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Ali said that the fund has already awarded 59 proj-
ects worth over KD 2 million, but the minister insisted
that he will refuse to use the fund merely as a vehicle to
finance projects, but also encourage youth to establish
and run their projects.

During the debate of the grilling, some MPs exchanged
harsh words and traded accusations of stealing public
funds. At the end of the grilling, the two lawmakers failed
to gather the signature of 10 MPs to file a no-confidence
motion, but presented a number of non-binding recom-
mendations, which the Assembly accepted.

The recommendations called on the minister to
apply the law regarding awarding industrial plots for
the production of gravel and also for other purposes.
The recommendations call on the minister to provide
more industrial plots to young Kuwaitis to allow them
to establish their projects and urge the minister to
restructure the Public Industrial Authority. They also

called for preparing a report on the issues in the grilling
every six months. Because the Assembly debated the
grilling, it was decided to discuss proposals to raise
electricity charges today amid strong opposition from a
large number of lawmakers. Some lawmakers want that
Kuwaiti citizens should not be harmed in any way, while
others want Kuwaiti households that consume under
12,000 kilowatts per month to continue to pay the cur-
rent price of 2 fils per kilowatt, while the increase
should apply to higher consumers.

Meanwhile, the Assembly overwhelmingly agreed to
lift the immunity of MP Abdulhameed Dashti for the
public prosecution to interrogate him on charges of
insulting GCC states. The immunity of Dashti, who is
currently outside Kuwait, has been lifted several times
for several court cases, mainly over insulting Saudi
Arabia and Bahrain. The lawmaker has failed to attend
four sessions and legal experts say the Assembly can
revoke his membership if he does not attend five con-
secutive sessions.

Commerce minister’s grilling ends with...

TEHRAN: Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei (right) meets Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi
(center) and Iranian President Hassan Rouhani yesterday. — AFP 

TEHRAN: Italy’s prime minister looked to restore his coun-
try’s economic clout in Iran yesterday as he became the
highest-ranking European leader to visit Tehran since its
nuclear deal with world powers. Accompanied by a 250-
member delegation, Matteo Renzi began a two-day trip
aimed at rebuilding ties that before sanctions had seen
Italy ranked as the Islamic republic’s top European trading
partner. A deal to build two high speed rail lines was
among projects announced.

After an official welcoming ceremony Renzi held talks
with President Hassan Rouhani, who visited Rome in
January days after sanctions were lifted under the nuclear
accord. “Italy has a special place among Iranians. Its compa-
nies and its industry are appreciated here,” Rouhani said at
a joint press conference after signing provisional agree-
ments on energy, tourism and infrastructure. “Italy is at the
forefront among EU countries wanting to develop relations
with Iran,” he added.

Annual trade between Iran and Italy - a member of
the G7 group of leading industrialized nations - once
peaked at about $8 billion. A decade of nuclear-related
sanctions has seen the figure plummet to $1.8 billion.
When Rouhani visited Rome the two countries agreed
initial terms on long-term contracts that could be valued
as high as $19.4 billion, including deals in the oil, trans-
port and shipping sectors.

Iran has said it wants European help to modernize and
expand its rail, road and air networks, as well as seeking
investment to boost its manufacturing base, notably in the
automobile industry. All were severely damaged by sanc-
tions. Yesterday’s rail agreement between Italy’s state rail-
ways and its Iranian counterpart will see a new line built
between Tehran and Hamedan, in the northwest of the

Islamic republic. A second line between Qom, south of
Tehran, to Arak in the north will also be constructed. No
details on the value of the agreement or the date of com-
pletion were immediately given.

Charm Offensive 
When Rouhani was in Rome he talked of rebuilding a

relationship between “two superpowers of beauty and cul-
ture” that dates back to the days of the ancient Roman and
Persian empires. Renzi has spoken of plans for cultural and
academic exchanges. Rouhani’s visit to Rome however also
prompted criticism that Renzi’s government was going too
far in its efforts to charm Iran’s theocratic rulers. It emerged
just after Rouhani had left Italy that ancient nude statues in
the capital’s City Hall had been covered up by wooden box-
es to spare the Iranian president any possible embarrass-
ment.

The diplomatic niceties also extended to ensuring that
no alcohol was served at any of the official meals during
Rouhani’s stay - a gesture France was not prepared to
make, meaning plans for a state banquet had to be
scrapped in Paris. The rapprochement has been possible
because of the nuclear deal which Iran and six powers -
Britain, China, France, Russia and the United States plus
Germany - struck last July after more than two years of
negotiations.

The accord was implemented in January with sanctions
being lifted in exchange for curbs lasting at least a decade
on the Islamic republic’s nuclear program. Iran has always
denied Western allegations that it sought to develop an
atomic bomb, insisting that its atomic activities are for
peaceful energy development and medical research pur-
poses. — AFP 

Italy PM in Iran in push to 
win back economic clout
Potentially huge business deals signed

PARIS: People take pictures yesterday of a painting titled “Judith cutting off the head of Holofernes”, pre-
sented as being painted by Italian artist Caravaggio (1571-1610). — AFP 

PARIS: A painting stumbled upon in the attic of a house
in France is an authentic work by Italian Renaissance
master Caravaggio and could be worth up to €120 mil-
lion, experts said yesterday. The owners of the house
near the southwestern city of Toulouse discovered the
dramatic 400-year-old painting when they went to fix a
leak in the ceiling.

The large canvas of the beheading of General
Holofernes by Judith from the apocryphal biblical Book
of Judith is in remarkably good condition, and was
painted between 1600 and 1610, specialists believe.
Expert Eric Turquin said it could be worth as much as
€120 million ($137 million), describing the painting as
having “the light, the energy typical of Caravaggio,
without mistakes, done with a sure hand and a pictorial
style that makes it authentic”. 

While other specialists have questioned its prove-
nance, Turquin got the backing of a top Caravaggio spe-
cialist, Nicola Spinosa, former director of a prestigious
Naples museum. In an expert assessment seen by AFP,
Spinosa wrote: “One has to recognize the canvas in
question as a true original of the Lombard master,
almost certainly identifiable, even if we do not have any
tangible or irrefutable proof.”

Turquin told reporters that Caravaggio may have
painted the gruesome scene, which also features a hag-
gard old lady with goiters, in Naples while he was on
the run from a murder charge in Rome. He had earlier
painted a different version there, which now hangs in
the National Gallery of Ancient Art in the Italian capital.

The French culture minister has slapped an export ban
on the canvas, found near Toulouse in April 2014, after
experts from the Louvre museum in Paris spent three
weeks studying it. The ministry said the painting should
stay on French soil “as a very important Caravaggian
landmark, the history and attribution of which are still
to be fully investigated”. 

Marc Labarbe, the auctioneer called in by the family
who discovered the painting, said it had been damaged
by a previous leak. He said the family had the painting
since at least the middle of the 19th century and it may
have been brought back from Spain by an ancestor who
served under Napoleon there. “It probably was left in
the attic because of its particularly violent content,
which would not have been easy to hang in a bedroom
or living room,” he added.

Turquin admitted “some serious” art historians “had
attributed the work to (Louis) Finson”, a Flemish
painter and disciple of Caravaggio who died in 1617.
The French art newspaper Le Quotidien de l’Art quot-
ed another expert on the artist, Mina Gregori, as say-
ing that it was “not an original” although she recog-
nized the “undeniable quality of the work”. If the paint-
ing - which measures 144 cm by 175 cm is confirmed
as an original, it will have been the biggest such dis-
covery since another Caravaggio was discovered in
Dublin in the early 1990s. “The Taking of Christ” had
been hanging in the dining room of a Jesuit residence
in the Irish capital since the 1930s, having long been
considered a copy. — AFP 

‘Authentic’ Caravaggio 
found in French attic

The sun sets as a Pakistani vendor heads home carrying his unsold balloons in Lahore yesterday. — AP 


