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Dispute over 
community
garden in 
Shuwaikh
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Ronaldo treble 
leads Real to 
comeback win, 
City beat PSG

Erdogan hosts 
Saudi king 
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flourishing ties

Commerce minister’s grilling 
ends with recommendations

Assembly strips MP Dashti’s immunity again
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The grilling of Commerce and Industry
Minister Yousef Al-Ali by MPs Ahmad Al-Qudhaibi and
Mubarak Al-Harees ended yesterday with only recom-
mendations, like previous grillings. The grilling was
based on allegations that the minister, appointed sever-
al months ago, violated the law in awarding state-
owned industrial plots for the production of gravel and
also failed to activate a national fund for small and
medium enterprises for young Kuwaitis.

MP Qudhaibi showed documents indicating that the
minister twisted the law to keep at least five large
industrial plots in the hands of people who violated the
law and failed to utilize the plots within the stipulated
duration. The minister strongly denied the allegations,
saying that on the contrary he regulated and organized
the sector and stopped violations. He also insisted that
he applied the law on the sector and safeguarded
national interests. The minister also said that he organ-
ized the Public Industrial Authority, which supervises
providing state-owned plots for industrial use.

MP Harees accused the minister of failing to activate
the small and medium enterprises fund although it was
established almost three years ago and its charter was
issued last October. He said by leaving the fund inactive,
the minister harmed the interests of young Kuwaitis
who need financial assistance to start their own proj-
ects. The minister said that after issuing its by-laws, the
fund needed time to appoint staff and start functioning
after overcoming a number of hurdles.
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BERCK-SUR-MER, France: People fly a kite in the shape of the Kuwaiti flag during the 30th International
Kite Festival in this town in northern France yesterday.  — AFP 

KUWAIT: MPs and ministers vote to drop the immu-
nity of MP Abdulhameed Dashti during a parliament
session at the National Assembly yesterday. —
Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat


