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KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah yesterday emphasized
that there is no room at all to respond
to coercive demands, such as abstain-
ing from work or disrupting public
interests or vital services, which is high-
ly dangerous and poses a serious threat
to state pil lars.  His Highness the
Premier made his comments during a
meeting at Bayan Palace with chairman
of the Oil and Petrochemical Industries
Workers Confederation and heads of
other oil trade unions.

Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak responded
to the meeting request in the wake of
an initiative by the confederation to
end the strike, which began on Sunday,
as all workers were back to work yester-
day morning.  The meeting focused on
the negative impact of the oil  and
petrochemical workers’ strike, namely
the disruption of production at vital oil
facilities and the ensued losses.

During the meeting, His Highness
the Prime Minister thanked the workers

who did not respond to the call for the
strike so as not to disrupt work in the oil
sector, prioritizing public interests. Their
positive reaction was in line with a
national conviction of the necessity of
protecting public funds and avoiding
harm to public interest.

Deep regret
His Highness the Premier expressed

deep regret over the huge material
damage and excessive losses to public
funds and the national economy caused
by the strike. He referred to other direct
and indirect losses to Kuwait’s reputa-
tion and status.

Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak appreciat-
ed the confederation and its members,
for their courage to return to the right
path,  priorit izing public interests,
through their national initiative to end
the strike, a move to be taken into
account.

In addition, His Highness the Prime
Minister reiterated what was previously
stressed by the cabinet, namely con-

stant and full respect to the legal rights
of workers in all government bodies and
state sectors. Disputing these rights or
detracting them is out of question. In
the meantime, His Highness the Premier
underlined that he would spare no
effort to do justice to all sincere efforts,
distinguished and efficient staff and
jobs of risky nature in all state bodies.

Critical conditions
Amid the critical economic condi-

tions the country is experiencing due to
the unprecedented falls of oil prices
and the ensued serious repercussions
and challenges, all Kuwaitis, officials
and citizens, have to manifest a spirit of
national responsibility, sacrifice and
positive reaction to these threats, priori-
tizing public interests, to guarantee the
defeat of these conditions, Sheikh Jaber
Al-Mubarak.

His Highness the Prime Minister
underlined the fact that Kuwait is a state
of institutions and impartial and effi-
cient judiciary, a real source of pride,

and that there is always room for others’
opinion. There is no way for dictating
views, His Highness the Premier said,
and also stressed the significance of

calm and civilized dialogue. The cabinet
will never accept an act that might harm
state interests, reputation or status, nor
will all sincere Kuwaitis. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: The cabinet wants amendments to be
made to the electricity tariff categories bill that
was initially approved by the parliament and
will be voted on next Tuesday. According to
sources familiar with the cabinet’s thinking, the
government demands that any changes made
to be ‘simple’ ones. The government believes
that excluding citizens in private, investment
and commercial residences contradicts with its
plans to rationalize and cut expenses because it
would only achieve 40 percent of the sought
financial reform, the sources noted.

The sources added that the government
wants to reduce the number of categories and
increase tariffs if consumption exceeds 3,000
kilowatts and not 6,000 kW as MPs suggested.
The sources explained that the government
intends to strongly back the law, and it might
make some concessions in return for passing
the economic reform plan that would speed
up privatization, impose fees and taxes on
companies and reduce the state’s administra-
tive structure. 

Sports betting
In other news, MP Saud Al-Huraiji warned of

the spread of sports-related betting on the
results of the local league matches’ results, say-

ing that betting contradicts with sharia and
defames Kuwait ’s sports reputation.
Accordingly, Huraiji urged the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and the Finance Ministry to coordinate
joint action to fight the phenomenon, especial-
ly since some local clubs, players, trainers and
referees were allegedly involved in the betting.
Huraiji gave an example of a footballer playing
in a club who had never won any champi-
onships, saying that he made a deal that his
team would lose in return for KD 19,000. To do
so, he agreed to commit a silly mistake that
cost his team a penalty kick in the final
moments of the match so that a fourth goal
could be scored, Huraiji added.

New stadium
Separately, MP Ahmed Al-Qudhaibi urged

the government to allocate a piece of land in
Kazema desert in the north of the country to
build an international stadium with a 65,000-
seat capacity to be named after His Highness
the Amir according to the build-operate-trans-
fer (BOT) system. Turaiji suggested that the sta-
dium should include outdoor tennis courts,
basketball, volleyball and handball courts, and
an international sports medical center, rehabili-
tation center, parking spaces and service, recre-
ational and commercial facilities. In other news,
Chairman of the parliament’s budgets and final

statement committee MP Adnan Abdulsamad
said that the committee met yesterday and dis-
cussed the Public Authority for Youth’s (PAY)
budget for 2016-2017. 

Medical city
The parliament’s health affairs committee

yesterday met with a team from the Ministry of
Health (MoH) to discuss the project of the
medical city at Sabah health zone. In this
regard, the committee’s rapporteur MP
Saadoun Hammad Al-Otaibi said that the min-
istry team briefed the committee about the
current number of hospital beds, noting that it
was 4,853, and that once the medical city was
built and an extra 9,313 beds were added, the
total number would rise to 14,166 beds.
Hammad added that the ministry plans
include building three 300-bed health insur-
ance hospitals in Jahra, Farwaniya and Ahmadi,
in addition to five polyclinics in each gover-
norate. In other news, MoH stressed that
Sheikh Jaber Hospital, currently under con-
struction in South Surra, would be finished by
the fourth quarter of this year. The ministry
also denied the presence of any obstacles hin-
dering the project and stressed that construc-
tion was going according to schedule and the
contract signed between the Ministry of Public
Works and the executing contractor.

Cabinet demands ‘simple’
changes to electricity bill

Lawmaker warns of sports bettings spread

Crimes
r e p o r t

Motorist hurt in
Fahaheel road accident

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A collision on Fahaheel road left one motorist
injured. Firefighters had to free the man who was trapped
inside his vehicle due to the collision. The man was handed
over to paramedics and taken to a nearby medical facility.
An investigation was opened to determine the circum-
stances that led to the accident.

Environmental law
Environment police found three restaurants in Salmiya
and Andalus in violation of environmental and engi-
neering conditions according to the environment pro-
tection law. The restaurants installed strainers that do
not meet environmental conditions, besides pouring
oil in the sewer system, which is a clear violation of
article 18 and article 33 of the environment law.

Drug arrests
An army first lieutenant was arrested and sent to the Drugs
Control General Department (DCGD) for possession of
liquor and 42 illicit tablets. Meanwhile, two Indian nation-
als were arrested by Ahmadi police, one with an expired
residency and wanted for a KD 2,500 debt. The two had
139 bottles of suspected liquor. Also, Ahmadi police arrest-
ed a citizen with 35 illicit tablets (valium), one envelope of
shabu (meth), another with herbs suspected of being nar-
cotic, in addition to drug paraphernalia. In the meantime,
Farwaniya police raided a liquor factory in Jleeb Al-
Shuyiukh where 35 bottles were found, and three Asians
including a woman were arrested and sent to DCGD.

No injuries in fires
Fire broke out in a Khaitan building yesterday.
Farwaniya, Subhan and technical rescue centers
responded and discovered that the blaze was started
by a woman in a failed bit to commit suicide. The
woman was unharmed. Police authorities took over
the case. Separately, a fire broke out in a nine-storey
building on the sixth floor. Mangaf and Fahaheel cen-
ters responded and the fire was contained and put out,
as the rescue team evacuated the building. No injuries
were reported. Also yesterday, South Salmiya fire cen-
ter put out a fire in a vehicle which was totally
destroyed, and firemen kept the fire from spreading
and put it out. No injuries were reported. 

KUWAIT: The court of appeals
adjourned yesterday looking into the
‘terrorist cell’ case number 302/2016, in
which 26 defendants are involved, to
tomorrow for further questioning of the
accused. The court listened to a number
of defendants during its hearing today,
and asked the Public Prosecution to
address some government bodies to
send reports concerning some defen-
dants involved in the case.

Last January 12, the criminal court
sentenced two of the defendants, the
first and the 23rd one on the list of
defendants in the terrorist cell, to death,
while one of the accused in the 26 mem-
ber cell was given a sentence of life
imprisonment.

Other accused defendants in the case
received sentences from five to ten to 15
years in prison. One of them was fined
about KD 5,000 while another was

acquitted of all charges against him.
Furthermore, the court ordered the con-
fiscation of all weapons that were pos-
sessed by the terrorist cell.

Last September, the public prosecutor
lodged criminal charges against the ter-
rorist cell known as the ‘Al-Abdali Cell,’ in
which 26 defendants were put on trial
over possession of huge caches of
weapons and ammunition, as well as espi-
onage for Iran and Hezbollah. — KUNA

NEW YORK: The State of Kuwait has
expressed concern at some states’ decision
to legally allow narcotics saying the step
threatens countries’ stability. The growing
cyber networks and criminal gangs have
boosted drug trade, trafficking and money
laundering, Interior Ministry ’s
Undersecretary Lieutenant General
Suleiman Al-Fahad said, addressing a special
session of the UN General Assembly. The
Kuwaiti official warned spread of narcotics
would undermine nations’ economic devel-
opment, their stability and the rule of law.

Kuwait has already mapped out a full-

scale strategy, according to international
standards, to combat narcotics, he added.
Kuwait has special programs, rehabilitation
centers and hospitals, to treat the addicted
and help them re-integrate as ordinary citi-
zens into the Kuwaiti society.

Kuwait Drug and Alcohol Rehabilitation
Center, the Undersecretary has elaborated,
promotes anti-drugs awareness, holds semi-
nars and activities for that purpose. In con-
clusion, Undersecretary Fahad, drew the
world attention to the fact that spread of
narcotics is linked to soaring violence and
terrorism globally. — KUNA

Kuwait lashes out
at legalizing drugs

NEW YORK: Interior Undersecretary Lieutenant General Suleiman Al-Fahad (left)
attends a special session of the UN General Assembly. — KUNA

Court adjourns ‘terrorist
cell’ case to tomorrow

The Palace of Justice

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Al-Shadadiya University caught
fire yesterday, causing material damage to
the building but no injuries were reported.
The Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD)
sent six teams who managed to put the
fire under control,  Public Relations
Department Director Colonel Khalil Al-
Amir said in a statement. An investigation
was opened to reveal the causes of the
fire. The university’s construction process
faced several mishaps in recent years.

Three consecutive fires in June 2013
caused severe damages, while a landslide
in 2014 left two Egyptian construction
workers dead and created an eight-meter-
deep hole in the ground. Officially known
as the ‘Sabah Al-Salem University City’, the
facility is located on an approximate six
million square meters’ plot southwest of
Kuwait City. Construction at Al-Shadadiya
University started in 2010, six years after
the decree to build it was issued in 2004.
The current deadline for the project to fin-
ish is 2019.

No injuries in Shadadiya University fire


