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PARIS: Members of the elite RAID police force listen to French Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve yesterday. — AP

BELGRADE: Serbia is determined to join
European Union despite the bloc’s “problems”
but will do nothing to jeopardize its good
relations with Russia, Foreign Minister Ivica
Dacic said.

Dacic is also deputy prime minister in
Serbia’s ruling coalition that is expected to
win four more years in power in Sunday’s
general election. The government opened
negotiations on EU membership last
December, and hopes to complete them by
2019, but opinion polls show Serbs are
increasingly sceptical about the benefits of
joining given the painful economic restruc-
turing required.

Years of euro zone crisis and Britain’s June
referendum on whether to leave the bloc
have also clouded the EU’s image. “Clearly,
the EU has problems. There’s no international
institution without problems in its function-
ing,” Dacic told Reuters in an interview on
Monday evening.

“Serbia is neither Norway nor Switzerland
to say it does not need the EU. (Brexit) is a
danger to the EU, not to our determination to

enter the EU,” he said. Serbia’s ties with Russia,
with which it shares Slav and Orthodox
Christian history, and its link with rising pow-
er China, will not be harmed by plans for
accession to the EU, Dacic said.

Serbia relies heavily on Russia for gas and
sees Russia as an important market for its
agricultural exports. It holds military exercises
with both NATO countries and Russia and has
no plans to join NATO. 

In 2014, Serbia refused to join Western
sanctions imposed on Moscow over its
annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea and its back-
ing of pro-Russian separatists in eastern
Ukraine, despite EU pressure to align its for-
eign policy.

“Serbia has no intention of making any
moves that would jeopardize its EU path,
but neither will it make any moves that
could jeopardize ties with our traditional
friends, including Russia,” Dacic said. The 28-
nation EU is Serbia’s biggest trading partner
and investor and two former Yugoslav
republics - Croatia and Slovenia - are already
EU members. — Reuters

PARIS: France is reorganizing its police special
forces, responding to allegations that rivalries
between the three major branches of law enforce-
ment hampered the response to the attacks in
November.

French Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve, who

has promised a response time of 20 minutes nation-
wide, confirmed that elite intervention forces will
be deployed in all major cities. The announcement
comes ahead of an exercise at Paris’ Montparnasse
station that will involve forces from the police, gen-
darmes and a separate SWAT-like unit known as the

BRI. The exercise is intended to mimic a coordinated
response to a mass killing like the Nov. 13 attacks
that left 130 dead. The forces have traditionally
been centered in Paris, and authorities warned that
France was ill-prepared outside the capital as the
Euro 2016 soccer championships approach. —AP

France reshuffles police forces

to avoid rivalries in crisis

BRASÕLIA: Yesterday President Dilma Rousseff
warned that the impeachment process against
her will harm Brazil’s stability and suggested that
sexism played a part in efforts to oust its first
female head of state.

The 68-year-old leftist leader pressed her case
against what she calls a “coup” attempt, insisting
that there was no legal basis to remove her from
office. “This will not bring political stability. Why
will it not bring political stability? Because it
breaks the foundation of democracy,” Rousseff
said at a news conference with foreign journalists.

Rousseff is close to losing her job as the
Senate prepares to schedule a vote on whether
to open an impeachment trial, expected in mid-
May, after the lower house of Congress over-
whelmingly approved the measure on Sunday.

The political crisis is among a slew of chal-
lenges besetting Latin America’s biggest econo-
my: A deep recession, a massive corruption scan-
dal at state oil giant Petrobras, the fight against
the Zika virus and preparations for the Rio
Olympics in August.

When asked whether the fact that she’s
Brazil’s first woman president influenced the
impeachment process, Rousseff said: “I believe
that it is a big component.” She said she heard
misogynist comments from a businessman sug-
gesting that a woman under pressure can be
“hysterical and unbalanced.” “They’re not satisfied
that I’m not nervous, hysterical or unbalanced,”
she said, recalling that she survived torture as a
member of a guerrilla group under the military
dictatorship in the 1970s. 

“There’s a level of great prejudice against
women mixed up in all of this.  Great prejudice,”
she said, adding that she faced “a treatment that
certainly would not be given to a male president.”
Looking tired, Rousseff struck an emotional tone
when she said it was “lamentable” that lower
house deputy Jair Bolsonaro-a rightwing pop-
ulist who praises the military dictatorship of
1964-1985 — dedicated his pro-impeachment
vote on Sunday to Carlos Alberto Brilhante Ustra,
a colonel accused of overseeing torture during
the regime.

Senate eyes vote    
While Rousseff struck back at critics, the

Senate was to open formalities by reading the
12,000 pages of the impeachment papers alleg-
ing that her administration took unauthorized
state loans to mask government budget holes
during an election year. The president denied
committing any crime, saying that her govern-
ment used accounting practices that are com-
mon in other countries and were used by her
predecessors.

Senators must now agree on the composition
of a special impeachment committee. A vote on
launching the trial is expected to take place by
May 11. A tally by the daily Folha de S.Paulo
showed that 48 senators are in favor of impeach-
ment, more than the simple majority needed in
the 81-member chamber to start proceedings.

Rousseff would then be suspended for six
months during the trial. She would be replaced
by Vice President Michel Temer, a former ally of
the centrist PMDB party who turned against her.

A two-thirds majority will be needed to perma-
nently remove her from office, which would
leave Temer at the helm until her term ends in
late 2018.

Rousseff slams ‘conspiracy’  
This “is an attempt at circumventing elections

by a group that would not be able to get itself
elected,” Rousseff said. She singled out Temer as
being behind part of the “conspiracy” and noted
that the lawmaker who launched the impeach-
ment process, House Speaker Eduardo Cunha,
faces corruption charges.

Both men are members of the PMDB, a for-
mer coalition partner which defected from
Rousseff and threw its weight behind the
impeachment process. 

Rousseff said that despite the upheaval the
Olympics, due to be hosted in Rio de Janeiro in
August, will go well. “I am certain these will be
the best Olympic Games in the country and
beyond-in the whole world,” she said. — AFP

Rousseff warns of instability

in impeachment bid

‘She heard misogynist comments’   

BRASILIA: Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff speaks during a news conference with interna-
tional press at Planalto Palace yesterday. — AFP

Body of missing

Florida priest

found in Georgia

ST. AUGUSTINE: The weeklong search for a missing
Florida priest ended Monday evening in rural east
Georgia when authorities found what they believe to be
the body of the Rev. Rene Wayne Robert.

St.  Johns County Sheriff David Shoar made the
announcement Monday night in St. Augustine, where
Robert, 71, was a senior priest for the Diocese of St.
Augustine. The body was found near Waynesboro,
Georgia, after the man arrested while driving Robert’s car
led police there. The body still needs to be positively
identified by authorities in Georgia.  But Shoar said dur-
ing a late-night news conference in St. Augustine all the
evidence collected indicates it is Robert.

The motive for the killing remains unclear. Law
enforcement authorities in Aiken, South Carolina, tracked
down Steven James Murray, 28, following a manhunt. He
was driving Robert’s Toyota Corolla, which the sheriff said
Murray had driven back and forth between Florida and
South Carolina.

Murray was arrested on April 13 and returned to St.
Augustine two days later on charges of fleeing and
attempting to elude law enforcement officers and on
being a fugitive. He was being held without bond in the
St. Johns County Jail yesterday.

Officials say Murray likely will face additional charges
in Georgia, where Robert’s body was found. “I’m sure he’s
going to be charged in the very near future with first-
degree murder,” Shoar said. Sheriff ’s officials in Burke
County, Georgia, didn’t immediately return a telephone
message from The Associated Press yesterday. —AP

BERLIN: Hungary’s prime minister, one of
the strongest European critics of
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s approach to the
migrant crisis,  has made a politically
charged visit to her predecessor and one-
time mentor, Helmut Kohl.

Viktor Orban traveled to Kohl’s home in
southwestern Germany yesterday for what
Kohl’s office termed a private visit between
friends. Still, it has been widely interpreted

in Germany as a swipe by Kohl at Merkel
over her relatively liberal approach to wel-
coming refugees.

A joint statement by Kohl’s office and
the Hungarian embassy said that Europe
“cannot be the new home for millions of
people in need worldwide.” 

However, it added that Kohl and Orban
don’t oppose Merkel’s efforts to resolve
the crisis. — AP

Hungary PM visits German 

ex-leader Kohl amid migrant crisis

OGGERSHEIM, GERMANY: Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban arrives for a visit
to former German Chancellor Helmut Kohl in Kohl’s house yesterday. — AP

Serbia determined to join 

EU despite bloc’s ‘problems’

ATHENS: The Greek government said
yesterday that European data this week
will confirm it performed better than
expected last year and help conclude a
review of its reforms, adding that it
would only implement more measures if
it missed its 2018 targets. A successful
conclusion to the review of Athens’
reforms and fiscal progress under an
international bailout agreed last summer
would unlock further aid that it needs to
repay its debts and unpaid state bills.

The process has dragged on for
months due partly to a rift among its
international lenders over how the
recession-hit economy will fare and
whether it needs debt relief, and also
due to Athens’ resistance to imposing
additional unpopular measures. The
European Union’s statistics agency will
say in a report on Thursday that Athens
was in the black last year, spokeswoman
Olga Gerovasili said.

“ The report to be released on
Thursday will confirm a larger primary
budget surplus compared to what had
been initially projected,” she told
reporters. “The positive developments ...
will be the basis for the conclusion of the
review.” The primary budget in 2015 had
been expected to show a deficit equiva-
lent to 0.25 percent of the country’s
gross domestic product, according to
the bailout.

Talks between Greek ministers and

inspectors of official lenders - the EU
Commission, European Stability
Mechanism, European Central Bank and
the International Monetary Fund - were
set to resume again in Athens yesterday.

Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras hopes
that concluding the review will send a
positive signal to markets and lure back
investors, while a debt relief agreement
will convince Greeks that their sacrifices
are paying off after six years of belt-
tightening. EU institutions believe
Greece could achieve a primary surplus
in 2018 of 3.5 percent of GDP. The IMF,
which will decide whether to co-finance
the bailout after the review and in light
of how much debt relief the country
receives, says Greece will miss that target
unless it implements more measures.

Gerovasili said that the adoption of
additional measures now would pose an
economic but not a political problem for
the government, which has a thin parlia-
mentary majority. But, she said, Athens
would be willing to go that route at a lat-
er stage if the 2018 target were to look
unattainable.

“If the 2018 fiscal targets are not met,
of course we would be obliged to take
some extra measures to reach them,” she
said. In an effort to speed up the talks,
Athens unveiled a bill on pension and
income tax reforms yesterday, aiming at
savings of 2 percent of gross domestic
product. — Reuters

Greece expects Eurostat data to 

help conclude bailout review

UNITED NATIONS: The first UN special ses-
sion to address global drug policy in nearly
20 years bristled with tension yesterday
over the use of the death penalty for drug-
related offenses, as countries wrestled over
whether to emphasize criminalization and
punishment or health and human rights.

The outcome document adopted by
member states included no criticism of the
death penalty, saying only that countries
should ensure that punishments are com-
mensurate with the crimes. “Disproportional
penalties ... create vicious cycles of marginal-
ization and further crime,” Mexican President
Enrique Pena Nieto told the gathering. He
also called for the decriminalization of
marijuana for medical and scientific pur-
poses and said the international commu-
nity’s responses to drug issues is “frankly,
insufficient.”

He said Mexico in the coming days
would announce specific drug policies with
an emphasis on health and human rights.
Indonesia, which last year executed 14
people, mostly foreigners, convicted of
drug-related crimes amid an international
outcry, defended its stance yesterday, say-
ing the death penalty is not prohibited
under international law.

Prior to this week’s three-day meeting,
Democratic presidential candidates Hillary
Clinton and Bernie Sanders, rock star Sting
and hundreds of others sent an open to UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon letter say-
ing the war on drugs has failed. 

It said that for decades, governments
have focused resources on repressing drug
use, resulting in the imprisonment of mil-
lions of people, mostly the poor and ethnic
minorities, and mostly for non-violent
offenses.

The letter’s signers, including former
presidents of Mexico, Colombia, Brazil,
Switzerland and others, joined a growing
number of government officials and drug
policy analysts calling for a shift in global
drug policy from emphasizing criminaliza-
tion to health and human rights. Hundreds
of government officials, representatives of
non-governmental organizations and indi-
viduals from civil society are attending the
General Assembly special session at UN
headquarters.

The last special session on the topic in
1998 ended with the lofty but unattainable
goal of ridding the planet of illegal drugs
by 2008. On the non-medical use of drugs,
the outcome document adopted yesterday
says countries should “develop and imple-
ment countermeasures and supportive
public health, education and socioeconom-
ic strategies to effectively address and
counter the non-medical use and misuse of
pharmaceuticals that contain narcotic
drugs and psychotropic substances, while
ensuring their availability for legitimate
purposes.”

Last month, The Global Commission on
Drug Policy - whose members include for-
mer presidents of Mexico and Brazil, as well
as former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan
and Virgin Group founder Richard Branson -
said in a statement that discussions draft-
ing the outcome document adopted yes-
terday relied too heavily on an outdated
approach that emphasizes criminal justice
and prohibition.

The group argued that the emphasis
should instead be on alternative approach-
es including abolishing capital punishment
for drug-related offenses and a focus on
treatment. — AP

Countries clash over 

death penalty at UN

UNITED NATIONS: Enrique Pena Nieto, President of the United Mexican States,
addresses the UN special session on global drug policy yesterday. — AP


