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TAIPEI: Taiwan said yesterday that it would protest to
Beijing and Belgium after its delegation was barred at
a global industry conference in Brussels due to com-
plaints from China.

It is the latest bout of diplomatic sparring between
Taiwan and China as tensions simmer ahead of the
inauguration of Taiwan’s president-elect, Tsai Ing-wen,
in May. Beijing does not trust Tsai’s historically pro-
independence party and ties are predicted to deterio-
rate. Although it is self-ruling, Beijing considers
Taiwan a province awaiting reunification since the
two sides split after a civil war on the mainland in

1949. Taiwanese officials attending the Organization
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)
steel symposium in Brussels were barred from a meet-
ing Monday after China complained to Belgium they
were not sufficiently high-ranking, Taiwan’s economic
ministry said.  Taiwan is not an OECD member but has
attended the organization’s steel committee meet-
ings since 2005. “Our delegation protested on the
spot, and pointed out that nearly half of the heads of
delegations held similar ranks as us,” Taiwan’s Ministry
of Economic Affairs said in a statement.

The Taiwanese group were unable to enter the

meeting because of China’s complaint, it added. “That
is an unreasonable and discriminatory act,” the state-
ment said. Taiwan’s representative to the European
Union has asked the island’s Mainland Affairs Council
to lodge a complaint with China, and the delegation
will submit a protest letter to the Belgian government
Tuesday, it said.

Taiwan’s five-member delegation included a sec-
tion chief from the economics ministry, as well as rep-
resentatives from the trade bureau and the island’s
steel sector.  Taiwan is barred from a number of inter-
national organizations as Beijing’s global dominance

has grown and its number of allies is dwindling-the
island now only has diplomatic ties with 22 states. The
Brussels snub comes after Taiwan last week blasted
Beijing for being “rude and violent” over the deporta-
tion of 45 of its citizens from Kenya to China where
they face investigation for fraud.

Taiwan said it will send 10 officials to the mainland
Wednesday in an attempt to bring the suspects back
to the island for investigation and trial. The island has
also alleged that Beijing sought to deport another
group of Taiwanese implicated in telecom fraud in
Malaysia. — AFP
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MINAMIASO: Rescuers search for missing persons at the site of a landslide yesterday. — AP

MINAMIASO: Japan’s southern quake-hit area
was rattled by a strong aftershock yesterday and
searchers found a woman’s body buried under
landslide rubble, raising the death toll from the
twin earthquakes to 45.

More than 100,000 evacuees, some sleeping
in their cars and others in gymnasiums or com-
munity centers, were bracing for another chilly
night. Many people are afraid to stay in their
homes as aftershocks continued to shake the
area on the southern island of Kyushu, including
a 5.5-magnitude temblor yesterday afternoon.

Authorities were advising people staying in
cars and shelters to move about to avoid devel-
oping deep-vein thrombosis, or blood clots that
develop after being immobile for a long time.
Japanese media reported that a 51-year-old
woman from Kumamoto had died Monday from
the condition. At least 23 people have devel-
oped symptoms, Kyodo News service said.
Saiseikai Kumamoto Hospital said Tuesday it had

diagnosed 10 cases, including two people in crit-
ical condition. The area around Kumamoto was
hit by two quakes within 28 hours of each other
late Thursday and early Saturday, triggering
landslides that have blocked roads. The Fire and
Disaster Management Agency said nearly 1,200
houses had been destroyed.

The Death Toll
Nine people died in the first, magnitude 6.4

earthquake, and at least 36 died in the second
one, which registered 7.3. About 1,100 have
been injured. The hardest-hit towns are Mashiki,
where 20 residents died, and Minamiaso, a
remote mountain area where 11 died and the
death toll is creeping up as soldiers and emer-
gency workers use backhoes and shovels to
search for missing people.

Temperatures around Kumamoto city are
forecast to fall  to 8 degrees Celsius (46 F)
overnight. The earthquake damage and loss of

power and water is reverberating beyond
Kyushu as Toyoto Motor Corp. and other manu-
facturers have suspended production.

Several soldiers carried a woman’s body
down on a plastic tray covered with an olive-
green tarp Tuesday morning as dozens of work-
ers dug through where a mudslide slammed
into buildings in Saturday’s quake.

Food shortages and cuts to water service are
plaguing the relief effort. American military air-
lifts are helping to deliver water, bread, ready-to-
eat food and other emergency supplies to
remote areas. The US has about 50,000 troops
stationed in Japan, and the American military
played a large role in rescue and relief in 2011
after a massive earthquake and tsunami hit the
northeastern coast of the main island of Honshu.

Limited flights resumed to Kumamoto Airport
yesterday, but outbound passenger flights
remain almost entirely suspended because of
severe damage to the terminal building. — AP
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TOKYO: A UN special envoy urged the Japanese
government yesterday to protect media inde-
pendence, which he warned is facing “serious
threats.” The visit of David Kaye, the United
Nations special rapporteur on freedom of opin-
ion and expression, came as concerns over media
freedoms have grown. The government and rul-
ing Liberal Democratic Party have both drawn
criticism for allegedly threatening the press.

Parliament in 2013 passed a law on protecting
specially designated secrets, while the cabinet
minister responsible for regulating broadcasting
told parliament this year the government can
revoke licenses if broadcasters fail to correct
reporting deemed politically biased.

“There’s a significant concern about the direc-
tion of independent media in Japan,” Kaye told
reporters after a week-long visit, saying he had
heard from journalists of worries “about their
ability to independently report on issues, particu-
larly issues of sensitivity to the government”.  

In 2014 the conservative LDP wrote to broad-
cast networks urging “fair” coverage ahead of a
general election, in what was seen as an attempt
to intimidate media.

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe supported the
February comments by Internal Affairs Minister
Sanae Takaichi on the broadcast law, which stipu-
lates “politically fair” coverage. But Abe has insist-
ed his government “cherishes freedom of
speech”. Kaye said the law should be amended
since “the government-any government should
not be in the position of determining what is fair.”
“Broadcast media should not even theoretically
be subject to regulation by government adminis-
tration,” he said, adding they should be overseen
by an independent entity. He said he was unable
to meet Takaichi during his visit despite repeated
requests. The envoy also touched on the secrets
protection law, saying he remains concerned
even though the government assured him harsh
penalties would not be applied to journalists.

“The law should be so amended to eliminate
any chilling effect” on journalists, he wrote in a
report on his preliminary observations. The
envoy also called on Japan to abolish its press
club system, under which select media outlets
have exclusive access to government ministries
and police departments at the national and
local levels. —AFP
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SEOUL: Recent satellite images show only
“limited” activity at North Korea’s nuclear test
site, despite reports that Pyongyang is on the
verge of conducting a fifth underground test,
a US think-tank said Tuesday.

But while the images contain little to sug-
gest a test is imminent, analysts at the US-
Korea Institute at Johns Hopkins University
noted that North Korea has become increas-
ingly expert at masking its preparation work.

South Korean President Park Geun-Hye told
her cabinet Monday that intelligence sources
had detected signs that Pyongyang was
preparing a new test, an assessment echoed
the same day by her defence ministry.

North Korea is gearing up for a rare and
much-hyped ruling party congress early next

month, at which leader Kim Jong-Un is expected
to take credit for pushing the country’s nuclear
weapons program to new heights. Numerous
analysts have suggested the regime might carry
out a fifth nuclear test as a display of defiance
and strength just before the congress opens. 

In its analysis yesterday, the US-Korea
Institute said the most recent satellite imagery
of the Punggye-ri test site showed “very limit-
ed activity”, although key areas were clear of
snow and being maintained. “While there is lit-
tle evidence that a test is imminent, the possi-
bility cannot be ruled out since the North has
demonstrated the ability to conduct detona-
tions on short notice by slow rolling prepara-
tions, masking significant indicators from satel-
lite view,” it said. —AP
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TOKYO: United Nations Special Rapporteur for Freedom of expression David Kaye takes a seat
prior to start his FCC press conference yesterday. — AFP

TOKYO: Yesterday Panamanian President
Juan Carlos Varela called for global efforts
to tackle the “Panama Papers” scandal,
insisting it is not a problem just for his
country but the international financial sys-
tem as a whole.

Panama is scrambling to avert designa-
tion once again as a tax haven that assists
money laundering after the disclosure of
the offshore dealings of many of the
world’s wealthy, famous and infamous.
They came to light  when millions of docu-
ments covering nearly 40 years of business
were leaked from the archives of the

Panamanian law firm Mossack Fonseca. The
revelations have had far-reaching political
consequences, already bringing down the
Icelandic prime minister and Spain’s indus-
try minister, while forcing others to explain
their financial dealings. 

“(The)’Panama Papers’, it is not about
Panama,” Varela, who arrived in Japan on
Sunday, told an investment seminar in

Tokyo. “It’s about a global problem that is
tax evasion and also the use of the financial
systems and legal system,” he added. 

The president’s views
Varela said his country is willing to

cooperate with an Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development
initiative to share tax information, saying:
“We have the door open to do it in a multi-
lateral way.”He also reiterated his demand
that France drop Panama from a blacklist of
tax havens. Following the recent disclo-
sures Paris has put Panama back on its
national list of Uncooperative States and
Territories. It had removed it in 2012.

Such an international designation
would deal a heavy blow to Panama’s vital
financial services sector. The Panamanian
government recently imposed reforms to
move it towards global transparency stan-
dards. Varela said he plans to announce a
bilateral taxation scheme with Japan under
OECD standards today following his meet-
ing with Prime Minister Shinzo Abe. The
world’s leading economies took a step last
week toward denying tax evaders and
money launderers the ability to hide
behind anonymous shell companies.

Acting in the wake of the scandal,
finance chiefs of the Group of 20 meeting
in Washington on Friday supported propos-
als requiring authorities to share the identi-
ties of shell companies’ real owners. They
also backed creating a blacklist of interna-
tional tax havens that do not cooperate
with information-sharing programs.

On Monday Varela said in an interview
with Kyodo News agency that Panama has
“decided to join the common reporting
standards”, referring to the measures on
exchanging financial account information
with tax authorities set by the OECD. OECD
head Angel Gurria said last week that Isabel
De Saint Malo, vice president of the Central
American country, had called him to
express willingness to cooperate with his
organization. — AFP
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TOKYO: Panamanian President Juan
Carlos Varela (L) listens to a speech dur-
ing the Panama investment seminar yes-
terday. — AFP

MASHIKI: Japan has resorted to opening a
prison to those left homeless by two dead-
ly earthquakes, officials said yesterday,
highlighting the challenges faced in deal-
ing with tens of thousands who have fled
their homes.

Two major earthquakes and about 600
smaller tremors have rocked the south-
western island of Kyushu since late
Thursday, leaving a total of 44 people dead
and more than 1,000 injured — 208 of
them seriously-in Japan’s worst humanitari-
an disaster in five years.

Many who abandoned their damaged or
destroyed homes have had to sleep in tem-
porary accommodation, huddle in
makeshift shelters or even sleep in their
cars, and local media have reported prob-
lems in delivering food and other essentials
as well as raising health concerns.

Nearly 117,000 people were in evacua-
tion shelters, Takayuki Matsushita, a
spokesman for the Kumamoto prefectural
government, told AFP, but he added that
the figure does not include those staying
with friends or family or in places other
than official shelters.

Justice Ministry official Koichi Shima
told AFP that a prison in the hard-hit city of
Kumamoto has accommodated as many as
250 people at a time in the correctional
facility’s martial arts training hall.

About 110 people were staying there
yesterday alongside nearly 500 inmates, he
added. The ministry decided to start using
prison facilities as evacuation centres after
a huge undersea quake in March 2011
killed around 18,500 people when it sent a
devastating tsunami barrelling into the
northeast coast and sparking a nuclear

meltdown disaster. “This is the first time
that the policy has been put into practice,”
Shima said. An initial quake on Thursday,
measured at 6.2 magnitude by US geolo-
gists, affected older buildings and killed
nine people. But Saturday’s more powerful
7.0-magnitude tremor and an ensuing
landslide brought even newer structures
crashing down.

More than 600 quakes and aftershocks
have been recorded in the area since
Thursday, according to the Japan
Meteorological Agency. Officials said that
the death toll from the quakes rose to 44 as
two more bodies were recovered, while at
least eight people were still listed as missing.
Many people are avoiding the congested
shelters set up in local schools and town hall
buildings, choosing instead to stay in their
cars. That has fanned worries about deep-
vein thrombosis-also known as economy-
class syndrome-when prolonged immobility
can lead to blood clots forming in the legs
and travelling to the heart, lungs or brain
with potentially fatal consequences.

Jiji Press reported that a 51-year-old
woman in Kumamoto had died from the
condition, though it could not be immedi-
ately confirmed. Other reports said five
people had been diagnosed with clots.

Separately, commercial airlines resumed
flights to Kumamoto’s airport early yester-
day but the planes were departing with no
passengers as quake damage to the termi-
nal building meant security checks could
not be conducted.

Japan is one of the world’s most seismi-
cally active countries, sitting on the so-
called “Ring of Fire” around the Pacific tec-
tonic plate. — AFP
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MASHIKI, JAPAN: Evacuees in their vehicle which they have been using for shelter
following two major earthquakes. — AFP


