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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, accompanied by an official del-
egation, will leaves for Saudi Arabia
today to lead Kuwait’s delegation to a
meeting of GCC leaders and US
President Barack Obama. Meanwhile,
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is
set to represent His Highness the Amir
today at the ceremony of Kuwait
International Award for Quranic
Recitation in its seventh edition, to be
held at Bayan Palace Theater. —KUNA

Amir heads to Riyadh
for GCC-US meeting

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah received yesterday the newly-assigned Cambodian ambassador to
the State of Kuwait, Bunva Tan, who handed the minister his credentials. —KUNA

NEW YORK: The Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) reiterated that all arrogant
and disrespectful acts by Israel towards the
occupied Palestinian territory constitute a fla-
grant violation of the international law and res-
olutions of international legitimacy.

Speaking on behalf of the OIC before the
Security Council,  Kuwait ’s  Permanent
Representative to the UN Ambassador Mansour
Ayyad Al-Otaibi affirmed that Israel fuels
extremism, violence and racism, and religious
conflict, all of which demand the urgent atten-
tion and action of the world’s top body. “It is
incomprehensible that Israel continues perpe-
trating violations and crimes without response
or punishment,” he said.

“Therefore, the OIC once again called on the
Security Council to assume its responsibility for
providing the Palestinian people with interna-
tional protection. This Council and the High
Contracting Par ties to the 4th Geneva
Convention have clear responsibilities in ensur-
ing the protection and security of the
Palestinian people,” he added

Otaibi stressed that the right to security
should not be exclusive to Israel; security is a
right that should be provided to and enjoyed
by all nations, and the victims of this nearly
five-decade long illegal, foreign occupation
should not be the exception.

At the same time, the OIC emphasized that
an exit from the current crisis and revival of
peace prospects will not be possible without
compelling Israel, the occupying force, to end
its illegal construction and expansion of its
colonial settlements and the wall in Occupied

Palestine, including East Jerusalem. “This is
an urgent priority in line with the Security
Council’s own resolutions and imperative for
saving the two-state solution from demise,”
he said.

Kuwait’s representative reiterated OIC’s call
for “a resolution that sets a specific timetable
and practical steps to end Israel’s occupation in
all manifestations, including the illegal settle-
ment regime, on the basis of relevant Security

Council resolutions, the Madrid principles and
the Arab Peace Initiative.”

In his speech, Otaibi noted that since the
last Council debate on this matter in January,
Israel  has continued k i l l ing and injuring
Palestinian civilians, especially youth. Since the
current wave of unrest began in October 2015,
Israel’s ‘shoot to kill’ policy has claimed the lives
of more than 204 Palestinian civilians, 48 of
whom were children. —KUNA

Info minister to visit
Palestine, open book fair

KUWAIT: Minister of Information and State
Minister for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah will
visit Palestine on May 7th to open the
Palestine International Book Fair,
Palestinian Ambassador to Kuwait Rami
Tahboub said. Kuwait was selected as the
guest of honor this year, which coincides
with Kuwait ’s selection as a capital of
Islamic Culture, he said.

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas
will receive Sheikh Salman, who is also
Chairman of the National Council for
Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL), Tahboub
said, adding that the visit reflects Kuwait
support to the Palestinian people and their

cause. The NCCAL will hold Kuwaiti cultural
days in Palestine on the sidelines of the
exhibition, he announced.

Palestinian Ambassador Rami Tahboub

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the UN Ambassador Mansour Ayyad Al-
Otaibi. — KUNA

OIC urges UNSC to face ‘Israel’s arrogance’

RIYADH: A general view of the meeting. — KUNA

RIYADH: GCC ministers of higher education and
scientific research adopted in a meeting in
Riyadh yesterday a Kuwaiti work paper on pro-
moting values of good citizenship among GCC
citizens. These values - rejecting sectarianism,
extremism, and embracing pluralism and toler-
ance - will be incorporated in school curricula
within the GCC, said Kuwait ’s Minister of
Education and Minister of Higher Education Dr
Bader Hamad Al-Essa at the conclusion of the

ministerial meeting. Among topics discussed at
the meeting, the minister said it was agreed to
support Qatar ’s bid to get the position of
UNESCO’S director general and to work toward
enabling GCC post-graduate students to be
treated equally by higher learning institutions
no matter which GCC country these institution
are in. Saudi minister of education had started
the meeting with a speech in which he stressed
the need of GCC countries for closer cooperation

on all levels, including education, for the higher
purpose of attaining the goals of sustainable
development. 

GCC Secretary General Dr Abdullatif Al-Zayani
meanwhile applauded the work of the ministers of
higher education in furthering the cause of post-
graduate education in GCC universities and higher
learning institutions, recognizing the importance
of equipping the GCC citizens with the education-
al wherewithal to excel in life. — KUNA

GCC education ministers
adopt Kuwait work paper

ROME/PARIS: Kuwait’s Ambassador to Italy
Sheikh Ali Khaled Al-Jaber Al-Sabah dis-
cussed with Islamic leaders in the country
coordination within framework of Kuwait’s
proclamation as Capital of Islamic Culture
to promote Islam’s contributions to
mankind. Kuwait Embassy said in a state-
ment the ambassador received General
Secretary of the Islamic Cultural Center in
Rome Dr Abdullah Radwan and Director of
the Islamic League in Italy Dr Abdulaziz
Serhan, as part of the diplomatic mission’s
efforts to promote the event international-
ly. Sheikh Ali Khaled discussed with the two
leaders cooperation at the religious and
cultural levels, within framework of activi-
ties marking Kuwait as the Capital of
Islamic Culture 2016. Ambassador Sheikh
Ali proposed holding Quranic contests at
the cultural center and Rome Mosque,
organizing activities and contests for the
youth and children of the Muslim commu-
nity in the European nation.

The talks touched on holding celebra-
tions on religious occasions, namely during
the upcoming month of Ramadan, Eid Al-
Fitr and Eid Al-Adha at the center, organiz-
ing seminars on the Islamic culture and
seeking to portray correct image about
Islam via the Italian media. Moreover, the
discussions dealt with proposals to hold
activities in Kuwait, such as Islamic calligra-
phy exhibitions.

The diplomat underscored importance
of the event, which serves Kuwait’s purpose
to remove cultural barriers, correct miscon-
ceptions, “clearing the religious rhetoric”
and countering anti-Islam propaganda.

His eminent guests lauded Kuwait’s
sponsorship of the Islamic culture, noting
its leading role to portray Islam’s bright
image; an approach that has made it eligi-
ble to be the cultural capital “at this
unprecedented crossroad” of mankind’s
history.

Cultural cooperation
Meanwhile, Kuwaiti Consul General in

Milan and North Italy Abdulnasser
Bukhadour discussed boosting cultural and
scientific cooperation with Franco Anelli,
rector of Universita Cattolica (Catholic
University).

Inter-faith dialogue was a key issue dis-
cussed during the meeting, especially with
Kuwait’s current status as “Capital of Islamic
Culture for 2016,” which paves the way to
further deepen cultural and historic ties
with Italy, “the cradle of Christianity and
Western civilization,” Bukhadour said.

The possibility of holding joint scientific
seminars and festivities, either in Kuwait or
Italy, as well as broadening academic com-
munication between the Catholic
University and Kuwait University and other
facilities, were also discussed, Bukhadour
noted. University of the Sacred Heart, or
Catholic University of Milan, is a private
research university founded in 1921. It is
the largest private university in Europe and
the largest Catholic University in the world.

Parliamentary relations 
In other news, Kuwait’s Ambassador to

France Sami Al-Suleiman discussed bilater-
al relations, especially parliamentary ones,
with leading French Senator Leila Aichi.
“The meeting comes within Kuwaiti keen-
ness to strengthen relations with compo-
nents of the French Society,” Ambassador
Suleiman said in a statement after a busi-
ness lunch at the Senate with Aichi
Monday.

Aichi, who is President of the France-
Kuwait Friendship group, is also Vice-
President of the influential Foreign Affairs,
Defense and Armed Forces Commission.
Suleiman pointed to the successful visit of
parliament Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem to
Paris and meeting counterpart Claude
Bartolone. — KUNA

Envoy, officials discuss plans
marking Kuwait Islamic capital

ROME: Kuwait’s Ambassador to Italy Sheikh Ali Khaled Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with
General Secretary of the Islamic Cultural Center in Rome Dr Abdullah Radwan and
Director of the Islamic League in Italy Dr Abdulaziz Serhan. — KUNA 

KIB takes part
in “Light Expo”

KUWAIT: Kuwait International Bank (KIB)
announced its participation in “Light Expo”
exhibition that aims at supporting the youth
innovative initiatives and small projects of
businesswomen and creative minds. The
exhibition will be held on April 18th 20th.

The Head of Corporate Communications
at KIB, Nawaf Najia commented, “As part of
our leading social responsibility program,
we make sure to take part in various initia-
tives and activities that target all society
members, especially the ones addressing
the youth, since such initiatives help devel-
op and build the country both on the short
and long run”. He added that this exhibition
acts as a momentous platform to showcase
the projects of businesswomen and owners
of small and medium-sized projects, which
will help them to kick off their private busi-
nesses that have become the cornerstone
and piece of attraction locally and globally.  

Najia stressed on the bank’s keenness to
adopt and support this kind of initiatives
and exhibitions that will enhance the inter-

action between participants and visitors on
one side, and help build promising cooper-
ation between participants and the bank
on the other, by educating them on KIB’s
products and services that are tailored to
them to achieve their ambitions. As a
result, the bank strives to support the
female participants in the “Light Expo” exhi-
bition who have the talent and creativity
that help build a better future for the coun-
try, as well as offer career opportunities for
young people in the private sector.

Najia concluded by praising the ladies’
role in serving the community and their
contribution in promoting the small and
medium business sector by participating
in the specialized trade exhibitions He
also stressed on the bank’s continuous
attempt to carrying out and supporting
many CSR initiatives that cover various
sectors and activities such as religious,
humanitarian,  social,  charity,  spor ts,
health, medical, national, cultural, educa-
tional and many more. 

RIYADH: Kuwaiti Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-Sabah extolled the
initiative of Saudi Deputy Crown Prince Mohammad
bin Salman bin Abdulaziz for holding the fourth
Twitter blogger forum ‘tweeps 2016.’ “The initiative is
pivotal to benefiting from the social networking
websites in building the capacity of youth,” he said
in a speech to the main session of the forum on
Monday.

Sheikh Mohammad expressed joy for taking part
in the forum alongside with a galaxy of ministers
from the GCC member states, intelligentsia, public
figures and youth - males and females. “Thanks to
the patronage of the Deputy Crown Prince
Mohammad bin Salman, the forum deepens the
concept of positive dialogue and helps brainstorm
ideas about various issues through the social media,”
he said.

Sheikh Mohammad affirmed that the State of
Kuwait attaches great importance to the contents
carried by social networking websites and set up
specialized departments to follow up the issues of
the public opinion and the responses of youth to
these issues.

“Though Twitter has a great impact on the public
opinion, the views raised via it cannot be considered
as a credible criterion for gauging the public opin-
ion, given the fact that many users and bloggers in
this virtual world use hoax names,” he argued.

He reaffirmed Kuwait’s commitment to respect-
ing the freedom of expression, saying: “The ceiling
of freedom is usually high but it comes down in case
of slandering Allah the Almighty, Prophet
Mohammad (Peace Be Upon Him) or his compan-
ions and wives, or His Highness the Amir.”

Besides Sheikh Mohammad, the forum gathered
foreign ministers of the UAE, Bahrain and Saudi
Arabia, as well as Qatari minister of state for the
defense affairs. In their statements to the gathering,
the ministers cautioned the youth against the
destructive ideologies that could destabilize their
countries, foment sectarian tensions or promulgate
hatred. On the Operation Decisive Storm, they said it
testified the unity of the countries of the region and
their ability to defend their collective security with
the support of their people as seen in the popular
responses via the social media. The event has been
organized by Deputy Crown Prince Mohammad bin
Salman bin Abdulaziz’s Misk Foundation, a non-prof-
it agency, on an annual basis since 2013. — KUNA

Sheikh Mohammad
lauds forum


