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CARNOUSTIE: When Jean van de Velde
says he believes that Jordan Spieth will
get over his Masters meltdown, the
Frenchman knows what he is talking
about. Needing a double-bogey six
down the last hole of the 1999 British
Open at Carnoustie in Scotland, Van de
Velde produced a calamitous triple-
bogey seven and eventually lost out to
Paul Lawrie in a play-off.

It was a moment that came to mind
at the Masters when Spieth blew the
lead by putting two balls into the water
on the 12th hole, allowing Danny Willett
to storm past him to victory.

“Trust me, you can’t believe how fast
everything is happening when that guy
is you,” said Van de Velde. “That’s what I

love about golf. It slaps you on the finger
five minutes after the biggest high you
could ever think of.”

Van de Velde stepped onto the final
tee of the 1999 Open leading by three
shots and needing only to record a six to
become the first Frenchman since 1907
to capture golf ’s oldest major. He had
birdied the 18th hole in two of three pri-
or rounds. Van de Velde chose a driver
off the tee, but put his tee shot well right
of the fairway. Rather than lay up with
his second shot, he decided to go for the
green, only to come horribly unstuck as
his ball ricocheted off a grandstand, hit
the top of a stone wall and cannoned
back into knee-high rough.

He put his third shot into the Barry

Burn, which stretches across the 18th
fairway, and then removed his shoes and
socks to step into the water as he con-
templated whether or nor to attempt a
shot. In the end he elected to take a
penalty drop, from where he found a
greenside bunker, before bravely hoist-
ing his sixth shot onto the green and
sinking a six-foot putt for a triple-bogey
seven.

NO COLD SWEATS 
It left him in a three-way tie with

American Justin Leonard and Scotland’s
Lawrie, who prevailed after a four-hole
play-off. The weekend before last-and on
the 20th anniversary of Australian Greg
Norman’s collapse at the 1996 Masters-

Spieth felt the championship slip from
his fingers in similar fashion.

Spieth, the defending champion,
looked to be cruising to victory, but a
disastrous 12th hole meant that he end-
ed up handing his green jacket over to
Englishman Willett.

Van de Velde said he sympathised
with the 22-year old Texan.  “Jordan is an
extraordinary player who has an extraor-
dinary head on his shoulders and he will
get over it extremely quickly,” Van de
Velde said.  “And when he does, he will
become stronger and stronger.”

Van de Velde was speaking by tele-
phone from his residence in Hong Kong
to reporters at Carnoustie, where he will
make his European Senior Tour debut at

the British Seniors Open, which starts on
July 21. The affable Frenchman, who
turns 50 on May 29, says that he has no
qualms about returning to Carnoustie 17
years on from his infamous meltdown.

“It did take me a few days to find my
sleep again after the Sunday at
Carnoustie, due to the stress, the adrena-
line, the rush, trying to analyse it or
whatever,” he said.

“But after that, I have never once
woken up in a cold sweat and it has nev-
er given me difficulty finding sleep. Ever.
“However, I know it is part of history.
There were quite a few viewers that day,
250 to 300 million, so it would take me a
while if I met all of them and answered
their questions about that day.” — AFP

Van de Velde backs Spieth to bounce back

SYDNEY: Australian Olympic athletes (L-R) Holly Lincoln-Smith - Water Polo, Morgan Mitchell - Athletics (400m),  Adam Gibson - Mens Basketball, Madison Wilson - Swimming, Sally Pearson - Athletics (Hurdles), Brooke Stratton -
Athletics (Long Jump), Kyle Chalmers - Swimming and Stephanie Talbot - Womens Basketball, pose for photos by Sydney Harbour at a media launch to unveil the official uniforms to be worn by the Australian Olympic team during the
2016 Games, yesterday. The Rio Olympics will be held from August 5-21, 2016. — AFP 

OAKLAND:  As Stephen Curry emphatically
waved his arms to ignite the crowd and coached
from the bench when he could do little else, Klay
Thompson and the Golden State Warriors’ sup-
porting cast picked up the slack for their absent
NBA MVP to hold off the Houston Rockets 115-
106 on Monday night and take a 2-0 lead in their
playoff series. Thompson scored 34 points and
dished out five assists for the defending champi-
ons, playing without Curry because of an injured
right ankle. Curry cut short his pregame warmup
routine after appearing to be in discomfort as he
was shooting while putting little pressure on the
tender ankle. Andre Iguodala, last year’s Finals
MVP, added 18 points with four 3-pointers and
Draymond Green had 12 points, 14 rebounds and
eight assists. Now, Curry has until Thursday’s
Game 3 in Houston to get healthy.  James Harden
had 28 points and 11 assists to lead the Rockets,
losers of six straight and 14 of 15 to Golden State.
He made 13 of 15 free throws after not attempt-
ing one in the opener.

MAVERICKS 85, THUNDER 84
A putback at the buzzer by Oklahoma City’s

Steven Adams that would have won the game
was disallowed upon review, and Dallas defeat-
ed the Thunder 85-84 to even the Western
Conference playoff series at one win apiece.
Dallas had been embarrassed 108-70 in the
opener on Saturday, but the Mavericks held
Oklahoma City to 33.7 percent shooting on
Monday. Raymond Felton scored 21 points and
Dirk Nowitzki added 17 for the Mavericks. Deron
Williams, declared doubtful on Sunday with a
left abdominal strain, scored 13 points, 11 in the
game’s first 5 minutes.Kevin Durant scored 21
points for Oklahoma City, but he made just 7 of
33 shots in one of the worst postseason shoot-
ing per formances of his career.  Game 3 is
Thursday in Dallas.

RAPTORS 98, PACERS 87
Jonas Valanciunas had 23 points and 15

rebounds and Kyle Lowry had 18 points, nine
assists and seven rebounds as Toronto snapped
its postseason losing streak at seven games. The
Raptors had not won a playoff game since a 115-
113 home victory over Brooklyn on April 30, 2014.
Corey Joseph scored 16 points, Patrick Patterson
added 14 and DeMar DeRozan had 10 as the
Raptors evened the first-round series at 1-1. Paul
George scored 28 points and Monta Ellis had 15
for the Pacers, who host Game 3 on Thursday
night. Lowry and DeRozan both struggled with
their shooting in Saturday’s Game 1 loss, combin-
ing to make eight of 32 attempts. Neither was
particularly sharp in this one, with Lowry making
four of 13 and  DeRozan making five of 18. —AP

Warriors march on as 
Raptors, Mavs fight back

TORONTO: Cory Joseph #10 of the Toronto Raptors drives to the basket as Ty Lawson
#10 of the Indiana Pacers defends in the second half of Game Two of the Eastern
Conference Quarterfinals during the 2016 NBA Playoffs at the Air Canada Centre on
Monday in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. — AFP

OAKLAND: Golden State Warriors’ Klay Thompson, left, shoots over Houston Rockets’
Dwight Howard during the second half in Game 2 of a first-round NBA basketball
playoff series Monday, in Oakland, Calif. The Warriors won 115-106. — AP

LONDON: History suggests Nico Rosberg
is a solid bet for the Formula One world
championship after his dominant start to
the season, but the German would be
wise to ignore the statisticians and be very
wary of Mercedes team mate Lewis
Hamilton.

Rosberg’s triumph in Sunday’s Chinese
Grand Prix made him the seventh driver
since 1950 to start a campaign with three
straight victories.

Adding in the three he won at the tail-
end of 2015, Rosberg also became the
fourth ever to rack up six Formula One
world championship race wins in a row. All
those who previously achieved such win-
ning streaks went on to win the title that
season. The caveat is that 2016 has a
record 21 races and Mercedes gives its
drivers equal status-and none of the driv-
ers who enjoyed such hot streaks in the
past had a team mate like Hamilton.

The Briton is a triple world champion,
who has beaten Rosberg in the end of sea-
son standings every year since he arrived
at Mercedes in 2013. His 43 career grand
prix victories, compared to Rosberg’s 17,
puts him third on the all-time list of win-
ners behind Michael Schumacher and
Alain Prost.

Rosberg is the most successful driver
never to have won a title, having now
overtaken Britain’s Stirling Moss who was
overall runner-up four times in the 1950s.

LONGEST SEASON
When Italian Alberto Ascari (1953) and

Argentine Juan Manuel Fangio (1954,
1957) won the first three races of the sea-
son there were eight or nine rounds.

Even seven times world champion
Schumacher, Rosberg’s compatriot who
won three races in a row at the start of the
1994, 2000 and 2004 seasons, only had a
maximum of 18 races to contend with and
just 16 in 1994. In that sense, Rosberg’s
season has barely started and he knows it,
even if he is 36 points ahead of Hamilton.
“Six wins,  that doesn’t count for me
because three were last year. So I just
think about the three wins this year,” said
the German after another dominant after-
noon in China. “But it’s early days. Three
races is just a small handful and we have
18 to go. It’s the longest season in F1 his-
tory and my team mate is dear Lewis and
he’s going to push like hell- like always.

“It’s been tough to beat him in previous
years and it’s not going to be any different
this year... he’s the benchmark.”

CALCULATING HAMILTON
Both have only to look to 2014 to see

how the situation can change-even if that
season had the novelty of double points
for the final race.

Rosberg, whose Finnish father Keke
won the 1982 title with one win all year,
led by 29 points after the Belgian Grand
Prix in August 2014 but Hamilton then
reeled off five wins in a row on his way to
the championship.

The Briton had 10 wins last year and 11
in 2014 compared to Rosberg’s six and five
respectively. “I need to win all 18 races,”
Hamilton said after China, but the champi-
on has always been better at driving than
doing the mathematics. With 25 points for
a win and 18 for second place, there is
everything to play for.—Reuters

Rosberg can take little 
comfort from F1 history

South Africa players 
against day-night test

MELBOURNE: South Africa are reluctant to
play a day-night test during their tour of
Australia as they have no experience with
the pink ball, the Proteas’ players association
chief has said.

South Africa will tour Australia in a three-
test series in the home summer and Cricket
Australia announced last year that they
wanted one of the fixtures to be a day-night
match.  Australia hosted New Zealand in the
first day-night test in November and while
the match drew huge crowds and big televi-
sion audiences players on both sides com-
plained that the ball was hard to see at times.

The pink ball has been developed for day-
night test cricket, replacing the traditional
red ball which becomes too difficult for bats-
men to see after dark.

“Our players are not in favour of playing
the game under those conditions,” South
African players’ association Chief Executive
Tony Irish told The Australian newspaper.
“The main reason is we feel disadvantaged.
Not one of our players who will compete in
that test has played test match cricket, or any
cricket, with a pink ball.

“The reluctance to play is a sign of how
much importance the South African players
place on the series against Australia,” Irish
added. New Zealand players had similar mis-
givings about last year’s fixture in Adelaide
but were given a A$1 million ($777,000)
sweetener by Cricket Australia to commit.
Organisers hailed the test a success, despite
Australia wrapping up victory in three
days.—Reuters


