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Dear Ms Darwish,

It is always pleasing to read your columns. In your col-
umn of April 14, 2016, you state that an increase in
the rates of electricity and water charges for busi-

nesses and expatriates is akin to apartheid. Apartheid is
an Afrikaans word (apart and hood), literally meaning
“separateness”. The policy of apartheid was practiced in
South Africa from 1948 until 1994. I believe that this
separateness is apparent in Kuwait for quite some time.
Let me give you a few examples. 

A few months back, my wife was shopping in the
‘new’ Jabriya Co-operative Market. When she reached
the checkout counter, two young ladies were ahead of
her and talking to each other, quite oblivious to their
surroundings. My wife politely asked them to take a step
forward so that she could put the three items from her
basket on the counter. One of the young ladies turned
around with a frown and said, “how dare you talk to us
like this - you are not even Kuwaiti”. 

The policy of apartheid is quite visible in the salary
structure as well. Expatriates, without exaggeration,
work for longer hours and also have better productivity,
but their salaries are much lower than those of the citi-
zens.

Please keep writing as your columns are an excellent
boost to the morale of the expatriates and keep us
working diligently, thinking that at least someone from
the citizenry is on our side.

An expatriate

Letters to Badrya

LOCA L

WASHINGTON: Kuwait’s Consul General
in Los Angeles Abdullatif Al-Yahya held
two separate meetings with Kuwaiti stu-
dents in Pocatello, Idaho, as well as Idaho
State University and local officials to dis-
cuss alleged discrimination and offenses
against the students. 

The meeting with students was also
attended by Kuwait’s Cultural Advisor in
Los Angeles Dr Mansour Al-Jarragh,
Head of National Union of Kuwait
Students in the United States (NUKS-
USA) Fahad Al-Jadaan, and Idaho
University officials.

“Our top priority is the safety of stu-
dents, academic and financial matters
come next,” Yahya said. “The goal of the
meeting was to remove obstacles and
help find solutions to students’ com-
plaints and end their suffering.” Yahya
added that he has assured students that

the Kuwaiti Ministry of Higher Education
would do all in its power to redress their
grievances. “The Ministry is working hard
to provide students with a convenient
atmosphere for their study and to ensure
their safety,” he said. He noted that the
Higher Education Minister and his
undersecretary has expressed readiness
to offer “unprecedented exceptions for
Kuwaiti students studying in this city,” he
said referring to Pocatello.

With regard to the meeting with the
local officials, Yahya said that he has con-
veyed to the city mayor and security offi-
cials Kuwait’s dismay over the maltreat-
ment and discrimination of Kuwaiti stu-
dents as well as the lack of proper
atmosphere for their study in the city.

The city officials have vowed to do
their best to provide security for all Arab
and Muslim students and to resolve their

complaints, Yahya said. He unveiled that
the US officials have admitted the exis-
tence of racism in the rural city against
foreign students, who hail from 60 coun-
tries. The officials also promised to
launch an investigation into the issue
and to exert more efforts to raise the
local community awareness about the
importance of foreign students for local
economy, he noted. Yahya stated that he
has informed Higher Education Ministry
Undersecretary Dr Hamed Al-Azmi about
the outcome of the two meetings and
the local officials’ pledges to deal with
the issue. During the discussion with Dr
Azmi, a proposal was put forward about
exceptional freeze of Kuwaiti academic
missions to this city for a year, if students
desired that, until finding an alternative
university in the US or any other country
for them. — KUNA

Officials meet with students 
at controversial Idaho uni

KUWAIT: An Israeli citizen living in Switzerland
has filed a complaint against Kuwait Airways
(KAC) for discrimination. The Israeli citizen had
wanted to fly from Geneva to Frankfurt with
Kuwait Airways. This is the second complaint by
an Israeli citizen against Kuwait’s national carri-
er over its policy of refusing Israelis access to
KAC flights. 

The policy is based on Kuwait’s law which
prohibits all domestic companies from con-
ducting business with Israeli citizens. This
includes KAC flights between third countries. In
this case, the Israeli citizen, resident in Geneva,
claimed that he was denied access to a seat on
a Kuwait Airways flight from Geneva to
Frankfurt. 

In December of last year, KAC canceled
flights between London and New York after an
Israeli citizen filed a complaint with the US
Department of Transportation alleging dis-
crimination based on nationality. The man,
Eldad Gatt, was unable to book a flight from

New York City to Heathrow on Kuwait Airways
because the airline’s booking site would not
process the transaction with the nationality
option for Israel. 

The pro-Israel organization The Lawfare
Project which attempts to counter all BDS (boy-
cott, divestment, sanctions) efforts first publi-
cized the issue and was a central player in the
earlier suit against KAC. 

Flights to or via Kuwait are not affected
because Kuwait law does not allow Israeli citi-
zens visas for entry or transit. However it’s pos-
sible that other KAC flights in Europe not rout-
ed through Kuwait may be targeted for similar
complaints. 

Kuwait Airways’ Geneva director John
Fernandini denied any knowledge of this par-
ticular case but added that the airline has
imposed such rules for security reasons. He also
added that Kuwaitis are not allowed to fly with
Israel’s national airline El Al. - Info from swissin-
fo.ch and agencies were used in this report.

Second Israeli files complaint
against Kuwait Airways

Kuwait hosts
libraries conference
KUWAIT: Kuwait is fully cognizant of the role public libraries
and information centers play in human development and in
furthering culture, knowledge, and scientific research, said
yesterday that Minister of Information and Minister of State
for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud
Al-Sabah.

The minister, who is also chairman of National Council for
Culture, Arts and Letters, emphasized the benefits of culture
in helping library readers absorb multi-faceted ideas and
knowledge that may lead them to adopting values of open-
ness, pluralism, moderation, and tolerance.

Deputy Chairman of NCCAL Ali Al-Youha made those
statements in a speech he read on the minister’s behalf at
the opening of the annual conference and exhibition of the
Special Libraries Association-Arabian Gulf Branch. The event
runs through today under the theme Future Challenges to
Librarians.

The minister said that the door is wide open for the pri-
vate sector to delve into cultural enterprises, information
technology, and knowledge economy as well as play a major
role in supporting cultural and historical tourism.

Director of the Kuwait National Library (KNL) Kamel Al-
Abdul-Jaleel, noting that KNL sponsored and organized the
conference and the exhibition accompanying it, said that
there will be workshops for the attendees, especially those
in the field of library work, to hone in their skills and
upgrade them.

Meanwhile, director of Sheikh Zayed Library and chair-
man of the board of the Special Libraries Association-
Arabian Gulf Branch, Rashed Abdul-Rahman, said the confer-
ence is committed to thrashing out ideas regarding the chal-
lenges facing those who work as librarians and information
providers.

Yesterday’s meeting included the showing of a documen-
tary film on the Kuwait National Library and its valuable con-
tents from books and transcripts to dictionaries. The film was
shown marking the selection of Kuwait as the capital of
Islamic Culture for the year 2016.

The exhibition accompanying the conference deals with
displaying the latest approaches to publishing books and
the benefits of digitization of work in libraries. —KUNA

Yemeni govt delegation
committed to Kuwait
talks, rebels ‘reckless’

KUWAIT: The government delegation was committed to
attend the Yemeni-Yemeni peace negotiations in Kuwait,
but the rebels carried on with their irresponsible behavior -
by not showing up, said the Yemeni delegation Monday.

“This reflects the level of recklessness of rebels; their
undermining of our people’s blood, as well as the will of
the international community. It also reflects their lack of
seriousness to end the war and give up violence in imple-
mentation of UN Security Council resolutions,” said the del-
egation in a statement.

“Our participation came in implementation of UNSC res-
olution 2216,” the statement noted, adding that the dele-
gation appreciates the role played by UN Secretary-
General’s Special Envoy for Yemen Ismail Ould Cheikh
Ahmed during the last five months to reach an agreement.
It also appreciated the role of the Kuwaiti political leader-
ship and its efforts in hosting and championing the talks.

Earlier Monday, Ould Cheikh Ahmed announced that
the Kuwait negotiations would be delayed. “We are work-
ing to overcome the latest challenges and ask the delega-
tions to show good faith, participate in the talks in order to
reach a peaceful solution to the crisis in Yemen,” he said in a
press release.—KUNA


