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Castro keeps top job

as Cuba holds

back on leadership 

HAVANA: Cuban President Raul Castro will serve a sec-
ond term as head of the Communist Party and others in
power for decades also kept their jobs yesterday, in a
sign political change will be slow despite economic
reform and detente with the United States.

The Communist Party wants avoid any chaotic col-
lapse as it wrestles with an inevitable transition from the
generation of leaders who fought in the 1959 revolution
and the modernization of the Soviet-style command
economy.

Castro, 84, had proposed age limits and term limits for
top leaders as the party gathered for the start of a four-
day congress over the weekend, raising expectations
septuagenarian and octogenarian veterans would begin
to step aside. But he also made clear that such changes
would not be rushed. At the end of the congress, the first
in five years, the Communist Party said Castro had been
re-elected as first secretary, with Jose Ramon Machado
Ventura, 85, re-elected as second secretary.

Castro is seen as a pragmatist who built Cuba’s army
and brought efficient management to some of the mili-
tary’s powerful companies during long years in the shad-
ow of his brother, former President Fidel Castro, 89, who
ruled the country until 2008.

Castro’s orders
Raul Castro has ordered market reforms to the econo-

my and oversaw the thaw with the United States that led
Barack Obama to become the first US president to visit
Cuba in 88 years. But since that historic visit last month,
the Castro brothers have hardened anti-US rhetoric and
raised political defenses out of a stated concern
Washington plans to topple them.

Fidel is now frail but attended the congress yesterday
as a delegate. Photos in state media showed him dressed
in a blue tracksuit jacket, apparently joining-in a rendi-
tion of the left-wing anthem The Internationale.

He was given a standing ovation and delivered a
speech about the danger nuclear weapons would wipe
out the human race, like “the dinosaurs.” He also spoke
about climate change and global population growth.
Machado Ventura fought alongside Fidel and Ernesto
“Che” Guevara in their rebellion against a US-backed gov-
ernment in the 1950s. He is seen as a ideological hard-lin-
er who has sought to slow a move to market economics.

In a sign of the secrecy with which the congress has
been conducted, the closing speeches and results of the
country’s most important political event were not broad-
cast live on state television, which instead showed a
soap-opera. Castro said on Saturday that his proposal of
60 as the maximum age for joining the party’s central
committee with a limit of two five-year terms would
allow the young to be promoted more quickly in the par-
ty - key to securing the relevance of an institution that
has suffered falling membership in recent years.

He also said the party should represent more women
and Afro-Cubans. The top leadership is currently over-
whelmingly white and male. While top posts were
unchanged, the party brought in five mostly younger
faces to the powerful political bureau. The new members
included three women. Two were of mixed Afro-Cuban
descent.

Castro has called for sweeping changes in the man-
agement of Cuba’s economy and wants top leaders to
retire at 70. But he said the next five years would be for
transition and such rules would not be fully applied until
then. The congress is not due to reconvene until 2021. 

Castro steps down as Cuba’s president in 2018 and it is
not yet clear whether he will stay on as party leader for
the full five-year term. Younger faces in senior roles
include Miguel Diaz-Canel, 55, who as first vice president
of the country is widely seen as Raul Castro’s successor.
He was re-elected to a senior position in the party but
was not promoted. — Reuters

Trump must have been 

thinking of Slurpee

BUFFALO: Donald Trump made an unfortunate slip-of-the-
tongue while campaigning in Buffalo, New York, at his final
campaign rally before the big-prize primary.

Trump was about to deliver prepared remarks lauding
New York values when he mistakenly mentioned the name
of a popular convenience store chain in place of 9/11.

He told the crowd: “It’s very close to my heart because I
was down there, and I watched our police and our fire-
men down at 7-Eleven, down at the World Trade Center
right after it came down, and I saw the greatest people
I’ve ever seen in action.” Trump has repeatedly invoked
the September 11 attacks as he’s campaigned across his
home state. — AP

HOUSTON: As more than a foot of rain del-
uged the nation’s fourth-largest city, inundat-
ing homes, shutting down major highways
and leaving at least five people dead,
Houston’s mayor said there was no immedi-
ate solution.

Heavy flooding has become nearly an
annual rite of passage in the practically sea-
level city, where experts have long warned of
the potential for catastrophe. “I regret anyone
whose home is flooded again,” said Sylvester
Turner, the city’s mayor, on Monday. “There’s
nothing I can say that’s going to ease your
frustration. We certainly can’t control the
weather.” “A lot of rain coming in a very short
period of time, there’s nothing you can do,” he
added. Flash flooding and a 50 percent
chance of more were possible yesterday, a
day after nearly 18 inches fell in 24 hours. The
National Weather Service had the area under
a flash flood watch through Wednesday
morning.

Scores of subdivisions were flooded and
most schools remained closed although the
city itself was returning to normal. Municipal
offices reopened yesterday and by midmorn-
ing, less than 10,000 CenterPoint Energy cus-
tomers were without power, an improvement
from 24 hours earlier when electricity out-
ages topped 100,000. Houston’s Metropolitan
Transit Authority resumed service and most
highways within the city were open.

Outside the city and into the suburbs of
northwest Harris County, runoff from
Monday’s rains forced creeks over their banks

and forced more people to evacuate their
homes overnight. “It’s going to have to trickle
its way through the city of Houston and to
Galveston Bay,” Francisco Sanchez, a county
spokesman said.

In addition to its location, Houston’s “gum-
bo” soft soil, fast-growing population and
building boom that has turned empty pas-
tures into housing developments all over the
city’s suburbs and exurbs make it vulnerable

to high waters. Harris County has seen a 30
percent jump in population since 2000. Its sur-
rounding counties have almost grown more
than 10 percent since 2000, according to the
Greater Houston Partnership, a business
group. Some of the resulting developments
include adequate greenspace for water runoff,
but not all of them do, said Philip Bedient, an
engineering professor at Rice University.
“Could we have engineered our way out of

this?” Bedient said. “Only if we started talking
about alterations 35 or 40 years ago.” Samuel
Brody, director of the Environmental Planning
& Sustainability Research Unit at Texas A&M
University, last year called Houston “the No. 1
city in America to be injured and die in a
flood.” Rainstorms last year over Memorial Day
weekend caused major flooding that required
authorities to rescue 20 people, most of them
drivers, from high water. Drivers abandoned at
least 2,500 vehicles, and more than 1,000
homes were damaged in the rain.

The year before, flash flooding in Houston
and suburban counties left cars trapped on
major highways. Those storms still pale in
comparison to the devastation wreaked by
Hurricane Ike in 2008 and Tropical Storm
Allison in 2001. Allison left behind $5 billion
in damages and flooded parts of downtown
and the Texas Medical Center, which sits near
the Brays Bayou, a key watershed.

The National Weather Service’s chief mete-
orologist for Houston, Jeff Evans, said
Monday’s soaking and the 2015 Memorial
Day deluge were the second- and third-
biggest rain events on record after Allison,
which dumped more than 30 inches of rain
on parts of the sprawling city over two days.

Asked if manmade climate change could
be a factor, he said the data is unclear but
that the El Nino weather phenomenon,
caused by heightened surface tempera-
tures in the eastern Pacific, could “be a play-
er in why we’re had so many big rain events
this year.” —AP

Houston recovering from 

yet another deadly flood
At least five people killed

HOUSTON: Darius Simon, second from left, helps his mother Carol, evacuate her
flooded apartment complex along with his brother Dominique and son, Isaac
Hernandez on Monday. — AP

BUFFALO: Republican presidential candidate Donald
Trump speaks during a campaign stop at the First
Niagara Center on Monday. — AP


