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NEW ORLEANS: People across
Louisiana were trying Monday to
process the news that one of the Saints’
much-loved players, former defensive
end Will Smith, was shot in the back
Saturday night in what police called an
act of deadly road-rage.

Smith, 34, arrived in New Orleans in
2004 as a No. 1 draft pick and played
with such passion and power that he
quickly became a defensive captain. Off
the field, he won hearts in his adopted
city, which was devastated by Hurricane
Katrina in 2005 and rejuvenated when
the Saints won the Superbowl in 2009.

“I am telling you that this man loved
the city of New Orleans,” said Terrell
Haynes, who got to know Smith and his
wife Racquel through their work with
Kingsley House, an organization helping
underprivileged families and kids. “That’s
the part that is really disheartening, that
this man loved this city.”

Police said Cardell Hayes, a former
semi-pro football player, rear-ended
Smith’s Mercedes G63 with his Humvee
H2, pushing it into a Chevrolet Impala
carrying Smith’s acquaintances, before
Hayes opened fire.

A defense attorney for Hayes, John
Fuller, says there’s more to the story: He
said Hayes himself had been rear-ended
moments earlier by a hit-and-run driver,

and called 911 to describe the car he
was following before he ran into the
back of Smith’s Mercedes. It remains
unclear whether the car he was pursuing
was the Mercedes, the Impala or some
other unrelated car.

The two men - both big and impos-
ing - then angrily confronted each other
on Felicity Street  shortly before mid-
night. Moments later, witnesses heard
gunfire. Smith was killed by bullets in his
back and torso. His wife was wounded in
the leg.

Police arrived soon thereafter, hand-
cuffing Hayes. As paramedics wheeled
Racquel Smith  away on a stretcher, her
husband’s lifeless arm could be seen
above his steering wheel, his body
slumped partially outside his car.

Hayes, 28, was being held on $1 mil-
lion bond after police arrested him on a
charge of second-degree murder. He
was in court again Monday as arrange-
ments were made for a new lawyer to
eventually replace Fuller, who will soon
begin work as a temporary judge.
Prosecutors now have 60 days to decide
how to proceed.

Fuller insisted outside court Monday
that Hayes will be vindicated once the
full story emerges. Someone “besides
my client” was behaving in a threatening
manner, he said. “My client  has been pil-

loried, convicted and tried,” he added,
complaining about media coverage.

NO INFORMATION
Questions remain about what exactly

transpired that night. Police haven’t
released the accounts of Racquel Smith,
the passengers in the other cars, nor any
other witnesses. A police spokesman,
Tyler Gamble, said he had no immediate
information about the 911 call. The news
was hard to stomach for people who
had closely followed Smith’s career. The
Queens, New York native came to New
Orleans from Ohio State where he was
on the 2002 national championship
team, and quickly became a team leader,
Saints’ play-by-play announcer Jim
Henderson said Monday.

“He played with great leverage and
such great passion and such incredible
power that he was there for you day
after day after day, game after game,”
Henderson said. Smith created his share
of football highlights, particularly in the
2009 run to the Super Bowl, when he
had 13 regular-season sacks - fifth best
in the NFL that year. His postseason play
included an interception of a Kurt
Warner pass in a Saints playoff victory
over the Arizona Cardinals.

“He might do a little fist-bump or he
might take a look at his bicep after a

sack. But he wasn’t one to gloat on indi-
vidual statistics. He was a team leader,”
Henderson said.

LOCKER ROOM LEADER
Smith was preparing for his second

season when Hurricane Katrina devas-
tated New Orleans, southeast Louisiana
and the Mississippi Gulf Coast in 2005.
That season was dismal for the Saints.
The Superdome, initially a refuge for
thousands of people whose homes were
submerged, was badly damaged. Forced
to play the entire season on the road,
they went 3-13, and some speculated
the team might never return.

Local radio broadcaster and talk show
host Eric Asher says Smith became a
locker room leader after the storm, con-
vincing others that the 2006 season
under new coach Sean Payton and quar-
terback Drew Brees was about more
than getting more wins on the field.

“He had been in New Orleans before
the storm. He’d dealt with the aftermath
of the storm. He understood that foot-
ball was really secondary here - this was
about uplifting the entire region,” Asher
said. “He was always a guy who was a
leader on and off the field for this team.”

Those ties endured after Smith retired
from football. He continued to live in
suburban Kenner with his wife and three

children, coaching his son Wynter’s foot-
ball team while studying for a Masters’ in
Business Administration at the
University of Miami.

The Smiths also hosted a yearly
Christmas party and dinner, giving pres-
ents to families in need. Smith’s career
was not without controversy. He was at
the center of the NFL’s bounty probe in
2012, his last regular season. The league
concluded that he and fellow defensive
captain Jonathan Vilma helped run a
locker-room pool paying cash bonuses
for heavy and even injurious hits.

Smith successfully appealed a four-
game suspension, though Payton was
suspended the entire 2012 season. In
2011, Smith served a two-game suspen-
sion for using a weight-loss diuretic
banned by the league for masking
steroid use. And before that season
began, Smith was indicted on misde-
meanor charges of domestic abuse bat-
tery and public intoxication after officers
saw him grab his wife’s hair in an argu-
ment. Those charges were dismissed at
his wife’s request after Smith went
through counseling and  performed
community service. He also Smith also
wrote a letter of apology to the Lafayette
Police Department, a prosecutor said.
Funeral arrangements have not yet been
made public. — AP

City mourns Saints player as questions over death remain

MONACO: Britain’s Andy Murray serves the ball to France’s Pierre-Hugues Herbert during the Monte-Carlo ATP Masters Series Tournament, yes-
terday in Monaco.  — AFP 

MONTE CARLO: Roger Federer made a flawless
comeback after two and a half months away, as
the Swiss advanced over Guillermo Garcia-Lopez
6-3, 6-4 yesterday to power into the third round
of the Monte Carlo Masters.

The Swiss third seed showed no signs of a lay-
off after undergoing a knee operation on
February 3 and delaying his comeback by three
weeks due to a stomach illness last month
before Miami. Federer has never won the Monte
Carlo title, losing in four finals, most recently in
2014 to compatriot Stan Wawrinka, the reigning
French Open champion.  “I’m glad to be back
among the best players in the world,” Federer
said after his 75-minute win. “It was a tough
recovery but you must take it day by day, setting
goals and achieving them.”

Federer was broken while serving for the win
leading 5-2 in the second set, but he got the job
done on the second time of asking with a win-
ner.  It was a struggle for number two Andy
Murray, who needed to call upon all of his
resources to survive his opening match of the
season on clay.  The Scot scratched out a 6-2, 4-6,
6-3 win over French qualifier Pierre-Hugues
Herbert. Murray needed two hours to book his
place in the third round after losing serve four
times against Herbert.

He has yet to regain his top form two months
after becoming a father. “I’ve definitely been a
little bit flat since the Davis Cup (last November).
I don’t know why. In a lot of my matches, it’s
been some good stuff mixed in with some pretty
bad stuff. “The norm is bad just now, so I need to
improve on that. I’m not playing my best. The
consistency has not been there, maybe not as
sharp as I could be mentally.

TOO MANY MISTAKES
“It was obviously a very scrappy match. The

best tennis I played was really in the third set
when I was up a break,” Murray said. “He had a
few chances there. I was able to raise my game
at those moments.  “It was up and down in the
second set for me, on this surface, that’s some-
thing that shouldn’t happen. I made too many
mistakes.” The 28-year-old has a massive set of
clay-court ranking points to defend after last
year winning his first two titles on the surface at
Munich and Madrid.

Murray improved his tournament record to
12-7 with the victory. He needed battle in a tight
third set against the 95th-ranked Herbert, break-
ing to love for a 3-1 lead that proved decisive.

Federer, playing here for a 13th time, won his
fourth match over Garcia-Lopez without the loss
of a set as they met for the first time on clay.
Federer won his 29th Monte Carlo match against

a dozen losses.  Spain’s injured seventh seed
David Ferrer withdrew a day prior to his second-
round match against German teenager
Alexander Zverev. He was replaced by compatri-
ot Marcel Granollers. Ferrer, a finalist in the
Principality five years ago against Rafael Nadal,
has had a patchy 2016 season, taking a break
from late February to late March to rest.

Upon his return, the ATP number eight lost in
the Miami third round to France’s Lucas Pouille.

Frenchman Gilles Simon also earned a sec-
ond-round win, beating Bulgarian Grigor
Dimitrov 6-4, 6-3.

In the first round, Belgian 11th seed David
Goffin dispatched Feliciano Lopez 7-5, 6-0, while
Portugal’s Joao Sousa beat Ivo Karlovic 6-3, 7-6
(7/4), Bosnian Damir Dzumhur put out Robin
Haase 6-2, 6-0 and Pablo Cuevas needed three
hours 20 minutes to defeat Daniel Gimeno-
Traver 7-6 (7/2), 6-7 (2/7), 7-6 (7/4). —AFP

Federer dominant, Murray 
struggles at Monte Carlo

JOHANNESBURG: Allister Coetzee was
named South Africa rugby coach yesterday
and tasked with changing the racial mix of
the team and rediscovering a winning cul-
ture. Twice world champions, the
Springboks lost to New Zealand in the
World Cup semi-finals last year and five
defeats in 11 Tests included stunning beat-
ings from Argentina and Japan. South
Africa often fielded starting teams contain-
ing 12 white players, much to the anger of
the government and sections of the public
who want a team more reflective of the
population.

Nine percent of South Africans are
white, yet they have dominated national
rugby teams since the post-apartheid read-
mittance to the Test arena.  A national rug-
by union and government agreement tar-
gets half the South African 2019 Rugby
World Cup team in Japan being black.
Coetzee is the second black Springboks
coach, following in the footsteps of Peter

de Villiers, who was in charge between
2008 and 2011.  “When a player is selected
he must understand where he fits into the
team, regardless of colour,” the new coach
told reporters after his appointment was
confirmed at a Johannesburg TV studio.  

“When we select a player we look with
one pair of glasses. I need to back every
player that we select, it is not about race.
“We must be smarter in the way we use our
physicality and put a lot of emphasis on
decision makers, especially nine (scrum-
half ) and 10 (fly-half ).” The enormity of the
task facing the 52-year-old former scrum-
half was evident last weekend when only
20 of 75 South African starters in Super
Rugby were black.

Further narrowing the options for
Coetzee was the fact that 70 percent of
those players operate in just three posi-
tions: eight were wingers, three were loose-
head props and three were centres.

Robbed by apartheid of a chance to play
for South Africa, Coetzee chose teams dur-
ing six years in charge of the Cape Town-
based Western Stormers that were close to
50 percent black.

His legacy lives on with the Stormers
fielding six black starters last weekend,
Southern Kings five and Coastal Sharks,
Golden Lions and Northern Bulls three
each. Central Cheetahs had a bye. Coetzee
left Stormers last year to join Japanese club
Kobelco Steelers.

FEARLESS
Being chosen for one of the toughest

jobs in world rugby in succession to
Heyneke Meyer fulfils a life-long ambition
for the man born in Eastern Cape university
town Grahamstown. 

He was an assistant to Jake White when
South Africa won the Rugby World Cup in
France nine years ago, then lost out to De
Villiers for the top job.  South Africa begin a
Test season in June with three home inter-
nationals against Ireland.

The Springboks then meet Argentina,
Australia and New Zealand home and away
in the southern hemisphere Rugby
Championship.  An end-of-season tour
starts against the Barbarians in London fol-
lowed by Tests against England, Wales and
to-be-named opponents.  Coetzee devel-
oped a love of rugby from his father and
brother and was a fearless scrum-half, fond
of blind-side breaks.

But he never achieved the ultimate goal
of every South African rugby player — to
represent the Springboks-because blacks
were barred under a racially segregated
sport system.

As apartheid collapsed in the early
1990s and rugby bodies united, Coetzee
played for and coached his native Eastern
Province and also had roles at the Cats
(now Golden Lions) and Sharks.

His big break came in 2008 when
named Western Province Currie Cup coach
and two years later was also put in charge
of sister team Western Stormers as well.
Under Coetzee, Stormers became the lead-
ing South African side in Super Rugby, but
could not break the trophy-winning stran-
glehold of Australian and New Zealand out-
fits. While widely praised for developing
black talent, Coetzee faced constant criti-
cism for overly defensive tactics. 

“Coetzee is the right man for the Bok
job. He has the thick skin, the technical
knowledge and desire to make a differ-
ence,” wrote John Goliath of the
Independent Newspapers group.

Colleague Mike Greenaway was not con-
vinced, though: “Stormers were unable to
take the step up and mix it in the Super
Rugby play-offs.  “So what will change
when Coetzee takes over the Boks?” — AFP

Major tasks for new 
Springbok coach Coetzee

JOHANNESBURG: Allister Coetzee
arrives for a press conference in
Johannesburg, South Africa, yesterday.
Coetzee has been confirmed as South
Africa’s national rugby team coach and
has been given a four-year contract to
take the Springboks past the 2019
Rugby World Cup in Japan. — AP

ADELAIDE: Former world champion Cate
Campbell edged her sister and reigning world
champion Bronte to win an epic 100-metres
freestyle final at the Australian
Championships and Olympic trials in
Adelaide yesterday.

Cate Campbell, who won the world crown
in 2013, swam close to her personal best time
in 52.38 seconds to edge out her sister by just
0.20secs. Both siblings will now head to the
Rio Olympics to resume their friendly rivalry
in the event.

Testament to the quality of the race was
that Cate Campbell’s time was 0.14secs under
the time Bronte took to win the gold medal at
last year’s Kazan world championships.

Both sisters showed the punishing effects
of the gruelling race in the poolside interview
as they winced and gasped in pain from their
exertions. Both are coming back from injuries.
Cate had shoulder surgery in late 2014 which
left her underdone last year when she
claimed bronze behind Bronte in the event at
Kazan. Bronte has been troubled by hip and
shoulder problems this year and needs a cor-
tisone injection to settle her shoulder. “I am
just thrilled to be on that plane. It seems like
I’ve been on the road to Rio forever and I am
now on the plane to Rio and I couldn’t be
happier,” Cate said.

Bronte said: “There’s never been a tougher
100m freestyle final at this national champi-
onships and it took me pretty well much my
best time just to make the team ... that time
won the world champs last year so I ’m
pleased I put together a good race when it
counted.”

Australia is gearing for a potential gold
medal-winning women’s relay team at Rio
with third placed Emma McKeon going under
53secs in 52.80, while the fourth swimmer

Brittany Elmslie clocked 53.54secs. “It’s excit-
ing. There are four women who were swim-
ming under 53secs and three of them are
training in Australia,” Cate said.

In yesterday’s other finals, world champion
Mitch Larkin claimed the backstroke double
at the meet, winning the 200m event in
1:53.90secs from Josh Beaver (1:56.19).

Daniel Tranter (1:58.72) won the 200m
individual medley in the absence of fastest
qualifer Thomas Fraser-Holmes. Justin James
was second but both  failed to qualify for
Olympic team selection.

Taylor McKeown won the women’s 200m
breaststroke in a qualifying time of 2:21.45
from Georgia Bohl (2:23.95).

Cameron McEvoy qualified fastest for the
50m freestyle final following his slashing win
in the 100m event on Monday.

McEvoy topped the 50m semi-finals with
22.12secs, ahead of Matt Abood (22.24) and
James Magnussen (22.34). — AFP

Cate Campbell 

Cate Campbell edges sister 
Bronte to win 100m freestyle

Capitals not running from 
Stanley Cup expectations

ARLINGTON: Once again, the Washington
Capitals are atop the NHL as the best regu-
lar-season team. Once again, the pressure’s
on them as the favorite to win the Stanley
Cup and prove this year won’t bring anoth-
er early playoff exit.

Expectations have never been higher for
Alex Ovechkin and the Capitals, six years
after their first Presidents’ Trophy and with
their window drawing to a close. Being the
best team over 82 games was worth noth-
ing to Washington in 2010 when it lost in
the first round to the Montreal Canadiens,
but this team isn’t running from the notion
that it’s Stanley Cup or bust.

“We’re here to win a championship,”
general manager Brian MacLellan said.
“Anything less than that is unsuccessful in
my mind.” MacLellan isn’t the only one who
holds that belief. The Capitals finished 11
points ahead of the field and boast the top
goal-scorer in Ovechkin, arguably the best

goaltender in Braden Holtby and one of the
deepest defenses around.

With the defending-champion Chicago
Blackhawks looking not nearly as formida-
ble as years past and no other dominant
team in either the East or the West, this
looks like the Capitals’ year.  Ovechkin has
heard that so much and yet hasn’t made it
past the second round in seven previous
tries.

“Every year you ask me the same ques-
tion, ‘This is the year, this is the year?’”
Ovechkin said. “You never know what’s
going to happen in the playoffs. It’s a total
different thing.”

The unpredictability of playoff hockey is
the biggest obstacle standing in the
Capitals’ way.  So much has to go right,
from health to matchups to goaltending,
and only eight of 29 Presidents’ Trophy win-
ners have gone on to win the Stanley
Cup.—AP


