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KUWAIT: Minister of Health Dr Ali Al-Obaidi said
the State of Kuwait is keen on protecting chil-
dren against all forms of violence out of commit-
ment to the UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child (UNCRC).

“Kuwait has been the first country to ratify
the UNCRC which was adopted by the UN
General Assembly on November 20, 1989,” he
said Monday in his inaugural speech to the 4th
Regional Conference on Child Protection against
Violence at Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel.

“Last year Kuwait adopted a legislation on the
right of the child which materialized the fruitful
cooperation between the country’s legislative
and executive authorities, and commitment to
the constitution and the international conven-
tions,” he pointed out.

“This conference coincides with the Health
Ministry’s preparation for the launching of the
plan for sustainable development through 2030
which was adopted by the historic summit of
the UN General Assembly last year. It reflects a
great insight into laying down a preventive poli-
cy and a clear-cut roadmap vis-a-vis this serious
phenomenon while developing the national
development plans,” Dr Al-Obaidi added.

Effective programs
Meanwhile, Assistant Undersecretary of the

Ministry of Health for Legal Affairs Dr Mahmoud
Al-Abdulhadi urged continuous supervision to
curb the growth of the phenomenon of child
abuse through effective programs and strate-
gies. “The Ministry set up a higher committee in

2013 to oversee the interagency cooperation in
detecting and documenting any infringement
on the child rights and reporting to the compe-
tent regional or international organizations,” he
pointed out. Dr Al-Abdulhadi noted that it is a
collective responsibility of a society to respond
to any form of child abuse since this phenome-
non impacts negatively on the comprehensive
development plans.

Dr Mona Al-Khawari, chairperson of the
organizing committee of the conference, said
meanwhile that the gathering is an excellent
opportunity for professionals engaged in the
child protection to network with colleagues
from around the world for preventing any child
abuse whether physical or psychological.

A survey, conducted recently by the Faculty
of Medicine, shows that 22 percent of adults suf-
fered from physical harm when young, eight
percent sustained stab wounds, 16 percent were
intimidated and 13 percent sexually harassed,
she said.

The conference, which lasts until April 20, is
co- organized by Kuwait  National  Child
Protection Program (KNCPP), the Arab Society
for the Prevention Child Abuse and Neglect
(Arab SPCAN) and the International Society for
the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect
(ISPCAN).  — KUNA

Health Ministry opens conference

on child protection against violence

KUWAIT: Minister of Health Dr Ali Al-Obaidi
speaks at the 4th Regional Conference on
Child Protection against Violence. — KUNA

Gulf Bank CSR program Wins

GUST’s Al-Shakoor Award

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank’s Corporate Social
Responsibility initiatives in the fields of  cul-
ture and education were recently recog-
nized and lauded by Gulf University of
Science and Technology (GUST) through an
“Al-Shakoor Lifetime Achievement Award”.
The award, an initiative of the Mass
Communications and Media Department,
was presented at a special awards ceremo-
ny at GUST and was received on behalf of
the Bank by Laila Al-Qatami, Assistant
General Manager for Corporate
Communications, and Khaled Al-Otaibi,
Assistant Manager for Corporate
Communications. 

Al-Shakoor Awards recognize corpora-
tions and organizations that have made
significant contributions to Kuwaiti society
and have an outstanding corporate social
responsibility (CSR) portfolio. Awards were
presented for CSR excellence in health,
environment, culture and education, as
well as social welfare and charity. The inde-
pendent judging panel included media fig-
ures, community leaders, industry experts
and academics.  Companies and organiza-
tions are nominated and are required to
submit data  to the independent judging
panel.  Information required included 10
years of information on: the types of
events, the benefits for the community, and
the impact on the community.  The judges
then evaluated the submissions based on:
the impact and scope of the program’s suc-
cess; the methods, solutions and leadership

of the programs and initiatives; the innova-
tion of the initiative;  sustainability; integri-
ty; and expenditures in terms of time, mon-
ey, and staff engagement.  

Gulf Bank’s CSR program is committed
to initiatives and events that benefit the
community.  Over the past year, the Bank
has sponsored events focusing on youth;
education; health and fitness; helping the
underprivileged; women’s empowerment;
as well as promoting Kuwait’s heritage and
culture.

Gulf Bank has a strong track record of
supporting numerous educational and cul-
tural activities. The bank’s educational initia-
tives include ongoing support for INJAZ
Kuwait, providing a large number of
employee volunteers, and consistently
maintaining its position as lead sponsor.
Gulf Bank was also a platinum sponsor of
this year ’s National Union of Kuwaiti
Students (NUKS) conference in the USA, and
a sponsor of the Tamkeen Youth
Empowerment Symposium, a Kuwaiti initia-
tive delivered by young people to the youth
of Kuwait. In addition, the bank sponsored
the ‘Jahazeen 2’ training and development
program, which was held in cooperation
with Kuwaiti’s Manpower and Government
Restructuring Program (MGRP). 

Cultural activities the bank has support-
ed include sponsoring Kuwait University’
second annual ‘Against Violence...With
Tolerance’ forum on which was organized
by Kuwait University’s College of Social
Sciences, in cooperation with Women’s
Research and Studies Center and Ministry
of Interior.  The bank has also sponsored
the 27th Memorial Journey for Pearl Diving,
Gulf Bank has sponsored this event for as a
key part of its long-term commitment to
preserving the heritage and continuing the
traditions of Kuwait’s unique past. 

To learn more about Gulf Bank’s initia-
tives, or any of its products and services,
visit one of Gulf Bank’s 56 branches; call the
Customer Contact Center on 1805805, or
log on to www.e-gulfbank.com, Gulf Bank’s
bilingual website.

By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: A two-page petition was formally
submitted to the Commission on Elections
(Comelec) in Manila calling the agency to
include the names of more than 275 Filipino
voters whose names were not included in the
official list of certified voters in Kuwait.
Comelec has the official list of certified voters

at the Philippine Embassy as prescribed by
law, and if names of voters are not included in
the list, they will not be allowed to vote. The
Philippine presidential elections started for
Filipinos abroad on April 9, one month before
the May 9 elections in the Philippines. Filipino
overseas voters are allowed to vote for presi-
dent, vice-president, senators and party rep-
resentatives. 

The two-page petition was submitted to
the Comelec in Manila bearing the names of

275 people signed by Philippine Consul
General to Kuwait Raul Dado. Dado feared
voters whose names are not on the certified
list could multiply in the coming days, as
Filipinos have till May 9 to vote. “The voting is
not yet over, and we already have this huge
number of voter complaints. We expect this
number to multiply soon, so we have submit-
ted the petition now,” he added.

The petitioners claimed they were official-
ly registered as voters but their names were
not on the official list. Dado wrote a letter
with the names of the petitioners to Comelec
Chairman Andres Bautista. “We registered at
the Philippine Embassy in Kuwait for the
overseas voting of 2016, but we could not
vote because our names were not included in
the certified list of voters, notwithstanding
that most of us have registration receipts and
Comelec IDs,” the petition letter stated. 

The first petition to Comelec was sent to
Manila last week with names of 140 people.
The initial reply of the Comelec was that most
of the 140 petitioners either had no records
or their names were deactivated. Overseas
Absentee Voters who fail to vote twice or in
two consecutive Philippine elections are
automatically deactivated by Comelec. Only
eight petitioners regained their right to vote. 

“We are hoping to retrieve more names of
voters and Comelec is helping us in this mat-
ter. So, while there is still time, I would like to
appeal to every Filipino voter in Kuwait to
come early, so if there are similar problems,
we can still find a solution and retrieve your
names,” Dado noted.    

275 Filipinos unable to vote 

Philippine Consul General to Kuwait
Raul Dado

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunications
company in Kuwait, announced its sponsorship
and participation in the American University of
the Middle East’s Career Fair for the year 2016,
held in the main campus in Egaila. The event is
organized by AUM’s Tawteen Career
Development and Recruitment center. 

Zain was present at the job fair, which served a
large number of students majoring in various
business and engineering studies. The company

highlighted to visiting students and graduates the
available job vacancies in the company, in addi-
tion to providing a detailed explanation of the
nature of work at various departments and divi-
sions. Zain’s team also took the opportunity to
answer any questions and inquiries visitors had.  

Zain showcased its keenness participating in
career fairs as part of its Human Resources strate-
gy, which closely focuses on supporting the edu-
cational sector hand in hand with various univer-

sities, colleges, and educational institutions in
Kuwait to provide students and graduates with
career opportunities in the private sector.   

Zain is committed to playing an active role
in the investment in the human capital of
Kuwait. The company seeks to provide young
and eager Kuwaitis with suitable job opportu-
nities that allow them to apply their practical
skills, achieve their potential, and fully develop
their capabilities.

Zain sponsors AUM Career Fair 2016


