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LAUSANNE: The Court of Arbitration for
Sport will hold hearings next month in
the doping cases of 12 Russian track
and field athletes hoping to compete at
the Olympics.  Verdicts are expected a
few weeks later, CAS secretary general
Matthieu Reeb told The Associated Press
on Monday.

The highest court in sports took over
the cases because Russia’s track and
field federation was suspended by the
IAAF in November after allegations of

state-sponsored doping made by a
World Anti-Doping Agency panel.

The athletes need two legal victories
to be eligible for the Rio de Janeiro
Games in August: At their doping cases
with CAS and by the IAAF reinstating its
Russian member federation in time.

The cases include former world hep-
tathlon champion Tatyana Chernova
and five race walkers who tested posi-
tive for EPO on the same day last June at
the national training center at Saransk.

In some cases, athletes have agreed
to a fast-track single CAS hearing -
which could be held in London,
Lausanne or Moscow -  without an
appeal stage. “That would be the best
option to be ready for the decision on
time before the (Olympic) selection
date.” Reeb said on the sidelines of the
SportAccord conference. Athletes sanc-
t ioned at  a f i rst  hearing would be
unlikely to have a full appeal heard
before the Summer Games open on

August 5. But they could seek an inter-
im ruling which could freeze any ban
and allow them to compete, Reeb said.
The IAAF has said it expects to decide
on Russia’s  status by early June.
Russian sports minister Vitaly Mutko
and IAAF President Sebastian Coe both
attended the conference Monday but
did not meet. 

“This is the person I would like to
meet,” Mutko told reporters before leav-
ing to return to Moscow, where he will

host FIFA President Gianni Infantino on
Tuesday. Coe declined to speak with
reporters when he left a meeting of
Summer Games sports federations.
Mutko did get a meeting he requested
with World Anti-Doping Agency leaders.
WADA has stripped official working status
from the Russian anti-doping agency and
accredited testing laboratory in Moscow.
“We are fulfilling the WADA recommen-
dations,” Mutko said through a translator,
citing a positive meeting. — AP

CAS to hold hearings in May in Russian doping cases

CINCINNATI: Jordan Pacheco #15 of the Cincinnati Reds doubles in the sixth inning of the game against the Colorado Rockies at Great American
Ball Park on April 18, 2016 in Cincinnati, Ohio. The Rockies defeated the Reds 5-1. — AFP

CINCINNATI: Trevor Story ’s solo homer
snapped an eighth-inning tie, Jordan Lyles
got his first victory in nearly a year and the
Colorado Rockies beat the Cincinnati Reds 5-1
Monday night. Story added to his incredible
rookie start, connecting on the first pitch from
Ross Ohlendorf (2-2) for his NL-leading eighth
homer in only 13 games. Ben Paulsen com-
pleted the rally with a three-run homer off
Jumbo Diaz. Lyles (1-1) allowed four hits and
one unearned run in seven innings for his first
win since April 23 last year. He missed most of
2015 with injuries and had been 0-5 in his last
eight starts with an 8.35 ERA.

METS 5, PHILLIES 2
David Wright homered twice for his first

two RBIs this season as New York went deep
four times. Noah Syndergaard (2-0) struck
out eight in seven innings and threw 17 of
his 94 pitches at least 99.5 mph. He allowed
one run and five hits with two walks while
bringing his strikeout total to 29 through
three starts. He has a 0.90 ERA. Lucas Duda
and Neil Walker hit consecutive homers off
David Hernandez in the eighth. New York has
won four of five following a four-game skid
that produced a 2-5 start. Jerad Eickhoff (1-2)
gave up two runs and five hits in seven
innings with nine strikeouts.

MARLINS 6, NATIONALS 1
Jose Fernandez overcame early wildness

and regained his winning touch at home.
Fernandez (1-1) threw 54 pitches in the first
two innings but didn’t allow a hit until the
fifth. He lasted six innings and improved to
18-1 at Marlins Park, with the lone loss in his
previous home start.

Washington’s Bryce Harper went 0 for 2
with a sacrifice fly. He had homered in his pre-
vious four games. Giancarlo Stanton benefit-
ed from the new, cozier dimensions at Marlins
Park when he homered near the 407-foot sign
in center in the fifth. Last year the ball would
have been off the wall.. Tanner Roark (1-2)
gave up five runs - four earned - and seven
hits in six innings. The Nationals have lost two
in a row after starting 9-1.

BLUE JAYS 4, RED SOX 3
Russel l  Mar t in hit  a  two -run s ingle

against Craig Kimbrel, who walked Troy
Tulowitzki with the bases loaded to force in
the tying run. The rally began when when
Ezequiel  Carrera reached second base
against  Koj i  Uehara (0-1)  af ter  Josh
Rutledge’s throwing error on his infield hit
to third. J.A. Happ (2-0) gave up one run and
four  hits  in  seven-plus innings in  the
Patriots’ Day morning game. Drew Storen
got three outs for his first save despite giv-
ing up Travis Shaw’s RBI double and Hanley
Ramirez’s two-out, RBI single. Storen then
struck out pinch-hitter David Ortiz, who

took a 93 mph sinker with a 2-2 count for a
called third strike.

CUBS 5, CARDINALS 0
John Lackey struck out 11 in seven innings

against his former team and had an RBI single,
leading Chicago over St.  Louis. Jayson
Heyward, playing at Busch Stadium for the
first time since leaving to sign with Chicago,
was 0 for 4 at the plate, made two nice catch-
es in right field and was booed throughout.
Dexter Fowler homered for the second time in
three days for the Cubs, a major league-best
10-3 and off to their best start since 1970.
Chicago has won 15 of its last 16 regular-sea-
son road games, going 6-1 this year. Lackey
(3-0) allowed four hits. Mike Leake (0-2) yield-
ed four runs - three earned - in seven innings
in his home debut for the Cardinals.

ANGELS 7, WHITE SOX 0
Hector Santiago matched a career high

with 10 strikeouts over seven crisp innings,
and Los Angeles roughed up Chicago lefty
Carlos Rodon. Kole Calhoun, Andrelton
Simmons and Geovany Soto hit consecutive
RBI singles during a five-run first, matching
the Angels’ season high for runs in an entire
game. Rodon (1-2) got only one out before he
was pulled. The No. 3 pick in the 2014 ama-
teur draft allowed six hits and walked two in
the shortest of his 29 major league appear-
ances. Simmons and C.J. Cron each had three
hits as the Angels rebounded from a weekend
sweep by the Twins.

Santiago (1-0), traded from the White Sox
to the Angels in 2013, yielded two hits and
walked three. Greg Mahle and Mike Morin fin-
ished the three-hitter for Los Angeles’ first
shutout of the season.

TWINS 7, BREWERS 4, 6 INNINGS
Miguel Sano and Byung Ho Park homered,

and Minnesota had a season-best 14 hits
against Milwaukee in a game that was short-
ened to six innings because of rain. After los-
ing their first nine games this season, the
Twins have won four straight. Every
Minnesota starter had a hit to support Phil
Hughes (1-2), who allowed three earned runs
and six hits with six strikeouts in an abbreviat-
ed complete game. Joe Mauer’s RBI double in
the sixth pushed him past Harmon Killebrew
for fifth in Twins history with 1,712 hits. Chase
Anderson (1-1) gave up five runs, four earned,
and 11 hits in five innings for the Brewers,
who have lost four of five. The game was
called after a delay of 2 hours, 6 minutes.

DIAMONDBACKS 9, GIANTS 7, 11 INNINGS
Jake Lamb hit a tying homer with two outs

in the ninth inning and doubled home an
insurance run in the 11th, rallying Arizona
past San Francisco.

Phil Gosselin scored on Jean Segura’s go-
ahead infield single with two outs in the 11th.
Lamb, who homered off closer Santiago
Casilla two innings earlier, made it a two-run
cushion with his RBI double. Segura and Lamb
had three hits apiece. Welington Castillo
homered and drove in two runs for Arizona in
a game that ended 9 minutes shy of midnight
on the West Coast.

Rubby De La Rosa (1-3), scratched from his
scheduled start in this series opener after
coming out of the bullpen over the weekend,
struck out three for the win. Brad Ziegler
earned his third save this season and 31st
consecutive overall - an ongoing franchise
record. Gosselin reached on a leadoff single
against Chris Heston (1-1). — AP

Story’s homer starts Rockies’ 
surge to 5-1 win over Reds

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB     
Baltimore 8 3 .727 -      
Toronto 7 7 .500 2.5  
Boston 6 6 .500 2.5  
NY Yankees 5 6 .455 3      
Tampa Bay 5 7 .417 3.5  

Central Division
Kansas City 8 4 .667 -      
Detroit 7 4 .636 0.5  
Chicago White Sox 8 5 .615 0.5  
Cleveland 5 5 .500 2      
Minnesota 4 9 .308 4.5  

Western Division
Texas 7 6 .538 -      
LA Angels 6 7 .462 1      
Oakland 6 7 .462 1      
Seattle 5 7 .417 1.5  
Houston 5 8 .385 2      

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 9 3 .750 -      
NY Mets 6 6 .500 3      
Philadelphia 6 8 .429 4      
Miami 4 7 .364 4.5  
Atlanta 3 9 .250 6      

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 10 3 .769 -      
Pittsburgh 7 6 .538 3      
St. Louis 7 6 .538 3      
Cincinnati 6 7 .462 4      
Milwaukee 5 8 .385 5      

Western Division
Colorado 8 5 .615 -      
LA Dodgers 8 5 .615 -      
San Francisco 7 7 .500 1.5  
Arizona 6 8 .429 2.5  
San Diego 4 9 .308 4      

MLB results/standings

Toronto 4, Boston 3; NY Mets 5, Philadelphia 2; Colorado 5, Cincinnati 1; Miami 6, Washington 1; Chicago Cubs 5, St.
Louis 0; LA Angels 7, Chicago White Sox 0; Minnesota 7, Milwaukee 4 (6 innings); Arizona 9, San Francisco 7 (11
innings). 

LONDON: A Croatian umpire who officiat-
ed at the U.S. Open while serving a 12-
month suspension has been banned for 10
years, the International Tennis Federation
(ITF) said yesterday.

Denis Pitner was suspended by the ITF
last August, but went on to work as a lines-
man at the US Open in September, due to
what The United States Tennis Association
(USTA) said was a “flaw” in their system.

The ITF said in a statement that Pitner
had now been banned until 2026 after
being found guilty of offences, including
his failure to notify the USTA that his certifi-
cation had been suspended prior to the US
Open. He was also found guilty of misrep-
resentation in officiating at the 2016 Qatar

Open and in an application to officiate at
Wimbledon. Pitner was originally suspend-
ed after sending information about a player
to a coach during a tournament and regu-
larly logging on to a betting account from
which bets were placed on tennis matches.

The USTA said in February that Pitner
had already picked up his accreditation to
work at the U.S. Open before they were
notified of his ban. They said they would be
investigating why his credentials to work at
the tournament were not later cancelled.
Tennis launched an independent review
panel (IRP) last January after widespread
allegations of corruption in the sport.  It
will take at least a year to complete its
investigations. — Reuters

Banned umpire of US Open 
suspended for 10 years

WASHINGTON: The Wells Fargo Center
erupted after a moving tribute and spirit-
ed play from the home team led to a
first-minute goal Monday.  However, the
Washington Capitals weathered the early
storm, dominated the special teams bat-
tle yet again, got great goaltending from
Braden Holtby and beat the Philadelphia
Flyers 6-1, putting a 3-0 stranglehold on
the Eastern Conference first-round play-
off matchup.

“It ’s not over yet,” said captain
Alexander Ovechkin, whose three-point
night pushed him ahead of Dale Hunter
for the most playoff points (73) in
Capitals franchise history. “We have to
forget about it and move forward.”

It is the first time the Capitals ever
held a 3-0 lead in a best-of-seven playoff
series, and they can thank their special
teams. Washington, the league’s best
team, got five goals on the man advan-
tage, bumping their series total up to 8-
for-17 on the power play. Meanwhile,
with the help of Holtby, who made 31
saves, the Caps held the Flyers scoreless
on five power plays.  Philadelphia is now
0-for-13 with the man advantage.  “The
power play has lots of confidence,”
Washington coach Barry Trotz said. “And
they (the Flyers) give us lots of practice.”

The Capitals led 2-1 after two periods
after Ovechkin beat Steve Mason with a
wrist shot from the right circle 8:50 into
the middle frame. The Caps put the
game away in the third.  Evgeny
Kuznetsov took advantage of a generous
bounce off a Justin Williams clearing
attempt to put the Capitals up 3-1 at 1:58
of the third period just before a slashing
penalty to Brayden Schenn was coming
to an end. The puck was being wrapped
around the boards and squirted right in
front of Mason, allowing Kuznetsov to
score in tight.

“It’s the first time it’s happened to us
in a long time,” Flyers coach Dave Hakstol
said. “It took the wind out of our sails. We
just weren’t able to recover from that.”
John Carlson, who had two assists, then
beat Mason with a slap shot on the pow-
er play with 12:23 to play, pushing the
lead to 4-1.

Flyers forward Pierre-Edouard

Bellemare was issued a five-minute
major penalty and a game misconduct
for hitting Dmitry Orlov from behind
with 7:43 left. A melee ensued, and it
ended with misconducts to both sides
and Flyers fans throwing onto the ice
bracelets that were handed out before
the game.  Ovechkin scored on the ensu-
ing power play, upping the lead to 5-1.
Fans threw more bracelets onto the ice
after the goal, and the Flyers were given
a two-minute delay-of-game penalty.
“Whatever, I love Philly fans,” said winger
Ryan White, who received a 10-minute
misconduct in the scrum and earlier
knocked Washington defenseman
Brooks Orpik from the game with a sec-
ond-period hit against the boards. “I’d
have done it, too.” His teammate, Wayne
Simmonds, didn’t share the same senti-
ment. “I know they’re upset in that situa-
tion,” he said. “But that can’t happen.” Jay
Beagle got in on the fun, adding the
fourth power-play goal of the period. By
that point, much of the crowd had left
and there weren’t many bracelets left to
throw.  “Obviously we pulled the game
away and they weren’t interested in play-
ing anymore,” Trotz said. “I just thought it
wasn’t good for the game. Plain and sim-
ple. I don’t think it displays our game
very well.”

The Flyers came out attacking from
the opening faceoff after an emotional
tribute honoring their late chairman,
Ed Snider.  The Wel ls  Fargo Center
crowd was elec tr ic,  and the Flyers
responded by scoring 57 seconds into
the game.  A point  shot  by Flyers
defenseman Brandon Manning
through traffic ended up on the stick of
Michael Raffl, who beat Holtby to give
the Flyers an early 1-0 lead.

However, Simmonds took the energy
out of the building 4:28 into the period
by taking a holding minor that put the
Flyers’ penalty kill to work. Washington’s
power play stayed hot, scoring 15 sec-
onds into the man-advantage when
Marcus Johansson redirected a shot past
Mason, who finished with 21 saves, to
even the score at 1-1. “We stayed to our
gameplan and script,” Trotz said. “We
took their best punch.” —Reuters

Capitals take 3-0 lead 
in series with Flyers

PHILADELPHIA: Jay Beagle #83 of the Washington Capitals scores as Shayne
Gostisbehere #53 of the Philadelphia Flyers defends in the third period in Game
Three of the Eastern Conference Quarterfinals during the 2016 NHL Stanley Cup
Playoffs at Wells Fargo Center on Monday in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The
Washington Capitals defeated the Philadelphia Flyers 6-1. — AFP


