he said.

He said it would be wrong to blame the
ECB entirely for growing euroscepticism in
Germany, repeating his reform mantra:
“Policies in Europe must create conditions
through structural reforms to better solve
problems.” Such structural reforms include

measures such as making labour markets
more flexible and reducing public-sector
bureaucracy.

NO GREEK DRAMA
Turning to Greece, Schaeuble said he saw

no need for debt restructuring. “The agree-
ments of last summer are clear: if the first pro-
gram review is completed successfully and
then the need still arises to do something
about debt sustainability, then we will talk
about it,” he said. “So far, I cannot discern from
the debt-sustainability analysis a need for
debt restructuring.”

“I currently see no need for that,” he
added. International Monetary Fund chief
Christine Lagarde denied this month that her
organization would push Greece closer to
default as a negotiating tactic following
reports of a leaked transcript suggesting the
IMF may threaten to leave the bailout to force
European lenders to offer more debt relief.

“The IMF’s participation in the program is
agreed,” Schaeuble said. “We definitely won’t
let ourselves be blackmailed. We stand by the
agreements but others must too.”

Greece and its international lenders
adjourned bailout review talks yesterday,
potentially delaying a crucial cash handout to
the debt-stricken nation, and will resume
them immediately after this week’s IMF
spring meetings. Schaeuble said a review of
Athens’ compliance with the bailout would be
discussed on the sidelines of meetings of the
IMF and Group of 20 leading economies in
Washington this week and that an agreement
seemed possible by the end of April.

“I am quite sure that we will reach an ami-
cable settlement.  We will not again be con-
fronted with a Greece crisis this year,” he said.
“Nobody is demanding that Greece has to
implement everything to the exact letter,” he
said, but added: “The overall result must add
up and the agreed requirements correspond
to those agreed last summer.” “It is important
that Greece does not keeping questioning
that which we have agreed together. That is
not how one builds trust.” —Reuters

Germany: ECB policy causing 

‘extraordinary problems’
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KUWAIT: Vigor Events proudly presents
Cultural Transformation; a 2 day dynam-
ic hands-on workshop by John Mattone
who details the critical steps that must
be executed in order for one’s organiza-
tion to effectively accelerate its’ own
reinvention.

Based on years of research and advis-
ing Fortune 1000 CEOs and senior lead-
ership teams, John Mattone will provide
valuable perspectives on how to intro-
duce and sustain cultural change in
one’s organization. Attendees will dis-
cover the primary obstacles to cultural
transformation, and how to address out-
dated mindsets and resistance to
change within the organization.

The workshop has been tailor made
for CEOs, Managers & Senior Executives
who want to learn how to successfully
transform their organizational culture in
support of operating goals and vision.
They will also gain insight into the key
learnings from the late Steve Jobs,
understand their predominant leader-
ship traits and “Least Mature” traits as
well as learn the 6 steps for Cultural
Transformation.

John’s power-packed presentation
reveals the critical steps that must be
planned-out and executed in order for
any organization to create and sustain a
renewed, winning culture that engages,
inspires and unleashes talent in support

of driving breakthrough results.
Considered one of the world’s lead-

ing authorities on leadership, talent and
culture, John is the author of eight
books including three best-sellers and
has been recognized by The Thinkers 50
and Globalgurus.com as one of the
world’s top ten leadership authorities
and executive coaches. 

Recently, John was honored by his
executive coaching peers ( The
Association of Corporate Executive
Coaches), with the prestigious 2015
International Executive Coach Thought
Leader of Distinction Award, in recogni-
tion of his thought leadership and his
work as a global executive coach. 

The Cultural Transformation
Workshop will take place on 18th-19th
April 2015 from 9:00AM to 4:00PM at
Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel and will
be part of the Knowledge ClubTM 2016
series which is organized by Vigor
Events and co-organized by ALGAS
Events.  And sponsored by Zain
Telecommunication Company as the
lead Partner. Other Sponsors include
Hadi Clinic as Gold Sponsor, Gulf Bank &
Warba Insurance as Silver sponsors,
Platinum Gym & Warba Bank as Event
Sponsors, Corporate Sponsor Kuwait Oil
Company, Success Partner Equate,
Strategic Partner Ahli Bank of Kuwait,
Executive Education Partner IE Business

School and media support from the
International Advertising Association
Kuwait Chapter. 

‘Transforming culture always begins with leaders’
Mattone unlocks keys to leadership development at Knowledge Club 2016

KUWAIT: According to The
Republic of Turkey Prime Ministry,
Investment Support and Promotion
Agency, the real estate sector
accounted for a 4.6 percent share of
GDP in 2014 - an increase of 2.6
percent compared with the previ-
ous year. On the investment side,
FDI inflow rose to $12.5 billion, with
real estate and construction garner-
ing $4.3 billion of total FDI in 2014.
The total number of houses sold in
the property market reached
1,165,381 units in 2014; likewise
sales of real estate to foreigners
began to increase following the
cancellation of the reciprocity law.

While foreign interest in real
estate continues, the biggest
demand is for Istanbul. GCC
investors are buying properties on
the Bosphorus for residential and in
Beylikduzu and Esenyurt for invest-
ment purposes. Beylikduzu is con-
nected to Istanbul city center via
Tem and E-5 Highways in the East
and to Europe in the West. With
growing population and example
shown planned development,
Beylikduzu is very popular for resi-
dential projects.

Top Real Estate Group, as an
exclusive marketing and selling
agent for Inanlar more than 5 years,
is happy to announce the new proj-
ect in Beylikduzu, Terrace Lotus.

Terrace Lotus, with its unique
location on E-5 Highway, is provid-

ing an excellent ease of transporta-
tion. It’s possible to reach region’s
leading education, health and
shopping centers within minutes.
The project is 10 minutes to Ataturk
Airport, 3 minutes to TEM Highway,

6 minutes to IDO Seabus Station,
and 15 minutes to Marmaray. And
also will be only 2 minutes far from
the new Subway Station, which will
be finished by 2019.

Rising on the most valuable
location of the region, Terrace
Lotus’ apartments sizes range from
90-240 square meters. The project
is 40 floors and 150 mt. height.
Terrace Lotus has 149 residential

units and 44 stores at the shop-
ping mall. With a selection of 1,2,3
and 4 bedrooms star ting from
567.000 TL, down payment is  per-
cent 20, completion payment is
percent 20 and the rest in 40
months installments. Project will
be finished by the 4th quarter of
2017 with projections of  per-
cent40 increase in the property
value. Vira Istanbul, being devel-
oped by GUL PROJECT which is
one of the oldest rel iable real
estate companies in Istanbul
Turkey, superiority is characterized
by exceptional expertise in the
field of architectural creativity and
remarkable successes since more
than 35 years. GUL PROJECT, work-
ing to strengthen its  expertise in
the development of master-
planned communities,  which
today enjoys a strong presence of
one of the most important proj-
ects that the under construction, a
project of ( VIRA  ISTANBUL) in
modern Beylikduzu area, one of
the most urbanized region and an
expansion in Istanbul.

The apartments in “VIRA ISTAN-
BUL” features amazing view of the
Sea of Marmara,  as well  as its
strategic location near the high-
way, which is just seven minutes,
and five minutes from the Yacht
Club (Marina). The project consists
of 17  integrated residential com-
plex  and 1156 apartments rang-

ing in size from 50 to 200 m2
designed to please every kind of
people where the total project
area “ 92000 m2 and  74500 m2 of
it is public facilities, parks, sports
clubs and stadiums as well  as
kindergartens and surrounds this
complex world brands shops, fine
dining restaurants besides social &
community centers. Since the proj-
ect is being implemented, has
been the announcement of the
incentive prices initially but only
for a limited period of 4.100 TL per
square meter and with a delivery
date August 2018. 

“Istanbul is the rising holiday
and business destination of a wide
geography including East Europe,
Middle East, Northern Asia and
Northern Africa. Mega projects in
the region speed up both econo-
my and real estate sector (Istanbul
Canal, World’s biggest airport with
160 million passenger capacity,
3rd Bridge, Marmaray and urban
transformation).  One of the
strongest international hubs in the
world,  Istanbul is  within three
hours of flight distance to 61 coun-
tries,” says Aykut Aksu, TURKEY
Business Development Director,
Top Real Estate Group and inviting
to see the investment opportuni-
ties during the Real Estate and
Investment Exhibition (11-16th
April, Kuwait International Fairs
Ground, Mishref, Hall 8).

Invest in Istanbul, a world 
capital and a mega city

Aykut Aksu

DUBAI: Yesterday the Insurance Institute
for Highway Safety (IIHS) upgraded the
2016 Nissan Sentra to its highest rating of
“Top Safety Pick Plus” when equipped with
optional Forward Emergency Braking tech-
nology. The Sentra had previously held the
agency’s Top Safety Pick designation prior
to IIHS confirmation of the required front
crash prevention technology performance.

For this year, IIHS has tightened its stan-
dards by requiring a “Good” or better rating
in all five of the crashworthiness categories
to earn a “Top Safety Pick” and making an
available front crash prevention system
mandatory for all awards. To earn the IIHS
“Top Safety Pick Plus” designation, a vehicle
must earn a “Good” or better on all five
crashworthiness categories and also

receive an “Advanced” or “Superior” rating
for front crash prevention.

“Nissan is proud to have another of our
core vehicles recognized by IIHS for vehicle
safety,” said Michael Bunce, vice president,
Product Strategy and Planning, Nissan
North America, Inc (NNA). “Nissan has the
safety and security of Nissan vehicle own-
ers and their passengers as its top priority,
so we are glad to see our long-term invest-
ment in safety showing results in these lat-
est IIHS tests.”

Sentra joins the 2016 Altima, Maxima
and Murano in earning the IIHS Top Safety
Pick Plus rating. Forward Emergency
Braking is available on 2016 Sentra SR and
SL models equipped with the optional
Technology Package.

2016 Nissan Sentra achieves 
top Safety Pick Plus rating 

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank welcomed Salem Saleh Salem Al-
Ajmi, the first quarterly Red and Salary Account draw
winner of 2016, at the Cadillac showroom in Al-Rai
Area. Yaser Sulaiman, Executive Manager, Consumer
Banking at Gulf Bank congratulated him on winning
the Cadillac CTS car.

New Red Account or Salary Account customers who
open an account and transfer their student allowance or
salary will also be eligible to enter the monthly cash
draws for a chance to also win up to KD 1,000. In addi-
tion, the quarterly car draw will be for 1 lucky winner
who will have a chance to win a new Cadillac CTS.  For
further information about Gulf Bank’s red account and
other prize draws, visit one of Gulf Bank’s 56 branches,
call the Customer Contact Center on 1805805, or go
online at www.e-gulfbank.com .

Salem Saleh Salem
Al-Ajmi wins a new 

Cadillac CTS in Gulf 
Bank’s Red & Salary draw 

Honda Alghanim offers the gift of
value and peace of mind this April

LONDON: Strong growth in US gasoline con-
sumption has been one of the most important
factors supporting oil prices in 2016, but some
analysts question whether the official data is
overstating the strength of gasoline demand. US
gasoline consumption has been running at a
record seasonal rate since February, according to
weekly data published by the Energy Information
Administration (EIA) in its +ACI-Weekly
Petroleum Status Report+ACI- (WPSR).

But the consumption figures are so high that
some analysts question whether the gasoline is
actually being exported rather than consumed
domestically.

The EIA’s oil-data collection program is
designed to track the flow of petroleum from the
well head to the final consumer. Under authority
that dates from the energy crisis of the 1970s, the
agency collects information on domestic produc-
tion, imports, exports, refining and stockpiles.

The major gap in the system is consumption.
Consumption is almost impossible to measure in
real time because there are too many end-users
(there 260 million registered vehicles in the
United States). So the EIA uses the disappearance
of refined products from its primary reporting
system as a proxy for the amount of fuel con-
sumed by end-users. The volume of +ACI-prod-
uct supplied+ACI- is calculated as the residual of
domestic refinery production plus imports minus
exports minus the change in stockpiles.

Because product supplied is calculated as a
residual, any errors measuring production,
imports, exports and stockpiles flow through
directly into errors in implied consumption.

Estimated exports are the largest source of
uncertainty about consumption in the short
term. If the EIA over-estimates exports, it will

under-estimate domestic consumption, and vice
versa. The agency collects its own comprehen-
sive data on production, imports and stockpiles
from refiners, importers, pipeline companies and
motor fuel blenders. But it relies on data collect-
ed by US Customs and the Census Bureau to
measure exports, and these are only available
with an average lag of around 8 weeks (+ACI-
Weekly Petroleum Status Report: Explanatory
Notes+ACI-, EIA).

In the meantime, the agency is forced to esti-
mate the volume of refined fuels which are
exported, and any errors in those estimates flow
through directly into errors in implied consump-
tion. The EIA estimates exports in the WPSR and
then replaces the estimates with hard data from
the Census Bureau when the monthly numbers
are published in +ACI-Petroleum Supply
Monthly+ACI- (PSM).

GASOLINE DEMAND
The EIA’s weekly and monthly surveys both

showed domestic gasoline consumption was
subdued in January, most likely because of bad
weather affecting large parts of the country at
the beginning and end of the month. But con-
sumption reportedly rebounded to record sea-
sonal rates in weekly surveys for February and
March leading some analysts to question
whether the EIA is under-estimating exports. This
is certainly possible. The EIA’s estimating proce-
dure has a backward-looking component so it
can miss sudden changes in the rate of exports
and only responds with a lag.

The question is how large these errors in esti-
mating exports tend to be and how much of an
error they impart to estimates of domestic con-
sumption. US gasoline exports are very small in

relation to domestic consumption so even rela-
tively large errors in estimating exports have only
a small impact on consumption estimates. In
2015, the country exported an average of
475,000 barrels per day (bpd) of finished gasoline
and another 150,000 bpd of blending compo-
nents compared with domestic consumption of
nearly 9.2 million bpd.

The difference between exports and domestic
consumption is more than an order of magni-
tude: the amount of gasoline exported amount-
ed to less than 7 percent of domestic consump-
tion, according to the EIA. The agency would
need to make some truly enormous errors in esti-
mating exports to have more than a marginal
impact on its estimates for consumption.

A comparison between the agency’s weekly
estimates for exports (smoothed with a four-
week average) and the actual volume exported
as reported later by the Census Bureau suggests
errors are mostly within  125,000 bpd and at
most about 250,000 bpd.

The resulting error in implied gasoline con-
sumption is normally  1 percent, or at most  2.5
percent, which is a fairly a high degree of accura-
cy for an economy-wide statistic. Estimating
errors are potentially much more serious for dis-
tillate fuel oil, where exports averaged almost 1.2
million bpd in 2015, compared with domestic
consumption of almost 4.0 million bpd.

The EIA reported that finished motor gasoline
exports averaged 445,000 bpd for the four weeks
ended Feb 26, while domestic consumption aver-
aged 9.256 million bpd. In fact, we now know
from customs data, finished gasoline exports
averaged about 720,000 bpd during the month
of February, according to the US International
Trade Commission. —Reuters

KUWAIT: As part of its ongoing com-
mitment to provide its customers with
the best deals in the market that
accommodate their  budget and
secure their peace of mind, Alghanim
Motors, the exclusive distributor of
Honda products in Kuwait, including
cars, bikes, power equipment and
generators, is honored to unveil the
biggest Honda promotion for the
month April across its showrooms in
Kuwait.

The April 2016 promotion presents
customers the opportunity to receive
a cash gift of up to KD1000, in addi-
tion to a golden comprehensive insur-
ance that provides a wider and larger
insurance coverage. The promotion
also guarantees the safety and protec-
tion of Honda customers by offering
them a free warranty package that
includes a maintenance contract for
up to 3 years without any additional
charges, thus effectively saving their
time and money every time they pay a
visit to the service center for mainte-
nance purposes.

In addition to these amazing bene-
fits, Honda Alghanim is keen on offer-
ing its latest and most innovative cars
at unbeatable rates. This includes the
powerful Honda Accord V6, available
at the starting price of KD 8,999, and
the fully redesigned Honda Pilot,
available at the starting price of KD
10,555. Those award-winning vehicles
incorporate the latest automotive
technologies and a slew of safety fea-
tures all while boasting impressive
performance and striking design aes-
thetics from the inside out.

Honda has earned various interna-
tional automotive awards and acco-
lades with the latest being Honda
Accord’s win of 2016 TOP SAFETY PICK
and TOP SAFET Y PICK+ from
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety,
as well as earning a 5-star ratings from
the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration.  In addition,  the
Accord has always been named as the
best sedan car in Car and Drive’s 2016
10 Best Cars. Similarly, the Honda Pilot
has also won 2016 TOP SAFETY PICK
and TOP SAFET Y PICK+ from
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety
as well  as being named the Best
Resale Value and Best Price from Kelly
Blue Book.

Honda Alghanim invites all its cus-
tomers to visit the latest showroom at
AlRai to take advantage of this offer
and learn more on the models, fea-
tures, and prices of the new Honda

lineup. The new showroom, which is
considered to be the largest in the
Middle East and North Africa region, is
situated as part of Safat Alghanim on
an area covering 9,000 square meters;
it  has been built  by integrating
Alghanim Industries brand values in
order to achieve a prestigious status
that the leading global brand Honda
deserves. This showroom accentuates
on architecture and design while
offering high-quality services of which
customer satisfaction is of the highest
priority. It boasts 3 floors that offer
versatile services including a service
center that is able to receive 70 vehi-
cles through 16 stations daily. Honda
Alghanim showroom operates from
8.30 am until  10 pm Saturday to
Thursday, and from 9.30 am until 10
pm on Fridays.

Alghanim Motors, the exclusive dis-
tr ibutor of Honda automobiles,
motorcycles, power products, and
marine products in Kuwait, is commit-
ted to providing customers with flexi-
ble payment solutions and efficient
and cost-effective services. The cars
service center waiting lounge offers
entertainment and comfort for cus-
tomers with gaming consoles, digital
satellite TV, free wireless internet and
relaxing massage chairs. For more
information, please call 1822777.

Is US gasoline consumption 
overstated, if so by how much? 



UNITED NATIONS: Technology
allowing a pre-programmed robot to
shoot to kill, or a tank to fire at a tar-
get with no human involvement, is
only years away, experts say. A new
report called Monday for a ban on
such “killer robots.” The report by
Human Rights Watch and the Harvard

Law School International Human
Rights Clinic was released as the
United Nations kicked off a week-
long meeting on such weapons in
Geneva. The report calls for humans
to remain in control over all weapons
systems at a time of rapid technologi-
cal advances. It says that requiring

humans to remain in control of criti-
cal functions during combat, includ-
ing the selection of targets, saves
lives and ensures that fighters com-
ply with international law.

“Machines have long served as
instruments of war, but historically
humans have directed how they are

used,” said Bonnie Docherty, senior
arms division researcher at Human
Rights Watch, in a statement. “Now
there is a real threat that humans
would relinquish their control and
delegate life-and-death decisions to
machines.” Some have argued in
favor of robots on the battlefield, say-
ing their use could save lives.  But last
year, more than 1,000 technology
and robotics experts - including sci-
entist Stephen Hawking, Tesla Motors
CEO Elon Musk and Apple co-founder
Steve Wozniak - warned that such
weapons could be developed within
years, not decades.

In an open letter, they argued
that if  any major military power
pushes ahead with development of
autonomous weapons, “a global
arms race is virtually inevitable, and
the endpoint of this technological
trajectory is obvious: autonomous
weapons wil l  become the
Kalashnikovs of tomorrow.”
According to the London-based
organization Campaign to Stop Killer
Robots, the United States, China,
Israel,  South Korea,  Russia,  and
Britain are moving toward systems
that would give machines greater
combat autonomy. Human Rights
Watch is a co-founder of the organi-
zation. The UN meeting of experts
on the issue, chaired by Germany,
continues talks that took place in
April 2015 and May 2014. — AP

NEW YORK: HTC is promising a better
camera - along with refinements in
audio and design - as it unveils its latest
flagship phone, the HTC 10. The camera
has long a weak point in HTC devices. At
first, HTC sacrificed image resolution
and made the size of individual pixels
larger to capture more light. But the
resulting 4 megapixel images were
often fuzzy, especially when cropped or
enlarged. HTC went with smaller indi-
vidual pixels in a 20-megapixel camera
last year, but it still underperformed in
extreme situations, such as indoors and
close-ups. The HTC 10 tries to strike a
balance - larger individual pixels, but
not as large as before. The camera is
now 12 megapixels, the same as the lat-
est iPhones and Samsung Galaxy
phones.

“What we tried to do ... is to get the
best of both worlds,” said Nigel Newby-
House, HTC’s associate vice president
for product planning in North America.
In last year’s HTC One M9 phone, “the
imaging performance was not up to the
kind of spec of what we really like to see
in a flagship.” HTC’s flagship phones
have drawn good reviews in the past,
but it’s had trouble translating those
into sales. The company doesn’t current-
ly rank as one of the top five phone

manufacturers worldwide, according to
the market-research firm Gartner. 

In recent months, HTC has branched
out to fitness and virtual-reality devices.
But it isn’t giving up on phones.
Announced yesterday, the HTC 10
phone is expected to be available in late
April. The company didn’t immediately
announce pricing. Other notable fea-
tures in the HTC 10 include a powerful
battery - promised at two days - and the
ability to customize the home screen so
that app icons don’t all have to stay in a
grid. There will be stickers of different
sizes to move around and create a per-
sonalized design.

HTC is giving a slight boost to the
selfie camera - to 5 megapixels, match-
ing the Apple and Samsung phones. It
also joins its rivals in letting the screen
serve as a front-facing flash. An already-
good metal design will now have sharp-
er edges. The rounder finish in the pre-
vious model made the phone feel more
like a bar of soap, with all the slipperi-
ness you’d expect, Newby-House said.
For audiophiles, the phone can now
handle higher-quality sound files, and
the two external speakers have been
tweaked so that one focuses on high
end notes, while the other emphasizes
bass. — AP 
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SINGAPORE: Mostly young, male audiophiles
throng a Singapore hotel ballroom, intently
assessing headphones, earbuds and in-ear moni-
tors - priced from $50 to as much as $10,000.
Alongside are banks of dedicated digital audio
players (DAPs), with an entire wall of the expo
showcasing the king of DAPs: iriver. Less than five
years ago, the South Korean firm was staring at
bankruptcy, its low-end MP3 players no match
for Apple’s iPod and the rise of the music-playing
smartphone. But, after some missteps and a
name change, Astell & Kern has created a small
but lucrative market for those wanting to hear
music as it sounds in the studio or concert hall.

This is the world of high resolution (hi-res)
audio (HRA), a niche that smartphone makers,
music companies and even telecoms carriers
hope will, if not move to the mainstream, at least
sprinkle some of its fat margins on their bottom
lines. “Now, people are interested in $3,000 play-
ers,” says James Lee, Astell & Kern’s vice president.
“Before, they would think $300 players were
crazy. Now, $1,000 is the average price.” And
that’s a snip compared to the $55,000 price tag
on a pair of Sennheiser Orpheus HE 1 electrostat-
ic headphones resting on a marble-mounted
amplifier on show for selected guests in a room
on the hotel’s 34th floor.

Consumer demand for HRA is being fed in
part by lifestyle shifts. We commute longer, live
in smaller apartments and use smarter phones
and streaming services, like Spotify. Americans
spend 24 hours a week listening to music, says

market consultancy Nielsen. Also, there are fewer
constraints on audio quality. A decade ago, a
‘lossy’ MP3 format - where file compression
meant reduced quality - made sense when $30
would buy enough space for only about 500
songs. Now, the same price would get you
enough flash drive for 32,000 songs.

Audio add-ons
The growth in listening to music is having a

knock-on impact on Bluetooth speakers, head-
phones and other audio accessories. Last year,
Americans spent more on headphones for the
first time than they did on physical music, such
as CDs. This has stirred hardware makers. Apple’s
purchase of headphones and music streaming
company Beats for $3 billion in 2014 has over-
shadowed efforts by other manufacturers to
offer audio accessories and features. A year earli-
er, Sony dusted off its Walkman brand as a high-
end audio range, and has since added portable
speakers and headphones. Samsung Electronics
has its Level series of headphones and speakers,
while LG Electronics last month launched its LG
phone with an optional Hi-Fi module, made in
partnership with Bang & Olufsen.

Others, too, hope clearer, richer audio will
help them differentiate, adding separate audio
processors to improve the playback of music on
their phones. They are helped by specialist chip
makers like ESS Technology Inc, whose digital
audio converters are in phones made by Xiaomi,
Lenovo, Meizu, LeTV and Vivo. Telecoms carriers

are also taking note, hoping to lock in users or
boost revenues: Singapore Telecommunications
launched a service in February offering four sep-
arate streaming apps, including Spotify. When
iriver’s owners decided to sell the company in
2014, it was South Korean carrier SK Telecom
which offered the most compelling bid, said Lee,
adding: “Telcos think this market will grow.”

Asia leads
Much of the surge in interest in HRA is in Asia.

Onkyo, a Japanese music download service, has
offered hi-res music since 2004. The country
accounted for more than a fifth of all spending
on HRA, including home hi-fi, last year, according
to GfK, a research company. China, too, is grow-
ing fast, and overtook Japan as iriver’s main mar-
ket last October. Tianjin-based Hifiman, a maker
of headphones costing up to $3,000, is seeing its
margins squeezed by pretenders. “Customers
and distributors tell me that users get a little bit
confused,” said Riccardo Yeh, Hifiman’s interna-
tional sales director. 

The HRA market still has an early-stage,
almost amateur feel. The dozens of companies
making headphones, from Vietnam to Romania,
are usually home-spun, crowd-funded or self-
financed, and rarely employ more than a few
staff, says Jude Mansilla, who runs a website and
organized the Singapore expo. “The industry is
very keen,” says Peter Cooney, an analyst who fol-
lows the HRA space. “But for the mass market,
the question is: is the demand there?” — Reuters

Pitch perfect: Mobile makers, 
telcos drawn to hi-res audio

Tech improvements, lifestyle shifts driving demand

HTC’s new phone focuses
on camera quality

SEOUL: A man uses his smartphone to send messages via Kakao Talks, a South Korean mobile messaging app, in Seoul, South Korea. Kakao Talk
and Line are two Asian mobile messengers that outgrew Facebook and Twitter in Japan and in South Korea in terms of user number.  — AP 

BEIJING: Twenty-five Chinese tech-
nology companies have signed a
pledge to counter images and
information online that promote
terrorism, the internet regulator
said yesterday, months after China
passed a controversial new anti-ter-
rorism law. The Cyberspace
Administration of China said the
companies had promised to “han-
dle in a timely way terror-related
harmful, illegal information, create
a clear internet space and maintain
social stability”.

The companies  which have
s igned up inc lude Ba idu I nc,
Tencent Holdings Ltd,  Alibaba
Group Holding Ltd, JD.com and
Sina Corp,  the regulator  sa id.
Tencent ,  Al ibaba,  JD.com and
Sina  d id  not  immediate ly
respond to request for comment.
A Baidu spokesman declined to
comment. The regulator said that
more than 25,000 posts,  4,000
videos  and 200 accounts  had
been removed from the internet
so far this year that involve ille-
gal, terror-related content.

China passed the anti-terrorism
law in December. Among other
things, it requires technology firms
to help decrypt information and

cooperate with the government in
fighting terrorism. Critics say China
uses its counter-terror and national
security regulations to quell free
speech. Under President Xi Jinping,
the government has implemented
an unprecedented tightening of
internet controls and sought to
codify the policy within the law.
China has rebuffed the criticism of
the law, saying it is simply doing
what other Western nations already
do in asking technology firms to
help fight terror.

The law has caused particular
unease in Western capitals as it
codifies sweeping powers for the
government to combat perceived
threats. China says it faces a serious
threat from groups such as the East
Turkestan Islamic Movement
(ETIM), which operates in China’s
restive far western region of
Xinjiang, home to the Muslim
Uighur people, where hundreds
have died in violence in recent
years. Rights groups and many for-
eign experts though say China has
never presented any convincing
evidence to prove ETIM exists as a
cohesive, well-organized group
capable of the kinds of attacks
China blames it for. — Reuters

Tech firms vow to counter 
online terrorism activities 

This photo provided by HTC shows the HTC10. HTC is promising a better cam-
era, along with refinements in audio and design, as it unveils its latest flagship
phone, the HTC 10. — AP 

New report calls for ban on ‘killer robots’

TEHRAN: A robot from Iran’s Qazvin Islamic Azad University takes part in a football match against Germany’s
Nao-Team HTWK of Leipzig United University during the RoboCup Iran Open 2016, in Tehran. — AFP 

TEWKSBURY: When hackers set out to
extort the town of Tewksbury,
Massachusetts with “ransomware,” they fol-
lowed up with an FAQ explaining the attack
and easy instructions for online payment.
After balking for several days, Tewksbury
officials decided that paying the modest ran-
som of about $600 was better than strug-
gling to unlock its own systems, said police
chief Timothy Sheehan. That case and others
show how cyber-criminals have profession-
alized ransomware schemes, borrowing tac-
tics from customer service or marketing, law
enforcement officials and security firms say.
Some players in the booming underworld
employ graphic artists, call centers and tech-
nical support to streamline payment and
data recovery, according to security firms
that advise businesses on hacking threats.

The advancements, along with modest

ransom demands, make it easier to pay than
fight. “It’s a perfect business model, as long
as you overlook the fact that they are doing
something awful,” said James Trombly, presi-
dent of Delphi Technology Solutions, a
Lawrence, Massachusetts, computer services
firm that helped three clients over the past
year pay ransoms in bitcoin, the virtual cur-
rency.  He declined to identify the clients. In
the December 2014 attack on Tewksbury,
the pressure to pay took on a special
urgency because hackers disabled emer-
gency systems. That same is true of addition-
al attacks on police departments and hospi-
tals since then. But all sectors of government
and business are targeted, along with indi-
viduals, security firms said.

The total cost of ransomware attacks is
hard to quantify.  But the Cyber Threat
Alliance, a group of leading cyber security

firms, last year estimated that global dam-
ages from CryptoWall 3 - among the most
popular of dozens of ransomware variants -
totaled $325 million in the first nine months
of 2015. Some operations hire underground
call centers or email-response groups to
walk victims through paying and restoring
their data, said Lance James, chief scientist
with the cyber-intelligence firm Flashpoint.

Graphic artists and translators craft clear
ransom demands and instructions in multi-
ple languages. They use geolocation to
make sure that victims in Italy get the Italian
version, said Alex Holden, chief information
security officer with Hold Security. While ran-
somware attacks have been around longer
than a decade, security experts say they’ve
become far more threatening and prevalent
in recent years because of state-of-the-art
encryption, modules that infect backup sys-

tems, and the ability to infect large numbers
of computers over a single network.

Law enforcement officials have long
advised victims against paying ransoms.
Paying ransoms is “supporting the business
model,” encouraging more criminals to
become extortionists, said Will Bales, a
supervisory special agent for the Federal
Bureau of Investigation. But Bales, who helps
run ransomware investigations nationwide
from the Washington, DC office, acknowl-
edged that the payoffs make economic
sense for many victims. “It is a business deci-
sion for the victim to make,” he said.

Run-of-the-mill ransomware attacks typi-
cally seek 1 bitcoin, now worth about $420,
which is about the same as the hourly rate
that some security consultants charge to
respond to such incidents, according to
security firms who investigate ransomware

cases. Some attacks seek more, as when
hackers forced Hollywood Presbyterian
Hospital in Los Angeles to pay $17,000 to
end an outage in February. Such publicized
incidents will breed more attacks, said
California State Senator Robert Hertzberg,
who in February introduced legislation to
make a ransomware schemes punishable by
up to four years in prison. The Senate’s pub-
lic safety committee was scheduled to
review that bill on Tuesday. Some victims
choose not to pay. The Pearland
Independent School District near Houston
refused to fork over about $1,600 in ransom
demanded in two attacks this year, losing
about three days of work from teachers and
students. Instead, the district invested tens
of thousands of dollars on security software,
said Jonathan Block, the district’s desktop
support services manager. — Reuters

Ramsomware: Extortionist hackers borrow customer-service tactics



WASHINGTON: The Zika virus is “scarier”
than previously thought, US health officials
warned Monday as they urged Congress to
unblock funding to fight the mosquito-
borne virus linked to birth defects. President
Barack Obama’s administration has asked
lawmakers for $1.9 billion to boost pre-
paredness and response to Zika, a poorly
understood virus which has been linked to
severe brain damage in babies-but the
request has stalled. Borne by the Aedes
aegypti mosquito, Zika has spread quickly to
more than 30 places in Latin America and
the Caribbean since last year.

Rare cases of sexual transmission of the
virus have also been recorded. “We absolute-
ly need to be ready ... Everything we look at
with this virus seems to be a bit scarier than
we initially thought,” Anne Schuchat, princi-
pal deputy director of the the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, told
reporters at the White House. “We continue

to be learning (about the virus) pretty much
every day. And most of what we’re learning
is not reassuring,” she added. Anthony Fauci,
director of the National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases, said there were still
a lot of unknowns.

“Bottom line is we still have a lot to
learn,” he said. “And we really do need to
learn a lot more, because this is a very
unusual virus.” Fauci said he had to draw
money from other areas for Zika research,
stressing that “we really don’t have what we
need.” “If we don’t get the money that the
president has asked for, we’re not going to
be able to take it to the point where we’ve
actually accomplished what we need to do,”
Fauci said. “When the president asked for
$1.9 billion, we needed $1.9 billion.”
Hundreds of thousands of people in the US
territory of Puerto Rico could become
infected with Zika by year’s end, US health
officials have cautioned. — AFP

Zika virus ‘scarier’ than thought

PARIS: French politicians across the board
yesterday slammed a Socialist minister’s call
to legalize marijuana, re-igniting the debate
in a country where cannabis use is common.
A day after minister for parliamentary rela-
tions Jean-Marie Le Guen said prohibition
had not caused drug use to fall, his own par-
ty called decriminalization a bad idea.
Education Minister Najat Vallaud-Belkacem
said a softer approach to marijuana would
show “we have let our guard down in the
fight against drugs.” Former right-wing
prime minister Francois Fillon added his
voice, saying “legalization of cannabis would
be an extremely permissive signal to send to
young people.” 

Government spokesman Stephane Le Foll
said there was no “no work, nor considera-
tion” of a possible legalisation of cannabis.  Le
Guen, who is also a doctor and public health
expert, stressed Monday that “cannabis is a
very bad thing for public health, in particular
for young people.”  But he said: “prohibition
has not led to a decrease in consumption.”
He called for “a selective lifting of prohibition
for adults, although certainly not for young
people below 21 years of age.” 

Top teen smokers 
France’s response to marijuana use differs

markedly from the Dutch approach of toler-
ance and the legal recreational use in
Uruguay, four American states and the US
capital Washington DC.  Another 19 states
have legalized marijuana for medical use, but
it is still illegal under federal law. Spanish law
allows for the private production and con-

sumption of cannabis by adults, though its
sale is still illegal.  Cannabis use has been ille-
gal in France since 1970, punishable by one
year in prison and a 3,750-euro ($4,200) fine.
In practice, imprisonment is rare, although
fines continue to be meted out.

Despite being totally illegal, some 17 mil-
lion of France’s 66 million-strong population
said they had tried cannabis.  About 700,000
said they use it daily, according to France’s
National Observatory of Drugs and Drug
Abuse. Some experts say France needs to do
some soul searching on its drug laws. “We
have to rethink health policy on cannabis.
We’re following a path of repression in
regards to addiction,” Laurent Karila, a psychi-
atrist and addiction expert said yesterday.
“Young French people are the top European
consumers of cannabis. It is clear that it is not
working,” he added.

A bill proposing the state-controlled sale
and use of cannabis was shot down last April
after failing to make much progress in the
French parliament. At the same time, France
has the highest percentage of 15-year-old
pot smokers among 42 well-off nations sur-
veyed by the World Health Organization
(WHO). Fifteen percent of 15-year-olds in
France-slightly more boys than girls said they
had indulged, with Canada’s young stoners
close behind. Amsterdam flaunts its cannabis
cafes and Barcelona its private reefer clubs,
but neither the Netherlands nor Spain were
among the top eight nations in which teens
admitted they had used cannabis in the last
30 days, according to the WHO study, based
on data from 2014. — AFP

Marijuana legalization 

debate fires up in France
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BRESCIA, Italy: World-renowned artist
Christo may be 80, but he boasts the energy
of a teenager: After creating umbrella forests,
wrapping the Reichstag and decking Central
Park in saffron, his new project will see audi-
ences walk on water in Italy. In more than 50
years, Christo and his wife Jeanne-Claude-
who died in 2009 but is still associated with
his projects-created 22 monumental works.
Dozens more have been left in drawers after
permits to enact them were refused. “We
have abandoned some, but others remained
in our hearts and minds,” Christo said in an
interview with AFP.

“The Floating Piers” is one of them. First
conceived in 1970 for the River Plate delta in
Argentina, the Christ-like scheme will finally
come to life on the idyllic Lake Iseo in north-
ern Italy, from June 18 to July 3. For 16 days,
visitors will be able to walk on three kilome-
ters of floating pontoons across the lake,
which will connect the islands of Monte Isola
and San Paolo, with their picturesque ham-
lets and Roman ruins, to each other and the
mainland. Made of 200,000 recyclable poly-
ethylene cubes linked by 200,000 giant
screws, the piers will be covered with a
dahlia-yellow fabric made of tightly woven

nylon designed to change tone as the sun
sets and become an intense red when wet.

“All our projects are related to physical
sensations. I do not like computers, I do not
want to talk on the phone. I am related to
things viscerally, not virtually,” said an animat-
ed Christo, a lean figure topped with a shock
of white hair.

“Walking on very small paths covered
with canvas, a very solid surface, all of a sud-
den you start walking on water,” said the
Bulgarian-born artist with American citizen-
ship, adding that the experience is some-
thing “you have to feel”.

Piers and islands 
“Floating Piers” is the first work by Christo

since 2005, when he created “The Gates” in
New York’s Central Park with Jeanne-Claude,
an installation of 7,500 saffron cloth arches
which drew four million visitors. Forced to
abandon the aquatic walkways in Argentina,
then again in Japan due to permit troubles,
the piers exhibition got the go-ahead in just
two years in Italy, thanks to the enthusiasm
of local officials and inhabitants.

Christo and Jeanne-Claude, both born
June 13, 1935, brought three projects to Italy
in the 1960s and 1970s, including an installa-
tion on Milan’s Cathedral square in which
they wrapped a monument to King Vittorio
Emanuele. The couple first rose to fame for
their eye-catching packaging of famous
landmarks like the Pont Neuf across the
Seine in Paris in 1985 and Berlin’s Reichstag in
1995 — a project which took 25 years of
bureaucratic wrangling to get off the ground.

An exhibition which focuses mainly on

their previous water-based works-complete
with preparatory drawings, models, photo-
graphs and films-is being shown at the Santa
Giulia Museum in Brescia near Lake Iseo until
September 18.

The display of creations since the early
1960s includes “Surrounded Islands”, tree-
covered gems in Biscayne Bay in Florida that
the artists hemmed with pink fabric in 1983,
creating a vast water lily effect. “Floating
Piers” comes with a price-tag of some 10 mil-
lion euros ($11.4 million) and is financed as
usual by Christo through the sale of prepara-

tory drawings and models. The artist has two
other projects up his sleeve, though he has
run into permit trouble here too. In the first,
thought up in 1992, he wants to suspend 10
kilometers (six miles) of silvery fabric over the
Colorado River in the United States. The sec-
ond would see him create a 150-metre-high
(490 feet), flat-topped pyramid out of
410,000 multicolored oil barrels in the desert
near Abu Dhabi. Conceived in 1977, “The
Mastaba” would be the tallest project in his
career and the only one of Christo’s installa-
tions to be permanent. — AFP

BEIJING: More than 80 percent of China’s
underground water drawn from relatively shal-
low wells used by farms, factories and mostly
rural households is unsafe for drinking because
of pollution, a government report says. The
Water Resources Ministry study posted to its
website yesterday analyzed samples drawn in
January from 2,103 wells used for monitoring
in the country’s major eastern flatland water-
sheds. The ministry said that of those samples,
32.9 percent were classed as suitable only for
industrial and agricultural use, while 47.3 per-
cent were unfit for human consumption of any
type. None were considered pristine, although
water in wells in the Beijing area was rated bet-
ter overall than elsewhere in the northeast.

Following the report’s release on Monday,
officials sought to reassure the public that
most household water used by urban
Chinese households is safe because it comes
from reservoirs, deep aquifers or rivers that
are treated to ensure safety. “The quality of
drinking water is good overall,” Chen

Mingzhong, director of the ministry ’s
Department of Water Resources, told
reporters at a news conference. Most public
attention in recent years has focused on
heavy air pollution in Chinese cities, although
water and soil contamination are also regard-
ed as serious by environmentalists.

Water shortages are also expected to pose
an increasing challenge to agriculture, with
much of the arid North China Plain reliant on
aquifers whose levels are falling fast. China’s
major lakes are also heavily polluted, largely
due to fertilizer run-off and the dumping of
untreated factory waste. Environmental group
Greenpeace called the ministry’s report “anoth-
er stark warning of the extent of groundwater
pollution in China.” In a statement,
Greenpeace’s east Asia toxics campaign man-
ager Ada Kong applauded the ministry’s recog-
nition of the problem and said taking serious
action to tackle the problem was the next step.
“Water pollution in China is every bit as serious
an issue as air pollution,” Kong said. — AP

China report sounds alarm 

on groundwater pollution

BEIJING/SHANGHAI: As day breaks, hundreds of
patients wait to see doctors in a queue that snakes
around the Peking Union hospital in Beijing. Many
will wait in vain - “scalpers” like Yu Wei have already
illegally bought and sold appointment tickets for
the day ahead. Yu, 32, makes a living touting the
tickets that Chinese hospitals sell in advance for
consultations. His tickets will get a patient in front
of a doctor in two days, he says, compared with a
wait that can be up to a fortnight.

Dodging passing police patrols as part of his dai-
ly routine, Yu charges 850 yuan ($131) for a “special
care” appointment ticket - almost three times the
face value. He told Reuters he keeps 200 yuan from
each sale, with the rest of the profit going to hospi-
tal insiders who he said help him secure the tickets.
“The city’s upper middle class are always willing to
pay this amount or even higher - as long as they can
get an appointment,” Yu said, speaking between fre-
quent phone calls that he said came from would-be
clients. In the background, other scalpers competed
for custom, shouting out their prices.

The street crime casts light on the scale of the
challenge President Xi Jinping faces as he looks to
overhaul a creaking and underfunded public health
system to deliver on a promise of affordable and
accessible care for all. In line with this drive, authori-
ties have tried to crack down on healthcare corrup-
tion and police say they have detained some 240
scalpers in Beijing alone this year. Many patients
and doctors say, though, the time-served practice is
just a symptom of deeper issues: a dearth of doc-
tors and low salaries meaning graft is endemic.
“Scalpers are a real headache for us,” a spokes-
woman for the Peking Union hospital surnamed
Chen told Reuters by phone.  “There’s a crackdown

on them, but it’s a hard problem to cure.” The
spokeswoman added the hospital and its doctors
were victims of scalpers and were not involved in
the practice.

Dozens of scalpers
A viral video earlier this year of a woman with

her sick mother raging against scalpers brought a
public outcry and calls for arrests and tough jail
sentences.  Authorities have promised to intensify
their crackdown. But when Reuters visited hospitals
in Shanghai and Beijing, dozens of scalpers operat-
ed in plain sight, loudly offering tickets for sale. A
spokesman at the Beijing city health department
said police needed to “strengthen” their efforts, and
it would take some time to see any real results.
China’s national health ministry did not immediate-
ly respond to requests for comment.

Feng Jianqi, a police officer involved in leading
the crackdown on scalpers in Beijing, said the police
could not resolve the issue alone. Part of the prob-
lem was that so many patients wanted to see the
same doctors, he said. “It’s just not realistic to totally
eradicate scalpers. It’s just too hard,” he told Reuters
by phone. The problem is acute for patients like Cao
Dongxian. The middle-aged school teacher trav-
elled to Beijing in May last year from his home in
Shandong province after local doctors refused to
carry out a risky intestinal cancer operation. State
insurance coverage is limited in China, meaning
patients often have to pay a large part if healthcare
costs themselves, especially those with major long-
term diseases like cancer or diabetes.

Keen to avoid paying scalpers, Cao spent
months queuing in hospital lines for repeat tests
before doctors eventually said his cancer needed an

urgent operation. Cao was then told he would have
to begin queuing again: this time for a hospital bed.
“It was October by the time I got to have my opera-
tion ...  more than four months,” Cao said. “On top of
that your body’s in pain - it really hurts.”

‘Market price’
In hindsight, Cao said he wished he had gone to

scalpers straight away. Doctors also appear
resigned to the practice, as wealth spreads in China
and patients accept the reality that paying more
will bring speedier treatment. “(Basic) appointment
fees don’t reflect the economic value of doctors’
skills and experience,” said Wu Yuan, an eye doctor
at the Peking University First Hospital in Beijing.
“Scalpers are simply selling the doctor’s appoint-
ment at a price the market is prepared to pay,” Wu
said. He said the practice was routine but that he
had no knowledge of any doctor involvement in
ticket resales.

Even as China’s hospitals suffer, the broader mar-
ket for drugs and services is a lure for firms like e-
commerce giant Alibaba Group Holding and hospi-
tal operator Phoenix Healthcare, attracted by a
wider healthcare bill that is set to hit $1.3 trillion by
2020. For patients like Cao or Zhang Pengyu, a 38-
year-old realtor from the outskirts of Beijing,
scalpers are source of frustration and anger, but
sometimes a necessary evil. 

He waited unsuccessfully for three nights to see
an ear, nose and throat doctor at Beijing Tongren
Hospital. He finally gave in to scalpers, paying 3,000
yuan for a 10-minute appointment that should have
cost just 200 yuan. “I wanted to queue myself and
not pay so much money, but I just couldn’t wait any
more. I didn’t have time,” said Zhang. — Reuters

Artist Christo in divine stunt on Italy lake

Scalped: At China’s creaking hospitals, 

illegal ticket touts defy crackdown

Beijing police say over 240 scalpers detained this year

TOLEDO, Ohio: Responding to the crisis in Flint,
Michigan, school officials across the country are test-
ing classroom sinks and cafeteria faucets for lead, try-
ing to uncover any concealed problems and to reas-
sure anxious parents. Just a fraction of schools and
day care centers nationwide are required to check for
lead because most receive their water from municipal
systems that test at other locations. State and federal
lawmakers have called for wider testing. Among
schools and day care centers operating their own
water systems, Environmental Protection Agency
data analyzed by The Associated Press showed that
278 violated federal lead levels at some point during
the past three years. Roughly a third of those had lead
levels that were at least double the federal limit.

In almost all cases, the problems can be traced to
aging buildings with lead pipes, older drinking foun-
tains and water fixtures that have parts made with
lead. Riverside Elementary in the northern Wisconsin
town of Ringle has lead pipes buried in its concrete
foundation that used to leach into the tap water
before a filtration system was installed. Replacing the
pipes, which were installed when the school was built
in the 1970s, is not an option. “For the cost of that,
you might as well build a new school,” said Jack
Stoskopf, an assistant superintendent.

Federal government
Instead, he said, school officials decided to rip out

the drinking fountains more than a decade ago and
buy bottled water for students, costing about $1,000
a month. Buying bottled water for drinking has been
the routine at Ava Head Start in Ava, Missouri, even
before lead levels spiked after the preschool moved
into a new building in 2010. But it was not until
February, after another round of high test results, that
state regulators told the preschool to use bottled
water for cooking and cleaning the toothbrushes for
the 59 children, ages 3 and 4. “The cost is not an
option,” said Sandra Porter, Ava’s cook and water oper-
ator. “We’re just doing what we have to.” Schools
required to conduct lead testing represent only about
1 of every 10 schools in the country. Those receiving
their water from city-owned systems - an estimated
90,000, according to the EPA - are not required by the
federal government to do so. In recent weeks, state
lawmakers in New Jersey and Pennsylvania have pro-

posed legislation that would require testing in all
schools. Some members of Congress have called for
more money and expanded lead sampling.

In March, some samples from the school district in
Newark, New Jersey, came back with high amounts of
lead. The district shut off sinks and fountains in 30
buildings and offered to test as many as 17,000 chil-
dren for lead. The inconsistent testing leaves most
schoolchildren in buildings that are unchecked and
vulnerable because lead particles can build up in
plumbing when water goes unused for long periods.

Drinking fountain
“In schools, that means almost every weekend,”

said Virginia Tech professor Marc Edwards, who
helped expose the lead problem in Flint’s water. His
colleague, Yanna Lambrinidou, also notes that under
EPA guidelines, schools and day care centers can
report that an entire building is safe even if an individ-
ual drinking fountain is above the threshold. Last year

alone, lead levels exceeded the EPA limit of 15 parts
per billion at 64 schools or day care centers that are
required to test because they have their own water
systems. While no state is immune to the problem,
half the high lead readings since the beginning of
2013 were in states along the East Coast. School
buildings there are older and more likely to have lead
plumbing. Pennsylvania, Maine and New Jersey
topped the list.

Nationwide, the average age of school buildings
dates to the early 1970s. It was not until 1986 that
lead pipes were banned, and it was not until 2014
that brass fixtures were ordered to be virtually lead-
free. School leaders in Idaho Falls, Idaho, decided in
February to remove two drinking fountains within a
week of finding out about a recent high sample and
another one from three years ago that the state failed
to notify them about. Idaho’s Department of
Environmental Quality acknowledged it should have
followed up with more testing three years ago. — AP

Water with unsafe lead amounts 

found in hundreds of schools

NEW JERSY: Director of Chemistry Ravi Swamy, of Aqua Pro-Tech Laboratories, uses
inductively coupled plasma mass spectroscopy to test drinking water samples at the
facility, in Fairfield. — AP

BRESCIA, Lombardy, Italy: Bulgarian artist Christo gestures as he visits the exhi-
bition “Christo and Jeanne-Claude, Water Projects.

Bulgarian artist Christo (right) visits the exhibition “Christo and
Jeanne-Claude, Water Projects” at Santa Giulia Museum in Brescia.
— AFP photos
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JERUSALEM: Israeli mathematicians
and archaeologists say they have found
evidence to suggest that key biblical
texts may have been composed earlier
than what some scholars think. Using
handwriting analysis technology simi-
lar to that employed by intelligence
agencies and banks to analyze signa-
tures, a Tel Aviv University team deter-
mined that a famous hoard of ancient
Hebrew inscriptions, dated to around
600 BC, were written by at least six dif-
ferent authors. Although the inscrip-
tions are not from the Hebrew Bible,
their discovery suggests there was
widespread literacy in ancient Judah at
the time that would support the com-
position of biblical works.

The findings, released Monday by
the Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences, an American sci-
entific journal, contribute to a long-
standing debate about when biblical

texts first began to be compiled: did it
take place before or after the
Babylonian siege and destruction of
Jerusalem in 586 BC and the exile of its
inhabitants to Babylon? In recent years,
many scholars have attributed the
composition of a group of biblical texts,
from the Book of Joshua to the second
Book of Kings, to the period after the
siege, according to Israeli archaeologist
Israel Finkelstein, who participated in
the study. That theory holds that the
biblical texts were written as a result of
the exile to Babylon, when the com-
posers began to think about their past
and put their history to parchment.

Finkelstein, however, said he has
long believed those texts were written
in the late 7th century BC in Jerusalem,
before the siege. He said the study
offers support for that theory. “It’s the
first time we have something empirical
in our hands,” said Finkelstein. The team

- made up of doctoral students in
applied mathematics, math professors,
archaeologists and a physicist - exam-
ined 16 ink inscriptions on ceramic
shards discovered at the site of an
ancient military fortress in Arad in
southern Israel. It used multispectral
imaging to reconstruct Hebrew letters
that had been partially erased over
time, and then used a computer algo-
rithm to analyze the writings to detect
differences in handwriting strokes.

Doctoral student Arie Shaus, who
helped develop the algorithm, said it
was the first time such technology has
been used to reconstruct and perform
handwriting analysis on ancient
Hebrew inscriptions. The inscriptions
themselves are not biblical texts.
Instead, they detail troop movements
and expenses for provisions, indicating
that people throughout the military
chain of command down to the fort’s

deputy quartermaster were able to
write. The tone of the inscriptions,
which suggest they were not written
by professional scribes, combined with
the fortress’ remote location, indicate a
wide spread of literacy at the time,
according to the study.

A high level of literacy would sup-
port the idea that some biblical texts
had already been authored by this
time. The Dead Sea Scrolls, the oldest
known collection of certain biblical
texts, are believed to date several cen-
turies later. Shmuel Ahituv, an Israeli
bible scholar who did not participate in
the study, also believes literacy in
ancient Judah was widespread before
586 BC and that the biblical texts in
question were written before the siege
of Jerusalem. He said he believes this is
apparent through a literary analysis of
the biblical texts alone. “I don’t need
algorithms,” Ahituv chuckled. — AP

KUWAIT: The control of blood sugar lev-
els in patients with diabetes remains sub-
optimal, with 1 in 2 patients on treatment
for diabetes not reaching their glycemic
goals. With the aim of addressing this
unmet need of patients, Sanofi, under the
patronage of Kuwait Diabetes Society,
launched Toujeo (insulin glargine U300), a
next generation basal insulin, to improve
the control of blood sugar in adults living
with type 1 and type 2 diabetes. 

In alignment with the on-going efforts
in Kuwait to improve diabetes manage-
ment, the introduction of Toujeo will help
enhance therapy outcome and provide
better treatment options for people with
diabetes. “With the rising incidence of dia-
betes in the country, our endeavor is to
adopt every measure towards ensuring
effective diabetes control for our patients.
The launch of the new therapy is a posi-
tive addition to our existing diabetes
treatment portfolio. Together with Sanofi,
we are pleased to be the first country in
the Middle East to make this available to
our patients,” said Dr Hessa Al-Kandari,

President of Kuwait Diabetes Society. 
Commenting on the challenges faced

by patients, Dr Waleed Al-Dahi,
Consultant Endocrinologist & Diabetes,
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital, said,
“Hypoglycemia is one of the key concern-
ing side effects for people with diabetes.
It causes patients to reduce their insulin
doses, resulting in irregular blood sugar
levels. In addition, the concern over hypo-
glycemia causes patients to eat at varying
hours and in larger quantities leading to
weight gain.”

Toujeo provides stable control that
lasts a full 24 hours and beyond. It also
provides the benefits of dosage flexibility
(up to 3 hours) when needed and
addresses the issue of insulin-related
body weight gain .  The new therapy has a
neutral effect on cardiovascular condi-
tions, ensuring long-term safety for
patients with co-morbidities . 

“Sanofi is proud of its leadership   and
long heritage in diabetes and insulin ther-
apies, including Lantus which has sup-
ported patients in the management of
their diabetes for more than a decade. We
are committed to bringing advanced
therapies that aim to deliver better health
outcomes for people with diabetes in
Kuwait. With the introduction of Toujeo,
we offer effective alternative that will
address some of the previously unmet
needs of diabetes patients in the country,”
said Jean-Paul Scheuer, Country Chair and
General Manager, Rx for Sanofi Gulf.
Toujeo has received approval from most
international health authorities, including
the United States Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) and the European
Medicines Agency (EMEA)  in addition to
the Kuwait Ministry of Health. The
approvals were based on a series of med-
ical trials (EDITION) that were conducted
on over 3500 patients, and which results
proved positive and effective.

Sanofi’s advanced diabetes

therapy, Toujeo, approved by

Kuwait Ministry of Health

JERUSALEM: Letters inscribed on pottery, known as ostracons, which were unearthed in an excavation of a fort in Arad, Israel, and dated to
about 600 BC shortly before Nebuchadnezzar’s destruction of Jerusalem, are seen in Israel Museum in Jerusalem yesterday. — AP

Handwriting study finds clues

on when biblical texts written

DUBAI: The new scalp and hair care range is
formulated to specifically address the needs
of a problematic scalp - to restore the healthy
balance of the scalp and hair from root to tip.
Our hair is our calling card and it says a lot
about who we are. In a survey to establish a
ranking list of factors that contribute to the
first impression people have of us, 58 percent
of respondents put hair in second place - after
the face (66 percent) and ahead of the figure
(55 percent) and clothing (52 percent). It only
takes us a matter of seconds to assess a per-
son’s assumed lifestyle, attractiveness and
physical fitness on the basis of their hair. The
most important assessment criterion isn’t hair
style, but hair health - and that depends to a
great extent on the condition of the scalp. 

“Based on our many years of experience in
dermatological skin care, we have expanded
our research horizon to include the scalp and
its significance for hair structure, “said Stefanie
Conzelmann, Head of Product Development
Dermo Cosmetics, Beiersdorf AG, summariz-
ing the result as follows: “The condition of the
scalp affects the division of the matrix cells in
the follicles which are responsible for hair
growth. Optimal hair condition depends on
optimum matrix cell division.”

In other words, beautiful hair needs a
healthy basic structure that Eucerin
DermoCapillaire products can support. The
active ingredient in the new scalp & hair care
range gets right to the root of the most com-
mon problems and restores the healthy bal-

ance of the scalp - for healthy looking hair
from root to tip.

Pure stress for the scalp
The skin on the scalp is very delicate.

Generally, it is also exposed to external influ-
ences such as environmental pollution, dust
and hot air from hairdryers without any pro-
tection. However, other factors such as stress,
lack of sleep and an unbalanced diet can also
have a negative impact on the scalp’s condi-
tion. Stefanie Conzelmann: “Stress produces
free radicals which activate the body’s natural
defense mechanisms. The immune system
produces inflammation-promoting proteins
such as cytokines to deal with the problem.”
Inflammation is an immune response.
“However, when our stress level remains high
over a long period of time and cytokines con-
stantly bombard the cells, micro-inflamma-
tion is then seen as one of the leading factors
causing the most common scalp problems.
This finally has also a direct impact on the hair
quality,” said Stefanie Conzelmann.

Micro-inflammation isn’t a micro-problem
“Micro-inflammation can cause a variety

of symptoms such as severe itchiness and
increased dryness. The symptoms vary
depending on the extent of the micro-inflam-
mation and the person’s predisposition to it,”
remarked Stefanie Conzelmann.
“Inflammation also causes the hair follicles to
diminish in size. Collagen is then deposited in

the follicle, which in extreme cases can com-
pletely destroy the hair follicle resulting in
hair loss and thinning hair.”

The basis for a healthy scalp 
has now been found 

Eucerin research teams conducted inten-
sive research and were able to discover an
active ingredient that interrupts the inflam-
matory cycle and creates the optimum condi-
tions for the healthy development of the hair
fiber. “Of all the substances that we tested,
Licochalcone A, a natural extract from the
Chinese liquorice root, demonstrated the
strongest anti-inflammatory effect. Targeted
in-vitro studies confirm that Licochalcone A
inhibits oxidative reactions the tissue and
effectively reduces the synthesis of anti-
inflammatory proteins such as cytokines,
leukotrienes and prostaglandins. 

Based on these findings, Eucerin
DermoCapillaire developed a new generation
of scalp and hair care products that solve scalp
and hair problems in a two-step process.

Step 1: The shampoos are formulated with
active ingredients that will support the effect
of the scalp treatments for a targeted action
on specific scalp problems. They also contain
very mild surfactants and conditioning sub-
stances which cleanse and condition the hair
to restore volume, natural shine and
resilience.

Step 2: The leave-on scalp treatments with
the effective active ingredient Licochalcone A

reduce micro-inflammation to create a per-
fect environment for healthy development of
the hair fiber. They also contain specific active
ingredients to relieve the scalp from prob-
lems such as sensitivity, itchiness, dryness and
dandruff. 

The Range:
Dandruff: Eucerin DermoCapillaire 

Anti-Dandruff
Dandruff often results from irritation

and inflammation of the scalp and it can
be caused by several factors, eg micro-
organisms such as the yeast Malassezia
globosa. The sebaceous activity is key for
the development of the yeast that togeth-
er with an increased cell renewal rate of
the scalp, form the flakes. The typical
symptoms of dandruff are itchiness and
visible scaling. Commonly, two kinds of
dandruff can be identified: greasy & dry
dandruff. 

Mohammed Ismail

Eucerin DermoCapillaire: Healthy  hair starts with a healthy scalp
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Indian Dentist Alliance in Kuwait ( IDAK ) was extreme-
ly honored and humbled to have been invited to par-
ticipate in one of the biggest medical camps conduct-

ed jointly by Kuwait Kerala Muslim Association ( KKMA )
and Indian Doctors Forum ( IDF ). Perhaps the largest in
Kuwait , the camp saw a huge turnout of more than
1,500 people , which reflected the immense urge within
the Indian diaspora , especially those in the lower strata
of society , to have a consultation with a doctor of their
nationality and feel gratified or reassured ..   

The camp which took place in Indian Central School,
Jleeb Al Shuyiukh, saw an elaborate screening facility by
almost all medical specialties by Indian Doctors Forum

led by its president Dr Sunil Grover . The dental screen-
ing unit was organized by the Chairman of Community
Welfare Committee of IDAK , Dr  Prathap Unnithan . The
President of IDAK Dr Jitendra Ariga and the treasurer Dr
Dileep Thomas over looked the entire screening process .
Dr Subu Thomas , Dr Krishna Rao , Dr Dolly Chopra , Dr
Suja Siby and Dr Lahir Ahmed tirelessly conducted the
screening and gave oral hygiene tips , especially the
need to eat healthy and quit smoking , to all who were
screened. The Indian Ambassador to Sunil Jain who inau-
gurated the event and Ibrahim Kunnil , President of
KKMA expressed their deep appreciation to IDAK for its
community service initiatives.

Eternal Sun
April 15, bir thday of Kim I l  Sung
(1912-1994), the eternal President of
the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea (DPRK), is the Day of the Sun
which is celebrated with splendor by
the Korean peoples and progressive
people across the world every year.

President Kim Il Sung is held in
high esteem as the eternal sun. His
name literally means the sun in
Korean. True to the meaning of his
name and the properties of the sun,
the President illuminated the future of
mankind as brightly as the sun,
brought the flower of love for human
being into full bloom with warm love
and embraced all the people with
great attracting power.

He shed light on the way ahead for
mankind by authoring the great Juche
idea. The Juche idea, which explains
that man is the master of everything
and has the power to shape his own
destiny, means in other words that the
masses of the people are the masters
of the revolution and construction
and also the motive force of the revo-
lution and construction. This is the
first scientific idea in the history of
human ideology in that it illumines
the road for the masses of the people
to follow in accomplishing the cause
of independence. The creation of the
Juche idea opened up an era of inde-

pendence in which the working mass-
es, who in the past had been subject-
ed to exploitation and oppression,
have emerged as masters of history.

Upholding the banner of the Juche
idea, Kim Il Sung liberated Korea from
the Japanese military occupation and
established a people-oriented demo-
cratic state, the first of its kind in the
East. The Juche idea gripped every-
body’s heart with its vitality, and the
cause of independence has become a
worldwide trend of the times that
cannot be checked.

The number of studying groups
and advocates of the Juche idea is
growing, and the progressive

mankind is looking at their future
from the perspective of this idea.
President Kim Il Sung embraced peo-
ple with warm love.

Regarding “People are my God” as
his lifelong motto, He dedicated his all
for people. Thanks to his love for
them, such people-oriented policies
as free medical care and education
and abolition of tax system are
enforced in the DPRK, and the whole
society has become a great flower
garden of virtue in which everybody
helps and leads one another. He also
bestowed his love on foreigners. His
noble personality and warm love
moved many people over the world.

When the director of the Guinean
Broadcasting Station, on his visit to
the DPRK, was seriously il l,  the
President took measures to give
immediate medical treatment to
resuscitate him. He also saw to it a
competent medical team of the DPRK
were sent to treat Bruno Kreisky, for-
mer Chancellor of Austria, who was
suffering from weak legs in his later
years, and helped him walk again.
Such legendary tales about his human
love are numerous. That way why
Francisco da Costa Gomes, former
Portuguese President, expressed his
admiration that President Kim Il Sung
was a great man who moved the
world with his benevolence.

Statement from the Embassy of the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 

IDAK participates in
KKMA medical camp

Green Leaf recently invited the media to celebrate
the opening of their new venture for the first
time in Kuwait at Al-Salam Mall in Salmiya area,

Salem Al-Mubarak Street , where attendees enjoyed
eating unique meals in a green stunning atmosphere
with the highest standards of  hospitality services .
Green Leaf provides the fanciest design concept focus-
es on fine cuisine in an atmosphere full of entertain-
ment and excellence. The restaurant also offers its visi-
tors unforgettable experience of hospitality, green col-
ors decoration of botanical nature. Green Leaf out-
standing sense is the destination for passionate people
to taste unique dishes in an upscale atmosphere. The
restaurant adds a special item on the list of beverages
and various choices of hot coffee fresh juices, and iced
tea of ‘Teaforte’ brand, that meet all tastes. The quality is
excellent with a permanent follow-up of all that is new
in the market. It is perfect suitable option for rest and
relaxation with family or friends.

Green Leaf opens for first time in Kuwait at Al-Salam Mall
Distinctive beverage experience in an atmosphere make you feel like home
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For the fifth consecutive year, the United Arab
Emirates has been named as the country in
which most Arab youth would like to live and

the country they would most like their own nation
to emulate, according to the findings of the 8th
Annual ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller Arab Youth
Survey released yesterday. The UAE is also viewed as
a model country that is economically secure and is
the most favored nation to set up a business in the
Arab world. 

When asked to think about the country they
would most like to live in, nearly one in four (22 per-
cent) of young Arabs cite the UAE, ahead of the
United States (15 percent), Germany (11 percent),
Saudi Arabia (11 percent) and Canada (10 percent).
Likewise, when asked to think about the country

they would most like their own to emulate, 23 per-
cent cite the UAE, ahead of the US (19 percent),
Germany (12 percent), France (10 percent) and the
United Kingdom (10 percent).  

Commenting on the survey findings, Sunil John,
CEO of ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller, said: “The UAE’s
popularity among youth is likely a reflection of its
status as a model country and regional political and
economic safe haven. The nation has developed a
global reputation for its robust and diversified econ-
omy, which encourages a “can do” attitude among
its residents and is respectful of religious and cultur-
al diversity.” 

To help better understand why the UAE consis-
tently polls highest, the survey provided respon-
dents a series of positive and negative phrases and

asked them to choose the ones they associate with
the UAE most. The top associations with the UAE
revolve around safety, security and economic
opportunities, with “Safe and Secure” cited as the
number one reason by 36 percent of youth, fol-
lowed by “Has a Growing Economy”, “Wide Range of
Work Opportunities” and “Generous Salary
Packages”, which were each cited by 29 percent of
respondents.  

This year, for the first time, the survey asked
potential entrepreneurs - young Arabs who said
they intend to start a business in the next five years
- in which Arab country they would like to set up
their business. The UAE ranked as the most pre-
ferred country with one in four (24 percent) citing it
as the top business destination in the Arab world,

followed by Saudi Arabia (18 percent) and Qatar (13
percent). 

For this year’s survey, international polling firm
Penn Schoen Berland (PSB) conducted 3,500 face-
to-face interviews with exclusively Arab national
men and women aged 18-24 in the six Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries of the UAE,
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, Oman and Bahrain; Iraq,
Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Palestine, Tunisia,
Morocco, Algeria and Yemen. The interviews were
conducted from January 11 to February 22, 2016. 

In-depth results from the 8th Annual ASDA’A
Burson-Marsteller Arab Youth Survey, including sur-
vey highlights and a white paper in Arabic and
English, are available on
www.arabyouthsurvey.com. 

Young Arabs look up to ‘model country’ UAE as
most desired place to live for fifth consecutive year 

Findings from 8th Annual ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller Arab Youth Survey Released 

The annual forum ‘Move to Improve,’ an event that
aims to apply the principle of social integration,
was held recently under the patronage of the

Minister of Information and Minister for Youth Affairs
Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah. The event, organ-
ized by the team of Move to Improve led by Chairman of
the Organizing Committee Faisal Al-Musawi, is consid-
ered the biggest event to display the talents of people
with disabilities on stage, practically through competi-

tive brothers without disabilities to apply the principle
of social integration.

The forum, held for the second year in a row, aims to
highlight the capabilities of people with disabilities and
show their abilities to the community especially those who
suffer from social isolation.

The forum witnessed a fair competition on the stage
between people with disabilities and others without dis-
abilities.

‘Move to Improve’ aims to
promote social integration

(From left) Curtis Freet, CEO of Penn Schoen Berland, Roy Haddad, Chairman of MENACOM, Jeremy
Galbraith, CEO of Burson-Marsteller EMEA and Global Chief Strategy Officer, and Sunil John, CEO of
ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller.
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MYSTERY MEN ON OSN MOVIES HD COMEDY

MAKE YOUR MOVE ON OSN MOVIES HD

FAST & FURIOUS 6 ON OSN MOVIES HD ACTION

00:00    Think Like A Man Too
02:00    Mystery Men
04:00    What About Bob?
06:00    Spy Hard
08:00    Dunston Checks In
10:00    What About Bob?
12:00    Mystery Men
14:00    Serial (Bad) Weddings
16:00    Dunston Checks In
18:00    500 Days Of Summer
20:00    The First Time
22:00    About Last Night

01:00    The Alamo
03:15    Thank You For Smoking
05:00    When A Man Loves A
Woman
07:15    The Citizen
09:00    A Civil Action
11:00    When A Man Loves A
Woman
13:15    Little Man Tate
15:00    We Are Family
17:00    A Civil Action
19:00    The Color Of Money
21:00    We Gotta Get Out Of This
Place
23:00    25th Hour

01:15    The Atticus Institute
02:45    Make Your Move
04:45    The Hundred-Foot Journey
06:45    Selma
09:00    Make Your Move
11:00    The Hundred-Foot Journey
13:00    The Mark
14:45    Penthouse North
16:15    Boychoir
18:00    Interstellar
21:00    The Zero Theorem
23:00    Horrible Bosses 2

00:15    Cursed
01:55    Behind Enemy Lines
03:25    Jason’s Lyric
05:25    Cannon For Cordoba
07:10    One More Time
08:45    The Night They Raided
Minsky’s
10:25    Apache
11:55    The Raven
13:20    The Garbage Pail Kids
Movie
14:55    Empire Of The Ants
16:25    Solarbabies
18:00    The Adventures Of Gerard
19:30    Robinson Crusoe
21:00    Breaking Bad

00:45    Mountain Monsters
01:40    Australia Doesn’t Just Want
To Kill You
02:35    Tanked
03:25    Lion Battlefield
04:15    Gator Boys
05:02    Treehouse Masters
05:49    Australia Doesn’t Just Want
To Kill You
06:36    Meet The Orangutans
07:00    Swamp Brothers
07:25    America’s Cutest Pets
08:15    Australia Doesn’t Just Want
To Kill You
09:10    Treehouse Masters
10:05    Tanked
11:00    America’s Cutest Pets
11:55    Bondi Vet
12:25    Bondi Vet
12:50    Australia Doesn’t Just Want
To Kill You
13:45    Gator Boys
14:40    Treehouse Masters
15:35    Tanked
16:30    Lion Battlefield
17:25    River Monsters
18:20    Ten Deadliest Snakes With
Nigel Marven
19:15    Tanked
20:10    Animal Cops South Africa
21:05    Treehouse Masters
22:00    Ten Deadliest Snakes With
Nigel Marven
22:55    Gator Boys
23:50    River Monsters

00:00    Cat Run 2
02:00    Justice League: Throne Of
Atlantis
04:00    Flightplan
06:00    Fast & Furious 6
08:15    Metro
10:15    Flightplan
12:00    Destruction: Las Vegas
13:30    X-Men Origins: Wolverine
15:30    Metro
17:30    Fast & Furious 6
19:45    Need For Speed
22:00    Public Enemies

06:00    Boyster
06:10    Super Matrak
06:35    Super Matrak
07:00    Star vs The Forces Of Evil
07:25    K.C. Undercover
07:50    Supa Strikas
08:15    Annedroids
08:40    Lab Rats
09:10    Kirby Buckets
09:35    Guardians Of The Galaxy
10:00    Rocket Monkeys
10:25    Ultimate Spider-Man
10:50    Boyster
11:20    Boyster
11:45    Pair Of Kings
12:10    Pair Of Kings
12:35    Lab Rats
13:00    Lab Rats
13:30    Phineas And Ferb
13:55    Phineas And Ferb
14:20    Kickin’ It
14:45    Kickin’ It
15:10    Guardians Of The Galaxy
15:15    Rocket Monkeys
15:40    Guardians Of The Galaxy
16:05    Star vs The Forces Of Evil
16:30    Kirby Buckets
16:55    Gamers Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
17:25    K.C. Undercover
17:50    Supa Strikas
18:15    Lab Rats
18:40    K.C. Undercover
19:05    Cars Toons
19:10    Annedroids
19:35    Phineas And Ferb
20:00    Kirby Buckets
20:25    Gamers Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
20:55    K.C. Undercover
21:20    Pickle And Peanut
21:45    Lab Rats
22:10    Mighty Med
22:40    Disney Mickey Mouse
23:00    Programmes Start At
6:00am KSA

00:15    Eastenders
00:45    New Tricks
01:40    New Tricks
02:30    Silent Witness
03:25    Doctors
03:55    Eastenders
04:25    Doctor Who
05:15    Father Brown
06:00    Doctors
06:30    Doctors
07:00    Eastenders
07:30    Stella
08:15    The Paradise
09:15    Doctor Who
10:00    Doctors
10:30    Eastenders
11:05    Father Brown
11:50    Stella
12:40    The Paradise
13:40    Doctor Who
14:30    Doctors
15:00    Eastenders
15:30    Stella
16:20    Dickensian
17:10    Doctor Who
18:00    Doctors
18:30    Eastenders
19:05    Father Brown
20:00    Holby City

00:00    Charlie Rose
01:00    Bloomberg West
02:00    First Up With Angie Lau
03:00    First Up With Angie Lau
04:00    Trending Business
05:00    Trending Business
06:00    Asia Edge
07:00    Bloomberg West

00:00    News Update
00:30    Dialogue
01:00    News Update
01:15    China 24
02:00    The Heat
02:30    News Update
03:00    Global Business
04:00    News Update
05:00    News Update
06:30    Dialogue
07:00    News Hour
08:00    Global Business
09:00    News Update
10:30    Sports Scene
11:00    Global Business
12:00    News Update
12:30    Culture Express
13:00    Africa Live
14:00    News Update

00:00    Access: Middle East
00:30    Inside China
01:00    U.S. Squawk Alley
02:00    Asia Squawk Box
05:00    Asia Street Signs
07:00    Capital Connection
08:00    Squawk Box Europe
11:00    Europe Street Signs
12:00    Worldwide Exchange
13:00    U.S. Squawk Box
16:00    Squawk On The Street
18:00    U.S. Squawk Alley
19:00    Fast Money: Half Time
Report
20:00    U.S. Power Lunch
22:00    U.S. Closing Bell

00:00    The Ghost Inside My Child
01:00    The Haunting Of...
02:00    The Haunting Of...
03:00    Cursed: The Bell Witch
04:00    The Ghost Inside My Child
05:00    The Haunting Of...
06:00    Monster In My Family
07:00    Britain’s Biggest Heists
08:00    Crime Stories
09:00    Surveillance Oz
09:30    Steven Seagal: Lawman
10:00    Fred Dinenage: Murder
Casebook
11:00    After The First 48
12:00    The FBI Files
13:00    Monster In My Family
14:00    Crime Stories
15:00    Fred Dinenage: Murder
Casebook
16:00    Britain’s Biggest Heists
17:00    After The First 48
18:00    The FBI Files
19:00    Monster In My Family
20:00    Crime Stories
21:00    Fred Dinenage: Murder
Casebook
22:00    50 Ways To Kill Your Lover
23:00    My Crazy Ex

00:20    Fast N’ Loud
01:10    You Have Been Warned
02:00    Troy
02:50    Superhuman Science
03:15    Superhuman Science
03:40    Extreme Collectors
04:05    Storage Wars Canada
04:30    Garage Gold
05:00    How Do They Do It?
05:30    Chasing Classic Cars
06:00    Outback Truckers
06:50    Wheeler Dealers
07:40    Fast N’ Loud
08:30    Extreme Collectors
08:55    Storage Wars Canada
09:20    Garage Gold
09:45    How Do They Do It?
10:10    Chasing Classic Cars
10:35    You Have Been Warned
11:25    Troy
12:15    The Carbonaro Effect
12:40    The Carbonaro Effect
13:05    Extreme Collectors

00:20    Through The Wormhole
With Morgan Freeman
01:08    Invent It Rich
01:55    Space Pioneer
02:42    Eco-Tech
03:29    Mythbusters
04:16    Invent It Rich
05:03    Space Pioneer
05:50    Building The Biggest
06:37    How Do They Do It?
07:00    How Do They Do It?
07:23    Mythbusters
08:08    Eco-Tech
08:53    Building The Biggest
09:38    Through The Wormhole
With Morgan Freeman
10:23    Invent It Rich
11:08    Space Pioneer
11:53    Building The Biggest

14:30    Dialogue
15:00    News Update
15:15    China 24
16:00    News Update
16:15    Global Business
17:00    News Update
17:15    World InSight
18:00    Asia Today
18:30    Culture Express
19:00    News Update
19:30    The Heat
20:00    Africa Live
21:00    Global Business
21:30    Dialogue
22:00    News Update
22:15    China 24
23:00    News Update
23:15    World InSight

00:00    Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
00:55    The Grace Helbig Show
01:25    Kourtney And Khloe Take
The Hamptons
02:20    E! News
03:15    Christina Milian Turned Up
04:10    Christina Milian Turned Up
05:05    Christina Milian Turned Up
06:00    Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
06:55    Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50    Style Star
08:20    E! News
09:15    Giuliana & Bill
10:15    Giuliana & Bill
11:10    #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
11:35    #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
12:05    E! News
13:05    WAGs
14:05    Botched
15:00    Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
16:00    Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
17:00    Fashion Police
18:00    E! News
19:00    House Of DVF

00:00    Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
00:30    Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
01:00    Chopped
02:00    Cutthroat Kitchen
03:00    Man Fire Food
03:30    Man Fire Food
04:00    Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
04:30    Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
05:00    Iron Chef America
06:00    Chopped
07:00    Man Fire Food
07:30    Man Fire Food
08:00    Chopped
09:00    Barefoot Contessa: Back To
Basics
09:30    Barefoot Contessa: Back To
Basics
10:00    The Kitchen
11:00    Anna Olson: Bake
11:30    Anna Olson: Bake
12:00    Chopped
13:00    The Pioneer Woman
13:30    The Pioneer Woman
14:00    Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
14:30    Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
15:00    Man Fire Food
15:30    Man Fire Food
16:00    Chopped
17:00    The Kitchen
18:00    Anna Olson: Bake
18:30    Anna Olson: Bake
19:00    Chopped
20:00    Iron Chef America
21:00    Private Chef
21:30    Private Chef
22:00    Tia Mowry At Home
22:30    Tia Mowry At Home
23:00    Man Finds Food
23:30    Man Finds Food

00:30    PGA Tour Special
01:30    PGA Tour Highlights
02:30    NHL
04:30    Gillette World Sport
05:00    Live NHL
08:00    Golfing World
09:00    AFL Premiership Highlights
10:00    Super Rugby
12:00    Golfing World
13:00    NRL Premiership
15:00    AFL Premiership Highlights
16:00    PGA Tour Highlights
17:00    Top 14 Highlights
17:30    Gillette World Sport
18:00    Golfing World
19:00    NRL Full Time
19:30    World Rugby
20:00    Top 14 Highlights
20:30    Gillette World Sport
21:00    Players Championship 2015
Official Film
22:00    The PGA Tour Champions
Highlights

00:00    Parks And Recreation
00:30    Hot In Cleveland
01:00    The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
01:30    Married
02:00    The Big C
02:30    Man Seeking Woman
03:00    Mad Love
03:30    The Goldbergs
04:00    Two And A Half Men
04:30    The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30    My Name Is Earl
06:00    The Bernie Mac Show
06:30    Community
07:00    Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00    Two And A Half Men
08:30    My Name Is Earl
09:00    Mad Love
09:30    The Grinder
10:00    Brooklyn Nine-Nine
10:30    Community
11:00    The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:00    The Bernie Mac Show
12:30    Two And A Half Men
13:00    My Name Is Earl
13:30    Community
14:00    The Goldbergs
14:30    The Grinder
15:00    Brooklyn Nine-Nine
15:30    Hot In Cleveland
16:00    The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore

00:00    Bates Motel
01:00    Quantico
02:00    Rosewood
03:00    Allegiance
04:00    Good Morning America
06:00    The Ellen DeGeneres Show
07:00    Covert Affairs
08:00    Heroes Reborn
09:00    The Ellen DeGeneres Show
10:00    Quantico
11:00    Covert Affairs
12:00    Coronation Street
12:30    Coronation Street
13:00    The Ellen DeGeneres Show
14:00    Live Good Morning America
16:00    Heroes Reborn
17:00    The Ellen DeGeneres Show
18:00    Heroes Reborn
19:00    The Voice
21:00    Castle
22:00    Supergirl
23:00    Better Call Saul

02:30    This Week In WWE
03:00    Live WWE Raw
06:30    Top 14 Highlights
07:00    Darts UK Open
10:30    Top 14 Highlights
11:00    PGA Tour Highlights
12:00    Gillette World Sport
12:30    WWE Experience
13:30    WWE Afterburn
14:30    This Week In WWE
15:00    WWE Raw
18:00    NHL
20:00    WWE Raw
23:00    Indy Car Highlights

00:00    AFL Premiership Highlights
01:00    Top 14 Highlights
01:30    The World Sailing Show
02:00    Ping Pong World
Championship
03:00    Wuxi Marathon
06:00    Inside Sailing
06:30    The World Sailing Show
07:00    Super Rugby
09:00    Golfing World
10:00    Ping Pong World
Championship
11:00    Inside Sailing
11:30    The World Sailing Show
12:00    Trans World Sport
13:00    Europro Tour
14:00    Golfing World
15:00    The Weber Cup
16:00    Super Rugby
18:00    AFL Premiership Highlights
19:00    PGA Tour Special
20:00    Golfing World
21:00    NRL Full Time
21:30    World Rugby
22:00    Super Rugby

00:00    Violetta
00:45    The Hive
00:50    Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:15    Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:40    Hank Zipzer
02:05    Binny And The Ghost
02:30    Violetta
03:15    The Hive
03:20    Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
03:45    Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
04:10    Hank Zipzer
04:35    Binny And The Ghost
05:00    Violetta
05:45    The Hive
05:50    Mouk
06:00    Lolirock
06:25    Sofia The First
06:50    Gravity Falls
07:15    Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug And Cat Noir
07:40    Jessie
08:05    Shake It Up
08:30    Shake It Up
08:55    Hannah Montana
09:20    Hannah Montana
09:45    Girl Meets World
10:10    Girl Meets World
10:35    A.N.T. Farm
11:00    A.N.T. Farm
11:25    Jessie
11:50    Jessie
12:15    Whisker Haven Tales With
The Palace Pets
12:20    Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug And Cat Noir
12:45    Fish Hooks
13:10    Austin & Ally
13:35    Austin & Ally
14:00    Liv And Maddie
14:25    Cars Toons
14:30    Liv And Maddie
14:55    Dog With A Blog
15:20    Dog With A Blog
15:45    Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug And Cat Noir
16:10    Violetta
17:25    Alex And Co
17:50    Dog With A Blog
18:15    Best Friends Whenever
18:40    Gravity Falls
19:05    Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug And Cat Noir
19:30    Violetta
20:45    Good Luck Charlie
21:10    Good Luck Charlie
21:35    H2O
22:00    Binny And The Ghost
22:25    Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
22:50    Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
23:10    Hank Zipzer
23:35    Binny And The Ghost

00:05    Art Attack
00:30    Henry Hugglemonster
00:45    Calimero
01:00    Zou
01:15    Loopdidoo
01:30    Art Attack
01:55    Henry Hugglemonster
02:05    Calimero
02:20    Zou

08:00    Countdown
09:00    Countdown
09:30    On The Move
10:00    On The Move
11:00    The Pulse
12:00    Bloomberg Surveillance
13:00    Bloomberg Surveillance
14:00    Bloomberg Go
15:00    Bloomberg Go
16:00    Bloomberg Go
17:00    Bloomberg Markets
18:00    Bloomberg Markets:
European Close
19:00    Bloomberg Markets
20:00    Bloomberg Markets
21:00    Bloomberg Markets
22:00    Bloomberg Markets
23:00    What’d You Miss?

13:30    Storage Wars Canada
13:55    Garage Gold
14:20    Outback Truckers
15:10    Wheeler Dealers
16:00    Fast N’ Loud
16:50    Chasing Classic Cars
17:40    Salvage Hunters
18:30    Redwood Kings
19:20    Superhuman Science
19:45    Superhuman Science
20:10    Storage Wars Canada
20:35    Garage Gold
21:00    Salvage Hunters
21:50    Redwood Kings
22:40    Ed Stafford: Into The
Unknown

00:20    Aussie Pickers
01:10    Storage Wars: New York
01:35    Storage Wars: New York
02:00    Ice Road Truckers
02:50    Ax Men
03:40    American Restoration
04:30    Pawn Stars
05:00    The Curse Of Oak Island
06:00    Mountain Men
06:50    Swamp People
07:40    Ax Men
08:30    Shipping Wars
08:55    American Restoration
09:20    American Restoration
09:45    Lost In Transmission
10:35    Counting Cars
11:00    Counting Cars
11:25    The Curse Of Oak Island
12:15    American Pickers
13:05    Storage Wars
13:30    Storage Wars
13:55    Storage Wars
14:20    Storage Wars
14:45    Aussie Pickers
15:35    Shipping Wars
16:00    Mountain Men
16:50    Swamp People
17:40    Ice Road Truckers
18:30    The Curse Of Oak Island
19:20    American Pickers
20:10    Pawn Stars
20:35    Pawn Stars
21:00    Ax Men
21:50    Swamp People
22:40    Mankind The Story Of All Of
Us
23:30    Ax Men

16:30    The Bernie Mac Show
17:00    Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00    Mad Love
18:30    Living With Fran
19:00    Modern Family
19:30    I Hate My Teenage
Daughter
20:00    The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00    Hot In Cleveland
21:30    The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore

00:10    The Chase: Celebrity
Specials
01:05    Emmerdale
01:30    Eggheads
02:00    Coronation Street
02:30    Keep It In The Family
03:25    Murdoch Mysteries
04:20    Murdoch Mysteries
05:15    Come Dine With Me
Couples
06:10    Who’s Doing The Dishes?
07:00    Eggheads
07:30    Murdoch Mysteries
08:25    Murdoch Mysteries

09:20    Keep It In The Family
10:15    The Chase: Celebrity
Specials
11:05    Eggheads
11:35    Come Dine With Me
Couples
12:30    Who’s Doing The Dishes?
13:25    Emmerdale
13:50    Eggheads
14:20    Coronation Street
14:45    Keep It In The Family
15:35    Celebrity Exposed:
Photography Of Richard Young
16:00    Celebrity Exposed:
Photography Of Richard Young
16:30    Grantchester
17:25    The Jonathan Ross Show
18:20    Emmerdale
18:45    Coach Trip
19:10    Coronation Street
19:35    Celebrity Exposed:
Photography Of Richard Young
20:00    Celebrity Exposed:
Photography Of Richard Young
20:30    Grantchester
21:25    The Jonathan Ross Show
22:20    Coronation Street
22:50    Emmerdale
23:15    Who’s Doing The Dishes?

12:38    Mythbusters
13:23    Through The Wormhole
With Morgan Freeman
14:10    Eco-Tech
14:57    Food Factory
15:20    Food Factory
15:44    Space Pioneer
16:31    Building The Biggest
17:18    Eco-Tech
18:05    Mythbusters
18:50    Secret Space Escapes
19:40    Space Pioneer
20:25    Through The Wormhole
With Morgan Freeman
21:15    Eco-Tech
22:00    Secret Space Escapes
22:45    Space Pioneer
23:35    Mythbusters

02:30    Loopdidoo
02:45    Art Attack
03:10    Henry Hugglemonster
03:20    Calimero
03:35    Zou
03:45    Loopdidoo
04:00    Art Attack
04:25    Henry Hugglemonster
04:35    Calimero
04:50    Zou
05:00    Loopdidoo
05:15    Art Attack
05:35    Henry Hugglemonster
05:50    Calimero
06:00    Zou
06:20    Loopdidoo
06:35    Art Attack
07:00    The Hive
07:10    Zou
07:25    Loopdidoo
07:40    Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
08:05    Sofia The First
08:30    Goldie & Bear
08:45    Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
09:10    Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
09:35    Doc McStuffins
10:00    Sofia The First
10:30    Goldie & Bear
10:55    Minnie’s Bow-Toons
11:00    Miles From Tomorrow
11:25    Special Agent Oso
11:40    The Hive
11:50    Handy Manny
12:15    Jungle Junction
12:30    Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
13:00    Sofia The First
13:25    Miles From Tomorrow
13:50    Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
14:15    Sheriff Callie’s Wild West

14:40    Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
15:10    Miles From Tomorrow
15:35    Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
16:00    Sofia The First
16:25    Jungle Cubs
16:50    Aladdin
17:15    Gummi Bears
17:40    Goldie & Bear
18:05    Miles From Tomorrow
18:30    Sofia The First
19:00    Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
19:30    Miles From Tomorrow
20:00    Goldie & Bear
20:30    Sofia The First
21:00    Jungle Cubs
21:25    Aladdin
21:50    Gummi Bears
22:20    Lilo And Stitch
22:50    Zou
23:05    Henry Hugglemonster
23:20    Calimero
23:35    Zou
23:50    Loopdidoo

20:00    Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
21:00    Dash Dolls
22:00    E! News
23:00    Fashion Police

00:10    Brain Games
01:00    Explorer
02:00    Supercar Megabuild
02:55    Manta Mystery
03:50    Brain Games
04:45    24 Hours In A&E
05:40    Filthy Riches
06:35    I Wouldn’t Go In There
07:30    Cesar To The Rescue
08:25    Building Wild
09:20    24 Hours In A&E
10:15    Supercar Megabuild
11:10    The Yard
12:05    Ultimate Survival Alaska
Compilations
13:00    Building Wild
14:00    80s Greatest
15:00    Megastructures
16:00    Supercar Megabuild
17:00    China From Above
18:00    Dirty Rotten Survival
19:00    The 2000s: The Decade We
Saw It All
20:00    Supercar Megabuild
20:50    The Yard
21:40    Dirty Rotten Survival
22:30    Underworld, Inc.
23:20    Filthy Riches

00:10    Dream Cruises
01:00    George Clarke’s Amazing
Spaces
01:50    Top Tables, Top Cities
02:15    Eat Street
02:40    Eat Street
03:05    David Rocco’s Dolce Vita
03:30    The Wine Quest: Spain
03:55    The Food Files
04:20    Maximum Foodie
04:45    Maximum Foodie
05:10    Eat Street
05:35    Eat Street
06:00    Trekking Malaysia With
Jason Scott Lee
06:50    George Clarke’s Amazing
Spaces
07:40    Top Tables, Top Cities
08:05    Eat Street
08:30    Eat Street
08:55    David Rocco’s Dolce Vita
09:20    The Wine Quest: Spain
09:45    The Food Files
10:10    Maximum Foodie
10:35    Maximum Foodie
11:00    Eat Street
11:25    Eat Street
11:50    Trekking Malaysia With
Jason Scott Lee
12:40    George Clarke’s Amazing
Spaces
13:35    Top Tables, Top Cities
14:00    Sara’s New Nordic Kitchen
14:30    Tom’s Istanbul Delight
14:55    Glamour Puds
15:25    Glamour Puds
15:50    David Rocco’s Dolce India
16:20    Maximum Foodie
16:45    Maximum Foodie
17:15    East Bites West
17:40    Lee Chan’s World Food Tour
18:10    Lee Chan’s World Food Tour
18:35    Carnival Eats
19:05    Glamour Puds
19:30    Glamour Puds
20:00    David Rocco’s Dolce India
20:25    Maximum Foodie
20:50    Maximum Foodie
21:15    East Bites West
21:40    Lee Chan’s World Food Tour
22:05    Lee Chan’s World Food Tour
22:30    Carnival Eats
22:55    George Clarke’s Amazing
Spaces
23:45    Top Tables, Top Cities

00:20    Deadly Instincts
01:10    Wild 24
02:00    Monster Fish
02:50    World’s Deadliest
03:45    Ultimate Predators GPU
04:40    Caught In The Act
05:35    World’s Deadliest
06:30    Ultimate Predators GPU
07:25    Caught In The Act
08:20    Outback Wrangler
09:15    Race Of Life
09:40    Race Of Life
10:10    America’s National Parks
11:05    Animals Gone Wild
12:00    Monster Fish
12:55    Africa’s Creative Killers
13:50    I, Predator
14:45    Caught In The Act
15:40    Cameramen Who Dare
16:35    Race Of Life
17:00    Race Of Life
17:30    America’s National Parks
18:25    Animals Gone Wild
19:20    Caught In The Act
20:10    Cameramen Who Dare
21:00    Race Of Life
21:25    Race Of Life
21:50    America’s National Parks
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Kuwait

Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION

Arrival Flights on Wednesday 13/4/2016
Airlines Flt Route Time
THY 772 Istanbul 00:10
MSC 415 Sohag 00:10
FDB 069 Dubai 00:55
KKK 6506 Istanbul 00:55
DLH 635 Doha 01:00
QTR 1086 Doha 01:15
JZR 539 Cairo 01:20
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:25
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
CEB 018 Manila 02:20
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
OMA 643 Muscat 03:05
FDB 067 Dubai 03:15
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:15
QTR 1076 Doha 03:25
KAC 544 Cairo 03:40
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
THY 770 Istanbul 05:15
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:15
BAW 157 London 06:40
FDB 5061 Dubai 07:15
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 07:35
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:40
KAC 204 Lahore 07:40
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:50
KAC 354 BLR 08:00
KAC 156 Istanbul 08:00
KAC 344 Chennai 08:15
KAC 332 Trivandrum 08:15
KAC 362 Colombo 08:20
KAC 352 Kochi 08:20
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
KAC 284 Dhaka 09:00
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:05
IRC 6511 ABD 09:15
IRA 665 Shiraz 09:25
QTR 1070 Doha 09:30
IRM 1188 Mashhad 09:40
FDB 055 Dubai 09:50
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
AXB 889 Mangalore/Bahrain 10:55
MEA 404 Beirut 11:00
JZR 561 Sohag 11:25
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
IAW 157 Al Najaf 11:55
FDB 075 Dubai 12:25
SAW 701 Damascus 12:35
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
CLX 792 Luxembourg 13:15
KAC 792 Madinah 13:45
IRC 6521 Lamerd 13:55
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
KAC 672 Dubai 14:05
KNE 231 Riyadh 14:10
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:15
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:30
KAC 512 Mashhad 14:30

KAC 540 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:50
KNE 529 Jeddah 14:55
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
KNE 683 Madinah 15:05
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:10
OMA 645 Muscat 15:10
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
RJA 640 Amman 16:00
TBM 6313 Mashhad 16:05
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:15
JZR 787 Riyadh 16:45
IRC 526 Mashhad 16:50
KAC 562 Amman 16:55
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
ETD 919 Abu Dhabi 17:15
JZR 357 Mashhad 17:30
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
QTR 1080 Doha 17:55
SYR 341 Damascus 18:00
JZR 483 Istanbul 18:20
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 18:35
KAC 742 Dammam 18:50
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
KAC 166 Paris/Rome 19:05
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
KAC 614 Bahrain 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:15
MSR 606 Luxor 19:30
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 154 Istanbul 19:45
KAC 674 Dubai 19:45
FDB 059 Dubai 19:50
KAC 102 New York/London 19:55
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:05
KNE 382 Taif 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
OMA 647 Muscat 20:20
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
QTR 1088 Doha 20:35
FDB 5053 Dubai 20:55
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:05
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
ALK 229 Colombo 21:20
QTR 1082 Doha 21:55
GFA 219 Bahrain 22:00
KAC 564 Amman 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
JZR 125 Bahrain 22:15
AIC 975 Chennai/Goa 22:25
MSC 501 Alexandria 22:30
BBC 043 Dhaka 22:40
THY 764 Istanbul 22:55
JZR 185 Dubai 22:55
MSC 403 Asyut 23:00
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:20
JZR 239 Amman 23:20
MSR 614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35
KLM 411 Amsterdam/Dammam 23:40

Departure Flights on Wednesday 13/4/2016
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 988 Hyderabad/Chennai 00:05
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:25
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
MSC 404 Asyut 00:55
MSC 416 Sohag 01:05
THY 773 Istanbul 01:40
DLH 635 Frankfurt 02:00
THY 765 Istanbul 02:45
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
KAC 417 Manila 03:55
OMA 644 Muscat 04:00
FDB 068 Dubai 04:05
KKK 6505 Istanbul 04:05
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:10
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
QTR 1077 Doha 04:35
CEB 019 Manila 04:50
JZR 560 Sohag 05:00
RJA 643 Amman 06:25
QTR 1087 Doha 06:30
THY 771 Istanbul 06:45
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
FDB 5062 Dubai 07:55
BAW 156 London 08:25
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
KAC 511 Mashhad 08:40
KAC 539 Sharm el-Sheikh 08:50
KAC 791 Madinah 08:55
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
KAC 671 Dubai 09:30
JZR 482 Istanbul 09:40
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
KAC 117 New York 10:00
IRC 6522 Lamerd 10:05
IRA 664 Shiraz 10:25
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
QTR 1071 Doha 10:45
IRM 1189 Mashhad 10:55
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
KAC 153 Istanbul 11:00
KAC 175 Frankfurt/Geneva 11:15
KAC 561 Amman 11:20
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
JZR 356 Mashhad 11:40
AXB 890 Mangalore 11:55
MEA 405 Beirut 12:00
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
KAC 103 London 12:10
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
IAW 158 Al Najaf 12:55
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
FDB 076 Dubai 13:10
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
JZR 786 Riyadh 13:20
SAW 702 Damascus 13:35
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
CLX 792 Hanoi 14:30
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:00
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 15:00

GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
KAC 673 Dubai 15:05
KNE 381 Taif 15:10
QTR 1079 Doha 15:15
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
IRC 6512 ABD 15:20
KAC 741 Dammam 15:30
SVA 503 Madinah/Jeddah 15:45
JZR 189 Dubai 15:50
KNE 530 Jeddah 15:55
KAC 613 Bahrain 16:00
KNE 684 Madinah 16:00
OMA 646 Muscat 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
KAC 563 Amman 16:30
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
TBM 6314 Mashhad 17:00
FDB 052 Dubai 17:00
JZR 266 Beirut 17:10
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
JZR 238 Amman 17:45
IRC 527 Mashhad 17:50
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 538 Cairo 18:30
JZR 552 Alexandria 18:50
SYR 342 Damascus 19:00
QTR 1081 Doha 19:05
ETD 919 MXP 19:15
JZR 124 Bahrain 19:20
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
KAC 361 Colombo 19:55
ABY 124 Sharjah 19:55
MSR 619 Alexandria 20:30
FDB 060 Dubai 20:30
KAC 283 Dhaka 20:30
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
KAC 331 Trivandrum 20:45
DLH 634 Doha 20:50
KAC 343 Chennai 20:55
KAC 351 Kochi 21:00
KAC 543 Cairo 21:00
KNE 234 Riyadh 21:10
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
OMA 648 Muscat 21:15
QTR 1089 Doha 21:45
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
FDB 5054 Dubai 21:55
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 21:55
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
KAC 381 Delhi 22:25
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
KAC 345 Ahmedabad 22:55
KAC 205 Islamabad 23:00
GFA 220 Bahrain 23:00
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:05
JZR 528 Asyut 23:15
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20
MSC 502 Alexandria 23:30
KAC 203 Lahore 23:40

KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY 
(07/04/2016 TO 13/04/2016)

Fajr: 04:02

Shorook 05:26

Duhr: 11:49

Asr: 15:23

Maghrib: 18:12

Isha: 19:32

PRAYER TIMINGS

SHARQIA-1
OBSERVANCE 12:15 PM
OBSERVANCE 2:30 PM
NO FRI+SAT
KUNG FU PANDA 3 2:15 PM
FRI+SAT
KUNG FU PANDA 3 4:15 PM
OBSERVANCE 6:15 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 8:00 PM
OBSERVANCE 11:00 PM
OBSERVANCE 12:45 AM

SHARQIA-2
THE BOSS 12:30 PM
SARDAAR GABBAR SINGH - Telugu 1:30 PM
THE BOSS 2:30 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 4:30 PM
THE BOSS 6:30 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 8:30 PM
THE BOSS 10:30 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 12:30 AM

SHARQIA-3
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 1:00 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 4:00 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 7:00 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 10:00 PM
10 CLOVERFIELD LANE 1:00 AM
10 CLOVERFIELD LANE 1:45 PM
SARDAAR GABBAR SINGH - Telugu 4:00 PM
SARDAAR GABBAR SINGH - Telugu 7:15 PM
SARDAAR GABBAR SINGH - Telugu 10:30 PM

MUHALAB-1
THE BOSS 12:15 PM
THE BOSS 2:15 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 4:15 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 6:15 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 8:15 PM
THE BOSS 10:30 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 12:30 AM

MUHALAB-2
OBSERVANCE 12:00 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 1:45 PM
SARDAAR GABBAR SINGH - Telugu 1:30 PM
OBSERVANCE 4:45 PM
OBSERVANCE 6:30 PM
OBSERVANCE 8:15 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 10:00 PM
OBSERVANCE 1:00 AM
SARDAAR GABBAR SINGH - Telugu 10:15 PM
OBSERVANCE 1:30 AM

MUHALAB-3
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 12:30 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 11:30 AM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 1:30 PM

BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 3:30 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 6:45 PM
OBSERVANCE 10:15 PM
SARDAAR GABBAR SINGH - Telugu 3:30 PM
SARDAAR GABBAR SINGH - Telugu 6:45 PM
SARDAAR GABBAR SINGH - Telugu 10:00 PM
OBSERVANCE 1:15 AM

FANAR-1
THE BOY AND THE BEAST 12:15 PM
THE BOY AND THE BEAST 2:45 PM
THE BOY AND THE BEAST 5:15 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 7:45 PM
THE BOSS 10:00 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 12:05 AM

FANAR-2
MR. RIGHT 1:00 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 3:00 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 5:00 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 7:00 PM
MR. RIGHT 9:00 PM
MR. RIGHT 11:00 PM
MR. RIGHT 1:00 AM

FANAR-3
OBSERVANCE 12:45 PM
OBSERVANCE 2:30 PM
JU ON: THE GRUDGE 3 (JU-ON: THE BEGINNING OF THE END)
4:45 PM
OBSERVANCE 6:45 PM
JU ON: THE GRUDGE 3 (JU-ON: THE BEGINNING OF THE END)
8:45 PM
OBSERVANCE 10:45 PM
OBSERVANCE 12:45 AM

MARINA-1
OBSERVANCE 12:15 PM
THE BOSS 2:00 PM
THE BOSS 4:00 PM
OBSERVANCE 6:00 PM
OBSERVANCE 8:00 PM
THE BOSS 10:00 PM
OBSERVANCE 12:05 AM

MARINA-2
MR. RIGHT 12:30 PM
MR. RIGHT 2:30 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: AWN OF JUSTICE 4:30 PM
MR. RIGHT 7:30 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 9:30 PM
MR. RIGHT 12:30 AM

MARINA-3
MA3 AL KHATAR Kuwaiti Film) 11:45 AM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 2:00 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 4:15 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 2:00 PM

KUNG FU PANDA 3 4:15 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 6:15 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 8:15 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 10:30 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 12:45 AM

AVENUES-1
KUNG FU PANDA 3 11:30 AM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 1:45 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 4:00 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 6:15 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 8:30 PM
10 CLOVERFIELD LANE 10:45 PM
10 CLOVERFIELD LANE 1:00 AM

AVENUES-2
MR. RIGHT 12:30 PM
MR. RIGHT 2:45 PM
MR. RIGHT 5:00 PM
MR. RIGHT 7:15 PM
MR. RIGHT 9:30 PM
MR. RIGHT 11:45 PM

AVENUES-3
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 12:15 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 2:30 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 4:45 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 7:00 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 9:15 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 11:30 PM

360º- 1
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 1:15 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 3:30 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 5:45 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 8:00 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 10:15 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 12:30 AM

360º- 2
3000 NIGHTS - Arabic 12:30 PM
3000 NIGHTS - Arabic 2:45 PM
3000 NIGHTS - Arabic 5:00 PM
3000 NIGHTS - Arabic 7:15 PM
3000 NIGHTS - Arabic 9:30 PM
3000 NIGHTS - Arabic 11:45 PM

360º- 3
KUNG FU PANDA 3 12:45 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 3:00 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 5:15 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 7:30 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 9:45 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 12:15 AM

AL-KOUT.1
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 1:00 PM
NO FRI+SAT

KUNG FU PANDA 3 2:00 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 4:00 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 6:00 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 9:00 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 12:05 AM

AL-KOUT.2
THE BOSS 12:45 PM
THE BOSS 2:45 PM
MR. RIGHT 4:45 PM
THE BOSS 6:45 PM
MR. RIGHT 8:45 PM
THE BOSS 10:45 PM
MR. RIGHT 12:45 AM

AL-KOUT.3
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 11:30 AM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 1:30 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 3:30 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 5:45 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 8:00 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 10:15 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 12:30 AM

BAIRAQ-1
THE BOSS 12:15 PM
THE BOSS 2:15 PM
MR. RIGHT 4:15 PM
THE BOSS 6:15 PM
THE BOSS 8:15 PM
MR. RIGHT 10:15 PM
MR. RIGHT 12:15 AM

BAIRAQ-2
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 11:30 AM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film 1:30 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 3:30 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 5:30 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 7:45 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 9:45 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 12:05 AM

BAIRAQ-3
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 12:45 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 1:45 PM
THE BOY AND THE BEAST 3:45 PM
THE BOY AND THE BEAST 6:15 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 8:45 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 11:45 PM

PLAZA
THE BOY AND THE BEAST 3:45 PM
SARDAAR GABBAR SINGH - Telugu 3:45 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 7:00 PM
SARDAAR GABBAR SINGH - Telugu 7:00 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 10:15 PM
SARDAAR GABBAR SINGH - Telugu 10:15 PM

SITUATION WANTED

FOR SALE

Nissan Sentra 2014 model,
black color, very good con-
dition, required KD 3000
cash, installments also pos-
sible. Please call 66047733.
(C 5160)
13-4-2016

2008 Suv Audi Q7, black,
full option, very good con-
dition. KD 3900. Contact:
90905788. (C 5158)

Owner leaving Kuwait
want to sell household
items, Samsung smart TV
40”, bedroom furniture,
drawing room furniture, 1
Ikea office table with two
side tables, with 1 Ikea
office chair, curtains, dining
table, Arabic majlis, 2 gas
cylinders. Contact
69302121. (C 5157)
10-4-2016

Sri Lankan maid looking
for a part time job, our hon-
est, trustworthy and hard
working, preferably with a
European family. She has
been working with us for
several years and we can
recommend her to every-
one. Contact: 55206281.
(C 5159)
12-4-2016



WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13, 2016

You have new ideas of where you want your energies focused. You aim to
wind up some of those old projects; it is time and your boss will be glad to

see your confidence. Don’t be afraid to let yourself relax with that book or video when you
reach home this afternoon. Sometimes it is good to just goof off occasionally. Lovers, chil-
dren and other people or things dear to your heart are emphasized this afternoon. Being
appreciated and admired for your gifts and talents is a powerful need. Several people in
your family, or perhaps your circle of friends, enjoy playing musical instruments and later
today may be one of those times you get together and make beautiful sounds. Enjoy the

celebrations later this evening!

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

You can demonstrate great understanding and sensitivity about the needs
of others just now and are in a good position to communicate concerning others. You may
help a friend or neighbor with some legal work, perhaps in drawing up a contract or just
helping by reading. You seem able to create incentives so that others want to be included
in whatever is motivating you. There is a real opportunity to complete and work out diffi-
culties that involve people or projects requiring a high degree of discipline. A party later
today calls for a present and while out around town you may do a little shopping.
Purchase your present where they will wrap-saving time. If you are filling the gas tank,
check the tires as well as the oil level.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

You will easily adapt to a new work environment or social group today. You
are naturally attracted to agreeable people who can satisfy your craving for continuous
mental stimulation. You will need to choose your activities so that you are not scattering
your energies in too many different directions. You could spread yourself too thin and find
yourself spent of energy by this evening. The best opportunity today may be to listen to a
motivational speech, attend a lecture or learn a new style of working. Listening instead of
teaching may be the mode of the afternoon-going with the flow, so to speak. You crave
new work experiences and as you reach out for that something new today, you will not be
disappointed. You are optimistic.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

A strong need for nurturing is important at this time. You could be caring for
children or teaching young people today. You may see a person or read about an activity
that reminds you of a place or a person you once enjoyed. Creating a time to tell a story
will help you to teach as well as express some of your own memories. This remembering
may be a good teaching tool-it is certainly a way of using the past to enhance the present
and improve the future. You are able to keep young people busy where most are at a loss
to create inspiring material. You might see some benefit in a few guided activities after the
noon meal. Perhaps in teaching the young how to put together a scrapbook, you can
encourage them to use their imagination creatively.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

You tend to enjoy making a difference for people with a common cause or
a universal ideal instead of seeking power. You may find others give you much encourage-
ment along the lines of obtaining a political position, perhaps in your community or reli-
gious setting. If you desire, support is available for you. You have many friends and are will-
ing to take the time to keep in touch. Part of the responsibilities and additional life experi-
ences that come from keeping in touch is that you are constantly manipulating your time.
This afternoon you may find yourself helping or being with friends-someone could be
moving or otherwise needing your assistance. Your unique qualities are always clear and
available for all to enjoy.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

As the planets move through this present cycle, you will become braver
and seek to learn to ask more questions when appropriate. Many times you perform the
duty and have no idea what you can do to enhance or refine whatever is appropriate. You
can bring much to the table when it comes to ideas and finding solutions but you have to
step out and ask a few questions first. Come on now . . . You can do it! Guard your flow of
thinking so as not to become discouraged, change may not happen on your time sched-
ule. Ideas and thoughts are easy to come by but may have to be written down for review
later. Close relationships are good and you encourage others just as you are encouraged
by others. Quality is your new word.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

You appreciate the opportunity to be part of a team today. This may mean
you are chosen to share in the responsibility of completing a project. You excel and have
much to offer your co-workers. Your attitude is contagious and others tend to want to
achieve and go the extra mile, so to speak. Any difficulties can be flagged for possible
changes later. This afternoon may call for a neighborhood meeting to help with plans on
that rainproof bus stop or make invitations to a charity bazaar. You have lots of motivation
and it is catching so the results from your efforts are successful. A short trip this evening
turns into a fun adventure, and it may involve a side trip to a new place close to your city.
Enjoy a new adventure.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Someone in your family has an anniversary, birthday, graduation or some
celebration that is not to be missed! You may take some timeout to call a few people that
will help you pull it all together. Lunchtime may mean a visit to a cake store or a depart-
ment store for a special gift. You are the one in a group of people that gets things done.
One of the ways you accomplish things so quickly is to allocate jobs. Your profession
points to many avenues where you are able to allocate jobs and you are a valuable worker.
Progress or a healing in a particular relationship is realized later today; attitude is every-
thing. Encouraging the elderly in your family to write down genealogy facts for the next
generation is another way you achieve and develop family history.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Your day is a busy one but there is a lot of drive available to meet the
demands. A co-worker tends to be a bit pushy but is worthy of your atten-

tion . . . There is an underlying reason for his or her rush. Investing may be a topic of dis-
cussion around the lunchtime table but you might be wise to listen and discover who it is
that brought the subject up in the first place. This information will give you an idea for
your own investment and not reveal your ideas. This afternoon gives you an opportunity
to focus and locate any errors in your work or in a co-worker’s work and time to correct or
share. Nurturing and being nurtured is important to us all, and when a new animal comes
into your life today, you may have found just the place for your affections.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Someone may want to borrow something from your work desk this morn-
ing. Instead of doing without something you will need, offer to help this person find his or
her item; this equipment may not be yours to loan. This just may be the day you to get to
know someone better. Weather changes may give you pause for rethinking your
lunchtime and staying inside may be another chance to learn more about your co-work-
ers. Catch up on what people are reading and who is next to be getting married. This after-
noon is good for making plans or decisions and finding your way through just about any
problem you may discover. Thoughtful communication with a loved one is enjoyed

tonight. This loved one may have some good news; this is a happy time.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

The main attitude today is relaxed. You may feel a sense of relief to know
that you will not be the only person responsible for a successful result with

some work venture. New ideas and an independent mental orientation take on more
importance in your work. Teaching, learning, communicating and social contacts have a
way of outlining new directions to discover. This afternoon the fun does not end; you may
find one of your friends or a neighbor has purchased an item that you want to investigate.
This could be a new camper or a new car, etc. The domestic scene of traveling may be
inviting and spur your imagination. There are agreed-upon places that you and your

beloved would like to visit. Tonight is a time for dinner by candlelight.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

You could enlist the aid of others to help you today. This can mean an early
end to some large assignment. Your creative abilities are in full gear and you could come
up with some creative ideas that will aid you in your efforts. Be sure to give everyone work-
ing on this assignment credit so that they will be willing to help you in the future. This
afternoon you could be involved in helping the elderly, handicapped or children. Your suc-
cess these days is in the form of an educational, legal or publishing venture. You may find
yourself planning for some charity event. There is a second chance to make someone’s
dream come true. You are most persuasive with others. Tonight you will be listening,
watching a video, attending a concert, or enjoying music.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1225

ACROSS
1. A drug combination found in some over-

the-counter headache remedies
(Aspirin and Phenacetin and Caffeine).

4. A language spoken by the Atakapa peo-
ple of the Gulf coast of Louisiana and
Texas.

12. Standard time in the 6th time zone west
of Greenwich, reckoned at the 90th
meridian.

15. A federation of North American indus-
trial unions that merged with the
American Federation of Labor in 1955.

16. Genus of woody Asiatic vines.
17. Of or relating to a member of the

Buddhist people inhabiting the
Mekong river in Laos and Thailand.

18. Electronic warfare undertaken to pre-
vent or reduce an enemy's effective use
of the electromagnetic spectrum.

19. An electrical converter that converts
direct current into alternating current.

20. A dark-skinned member of a race of
people living in Australia when
Europeans arrived.

21. A jumble of things to be given away.
23. The capital and largest city of Iran.
25. (Scottish) Bluish-black or gray-blue.
26. A unit of magnetic flux density equal to

one weber per square meter.
28. A Loloish language.
29. A white linen liturgical vestment with

sleeves.
31. Date used in reckoning dates before the

supposed year Christ was born.
32. Being one more than one hundred.
33. A group of biological taxa or species

that share features inherited from a
common ancestor.

38. An oral poliovirus vaccine (containing
live but weakened poliovirus) that is
given to provide immunity to
poliomyelitis.

42. (of e.g. celestial bodies) Above the hori-
zon.

44. The capital of Nationalist China.
46. Angular distance above the horizon

(especially of a celestial object).
47. Highly excited.
49. The 7th letter of the Greek alphabet.
50. Anything that serves as an enticement.
52. An imaginary elephant that appears in a

series of French books for children.
55. Scratch and scrimp.
58. A periodic paperback publication.
60. Important food fish of the Nile and oth-

er rivers of Africa and Asia Minor.
61. Widely cultivated in tropical and sub-

tropical regions for its fragrant flowers
and colorful fruits.

63. The 2nd longest European river.
70. A short synopsis.
72. The cry made by sheep.
73. (Scotland) A small loaf or roll of soft

bread.
74. Dry brandy distilled in the Armagnac

district of France.
76. A run that is the result of the batter's

performance.
77. A constellation in the southern hemi-

sphere near Telescopium and Norma.
78. A river in northeastern Brazil that flows

generally northward to the Atlantic
Ocean.

79. Of a dull grayish brown to brownish
gray color.

DOWN
1. Sour or bitter in taste.
2. A unit of weight used in some parts of

Asia.
3. A punctuation mark (,) used to indicate

the separation of elements within the
grammatical structure of a sentence.

4. The capital of Western Samoa.
5. Chinese tree bearing seeds that yield

tung oil.
6. The fourth month of the civil year.
7. A unit of surface area equal to 100 square

meters.
8. A town in southeastern New Mexico on

the Pecos River near the Mexican bor-
der.

9. The products of human creativity.
10. A representation of the Virgin Mary

mourning over the dead body of Jesus.
11. A river in north central Switzerland that

runs northeast into the Rhine.
12. United States explorer who (with

Meriwether Lewis) led an expedition
from St. Louis to the mouth of the
Columbia River.

13. A region of Malaysia in northeastern
Borneo.

14. Formerly included in genus Cedrela.
22. English economist noted for his studies

of international trade and finance (born
in 1907).

24. A republic in the West Indies on the
western part of the island of Hispaniola.

27. A digital display that uses liquid crystal
cells that change reflectivity in an
applied electric field.

30. A Russian river.
34. Of a pale purple color.
35. Out of bed.
36. Shrub bearing oval-fruited kumquats.
37. Essential oil or perfume obtained from

flowers.
39. A drama set to music.
40. Part of the perianth that is usually

brightly colored.
41. A choice or delicious dish.
43. A former monetary unit in Great Britain.
45. A radioactive element of the actinide

series.
48. Italian violinist (1782-1840).
51. A town twenty miles east of Rome

(Tibur is the ancient name).
53. A soft silvery metallic element of the

alkali earth group.
54. Made agreeably cold (especially by ice).
56. Large high frilly cap with a full crown.
57. The thin serous membrane around the

lungs and inner walls of the chest.
59. Roman statesman and philosopher who

was and advisor to Nero (circa 4 BC - 65
AD).

62. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked
on a skewer usually with vegetables.

64. South American armadillo with three
bands of bony plates.

65. Type genus of the Nepidae.
66. The capital and largest city of Mongolia.
67. A United Nations agency created to

assist developing nations by loans
guaranteed by member governments.

68. (Babylonian) God of wisdom and agri-
culture and patron of scribes and
schools.

69. A quantity that is added.
71. A decree that prohibits something.
75. A form of address for a man.
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists
Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444
Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222
Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171
Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999
Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700
Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223
Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)
Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510
Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660
Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478
Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996
Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988
Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166
Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners
Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123
Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312
Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920
Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465
Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528
Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781
Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists
Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534
Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955
Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660
Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120
Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC
     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Azerbaijan 00994

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lesotho 00266

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692

Martinique 00596

Mauritania 00222

Mauritius 00230

Mayotte 00269

Mexico 0052

Micronesia 00691

Moldova 00373

Monaco 00377

Mongolia 00976

Montserrat 001664

Morocco 00212

Mozambique 00258

Myanmar (Burma) 0095

Namibia 00264

Nepal 00977

Netherlands 0031

Netherlands Antilles 00599

New Caledonia 00687

New Zealand 0064

Nicaragua 00505

Nigar 00227

Nigeria 00234

Niue 00683

Norfolk Island 00672

N. Ireland (UK) 0044

North Korea 00850

Norway 0047

Oman 00968

Pakistan 0092

Palau 00680

Panama 00507

Papua New Guinea 00675

Paraguay 00595

Peru 0051

Philippines 0063

Poland 0048

Portugal 00351

Puerto Rico 001787

Qatar 00974

Romania 0040

Russian Federation 007

Rwanda 00250

Saint Helena 00290

Saint Kitts 001869

Saint Lucia 001758

Saint Pierre 00508

Saint Vincent 001784

Samoa US 00684

Samoa West 00685

San Marino 00378

Sao Tone 00239

Saudi Arabia 00966

Scotland (UK) 0044

Senegal 00221

Seychelles 00284

Sierra Leone 00232

Singapore 0065

Slovakia 00421

Slovenia 00386

Solomon Islands 00677

Somalia 00252

South Africa 0027

South Korea 0082

Spain 0034

Sri Lanka 0094

Sudan 00249

Suriname 00597

Swaziland 00268

Sweden 0046

Switzerland 0041

Syria 00963

Serbia 00381

Taiwan 00886

Tanzania 00255

Thailand 0066

Togo 00228

Tonga 00676

Tokelau 00690

Trinidad 001868

Tunisia 00216

Turkey 0090

Tuvalu 00688

Uganda 00256

Ukraine 00380

United Arab Emirates 00976

United Kingdom 0044

Uruguay 00598

USA 001

Uzbekistan 00998

Vanuatu 00678

Venezuela 00582

Vietnam 0084

Virgin Islands UK 001284

Virgin Islands US 001340

Wales (UK) 0044

Yemen 00967

Yugoslavia 00381

Zambia 00260

Zimbabwe 00263
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B ritish Airways celebrated 80 years of flying to Hong
Kong in style with a VIP gala and a unique heritage
fashion photoshoot - featuring supermodel David

Gandy wearing a vintage 1920s sheepskin flying jacket.
Paying homage to British Airways’ heritage, the British
star was photographed with cabin crew as they turned
the hustle and bustle streets of Hong Kong into a run-
way.  

Meanwhile,  supermodels Imogen Waterhouse and
Lizzy Jagger marked British Airways’ 80th celebrations by
donning vintage cabin crew attire for a shoot against the
backdrop of Hong Kong’s iconic skyline. Other stars who
attended the gala celebrations included renowned actor
David Hasselhoff, singer-songwriter Jessie Ware and two
Michelin star chef Tom Aikens.

Singer Jessie performed an exclusive live set on the
night for the audience of more than 250 distinguished
guests, including world-famous entrepreneur Sir David
Tang. Meanwhile, chef Tom Aikens served a mix of British
and Hong Kong cuis ine alongside cocktai ls  created
exclusively for British Airways by Boujis Hong Kong.

‘Say you love me’
Speaking at the event - which included a fashion show of

cabin crew uniforms spanning the decades - model David
Gandy said: “I’m delighted to be here in Hong Kong to mark
this milestone for British Airways and shooting in the airline’s
first pilot uniform on a busy street in Hong Kong was definite-
ly a highlight of the trip. It’s been fascinating to see how the
crew fashion has evolved over the years the airline has been
flying this route.”

Jessie Ware, who performed a set including ‘Say you love
me’, ‘Wildest moments’ and ‘What you won’t do for Love’, said
she was honoured to play a part in the airline’s celebrations.
She added: “I’ve been lucky enough to fly to Hong Kong with
British Airways several times during my career. It’s a truly fasci-
nating place with an incredible history and unique culture. I
love the food and the nightlife. British Airways has been mak-
ing it possible for people to visit this city for 80 years and I
think that’s a very special thing.”

Lizzy Jagger, the eldest daughter of Rolling Stones’ front-
man Sir Mick Jagger said, “I love the energy and excitement of
Hong Kong and always have a great time here. Hong Kong has

a lot of little amazing boutiques tucked away in small shop-
ping malls in Causeway Bay and Mongkok. If you come to
Hong Kong for a treasure hunt then you are in for a treat!”

Artefacts and memorabilia
Willie Walsh, CEO of British Airways’ parent company IAG,

also attended the event and spoke of the airline’s joy. He said:
“Thank you to everyone who has helped us achieve this mile-
stone. This is a very proud moment as we reflect on our her-
itage as the pioneers of Hong Kong civil aviation.”

Gala guests were also treated to a display of artefacts and
memorabilia ahead of British Airways’ HK80 pop-up exhibition
at the University of Hong Kong, which features models of the
aircraft that have flown the route over the years, a cinema
screening of a short film about the anniversary and a display
showcasing the evolution of the iconic brand.

For this milestone, British Airways has partnered with the
Department of Sociology at Hong Kong University, Hong
Kong Museum of History, and the British Chinese Heritage
Centre in the UK to launch a series of exhibitions in Hong
Kong focusing on the heritage of the brand and the aviation
history in Hong Kong. The HK80 exhibition will be open for
the public to visit for free from 6 May until 30 June. It is locat-
ed in the MC≥@702 Creative Space, Level 7 of the Jockey Club
Tower, The University of Hong Kong.

BA celebrates 80 years of flying to Hong Kong with VIP gala

Under the patronage of Turkish
Ambassador to Kuwait Murat Tamer,
‘Twist’  chain of stores celebrated Twist’s

first branch in Kuwait, ‘Twist’ women’s Turkish
brand, which has been established since 1997
celebrates the occasion of the opening of its
first branch in the State of Kuwait, located in
the Avenues Mall, newspapers and media rep-
resentatives attended the ceremony, in addi-
tion to a large group of Kuwaiti ladies and
Turkish luxury fashion lovers. 

‘Twist’ team welcomed the guests who
expressed their admiration of the distinctive
clothes after a tour in the store where every-
one enjoyed the atmosphere of the Turkish
originality.

The big demand on ‘Twist’ Turkish fashion
brand because it combines between comfort-
able and practical clothes at the same time. It
is for those who prefer comfort in clothing and
can afford to buy quality upscale fashion
designed in a unique way and paying afford-
able price. ‘Twist’ inspires young women to
express themselves freely.

Spring/summer 2016  collection has
worked to achieve harmony between work life
and standards of couture, the result must be
more than wonderful. It takes into considera-
tion the development of time and its changes
and invented the women’s upscale designs
and process which take us between the jour-
ney of the day and night smoothly and profes-
sionally. 

The spring and summer 2016 collection of
‘Twist’ shed light on the pulse of high end
fashion. 

‘Twist’ Turkish couture 
opens its first branch in Kuwait

If you’ve visited parks in New York, Boston or
many other places around the US, you’ve proba-
bly experienced the landscapes of Frederick Law

Olmsted. Olmsted designed hundreds of parks, gar-
dens and other public spaces, including Manhattan’s
Central Park, Boston’s “Emerald Necklace,” the
grounds of the US Capitol in Washington and
California’s Stanford University campus. He’s consid-
ered the father of landscape architecture in America,
and The North Carolina Arboretum in Asheville is
honoring Olmsted’s work by dedicating a statue of
him on April 22.

Conservation advocate
Landscape architecture didn’t exist in the US

before Olmsted began applying principles of horticul-
ture, architecture, engineering, land management,
forestry, fine arts and even psychology to create
coherent, elegant designs for outdoor spaces. His
genius was in creating the illusion of nature in man-
made environments. Stroll or drive a meandering road
in one of Olmsted’s parks and you may feel like you’re
traversing a rustic path that was carved through
nature’s own woods and meadows. But virtually every
tree, stone, brook and field you encounter was put
there by Omsted, by design. Take a photo of a flower-
ing tree by an Olmsted pond with a stone bridge and
it’s his eye you can thank for making the shot so pic-
ture-perfect.

Olmsted was born in 1822 and grew up in New
England. He worked as a farmer, seaman and a jour-
nalist, and spent months touring gardens, parks and
estates in Europe before undertaking his first project:
creating Central Park out of rocks, swamps and hog
farms. His 1858 design for Central Park, in collabora-
tion with architect Calvert Vaux, led to commissions
for parks all over the country, from Buffalo, New York,
to Louisville, Kentucky. Olmsted was also an early con-
servation advocate, pressing for preservation of the
stunning natural landscapes that would become
Yosemite National Park in California. At the same time,
he called for roads to make Yosemite accessible to the
public. He said it was government’s “political duty” to
create parks for “free enjoyment of the people” as
respites from everyday life.

In the Boston area, you can soak up Olmsted’s vibe
at Jamaica Pond, the Arnold Arboretum and Franklin
Park. But for a close-up look at the history and tools of

Olmsted’s work, head to the Frederick Law Olmsted
National Historic Site in Brookline, just outside Boston.
The property, also called Fairsted, includes his home in
an 1810 farmhouse and the offices of what became
the country’s first full-scale landscape architecture
firm. The business was continued by his sons and oth-
ers for decades after his death in 1903.

Chemicals and sunlight
Touring Fairsted, you’ll see the tools of Olmsted’s

trade in the era before computers and Xerox
machines: rulers and straight-edges, pencil boxes and
ink bottles, and complicated processes for copying
blueprints using chemicals and sunlight. Office win-
dows frame verdant views of the grounds, and you
can almost imagine draftsmen getting up from their
tables to look, then sitting down to work again
refreshed, reinforcing Olmsted’s philosophy that
“scenes of beauty” spur “reinvigoration.”

For a unique souvenir, check out the stationery in
the gift shop inspired by the home’s wallpaper and
other design elements. And while you’re strolling the
grounds, walk down a flight of stone steps to a shaded
hollow with colorful plantings.

Drainage systems
The last project of Olmsted’s career, before he suc-

cumbed to what was likely Alzheimer’s, was designing

the grounds for the Biltmore estate in Asheville. The
palatial Biltmore mansion and 125,000-acre estate,
built for George Vanderbilt, is located in the Blue Ridge
Mountains. Today, “Legacy of the Land” tours offered
their daily provide an in-depth look at Olmsted’s land-
scaping, from reforestation of what was clear-cut
farmland to invisible components like drainage sys-
tems. But you don’t have to take the Legacy tour to
experience one of the Biltmore’s most dramatic fea-
tures: the 3-mile Approach Road that everyone uses to
drive in. 

Olmsted designed the road to create a “sensation
(while) passing through the remote depths of a deep
forest” leading up to the moment when the mansion
would come into view. “He was an artist,” said
Biltmore’s Olmsted expert Bill Alexander. “He created
not just scenes, but emotions in his manipulation of
the landscape.” Olmsted envisioned a research arbore-
tum at Biltmore, but it was never built. The North
Carolina Arboretum was established nearby by the
state in 1986. While the arboretum wasn’t designed by
Olmsted, its gardens, vistas, winding roads and wood-
land trails celebrate his vision. Olmsted’s statue will sit
on the arboretum’s Blue Ridge Court with a view of
the Pisgah National Forest behind it.

Photo shows rustic steps leading down to a gar-
den at the Frederick Law Olmsted Historic site
in Brookline, Mass. — AP photos

Part of a statue depicting Frederick Law
Olmsted that is scheduled to be dedicated at
the arboretum.

Approach Road, a dramatic, winding road
through rustic scenery leading up to the
Biltmore mansion.

New statue celebrates park 
designer Frederick Law Olmsted 

Photo shows a stone bridge and flowering tree on a cloudy spring day at the pond in Central Park in
New York.



WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13, 2016

M u s i c  &  M o v i e s

l if e s t y l e

Adele had the world’s best-selling album last year, a
global smash that helped music revenues record their
first significant growth since the dawn of the digital age

two decades ago. Figures released yesterday by the
International Federation of the Phonographic Industry show
that the British singer’s chart-topping “25” sold 17.4 million
copies - five times more than runners-up Ed Sheeran and
Taylor Swift, whose albums “X” and “1989” both sold 3.5 million
copies. The year’s best-selling single was “See You Again” by
Wiz Khalifa featuring Charlie Puth, which moved 20.9 million
copies.

The IFPI said global revenues from recorded music rose 3.2
percent between 2014 and 2015, to $15 billion, as an industry
decimated by the digital revolution returned to growth. The
group said the rise marks “the industry’s first significant year-

on-year growth in nearly two decades.” IFPI chief executive
Frances Moore said the figures “reflect an industry that has
adapted to the digital age and emerged stronger and
smarter.”

Sales of digital music, including streaming and downloads,
accounted for 45 percent of the total, compared to 39 percent
for vinyl, CDs and other physical products - the first time digi-
tal music has generated the biggest share of revenue.
Performance-rights revenue accounts for most of the remain-
der. Online, people increasingly listen to music by streaming
rather than downloading. Streaming revenue rose by 45 per-
cent in 2015, while money from downloads declined by 10.5
percent.

Despite revenue rising overall, the report says there is a
growing gap between the amount of music being consumed

and the money being returned to artists and producers. The
IFPI said this “value gap” has increased due to the growing
popularity of music being streamed on advertising-supported
“user upload” services such as YouTube, which argue that they
are exempt from the licensing rules applied to other online
music services - and so pay less to musicians and record com-
panies. Moore said that “the value gap is the biggest con-
straint to revenue growth for artists, record labels and all
music rights holders” and lawmakers around the world should
close the streaming loophole. — AP

Adele has best-selling album as global music revenue rises

Adele poses backstage with her six
awards at the 54th annual Grammy
Awards on Sunday, Feb 12, 2012 in

Los Angeles, USA. — AP

The Weeknd, Bieber

earn Billboard Music

Award nominations

It’s a sweet day to be The Weeknd. The R&B artist is leading
the nominees at this year’s Billboard Music Awards with 16
nods in categories such as top artist, top hot 100 song and

top Billboard 200 album. Justin Bieber is following behind the
“Can’t Feel My Face” singer with 11 nominations, including top
artist and top male artist. Fetty Wap and Drake are each up for
10 awards. Drake will compete against himself in the top rap
album category with “If You’re Reading This It’s Too Late” and
his collaboration with Future on “What A Time To Be Alive.”

Adele and Taylor Swift are tied with eight nominations,
including top artist, top female artist, top Billboard 200 artist
and top Billboard 200 album - all of which Swift won at last
year’s ceremony. The Weeknd’s “Beauty Behind The Madness”
is up for the top Billboard 200 album against Adele’s “25,”
Justin Bieber’s “Purpose,” Ed Sheeran’s “x” and Taylor Swift’s
“1989.” The Weeknd, Bieber and Drake will compete against
Adele and Swift for the top artist award. Billboard Music
Awards hosts Ludacris and Ciara announced some of the nom-
inees Monday on ABC’s “Good Morning America.” The show
will air live on ABC from the T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas on
May 22. — AP

Al-Waleed Bin Talal, 
a shareholder in Fox,

announces plans to boost
Arab Film Industry

Saudi Prince Al-Waleed Bin Talal,  who owns a 6.6%
stake in 21st Century Fox, is increasing his invest-
ments in Arab movies through his Rotana Media

Group with plans to produce a slate of new Arabic block-
busters over the next two years and ambitions to give
the local industry a post-Arab Spring boost. Rotana, in
which Al-Waleed is a majority shareholder, has
announced it will be working with Egyptian producers
including Ahmad Al-Sabki and Walid Sabri on a slate of
mainstream movies mainly for Arab auds to be churned
out over the next two years in an effort to breathe new
life into the Arab film industry which remains largely
Egypt-centric despite damages inflicted to producers by
Egypt’s political turbulence.

“The production of new movies will lead to the reacti-
vation of this important and strategic industry in the
Arab world after it suffered deeply during the Arab
Spring,” vowed Rotana’s CEO Turki Al- Shabana in a state-
ment. Top Arab talent involved in the unspecified proj-
ects includes prominent Egyptian director Yousry
Nasrallah, whose post-Arab Spring drama “After the
Battle” competed at the Cannes Film Festival in 2012.
Nasrallah’s upcoming new film is “Brooks, Meadows and
Beautiful Faces” about a family of cooks who cater for a
wedding in the countryside.

Rotana Media Group said it has earmarked $36 million
for the new slate, a considerable sum given that most
Arab movies cost less than $1 million, bringing its total
investment in Arabic film production to $281 million. Fox
holds a 19% share in Rotana, a diversified Riyadh-based
Middle East media company which is the world’s largest
producer of Arabic music and a prominent film distribu-
tor and producer. Al-Waleed’s past entertainment invest-
ments include financing Michael Jackson’s world “History
Tour.” He is also known to have a longstanding rapport
with Rupert Murdoch. Besides being Fox’s number two
shareholder, Al-Waleed also holds substantial stakes in
Twitter and Euro Disney.-Reuters

Steven Spielberg, George Clooney and Jodie Foster are
tipped to be among those who will walk the red carpet at
Cannes next month when the lineup for the world’s top

film festival is revealed Wednesday. While nominations for the
main Palme d’Or prize are still under tight wraps, it appears that
Spielberg will almost certainly show his adaptation of Roald
Dahl’s children’s classic “The BFG” (The Big Friendly Giant) out of
competition. It will most likely be joined by Jodie Foster’s new
thriller “Money Monster”, about a television financial pundit tak-
en hostage by a man whose family has been left penniless by his
dud tips.

Starring Clooney as the Wall Street tipster and Julia Roberts
as his TV producer, the film will be released internationally dur-
ing the festival, which runs in the French Riviera resort from May
11 to 22. Festival chiefs Thierry Fremaux and Pierre Lescure have
already announced that Woody Allen’s new Amazon-backed film
“Cafe Society” will open the annual jamboree, also out of com-
petition. The competitors for the main competition, however, are
harder to call, with the final list often not decided till the very last
minute. The presence of festival favorite Pedro Almodovar, who
made his name with “Women on the Verge of a Nervous
Breakdown”, has been thrown into doubt when his was named
as running an offshore company in the Panama Papers leak last
week. The Spanish director-a leftwinger known for his support
of environmental causes-cancelled a press conference to pro-
mote his new film “Julieta” about a girl who disappears for a
decade, and did not show up at a preview screening in
Barcelona.

Main competition 
Insiders, however, are predicting that the American actor-

director Sean Penn’s new film “The Last Face”, starring his ex-girl-
friend Charlize Theron and Javier Bardem will figure in the line-
up. The romance set in Africa among humanitarian workers also
stars the French actress Adele Exarchopoulos. US director Jeff
Nichols, who made the highly praised “Midnight Special” last
year, is also thought to be a shoo-in for “Loving”, his story about a
mixed-raced couple confronting racism in 1950s Virginia. The
Canadian wunderkind Xavier Dolan, who first came to interna-
tional attention at Cannes with “I Killed My Mother” in 2009
when he was only 20, seems a near certainty for his new family
drama “It’s Only the End of the World”, with its stellar cast of
Marion Cotillard, Vincent Cassel and Bond star Lea Seydoux.

Indie cinema icon Jim Jarmush’s “Paterson” and “La fille incon-
nue” (The Unknown Girl) by Belgium’s Dardenne brothers-two-
time Palme d’Or winners-also seem assured of being among the
19 contenders for the main competition. The Bosnian Serb Emir
Kusturica-who has also lifted the prize twice-is a clear candidate
with “On the Milky Road” starring Monica Bellucci as is another
past winner, Romania’s Cristian Mungiu with “Family Photos”. But
there were questions over whether “I, Daniel Blake”, the latest
film from Cannes favourite, Briton Ken Loach-about welfare cuts
hurting vulnerable families-will make the final cut.

Cannes’ traditionally strong Asian presence is likely to be led
by Japan’s Hirokazu Kore-Eda with “After the Storm”, Kiyoshi
Kurosawa’s “The Woman in the Silver Plate” and South Korean
Park Chan-Wook’s “The Handmaid”. “Showgirls” director Paul
Verhoeven may mark his comeback with “Elle” with French
actress Isabelle Huppert in the lead, with the Mexican director
Amal Escalante’s “The Untamed” and Chilean film “Neruda” by
Pablo Larrain also being talked up. — AFP

Spielberg, Foster and Penn likely
to feature in Cannes line-up

File photo shows The Weeknd appears at the 58th annual
Grammy Awards in Los Angeles. — AP

File photo shows Justin Bieber performs during his
‘Purpose World Tour’ in Los Angeles.

From the bodacious bodies of “Baywatch” to the literary cre-
dentials of August Wilson’s “Fences,” Paramount Pictures
has a diverse slate of films on its schedule. The studio

teased some upcoming properties Monday at CinemaCon, kick-
ing off the annual gathering of theater owners and exhibitors,
with stars, footage, and some announcements. Paramount con-
firmed that Denzel Washington and Viola Davis will reprise their
Tony-winning roles in a big screen adaptation of “Fences,” which
Washington will direct.

Audiences also saw some comedic, self-referential footage
from the “Baywatch” movie starring Dwayne Johnson and Zac
Efron, scheduled for release next year. Johnson, Efron, and co-

star Alexandra Daddario teased the film in a video message
bedecked in the signature red bathing suits. Stars present at the
conference included Megan Fox and Will Arnett who took the
stage to hype “Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of the
Shadows,” which comes out on June 3, while Jack Huston was
there to tout the Aug. 19, 3D release of the “Ben-Hur” remake.
Jeremy Renner and Amy Adams also showed footage from their
upcoming sci-fi drama “Story of Your Life” from “Sicario” director
Denis Villeneuve. The film follows a linguist (Adams) who is
called upon to interpret the language of an alien species that
have landed on earth.

“There’s not enough cinema in Hollywood where we have a

strong, intelligent, badass female lead. That’s why I did it,” Renner
said - a moment of life in an otherwise flat presentation. Tom
Cruise, who last year wowed the exhibitor audience with his
tales of practical stunts in “Mission: Impossible - Rogue Nation”
addressed the conference this year in video message from
London. Cruise said the next “Mission: Impossible” film will start
shooting this fall, but first previewed “Jack Reacher: Never Go
Back,” which Ed Zwick, who directed Cruise in “The Last Samurai,”
is directing. Later, “Star Wars: The Force Awakens” director JJ
Abrams accepted a showman of the year award. On stage,
Abrams, a backer of the controversial Screening Room, made a
plea for the exhibitors to be “thoughtful partners in the evolu-

tion of this medium.” “We have to adapt. We have to meet that
challenge with creative solutions and not fear,” Abrams said. “To
me there is nothing better than going to the movies and there
never will be.” Despite having Abrams and “Star Trek Beyond”
writer and star on hand, Paramount mysteriously did not pre-
view any footage from the Justin Lin-directed film which hits
theaters this summer. Abrams, a producer, only said that it is
“looking like the most thrilling ‘Star Trek’ yet.” CinemaCon runs
through Thursday. — AP

Paramount teases ‘Baywatch,’ confirms ‘Fences’ at CinemaCon

Will Arnett, left, and Megan Fox, cast members in the upcoming film ‘Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles: Out of the Shadows,’ open up a pizza onstage. — AP photos

Megan Fox, left, and Will Arnett, cast members in the upcoming film
‘Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of the Shadows,’ take the stage
during the Paramount Pictures presentation at CinemaCon 2016.

Amy Adams, left, and Jeremy Renner, cast members in the upcoming film
“Story of Your Life,” share a dance as they arrive onstage.

Paramount Pictures has given an awards season release
date of Nov. 23 for “Allied,” Brad Pitt’s World War II
romantic triller. “Allied,” produced by GK Films, also stars

Marion Cotillard and is directed by Robert Zemeckis. The film
is shooting in London, with production also taking place in
the Canary Islands. Zameckis is directing from a script by
Steven Knight (“The Hundred-Foot Journey”). Graham King,
who won an Oscar for “The Departed,” is producing with
Zemeckis, and Steve Starkey.

Denis O’Sullivan, Jack Rapke (“Flight”),” Jackie Levine,
Patrick McCormick and Knight are serving as executive pro-
ducers. Pitt is portraying an intelligence officer in 1942 North
Africa who encounters a French Resistance fighter, played by
Cotillard, on a deadly mission behind enemy lines. Reunited in
London, their relationship is threatened by the extreme pres-
sures of the war. Joining Pitt and Cotillard are Jared Harris,
Lizzy Caplan (“Masters of Sex”) and Matthew Goode of
“Downton Abbey.” Paramount had not previously announced

the title or release date of the Pitt-Cotillard project. The studio
also announced it will release “Florence Foster Jenkins” star-
ring Meryl Streep as a delusional opera singer, on Aug. 12.
Stephen Frears directs from a script by Nicholas Martin. The
studio has also moved “Ben-Hur” remake back a week to Aug
19.—Reuters

Pitt’s World War II movie
‘Allied’ set for Nov 23 release

Brad Pitt



By Ben Garcia 

Aprofessional photographer from Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA) won this year’s Kuwait Times photo competition.
Gazi Qallaf, 55, took home a Canon EoS 70D camera, Canon

EF-S 18-200 mm, a camera bag and an economy Kuwait-Dubai-
Kuwait air ticket at a ceremony hosted by Holiday Inn, Salmiya on
Sunday evening. The winning picture is a powerful image of three
children wearing national dress walking past an old dhow, which
he captured during the annual ‘dasha’ ceremony at the Kuwait Sea
Club last year. 

Palestinian folkloric group
The photo competition ‘Kuwait in our Eyes’ is the biggest in

Kuwait, and photographers who previously participated and won
are now part of various local and international companies world-
wide. Some of their photos have appeared in and recognized by
international photo competitions as well. 

The event was held under the generous sponsorship of Zain,
Burgan Bank, Canon Al-Sayer and Albumii in cooperation with Al-
Anbaa newspaper and Smartdots. A performance by a famous
Palestinian folkloric group received the loudest applause by the
thrilled audience which included Mohammad Amira, Albumii
Managing Director, Nabil Iskandarani, Canon Al-Sayer General
Manager and Ahmad Al-Takrit, representative of Zain. 

Gazi has been a photographer in Kuwait since the 1970s. In the
1980s, he worked at Kuwait Times before moving to other Arabic
dailies, later landing a job in KUNA as its official photographer. “I
am really happy to bag this year’s grand prize - it’s like winning a
world title. I’ve been participating in many contests here and
abroad and I win sometimes, but this one is big. My objective is
not always to win, but gain more experience and be more profes-
sional in the job I am in,” he said. Last year, Qallaf came in fourth
place. He has three grown children in Jordan.  

A communication engineer at the ministry of defense, Jesusito
Arcia from the Philippines won the second prize, taking home a
Canon EoS-2.8 USM camera, camera bag and an economy Kuwait-
Dubai-Kuwait ticket. For Arcia, taking photographs of anything
under the sun helps him cope with homesickness. “I started taking
photographs when I was in Saudi Arabia. I missed the Philippines
with it greenery and people, so to cope with my longing, I bought
a camera and photograph whatever I see. I also go to remote
places to take photos, to the desert, in the inner cities, etc. This has
become a very expensive hobby for me, so I thought of participat-
ing in contests. Last year I got a special mention and prizes, this
year I’m second, so am really happy about it,” he said. Arcia’s win-
ning photograph is an image of Kuwait Towers with silhouettes of
people taking photographs in front of it.  

The third prize was bagged by Kuwaiti retired government
employee Mufleh Al-Hajri. He took a photograph of the Liberation
Tower in Kuwait City during twilight, which appeared to be more
colorful than usual. “Now I am retired but am enjoying life. I like to
take photos of Kuwait. I’ve been doing this for some time now, in
fact I have many old photographs and I keep them in the drawer
to show my grandchildren. I love freezing time and going back to
it once I have time,” he said. 

Building societies
On behalf of Kuwait Times Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-

Alyan, Kuwait Times Deputy General Manager Adnan Saad
thanked the participants as well as the generous sponsors and
guests who graced the occasion. “We at Kuwait Times strongly
believe in the significance of communal activities’ role in building
societies, and are committed to contribute in boosting public
awareness and work on supporting and spreading culture and
awareness in all social sectors,” he said. 

“The 10th photography contest aimed at promoting and
developing the art of photography in Kuwait by attracting many
photography lovers and taking care of talented ones and support-
ing professional and amateur photographers through holding
and organizing forums and personal and group exhibitions at

home and abroad to exchange expertise. The competition also
seeks to own and publish the participating works in general,” he
added.  

The Kuwait Times Photography Competition is one of the most
important ones held in Kuwait, receiving entries from various
schools and displaying artistic photography techniques of both
professional and amateur photographers. According to the jury
committee, over 725 participants took part this year with a total of
2,125 entries, which made it hard for the jury to select the winners
according to the photo topic, purpose and technique used, pro-
vided all entries fully observed the competition rules.  

“The large number of participants and entries has had its pros
and cons. A large number of entries were disqualified by the jury

for not following the competition rules - the photographer has to
know the subject/topic and based on that you shoot your images,”
Saad said. “Many photos were disqualified because they were not
related to the topic. They are beautiful but we have to reject them,”
he said. 

Positive role
In order to win any competition, one has to fully study the

theme, assimilate the idea and capture certain decisive moments
in our lives, which are not spontaneous.  “They exist in our life on a
daily basis, and by the time we press the button on our cameras,
our intuition will have already locked and captured those
moments in our hearts and vision before we visualize the whole

image live and in full detail. The real image is definitely one that
speaks for itself, where a photographer’s role is not limited to tak-
ing the shot but rather practicing a form of art expression,” Saad
pointed out.  

“We also thank all companies and establishments who
believed in our initiative -Zain,  Burgan Bank, Canon and Smart
Dots, Al-Anbaa and Albumii.  We also thank Holiday Inn Salmiya
for hosting this ceremony and look forward to more future sup-
port and cooperation for the greater good. Finally and Al-Anbaa
for the positive role they played in supporting us side by side with
other local media and advertising agencies,” Adnan concluded. 
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Sponsored by Zain and Burgan Bank, in cooperation with 
Canon, Albumii, Al-Anbaa and Smartdots, hosted at Holiday Inn

‘Kuwait in our eyes 2016’: The biggest photo competition in Kuwait

Gazi Qaffaf , first winner.

Jesuslito Arcia, second winner.

Assaad Abdulla, fourth winner. Shifimon, fifth winner.

Mohammed  Sayed Al-Awdi, runner up.
Joel Santos, sixth winner.

Mufleh Al-Hajri, third winner.

Group photo shows the winners. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat and Joseph Shagraa

1st
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3rd

5th



WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13, 2016

l if e s t y l e
A w a r d s

Saoud  Khalaf Salem, runner up. Jaber  Abed Al-khaleq, runner up.

Saleh Taqi’s photograph, runner up.

First winner
Gazi Qaffaf 

Second winner
Jesuslito Arcia

Third winner
Mufleh Al-Hajri

Fourth winner
Asaad Abdulla 

Fifth Winner
Shifimon

Sixth winner
Joel Santos

Runner up
Mohammed Sayed  Al-Awadi

Runner up
Saoud Khalaf Salem

Runner up
Saleh Taqi

Runner Up
Jaber Abedalkhaleq

(From left) Adnan Saad, Kuwait Times Deputy General Manager, Nabil Iskandarani, Canon
Al-Sayer General Manager and Ahamad Al-Takrit, representative of Zain honoring
Mohammad Amira , Albumii  Managing Director at the event. 

(From left) Adnan Saad, Kuwait Times Deputy General Manager, Ahamad Al-Takrit, repre-
sentative of Zain, Shireen Manofi, Holiday Inn Director of Marketing is honored by Nabil
Iskandarani, Canon Al-Sayer General Manager and Mohammad Amira, Albumii
Managing Director at the event.

A group photo shows the winners with the sponsors.

Adnan Saad, Kuwait Times Deputy General
Manager giving a speech on stage.

Ayman Al-Sharaa, Al- Sanabel Al-Thahabeyah
Sales Manager presents a gift to Shireen Manofi,
Holiday Inn Director of Marketing at the event.

(From left) Mohammad Amira , Albumii  Managing Director, Adnan Saad, Kuwait
Times Deputy General Manager and Ahamad Al-Takrit, representative of Zain is
being honored by Shireen Manofi, Holiday Inn Director of Marketing and Nabil
Iskandarani, Canon Al-Sayer General Manager at the event.

Representatives of Zain are being honored by Maged Al-Taamari, The
Palestinian Folkloric Group Director. 

(Second left) Adnan Saad, Kuwait Times Deputy General Manager posing with
representatives of Zain at the event.

Jinse Jos,  Kuwait Times Marketing PR executive present-
ing a present during a raffle at the event.

Group photo shows the participants at the event.

Palestinian folkloric group performs at the event.

(From left) Adnan Saad, Kuwait Times Deputy General Manager , Shireen Manofi,
Holiday Inn Director of Marketing and Ahamad Al-Takrit, representative of Zain hon-
oring Ali Hayder, Smartdots General Manager, Mohammad Amira , Albumii  Managing
Director and Nabil Iskandarani, Canon Al-Sayer General Manager at the event.

(From left) Adnan Saad, Kuwait Times Deputy General Manager ,
Nabil Iskandarani and Ahamad Al-Takrit, representative of Zain
being honoring Mohammad Amira , Albumii  Managing Director,
Canon Al-Sayer General Manager at the event.

(From left) Adnan Saad, Kuwait Times Deputy General Manager , Ahamad Al-
Takrit, representative of Zain, Jack Winiak, one of the juries, Nabil Iskandarani,
Canon Al-Sayer General Manager and Mohammad Amira , Albumii  Managing
Director at the event. 
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Palestinian university professor Atef Salama (left) stands at his house, a 430-year-old Levantine-style palace in Gaza City. — AFP photos

Atef Salama stands at his house.

The daughter of Palestinian university professor Atef Salama stands
at their house.

Atef Salama sits in the library at his house.

Asurprise  awaits beyond a black door adorned
with a silver lotus flower at the end of a tangle of
alleyways in Gaza’s chaotic Old City. Through it

and behind imposing stone walls sits a small, Levantine-
style palace, some 430 years old and recently painstak-
ingly restored. It is among the rare vestiges of Gaza City’s
architectural heritage, battered by war, time, population
pressure and simple indifference. The palace that had
been missing part of its roof and located in what had
been the Old City’s Christian quarter was rescued by a
46-year-old university professor.

Less than a year ago, the professor, Atef Salama,
decided to take action. His wife Kawtar said the idea was
“kind of crazy.” But the house has now been given a sec-
ond life, unlike others around it.  Salama spent lots of his
savings to make it happen-an amount he preferred not
to discuss. “People didn’t say it to our face, but we could
tell they were thinking ‘either they’re crazy or they were
scammed’,” said Kawtar while receiving guests in her liv-
ing room with ochre stone walls. Nearby sits a decrepit
church. A traditional house across the street has crum-
bled and is overgrown with weeds.

One of world’s oldest cities 
Other historic buildings have disappeared under new

construction in the small coastal enclave of some 1.8 mil-
lion people, run by Islamist movement Hamas and cut off
by an Israeli blockade and a closed border with Egypt. “In
Gaza, we like to have large families,” said Fadel Al-Otol, a

Gazan heritage specialist. “When children become par-
ents, they build another floor on top of the family house.
Either that or they leave the traditional house to move
into a new building.” It is especially worrisome in Gaza,
where the Egyptians, Romans, Byzantines and Ottomans
have all ruled at various times, among others.

Its port on the eastern shores of the Mediterranean
has served as a crossroads. “Gaza is one of the oldest
cities in the world,” said Otol. “Remnants dating back to
3,500 BC along with traces of all eras since then can be
found there.” Otol wants to see what remains of those
civilizations preserved to give Gazans a sense of their his-
tory. “Without the past, we have no future, so we want to
show young people what Gaza has been,” he said.

“They are delighted to discover that once upon a time
Gaza was rich.” One site he encourages visits to is the
ruins of the ancient Saint Hilarion monastery, one of the
oldest in the region and located south of Gaza City.
School children regularly visit the wooden passageways
at the site installed by UNESCO, but a long-term commit-
ment is needed to maintain it.

Test of time 
That’s a tall order in the Gaza Strip, with the coastal

enclave battered by wars with Israel, two Palestinian
intifadas and a conflict between Hamas and the
Palestinian Authority. When it is not bombs obliterating
the past, it is intra-Palestinian fighting or neglect. In one
example, the whereabouts of a bronze statue of Apollo

discovered in 2013 are unclear. Earlier this month, what is
thought to be the remains of a Byzantine-era church
were uncovered during a construction project to build a
shopping Centre in central Gaza City.

The ministry of antiquities sought to stop the work
that had moved marble columns discovered in the sand,
with at least one broken in the process. A dispute broke
out between the ministry of Islamic affairs, which owns
the land and wanted the work to move ahead, and
Palestinian Christian leaders who argued that the site
would be treated differently if it housed an ancient
mosque. Otol said that with humanitarian needs so great
in Gaza, preservation concerns have been set aside. “All
efforts are focused on the reconstruction of destroyed
infrastructure and houses,” he said.

As a result, Gazans must depend on international
institutions such as UNESCO or private initiatives, like
that of the Salama family. Salama said his project aimed
to “mix modernity and tradition, while preserving our
heritage.” Such Levantine houses once stood from Syria
and Lebanon to ancient Palestine, said Salama. It
includes an “iwan,” a traditional space with three walls
opening onto a courtyard housing a fountain, a well and
a reservoir. Salama says it has survived the test of time-
unlike the new buildings surrounding them. “A house like
this has lived for 1,000 years, unlike new apartments-just
cardboard boxes.”— AFP

Gaza’s architectual heritage
fades, but one man resists

The daughter of Palestinian university professor Atef Salama stands
at their house.

Palestinian university professor Atef Salama (right) stands at his
house.

Palestinian university professor Atef Salama stands at his house. Fadel Al-Otol, a Gazan heritage specialist, stands on the ruins of the ancient Saint Hilarion monastery in Al-Zawayda, south of Gaza City.

Atef Salama stands at his house. Palestinian university professor Atef Salama stands at his house.
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