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He assured that Kuwait Petroleum Corporation’s marketing
sector has also been able to fulfill its export commitments
without any delay or rescheduling of loading times. Sheikh
Talal added that operations at the Petrochemical Industries
Company and Kuwait Oil Tanker Company are proceeding
normally. Sheikh Talal also said the shutdown of gas station BS
150 was a normal precautionary measure, pointing to the
operation of stations BS 140 and BS 160 instead. The
spokesman added that efforts were being exerted in order to

resume normal levels of production and operation at all oil
facilities, noting an increase in production rates following the
operation of gas collection centers 11, 12 and 24.

“Production and export operations are going on normally,
and traffic of tankers at KNPC ports is going as planned as per
the contingency plan,” Sheikh Talal said. KPC’s international
marketing sector is in touch with clients in order to fulfill the
needs of world markets, he pointed out. He spoke highly of
“friendly” oil companies that provided KPC with a group of
efficient technicians and workers with a view to boost oil pro-
duction in the country. — Agencies 

Govt won’t take ‘illegal’ action against oil...
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Last week, the Assembly passed in principle the bill
after exempting private homes of Kuwaiti citizens from any
increase and kept the price at 2 fils per kilowatt regardless
of consumption. The bill however did not exempt tens of
thousands of Kuwaiti families living in apartments, so the
committee made the amendment.

The increase for expatriates remained unchanged at 5
fils per kilowatt for the first 1,000 kilowatts, 10 fils per kilo-
watt for between 1,000 and 2,000 kW and 15 fils per kilo-
watt for any consumption above 2,000 kW. The Assembly
will vote on the new amendments next week and is
expected to agree on the dates of applying the new
charges. Initially, it was proposed to start for expatriates
after 15 months from the issuance of the law.

The new charges for expatriates will hardly change dur-
ing winter months but are expected to increase manifold
during the summer months because of air-conditioning.

For example, an average consumer who paid only KD 5
monthly on average could end up paying over KD 50 for
each of the summer months.

The government also plans to reduce subsidies for
petrol to increase its prices by over 50 percent and is wait-
ing to strike a deal with MPs on how to deal with Kuwaiti
motorists. Some MPs have proposed to exempt citizens
from any increase in petrol prices while others called for
paying them cash assistance as compensation for the raise.
Such decisions are expected to eventually cause a rise in
the cost of a number of services and goods, thus raising
inflation rates considerably.

Commerce and Industry Minister Youssef Al-Ali said last
week in the Assembly that the ministry does not expect
raising power charges to result in increasing prices of other
services and goods. The ministry had already issued a deci-
sion banning any artificial increase in prices of consumer
goods without a permit from the ministry following the
increase in power and petrol charges.

Work permit, transfer fees raised up to KD 50
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He said Saudi Arabia had agreed that Iranian aircraft
could land for the hajj, an exception since all flights
from the Islamic republic were barred after the diplo-
matic crisis. Security was another contentious issue in
the talks, after a massive stampede in last year’s hajj
killed more than 2,000 foreign pilgrims, including 464
Iranians. “The Saudis offered good solutions on security,”
introducing electronic tracking bracelets for all hajj par-
ticipants, Ohadi said.

The Iranian delegation was expected back in Tehran
later yesterday. Other officials in Tehran also waded into

the row. “Saudi Arabia is stonewalling on the visa issue,”
Culture Minister Ali Jannati said on Monday. “We say
that if the Swiss government is protecting your interests
in Iran, then it should issue visas too. Issuing visas in a
third country is absolutely unacceptable for us.”

Saudi Arabia severed diplomatic ties with Iran on
January 3 after its diplomatic missions in Tehran and
Mashhad were stormed and set alight by mobs follow-
ing Riyadh’s execution of a prominent Shiite cleric and
activist, Nimr Al-Nimr. This year’s pilgrimage to Makkah -
a trip that all Muslims who are able to are expected to
perform at least once in their lifetime - is due to take
place in September. — AFP 

Iran-Saudi hajj talks halt due to visa...
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Witnesses said on social media the argument yesterday
was over the price of a cup of tea, which was confirmed to
Reuters by security sources. The video, one of several
shared by the witness, showed a man lying still on the
ground surrounded by angry onlookers.

The interior ministry said in a statement that a police-
man got into an argument with a vendor over “the price of
a drink” and shot him dead, injuring two others in the
process. A judicial source told Reuters the policeman shot
the three men with an assault rifle and fled. The victim died
from a bullet to the heart, the judicial source said. “There are
clashes between the police and locals. Security forces
brought in two riot police vehicles and an armored truck
and the victim’s family is here and pelting them with rocks,”
said the witness who sent the video and who declined to be
named for fear of reprisal. “Security forces are retreating and
promising justice but the crowd is demanding police hand
over the killer.”

Anger over perceived police excesses helped fuel the
2011 uprising that ended President Hosni Mubarak’s 30-
year rule and began on a Police Day holiday. Since then,
police have regained their power and human rights groups
say they have returned to their old ways. Public anger
against police has surged again in recent months. In
February, a policeman shot dead a driver in the street in an

argument over a fare, prompting hundreds to protest out-
side the Cairo security directorate. There were also riots in
Ismailia and the southern city Luxor over the authorities’
handling of at least three deaths in police custody in a sin-
gle week in November.

Egyptian security forces have also faced scrutiny over the
killing of Italian researcher Giulio Regeni in Cairo this year.
Human rights groups say his death bears the hallmarks of
Egyptian security agencies. Officials deny involvement. “A
hundred years of isolated incidents,” wrote one commenta-
tor on Twitter. In a separate development, an Italian security
team arrived in Cairo yesterday to review with Egyptian
counterparts the latest in the case of an Italian student who
was found dead by a roadside in Cairo in February with
signs of severe torture, according to security officials at
Cairo’s international airport. 

Italy has said it was prepared to take “immediate and
proportional measures” against Egypt if it fails to provide all
the information it has about the torture and death of doc-
toral student Giulio Regeni, who disappeared in Cairo on
Jan 25, the fifth anniversary of Egypt’s 2011 uprising when
police were out in force to prevent any demonstrations.
Italy earlier this month recalled its ambassador from Egypt
for consultations after Italian investigators expressed disap-
pointment over Egypt’s cooperation in the investigation.
Egypt has repeatedly denied involvement by its security
services in Regeni’s killing. — Agencies 

Egypt cop kills vendor over price of cup...
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Riyadh and its neighbors fear the US-supported deal
will only embolden Iran which they accuse of interference
throughout the Middle East. Over the past 15 years the US
has sold combat aircraft to Gulf states, but the senior
American defense official said Iran’s activities “won’t be
countered” in that way. Rather, “special operations forces
and maritime interdiction” are needed, he said.

The US is proposing to help train Gulf special forces
and to develop their naval capacity to prevent Iran from
supplying Shiite groups that it supports in the region,
the official said. In “just over a six month period we and
our coalition partners were able to interdict four
weapon shipments off the coast of Yemen”, he said.

The United States provides precision-guided
weapons and intelligence support to a Saudi-led mili-
tary coalition that intervened in Yemen 13 months ago
to support the government against Iran-backed rebels.
Royal Saudi Air Force jets, many of them US-made F-15s,
have carried out intensive air strikes against the rebels
and their allies. The coalition maintains a naval blockade
of Yemen. Carter will also repeat to his GCC counter-
parts the importance of increased support for Iraq,
where the government is trying to reconquer territory
seized by the Islamic State group of Sunni extremists.

“We are urging them to come in... provide funds and
support, both political and economic, to the Iraqi gov-
ernment,” the American official said. Saudi Arabia’s
ambassador to Iraq presented his credentials in January,
re-establishing relations a quarter-century after they
were cut following ex-president Saddam Hussein’s inva-
sion of Kuwait. “In a perfect world, we would see full
diplomatic normalization between all Gulf countries
and the Iraqi government,” the official said. “There has
been some reluctance among the Gulf states”. On
Monday in Baghdad, Carter announced new US support
for the Iraqi government, including the deployment of
an additional 217 military personnel.

Meanwhile, the US government is poised to approve
two long-delayed sales of Boeing Co fighter jets to
Qatar and Kuwait, and could announce the multibillion-
dollar deals during Obama’s visit, according to two
sources familiar with the matter. Both deals have been

stalled amid concerns raised by Israel that equipment
sent to Gulf states could fall into the wrong hands and
be used against it, and by the Obama administration’s
broader decision-making on military aid to the Gulf.

However, the Pentagon and the State Department
both have signed off on the sale of some 36 F-15 fighter
jets to Qatar and 24 F/A-18E/F Super Hornets to Kuwait,
both built by Boeing. The White House is expected to
follow suit shortly. The sale to Kuwait is worth about $3
billion and the one to Qatar is probably close to $4 bil-
lion, sources familiar with the matter said. “The last hur-
dle now is getting approval from the National Security
Council and the White House,” said one of the sources.
The Pentagon had no immediate comment.

A senior Obama administration official said it was the
administration’s policy not to comment on potential
arm sales until it has formally notified Congress of an
intent to sell something. But, the official said, the United
States is committed to the security and stability of the
Gulf region and defense sales “fit into the overall US
regional diplomatic strategy”.

Senior US officials, including Navy Secretary Ray
Mabus have publicly urged approval of the weapons
sales, which will help maintain production of the fourth-
generation Boeing fighter jets, while the newer and
more advanced Lockheed Martin Corp F-35 fighter jet
enters service in coming years. One senior US defense
official said the Pentagon is keen to see the Boeing F-15
and F/A-18 production lines in St Louis continue and
does not want to “foreclose any options on fourth-gen-
eration aircraft at this point”.

Boeing already is spending “hundreds of millions” of
dollars to buy long-lead materials such as titanium to
prepare for a possible Kuwaiti order for F/A-18E/F Super
Hornets and a separate US Navy order for 12 jets put on
the service’s “unfunded priorities” list submitted to
Congress. The Navy is hoping that Congress will provide
the funding to pay for the Boeing jets in fiscal 2017,
although the planes were not included in its base budg-
et request. It already has earmarked funding for more
F/A-18E/F jets in fiscal 2018. A larger concern now is the
Boeing F-15 line, which is set to end in 2019 after Boeing
completes work on a large order for Saudi Arabia, unless
a follow-on order is approved.  — Agencies

US seeks Gulf special forces

Afghan farmers harvest opium sap from a poppy field in the Chaparhar district of Nangarhar province yesterday. — AFP 


