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Harvey Weinstein on
Bernie Sanders: ‘We

Won’t Get Fooled Again’

Weinstein Co. chief Harvey Weinstein criticized the ten-
ants of Bernie Sanders’ campaign proposals during his
appearance yesterday on “CBS This Morning,” saying

Sanders’ plan to provide free college tuition and health care to all
Americans would bankrupt the country.

Weinstein has been an active supporter of Sanders’
Democratic rival for the presidential nomination, former
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. When asked about the crowd of
27,000 that turned out for Sanders on Wednesday night in
Washington Square Park, Weinstein cited the Who’s 1971 rock
anthem “We Won’t Get Fooled Again.” Polls show Clinton has a
comfortable lead against Sanders in New York, which hold its pri-
mary on April 19.

“He’s got a great idea,” Weinstein said facetiously about
Sanders’ health care and college tuition proposals. “Let’s get it to
the ones who can’t afford health care. It’s an easier solution than
saying let’s give it away and bankrupt the company.”

Weinstein noted that his 18-year-old daughter Emma had
been a Sanders supporter but changed her mind after Sanders
questioned Clinton’s qualifications to be president. He also noted
that his mother had started out as a Donald Trump supporter but
has switched to Clinton. “I can afford to send my kid to school,”
he said. “Let’s concentrate on getting the kids who can’t afford it
to go to school.” Weinstein called Clinton “a strong proven
leader,” a vital quality for turbulent times. “The world’s crazy right
now,” he said. “We need that strong hand.”

Weinstein was on the CBS morning news show to promote
Weinstein Co.’s new comedy “Sing Street.” Friday marked the last
day in the control room for “CBS This Morning” exec producer
Chris Licht, who is moving to “The Late Show with Stephen
Colbert” as showrunner. Weinstein joked that he was the secret
to Licht’s success in turning the show into CBS’ most competitive
morning program in decades. “He’s been calling me for advice
every day,” Weinstein said. “When he’s in trouble, I have to call
(CBS chief) Les Moonves.”-Reuters

Lionsgate hoped to end its presentation to theater owners
at CinemaCon with a big bang-a screening of “Now You
See Me 2.” But roughly 15 minutes into the tale of a team

of illusionists, the audience at the Colosseum in Caesars Palace
was told to leave the theater, with security personnel citing
“technical difficulties.” A CinemaCon staffer confirmed that,
after the discovery of an unattended backpack, the theater
was evacuated.

“Out of caution for the delegates and attendees, a potential
threat had to be taken seriously,” said John Fithian, head of
the National Association of Theatre Owners, the group behind

CinemaCon, in a statement. “By the time we determined it was
not a threat it was too late to restart the movie.”

A spokesperson with the Las Vegas Police Department said
authorities had been called in due to a “suspicious package,”
but said the situation was determined safe at 3:35 p.m. “Now
You See Me 2” stars Jesse Eisenberg, Mark Ruffalo, Woody
Harrelson, Dave Franco and Daniel Radcliffe. It hits theaters on
June 10, 2016. — Reuters
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Italy’s film industry is reacting rather nonchalantly to the sur-
prising absence of Italian movies in the Cannes competition for
the first time in a decade and taking consolation in the expect-

ed presence of a robust contingent of young Italo directors set to
screen across the fest’s other sections, albeit not the official selec-
tion.

“One year you have three films in competition, the other you
don’t have any. It’s normal,” says producer Riccardo Tozzi head of
Italian motion picture association Anica. “It doesn’t mean there
aren’t good movies; it just means there aren’t any that fit the
Cannes [competition] mold,” he adds.

Of course last year Italy had new works by Cannes regulars
Nanni Moretti, Paolo Sorrentino, and Matteo Garrone vying for
the Palme d’Or. This year veteran Italo auteur Marco Bellocchio’s
“Sweet Dreams” didn’t make the cut.”Bellocchio is not a Cannes
protÈgÈ like Nanni Moretti, or Ken Loach, or Almodovar,” Tozzi
points out. “His career wasn’t born with Cannes, and they are kind
of clubby that way,” he opined. Truly Bellocchio’s first films, start-
ing with “Fists in the Pocket,” launched from Venice. Still he’s had
six films in contending for a Palm, which he’s never won. Most
recently “Vincere” in 2009.

Tozzi is playing up the fact that Cannes this year will reflect a

new generation of Italian directors who are making genre movies
exemplified by neo-noir “Pericles the Black Man,” by Stefano
Mordini, announced in an Un Certain Regard slot, and by Paolo
Virzi’s comedy “Like Crazy,” which will be in Directors’ Fortnight.

“Pericles,” which is directed by Stefano Mordini, whose “Steel”
was in Venice Days in 2012, stars Riccardo Scamarcio (“My Brother
is an Only Child”) in the title role as a slave-like hit-man who dis-
engages from the shackles of the mob world after meeting a
woman.  “Like Crazy” is a Tuscany-set two-hander about two
women, played by Valeria Bruni Tedeschi and Micaela Ramazzotti
(“The First Beautiful Thing”), who escape from a mental institution
where they have been court-ordered.

Also strongly tipped from Italy for Directors’ Fortnight is
Claudio Giovannesi’s juvenile detention center-set romancer
“Fiore.” And first-timer Alessandro Comodin’s “Happy Times Will
Come Soon” is widely believed to have landed a berth in Critics’
Week. The title encapsulates the Italo industry’s current mood
despite the Cannes snub. — Reuters
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