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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Chairman of Board of Commissioners of Kuwait Capital
Markets Authority Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf, along with chairman and board members of Kuwait Stock Exchange Company. 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with
Lebanese Ambassador Khoder Afif Halwi. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah wel-
comed in his office at Bayan Palace yester-
day Chairman of the Board of
Commissioners of Kuwait Capital Markets
Authority (CMA) Dr Nayef Falah Al-Hajraf.

Dr Hajraf was accompanied with chair-
man and board members of Kuwait Stock
Exchange Company. They laid out the steps
leading to the establishment of the compa-
ny which will by April 25 of this year official-
ly manage the stock market with the ambi-
tion of moving the market up to interna-
tional standards. Deputy Minister of Amiri
Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah
attended the meeting.

Later, Dr Hajraf and his delegation met
with His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, who
hoped that the new company would con-
tribute to upgrading the efficiency, per-
formance and capability of the market and
protect investors. His Highness the Crown
Prince’s Protocol Chief Sheikh Mubarak
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah
attended the meeting.

Meanwhile,  His Highness the Amir
received the outgoing Lebanese
Ambassador Khoder Afif  Halwi on the
occasion of ending his tenure.  His
Highness the Amir also received His
Highness the Crown Prince and His
Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah. In the meantime, His
Highness the Crown Prince received His
Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad, as
well as Saleh Al-Fadhalah, the Executive
Chairman of the Central  Agency for
Remedying Illegal Residents’ Status.

Also yesterday, His Highness the Crown
Prince met in his office at Bayan Palace with
a number of dignitaries who authored dis-
sertations and books. Dr Shaikha Al-Sanad
gifted His Highness the Crown Prince with a
copy of her dissertation on sustainable
development. Furthermore, Dr Nashmi Al-
Dhafiri gifted His Highness the Crown Prince
with a copy of his dissertation on environ-
mental responsibility. Meanwhile, journalist
Thua’ar Al-Rashidi gifted His Highness the
Crown Prince with a copy of his book on
articles he had published. — KUNA

Amir meets CMA Chairman, outgoing Lebanese envoy

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets with Saleh Al-Fadhalah, the Executive Chairman of
the Central Agency for Remedying Illegal Residents’ Status.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets with journalist Thua’ar Al-Rashidi.

ISTANBUL: Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah is pictured with Muslim countries’ foreign minis-
ters ahead of a preparatory meeting for the 13th Session of the Islamic Summit Conference. — KUNA

Amir leaves today
for Islamic Summit

OIC FMs prepare for conference
KUWAIT/ISTANBUL: His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah and his accompanying dele-
gation leave today for Turkey to head
Kuwait’s delegation participating in
the 13th Session of the Islamic
Summit Conference.

Muslim countries’ foreign ministers
yesterday started a preparatory meet-
ing for the conference to be held in
Istanbul tomorrow. In his opening
speech at the event, Egyptian
Assistant Foreign Minister for
Multilateral Affairs and International
Security Hisham Badr said he was
pleased with the completion of the
OIC-2025 Program of Action, estab-
lished by the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC), to develop joint-
Islamic labor in different fields for the

next ten years. Since Egypt’s chairing
of the last session of the conference,
the threat of terrorism has grown in
the Muslim World, he noted. The offi-
cial also mentioned Egypt’s efforts to
counter religious extremism and fight
terrorist groups in cooperation with
other Islamic states. Meanwhile, he
called on Muslim governments to take
strict measures against those encour-
aging terrorism through the internet
and media. Moreover, Badr added that
Egypt has been exerting efforts, in
coordination with OIC members, to
attract further international support
for Palestine against the violations of
Israeli settlement policies.

Rising tension
OIC’s Secretary General Iyad

Madani noted meanwhile that the
Islamic world is currently facing rising
tension and clashes caused by reli-
gious extremism. The official hoped
the OIC would fully execute the 2025
program to resolve such issues.

In the same context, Turkish
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu,
whose country is chairing the current
session, said this year’s conference is
themed “Unity and Solidarity for
Justice and Peace”, since the world is
lacking security and peace in the light
of the growing conflict everywhere.
The Turkish foreign minister also
called for achieving a political transi-
tion in Syria to end the suffering of
those affected by the ongoing war in
the country and also in neighboring
countries. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s hosting of peace talks
between Yemeni adversaries on April 18 is
seen as the latest bid to end the five-year
conflict that swept through the country at
the southern end of the Arabian
Peninsula. A timeline highlighting major
events since the eruption of the conflict in
January 2011 is hereby displayed below.

On January 27, 2011, inspired by the
Tunisian and Egyptian protests earlier in
the month, Yemenis took to the streets
against then President Ali Abdullah Saleh,
who has been ruling the country for over
30 years. Saleh pledged not to extend his
presidency in 2013 or to hand over to his
son, Ahmad.

On February 11, 2011, student protests
resumed, hence coining the movement
the ‘February 11th Revolution.’ Instability
continued throughout March of the same
year, and turned bloody on the 18th, with
52 people killed by security forces during
protests. On June 3, 2011, and after
months of mounting protests, President
Saleh was injured in a rocket attack and
flown to Saudi Arabia, returning home in

September. On November 23, 2011,
President Saleh agreed to hand over pow-
er to his deputy, Abd Rabbuh Mansour
Hadi. A Unity government including
prime minister from opposition formed.

From February 2012 onwards, Hadi
was inaugurated as president after uncon-
tested elections, Defense Minister
Mohammad Nassir Ahmad survived a car
bomb attack in Sanaa that killed 11 peo-
ple, a day after local Al-Qaeda deputy
head Said Al-Shihri was reportedly dead in
the south. Instability and violence carried
on throughout 2013 as well. On January
25, 2014, as the National Dialogue
Conference winds up after 10 months of
deliberation, agreeing a document on
which the new constitution will be based.
Nevertheless, the Northern rebels, known
as Houthis or Ansar Allah (Partisans of
God), managed to take control of Sanaa
on September 21, 2014 with the support
of former president Saleh. In January
2015, Houthis rejected a draft constitution
proposed by the government and in
February appoint a presidential council to

replace President Hadi, who fled to Aden
southern stronghold.

In March 2015, the so-called Islamic
State (IS) carried out its first major attack
in Yemen - two suicide bombings target-
ing Shia mosques in Sanaa, in which 137
people were killed, while Houthi rebels
start to advance towards southern Yemen.
On March 25, Saudi-led coalition of Gulf
Arab states launched airstrikes against
Houthi targets and imposed a naval
blockade as demanded by President Hadi.
The airstrikes, named Operation Decisive
Storm lasted until April 21, 2015.

In September 2015, President Hadi
returned to Aden after Saudi-backed gov-
ernment forces recaptured the port city
from Houthi forces and launched advance
on Aden. In March 2016, UN envoy to
Yemen Ismail Ould Sheikh Ahmad
announced that all parties agreed on ces-
sation of hostilities starting April 10 and
peace talks resume in Kuwait on April 18.
In this context, the world community
voiced optimism that such moves would
help end the conflict in Yemen. — KUNA

Kuwait peace talks: Latest
bid to end Yemeni conflict

KUWAIT: The forthcoming UN-launched
World Humanitarian Summit (WHS), due
in Istanbul, Turkey, on May 23-24, will be a
“starting process” by the international
organization to solicit serious commit-
ments from members states for aiding
people afflicted with crises or catastro-
phes particularly those who need urgent
help, the visiting WHS Spokesperson said
yesterday. The upcoming summit “will be
a starting process, to make people know
that it is time to change the work we do.
We are also seeking commitments from
the member states, NGOs and the private
sector,” Herve Verhoosel said in an exclu-
sive interview with Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA). “These commitments will not be
necessarily financial,” he said, explaining
that the UN would seek pledges to pro-
vide various facilities such as aid to deliver
medicines to stranded people, as well as
adherence to international laws. “In the
years later, we will track these commit-
ments,” Verhoosel said, affirming that the
UN would monitor adherence to the obli-
gations made during the forthcoming
summit. Bent on ensuring that issues to
be examined and discussed by the confer-
ees would be tackled seriously and accu-
rately, the summit will include round-
tables and sessions to debate the topics. 

Amir invited
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon is

personally involved in preparing for the
summit, he said, reiterating that the UN
chief has addressed an invitation to His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to attend it.

Ban is architect of the designations for
His Highness the Amir, the ‘Humanitarian
Leader,’ and the State of Kuwait, as the
‘Humanitarian Center.’ These two titles
have been granted to Kuwait in apprecia-
tion for its generous aid to peoples in
need round the world and after it hosted
three international conferences pledging

aid for the Syrian refugees. “Kuwait is a
very important partner to the UN,” the
summit spokesperson said, when asked
about the nature of his visit to the country,
also noting that it will be the first time the
UN organizes a summit-level convention
for humanitarian purposes. Asked whether
Kuwaiti NGOs and charities have been
invited, he said, “yes.”

He stressed that the UN believes it is
high time to hold such a summit consider-
ing the mushrooming crises and catastro-
phes worldwide, noting that 2.1 million
Syrian children are not receiving educa-
tion. In Yemen, a total of 14 million people
are in need for urgent life-saving assis-
tance; 80 percent of the population who
need such help, he added.

125 million
Verhoosel, accompanied by ranking

UN personnel, held talks with KUNA’s chief
editor who welcomed the eminent
guests, stressing on desire to enhance
cooperation between KUNA and interna-
tional agencies. He also underscored sig-

nificance of the upcoming humanitarian
summit. The UN has been motivated to
hold such a gathering due to the stagger-
ing number of people affected by crises
and conflicts worldwide, hitting 125 mil-
lion. The summit is due to be attended by
the UN chief, the Turkish president and
5,000 representatives of states, govern-
ments, NGOs, crises-hit communities and
academics. It aims to affirm “shared com-
mitment to humanity, generate global
leadership and political will to end con-
flicts, alleviate suffering and reduce risks,
agree on concrete action to prepare and
respond to crises.Ban by holding the sum-
mit is seeking to call for placing humanity
at core of global decision making. The
State of Kuwait had been repeatedly
praised by international quarters for hon-
oring financial commitments to aid peo-
ple in crises. According to an official report
issued by Kuwait Foreign Ministry, on
March 28, Kuwait provided more than KD
11 billion to stricken nations between
1990, the year it witnessed the Iraqi
aggression, and 2014. —KUNA

UN seeks serious commitments
at humanitarian summit: Spokesperson

KUWAIT: World Humanitarian Summit (WHS) Spokesperson Herve
Verhoosel speaks during his meeting with KUNA officials. — KUNA

WHO hails Kuwait’s humanitarian role
GENEVA: The World Health Organization (WHO)
hailed the support of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for
the organization’s humanitarian projects.
“Kuwait is among the top providers for Syrians
inside and outside of Syria, contributing to the
organization’s efforts to deliver life-saving medi-
cines to those in need,” WHO’s Director General
Margaret Chan said during a meeting with
Kuwait ’s permanent delegate to the UN
Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim yesterday.

She added that Kuwait had also contributed
to WHO’s humanitarian programs in Yemen, Iraq
and Palestine, as well as the project to fight the
Ebola virus in West Africa. Meanwhile,
Ambassador Ghunaim noted that the meeting
also discussed boosting cooperation between
the two sides and the agenda of the organiza-
tion’s General Assembly to be held from May 23
to 28. —KUNA

GENEVA: The World Health Organization’s (WHO) Director
General Margaret Chan meets with Kuwait’s permanent delegate
to the UN Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim. — KUNA


