
RIYADH: The United States is seeking
greater special forces and naval coopera-
tion with the Gulf states to counter Iran’s
“destabilizing activities” in the region, a
senior American official said. Defense
Secretary Ashton Carter, who arrived in
the Saudi capital yesterday, will meet his
Gulf counterparts today. The following day
he is expected to join President Barack
Obama at a summit with monarchs of the
six Gulf Cooperation Council states.

They will gather in an atmosphere of
tension with regional leaders offended
by Obama’s perceived reluctance to get
involved in the region’s problems, and in
particular his tilt towards Iran. The Gulf
monarchies are worried after the lifting
this year of international sanctions
against their regional rival, Iran, under an
international agreement to curb Tehran’s
nuclear program.
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Work permit, transfer 
fees raised up to KD 50
All Kuwaitis, farms, industries exempt from new power tariffs 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and State
Minister for Planning and Development Hind Al-Subaih
yesterday signed a new decree sharply raising charges on
work permits and transfer of residence. The decision raises
the charge for a work permit for the first time from KD 2 to
KD 50 and its renewal from KD 2 to KD 10. It also raises
fees for transfer of work permit (residence or changing
employer) from KD 10 to KD 50. The decision becomes
effective from June 1. 

According to the law, such charges are paid by the
employers, but in practice, the majority of employers
force their workers to pay these fees because of the lack of
an effective monitoring sys-
tem and penalties. The
Public Authority for Civil
Information increased
charges for civil IDs from
KD 2 to KD 5 from the
beginning of April. Several
other charges are expected
to be raised soon.

Meanwhile, the National
Assembly’s financial and
economic affairs committee
yesterday amended a draft
bill for raising power charges to exclude all Kuwaitis in
both private homes and apartments from the increase.
The committee also exempted the agricultural and indus-
trial sectors from the increase, according to rapporteur
MP Mohammad Al-Jabri. The new amendments mean
that only expatriates, the commercial sector and govern-
ment offices will be subjected to the raise.

Continued on Page 13
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KUWAIT: Oil workers sit at the union’s headquarters in Ahmadi yesterday as they participate in the third
day of a strike to protest alleged pay cuts. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and State
Minister for Planning and Development Hind Al-Subaih
vowed that no illegal action would be taken against a
strike by Kuwaiti oil workers that entered its third day yes-
terday. She told a news conference that an ad hoc com-
mittee comprising legal teams from the Cabinet, the
Fatwa and Legislation Department and the Public
Authority for Manpower would not take any decision
unless it is “absolutely legal”. The minister added that
Kuwait has signed international conventions pertinent to
trade unions, but it had voiced reservations over the right
to strike. 

But a spokesman for thousands of striking Kuwaiti oil
and gas workers said yesterday that their strike would con-
tinue until planned public sector pay reforms are can-
celled. “The strike is ongoing until the implementation of
the demands of the workers,” Farhan Al-Ajmi, head of the
Petrochemicals Industries Company workers union, told a
press conference. “A decision to cancel (the strike) is linked
to the abolition of decisions issued by the Petroleum
Corporation,” he added. Earlier in the day, the oil sector’s
spokesman Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled announced that Kuwaiti
oil facilities’ average daily production has surged to 1.5
million barrels. Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) is racing against
time to resume operation of oil collection centers No. 21
and 24 to fully resume the state’s oil and gas production,
Sheikh Talal said in a press statement. 
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US seeks Gulf special forces
Washington set to OK fighter jet sales to Kuwait 

RIYADH: US Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter (left) meets Saudi Deputy Crown
Prince and Minister of Defense Mohammed bin Salman to discuss matters of
mutual importance yesterday. — SPA 

TEHRAN: Talks between regional rivals Iran and
Saudi Arabia on this year’s hajj pilgrimage have
stalled because of a disagreement on how visas
can be processed when no formal diplomatic rela-
tions exist. An Iranian delegation last week trav-
elled to Saudi Arabia, which cut ties in January, for
discussions on the pilgrimage to the Muslim holy
places in the kingdom. Said Ohadi, head of the
Iranian Hajj Organization, said on state television
late Monday that four days of negotiations had
achieved progress on security issues and travel to
the kingdom.

But the lack of a functioning Saudi embassy in
Tehran - both it and the kingdom’s mission in Iran’s
second city Mashhad are closed - means there are
currently no visas being issued to Iranians. “The
problem of visa issuance has not been solved yet,”
said Ohadi. “Saudi Arabia has not yet offered a clear
solution.”

Tehran wants visas to be issued inside the Islamic
republic. In the absence of its own representatives,
Switzerland looks after the interests of the Sunni-
dominated kingdom in mainly Shiite Iran. Ohadi
said the foreign ministry had offered to provide “all
means necessary” to help Saudi Arabia issue visas
inside Iran but did not elaborate on how that could
be done in the absence of an embassy or consulate.
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CAIRO: Egyptians shout slogans as they gather at the site where a policeman
shot and killed a street vendor yesterday. — AFP 

CAIRO: A riot erupted in a Cairo suburb
yesterday after a policeman shot three
people after an argument over the price
of a cup of tea, killing one of them, the
Interior Ministry and witnesses said.
Public anger over allegations of police
brutality has been bubbling over the past
months, with several incidents spilling
over into skirmishes and protests, five
years after the ministry’s officers were a
major focus of the 2011 uprising.

One of the onlookers held up a bullet
casing and accused the police of killing
“poor” Egyptians. A crowd quickly gath-
ered, overturning a police vehicle and

beating up another policeman at the
scene, said a witness, who did not see the
shooting but said he arrived at the scene
in the well-to-do neighborhood of Rehab
shortly afterwards. “The interior ministry
are thugs,” chanted the crowd in a video
sent to Reuters by the witness. Around
200 people were in the crowd, according
to a Reuters estimate from the footage.

Rights activists say police brutality is
widespread in Egypt and that there is a
culture of impunity. The interior ministry
says abuses are isolated and incidents are
investigated. 
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LONDON: Mayor of London Boris Johnson gestures after unveiling an imposing
scale replica of Palmyra’s Triumphal Arch in Trafalgar Square yesterday. — AP 

LONDON: A replica of one of the most iconic monu-
ments destroyed by Islamic State (IS) jihadists in the
ancient Syrian city of Palmyra was unveiled in
London’s Trafalgar Square yesterday. The six-metre tall
scale recreation of the Triumphal Arch is made of
Egyptian marble and was carved in the northern
Italian region of Tuscany using precision digital tech-
nology such as 3D modelling. The project is the brain-
child of the Oxford-based Institute of Digital
Technology (IDA), a joint venture between a group of
international academics.

“If something can be rebuilt in this fashion, then
those images of things being blown up and destroyed
forever, that’s undercut,” IDA director Roger Michel told
AFP after the replica was revealed in front of a crowd
of several hundred people. “Part of what we’re doing is
to send the message that things that have been
destroyed can be replaced and that act of destruction
is not final,” he added. Palmyra, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site northeast of Damascus known as the

“Pearl of the Desert”, was taken back by the Russian-
backed Syrian army from IS fighters last month. The
city was a major tourist destination before the Syrian
conflict erupted in 2011, known for its ancient ruins,
colonnaded streets and 2,000-year-old temples. IS
seized Palmyra last year and beheaded its 82-year-old
former antiquities chief three months later.

The jihadists destroyed some of the city’s most
striking monuments and used the ancient amphithe-
ater as a venue for public executions. The remains of
the Triumphal Arch, dating back to the era of Roman
Emperor Severus in the third century, are now scat-
tered on the ground, with only the two columns that
once sustained the central crown still standing.

Experts are divided on whether the ancient ruins
can be restored. Syria’s antiquities chief Maamoun
Abdulkarim has said the job could be done in five
years but Annie Sartre-Fauriat, a member of a
UNESCO group of Syrian heritage experts has voiced
doubts. Abdulkarim repeated his appeal for interna-

tional assistance for the restoration at yesterday’s
event in London and suggested that the replica arch
could go on display in the modern city of Palmyra.
“We need you, we need the international community,”
he said.

London Mayor Boris Johnson, who spoke at the
unveiling ceremony, told the crowd that they were
“here in a spirit of defiance of the barbarians who
destroyed the original”. “We’re here today in solidarity
with the people of Syria,” added Johnson, who is
known for his love of classical antiquity. “We all know
that Syria’s future depends on the conservation and
protection of Syria’s past.”

The replica arch will be on display until Thursday
before travelling to New York and Dubai for further
public displays. The arch is the highest-profile project
yet for the IDA, which is also working on building a
Million Image Database of 3D pictures of threatened
monuments in conflict zones throughout the Middle
East and north Africa. — AFP

Palmyra arch rises again in London 


