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WASHINGTON: Bill Gates said on Monday that no
one was an “absolutist” on either side of the digital
privacy debate, but the co-founder of Microsoft
Corp said he supports his company’s lawsuit against
the US government seeking the freedom to tell cus-
tomers when federal agencies have sought their
data. “There probably are some cases where (the
government) should be able to go in covertly and
get information about a company’s email,” Gates
said at a Reuters Newsmaker event in Washington.

“But the position Microsoft is taking in this suit is
that it should be extraordinary and it shouldn’t be a
matter of course that there is a gag order automati-
cally put in,” he said in an interview with Reuters
Editor-in-Chief Stephen Adler. The lawsuit, filed last

week in federal court in Microsoft’s home town of
Seattle, argues that the government is violating the
US Constitution by preventing Microsoft from noti-
fying thousands of customers about government
requests for their emails and other documents,
sometimes indefinitely.

The move comes as rival Apple Inc is locked in a
showdown with the U.S. government over access to
an iPhone belonging to one of the killers in the
December shooting in San Bernardino, California.
Gates said more collaboration between law
enforcement and privacy advocates would help
determine which “legislative framework ... strikes
the perfect balance” on government access to pri-
vate data. “I don’t think there are any absolutists

who think the government should be able to get
everything or the government should be able to
get nothing,” Gates, 60, said.

The man who co-founded Microsoft in 1975 and
is still held in reverence by the technology world
made waves in February when he appeared to dis-
tance himself from Apple in its legal fight with the
US Federal Bureau of Investigation, but later clarified
his comments and said that headlines suggesting he
supported the FBI’s position were inaccurate. Gates,
the world’s richest person, also talked about the
work of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the
philanthropic organization he formed in 2000,
which has an endowment of more than $40 billion.

The foundation, where Gates works day to day,

has focused attention in recent months on the Zika
outbreak, which has been linked to thousands of
suspected cases of microcephaly, a rare birth defect,
in Brazil and is affecting large parts of Latin America
and the Caribbean. 

The World Health Organization declared the out-
break an international health emergency on Feb 1.
Gates said the foundation would be contributing
funds to aid in the Zika fight, but did not say how
much. Private sector and governments need to work
together to quickly roll out products to combat Zika
and other mosquito-borne diseases, Gates said.
“Zika is a tough one,” he said. “There are potential
solutions. They won’t come soon enough to avoid
some problems in the entire hemisphere.” — Reuters 

Gates: US needs limits on covert email searches

SAN FRANCISCO: Look out, HBO. Netflix pro-
duced more original programming than cable’s
premium-network leader last year, according to
number provided by the two rivals. The Internet
video service isn’t slowing down, either, even if it
risks losing subscribers to price increases that will
help pay for more exclusive shows. Since its push
into original shows kicked off in earnest with the
2013 debut of “House of Cards”, Netflix has hit the
fast-forward button. Last year, it put out 450
hours of original programming, compared to 401
from Time Warner’s HBO. This year, both compa-
nies say they expect to release roughly 600 hours
of original material. HBO, of course, is the net-
work Netflix CEO Reed Hastings set out to emu-
late when his service began charting a course
away from streaming TV reruns and previously
released movies. Ted Sarandos, the company’s
head of programming, famously told GQ back in
2013 that Netflix’s goal was “to become HBO
faster than HBO can become us”. Netflix is aiming
to put itself into “an entirely different and
supreme league” from its rivals, says Tom Numan,
a former TV network and studio executive who
now lectures at UCLA’s graduate school of the-
ater, film and television. The company’s goal, he
says, is to become the first global network for
original shows and movies.

With Netflix now available in 190 countries,
Hastings expects Netflix to surpass 100 million
subscribers next year. During a review of Netflix’s
results on Monday, Hastings declared the compa-
ny “really excited” about the boost it expects
from its growing library of exclusive programs.
Amazon.com, Hulu and other services are scram-
bling to catch up with their own moves into orig-
inal programming. Although its own original
slate is only a quarter the size of Netflix ’s,
Amazon.com can boast that its shows won more
Emmy awards last year than its rival.

Netflix is counting on a vast library of original
programming to help keep subscribers on board
as it faces tougher competition. Amazon, for
instance, just started offering its streaming-video
service for $9 a month; previously, you had to
sign up for the company’s $100-a-year Prime
service, which includes free shipping from its e-
commerce site and other goodies.

Amazon is undercutting Netflix’s $10 monthly
price for its most popular video-streaming plan,
as is Hulu, which charges $8. HBO charges $15
per month for a video-streaming service it
launched last year to compete against Netflix.
Netflix will test the loyalty of its long-time sub-
scribers next month when it starts to hike their
prices 25 percent, following a two-year freeze
that kept rates at $8 per month. The increase will
hit 17 million to 22 million US subscribers, based
on analyst estimates.

Original programming doesn’t come cheap.
The Los Gatos, California, company ended March
with $12.3 billion committed to Internet stream-
ing rights, nearly double the $5.6 billion it spend
at the end of 2012. Netflix hasn’t disclosed how
much of that spending has gone toward original
series and exclusive movies, but the percentage
has been steadily increasing. The cost of licensing

and overseas expansion has whittled Netflix’s
profit margins. In its first-quarter results released
late Monday, the company said it earned $28 mil-
lion, or 6 cents per share, on revenue of nearly $2
billion. Investors, though, are far more focused
the company’s subscriber growth.

So far, the company has delivered. Netflix
picked up an additional 6.74 million customers in
the first quarter to boost its worldwide audience
to 81.5 million subscribers - up from 33 million
before the first season of “House of Cards.” Such
gains helped propel Netflix’s share price, which
has more than quadrupled since then, creating
about $36 billion in shareholder wealth.

But Netflix’s stock price dropped nearly 8 per-
cent in extended trading late Monday after the
company predicted it would only add 2.5 million
subscribers in the second quarter, including a
gain of 500,000 customers in the US. The conser-
vative forecast reflected the anticipated loss of
some longtime subscribers due to the price
increase. There’s a worrisome history here. In
2011, subscribers fled when Netflix split off its
DVD-by-mail operation from its burgeoning
streaming business, a shift that hiked prices as
much as 60 percent for some subscribers.

Netflix lost 3 percent of its US subscribers at
the time. A similar reaction to next month’s price
increase might cost it 510,000 to 660,000 sub-
scribers in the second quarter. Analysts think a
repeat is unlikely. “I don’t think you are going to
see a lot of people bailing out and running for
the exits,” said Rosenblatt Securities analyst
Martin Pyykkonen - largely because Netflix now
has so many shows you can’t find anywhere else.

That original programming appears to be a
major draw for many subscribers. In a recent
online survey of 2,500 US adults conducted by
Morgan Stanley, 45 percent cited it as a reason to
subscribe to Netflix. HBO, however, still has a
huge advantage over Netflix in terms of prestige.
Last year, HBO won 43 Emmys, more than any
other TV network, while Netflix’s original pro-
grams garnered just four - one less than
Amazon.com. — AP 

Netflix is out-HBOing 
HBO in exclusive shows 

In this file image provided by Netflix, Kevin Spacey appears in a scene from the Netflix original
series “House of Cards”. — AP 

DORTMUND, Germany: (Above) A man controls a First Person View (FPV) multi-
coptermodel with video glasses during a photo preview for the ‘Intermodellbau’
trade fair yesterday. (Below) An exhibitor makes a model of a bulldozer. More than
550 exhibitors from 19 countries exhibit over 20,000 individual items from April 20
to 24 April, 2016. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Canon introduces the EOS 80D - a
powerful, fully equipped DSLR providing you
with everything you need at your fingertips to
advance your photography and video skills.
Ideal for enthusiasts who love experimenting
with different genres and styles, the camera is
highly customizable and shoots with excep-
tional speed and ease. Combining leading
imaging technologies - including a new 24.2
megapixel CMOS sensor and DIGIC 6 proces-
sor, alongside a new 45 all cross-type point AF
system and fast responsive 7 fps shooting rate
- the EOS 80D is a versatile camera for captur-
ing striking stills and Full HD movies.

Canon is also unveiling an all-purpose lens
- the EF-S 18-135mm f/3.5-5.6 IS USM - with
new Nano USM technology, and an optional
Power Zoom Adapter PZ-E1, for smooth zoom
control when shooting movies and remote
operation via Wi-Fi.

Excel in all areas of photography and video 
Whatever subject you’re looking to explore

- from sports, to wildlife, or action - the EOS
80D is extremely responsive, excelling in cap-
turing everything in incredible, intricate detail.
The new sensor provides stunning clarity and
the freedom to crop in, while the new 45 all

cross-type point AF system and 7 fps shooting
can freeze action with ultimate precision. For
pin-point focusing or wide-area tracking, the
AF points are individually selectable or
grouped into areas, giving you greater control
over composition regardless of where your
subject is in the frame. When using lens com-
binations with narrow apertures, 27 f/8 com-
patible AF points offer focus, in even the most
extreme situations. Designed to shoot in vary-
ing light conditions, the camera has a native
ISO 100-16,000 range, expandable to ISO
25,600, and the AF system will continue to
work even under moonlight (-3EV). The 7560-
pixel RGB+IR metering sensor measures both
visible light and invisible infra-red light, giving
accurate exposures, while Flicker Detection
ensures consistent exposure when shooting
under flickering artificial lights. A new White
Priority setting also helps you to reduce the
appearance of warmer tones.

A camera that adapts to you 
The EOS 80D has been meticulously craft-

ed to provide photographers with everything
they need. 

The instinctiveness of the camera’s design
means you can easily customise your shooting
experience, with conveniently-placed controls
giving you access to the most commonly used
modes and settings. 

The Intelligent Viewfinder displays 100% of
the frame, as well as the current settings - you
can also quickly switch to the 7.7cm (3.0”) Vari-
angle Clear View LCD II Touch screen, ideal for
movie shooting, Live View mode, or accessing
functions quickly.

Become the videographer you aspire to be 
Whether you’re creating a travel vlog, or

cinematic-style movie, the EOS 80D offers
total flexibility with Full HD movie shooting.
Achieving accurate auto focus and smooth
focus tracking is effortless thanks to Canon’s
unique Dual Pixel CMOS AF technology. Both
AF speed and AF tracking sensitivity can also
be easily adjusted, giving you complete con-
trol over the pace and responsiveness of the
AF to suit the style of your movie.

Serious videographers can be confident
footage will achieve a professional looking
result, with the ability to shoot at 60p in MP4
format - perfect for slowing down the action
while still controlling focus. The EOS 80D
includes both headphone and microphone
inputs, allowing you to capture and have full
control over audio during a shoot.

Easily connect, shoot remotely
and share your work 

Enjoy the freedom of remote shooting via
your smartphone or tablet using the EOS
80D with Canon’s Camera Connect app. Built-
in Wi-Fi and Dynamic NFC connectivity
makes it simple to connect with and share
full resolution JPEGs to your smart device.
You can also connect to and control your
camera via a PC, without the need for a home
Wi-Fi router, and quickly and easily save, view
and share your photos and movies all from
one single accessible location using Canon’s
Connect Station CS100.

Shoot stunning stills and movies with the
EF-S 18-135mm f/3.5-5.6 IS USM and Power

Zoom Adapter PZ-E1 
To match the versatility of EOS 80D,

Canon’s new EF-S 18-135mm f/3.5-5.6 IS USM
provides high performance auto-focus for
movies and stills with the focal range to shoot
wide, or up close, within a single lens. 

The EF-S 18-135mm f/3.5-5.6 IS USM is the
first of Canon’s lenses to feature Nano USM
focus technology - delivering smooth, quiet
AF for movies and blistering speed for stills.
The new Power Zoom Adapter PZ-E1 is a com-
pact and lightweight accessory designed for
the EF-S 18-135mm f/3.5-5.6 IS USM to enable
smooth, fingertip zoom control when shoot-
ing movies, ideal for capturing professional-
looking documentary footage, with the
option to control via Wi-Fi.

Unlock your creative potential 
with the new Canon EOS 80D

DUBAI: Kaspersky Lab has released a specialized
solution to secure critical infrastructure and indus-
trial facilities, Kaspersky Industrial CyberSecurity.
The solution addresses the urgent need to manage
industrial cyber-risks and protect the continuity
and integrity of technological processes in industri-
al environments from cyber-attacks. This is vital as
these environments virtual threats have the poten-
tial to cross the boundaries of cyber-space and tar-
get field-level equipment, threatening both nature
and human lives. Kaspersky Industrial
CyberSecurity delivers a unified, holistic approach
to IT security for industrial facilities, combining the
company’s leading technologies, services and intel-
ligence in one unique package.

Information technologies and process automa-
tion systems are vital to the operation of all mod-
ern industrial facilities - from power plants, refiner-
ies and assembly lines to railways, airports and
smart buildings. Unlike traditional corporate IT net-
works, where confidentiality is the top priority,
industrial control systems (ICS) demand faultless
continuity and consistency of the technological
process. Strict regulation and compliance can lead
to unprotected operating of critical facilities if the
cyber security measures do not meet safety
requirements. Kaspersky Industrial CyberSecurity
takes all these unique requirements into account
and delivers protection to the ICS network at the
layers most vulnerable to cyber-attacks -ICS/SCA-
DA servers, HMI panels, engineering workstations,
PLCs and more - securing them from cyber-threats
without affecting operational continuity and con-
sistency of the technological process. 

Empowering Holistic Industrial Cybersecurity
Kaspersky Industrial CyberSecurity offers a com-

bination of conventional security technologies,
adapted for an ICS environment, such as anti-mal-
ware protection, whitelisting and vulnerability
assessment functionality. This strong foundation is
enhanced further with unique technologies

designed specifically for industrial environments,
including Integrity check for PLC programs,
Semantic monitoring of process control commands
and Telemetry data to detect cyber-attacks target-
ing physical part of an infrastructure. A special
Observability Mode is focused on the detection of
cyber-attacks, operation personnel faults and
anomalies inside industrial network. All prevention
and detection technologies are managed via a sin-
gle centralized management console.

The new solution also helps infrastructure oper-
ators build an efficient security strategy that goes
beyond threat detection and prevention technolo-
gies by adding specialized security services to
develop incident response and prediction capabili-
ties. The services include industrial cybersecurity
training for IT security professionals and awareness
programs for general employees. 

Expert services also include Cyber Security
assessment and Penetration Testing which allow
customers to strengthen their own intelligence,
manifest the most critical vulnerabilities, including
zero-day, and predict cyber-threats relevant to the
company’s specific industrial assets and technolog-
ical processes. Incident Response services help to
localize the intrusion, mitigate consequences, stop
attackers from penetrating further into the infra-
structure, prevent subsequent attacks on a
comp?ny and develop incident response plan for
the future.  

Meeting the strict industry requirements 
The highly customizable settings of Kaspersky

Industrial CyberSecurity mean it can be configured
in strict accordance with the requirements of differ-
ent industries, facilities and production lines, allow-
ing the solution to be effectively integrated into an
organization’s existing ICS network and technologi-
cal processes without any significant modifications
both to the network and to the process. All
Kaspersky Lab’s technologies are tested by and cer-
tified with leading ICS vendors. 

Kaspersky presents CyberSecurity 
solution for industrial systems

New Visa card
chips to speed

checkout times
NEW YORK: Visa says its improving its smart
chip-embedded cards, which have been the
source of grumbling from businesses and cus-
tomers forced to wait for transactions to go
through. The company said yesterday that Quick
Chip for EMV will let customers dip and remove
cards, usually in two seconds or less, without
waiting for purchases to be finalized. Though the
wait can be just seconds, in today’s economy of
swipes and scans, the cards have been a nui-
sance for high traffic retailers, for example, a cof-
fee shop during the morning rush.

The cards are more secure than those with
magnetic strips because the chip assigns a
unique code to each transaction. That means
that if a crook acquired that code, it couldn’t be
used to make another purchase. Chip cards are
much harder, if not impossible, to duplicate.
That makes them more secure than magnetic
cards, which are easily copied. —AP

PHILADELPHIA: This June 10, 2015 photo
shows a chip credit card. — AP 


