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KUWAIT: The United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
signed a memorandum of understand-
ing with Zain Telecommunication
Company during a signing ceremony on
Tuesday at the UN House in West Mishref.
“The memorandum of understanding
aims to support refugee issues and
improve their situation,” said Hanan
Hamdan, Head of the UNHCR Kuwait
office.

Hamdan said that this cooperation
with the private sector is an extension of
the strategic partnership, linking the
Commission with Kuwait. She praised
the role of Kuwait-led relief work around
the world, led by His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, the humanitarian leader, praising
the cooperation between the
Commission, foreign media and charity
organizations in Kuwait.

Hamdan stressed the importance of
the partnership with Zain, “Zain is a great
telecommunication company, and has
enormous human and technical capabili-
ties that can make a difference in mil-
lions of people’s lives through the use of
technology and social media that can
serve humanitarian issues and highlight
Kuwait’s humanitarian efforts as well,”
she explained.

Forefront 
Eaman Al-Roudhan, CEO of Zain, said

Kuwait is in the forefront of countries in
the field of humanitarian action because

“we have a great leader in His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and this makes us proud
as Kuwaitis.” Roudhan added that due to
the increase in the number of refugees,
Zain decided to bear part of the social
responsibility and its strategic partner-
ship by supporting volunteer work. She
explained that the memorandum of
understanding signed will organize
cooperation between Zain and the
United Nations in providing training pro-
grams, spread awareness about refugees
and teach people how to use modern
technology to serve refugees with the
help of Zain staff.

Meanwhile, Kuwaiti journalist and
humanitarian activist Arwa Al-Waqyan
expressed sadness seeing the suffering
of children in refugee camps during her
visit in November to a refugee camp in
Erbil in Iraqi Kurdistan with the United
Nations. Waqyan said that the camps
lack the basic needs to live, including
heating in the winter and cooling in the
summer.  “Refugees have diseases
because of undrinkable water, which is
a real challenge in the lives of refugees
and displaced people to live normally,”
she noted.

She added that the Kurdistan region
has a population of about five million
people, which means one refugee for
every five people, according to 2014
reports, and the number has increased.
She said that Erbil needs more attention
because what UN offers to refugees is
more than its economic capabilities and
refugees need more healthcare too.

Kuwait to host meeting
of Syria’s major donors 

MAFRAQ: Kuwait will host the seventh meeting of Syria’s
major donors’ on May 2 to follow up humanitarian opera-
tions inside and outside Syria, said UN Secretary General’s
envoy for humanitarian Affairs Abdullah Al-Maatouq.

Maatouq, also an advisor at the Amiri Diwan, made the
remark Tuesday on the sidelines of a ceremony of inaugu-
rating the second phase of Kuwait’s ‘second model village’
in Al-Zaatari camp for Syrian refugees in Jordan.

He added that the upcoming meeting will follow up res-
olutions taken during the fourth Syria Donors Conference,
which was held in London last February to support Syrian
refugees, during which a sum of $10 billion was pledged.

Kuwait, along with the UK, Germany, Norway and the
UN co-hosted the Conference that brought together lead-
ers from around the globe to raise funding critical to help-
ing millions of people who have been impacted by the
devastating crisis. Kuwait had hosted the three previous
conferences.

On the May 2 meeting, Maatouq noted it is regularly
held with major donors every three months to follow up
the process of expending pledges and allocate sums
required to carry out humanitarian and relief projects, in
addition to coordinating with UN agencies and donor
countries. He expected that countries and bodies which
took part in the fourth conference will honor their pledges
this year as donors did at the third conference hosted by
Kuwait. He noted that pledges of donor countries are allo-
cated to support Syrian refugees and host countries as
well, mainly Jordan and Lebanon.

Concerning the village, Maatouq said that His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah direct-
ed the village to be fully-serviced. According to some offi-
cial figures, the Syrian crisis, which entered its sixth year,
led to about 13.5 million either internally displaced per-
sons or refugees.

As for Tuesday’s event, some vivid projects, including
two schools, a medical center and a mosque, at the camp
were inaugurated in collaboration with the UNICEF,
Jordan’s Ministry of Education and the European Union.
The camp, which is hosting about 80,000 Syria refugees, is
adjacent to the Syrian borders. A number of dignitaries,
including Kuwait’s Ambassador to Jordan Dr Hamad Al-
Duaij, representatives of ministries of education and health
and Awqaf, and the camp’s officials, took part in the inau-
guration ceremony. — KUNA

MAFRAQ: UN Secretary General’s envoy for humanitari-
an Affairs Abdullah Al-Maatouq attends the inaugura-
tion of the second phase of Kuwait’s ‘second model vil-
lage’ in Al-Zaatari camp for Syrian refugees. — KUNA

Zain, UNHCR sign memorandum of
understanding to support refugees

KUWAIT:  Eaman Al-Roudhan, CEO of Zain Kuwait (left) and Hanan Hamdan, Head of the
UNHCR Kuwait office attend the press conference.

CAIRO: The Arab League decided to hold
an emergency meeting at the level of dele-
gates, upon Kuwait’s request, tomorrow to
discuss repercussions of remarks of Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on the
occupied Golan Heights.

This came in a reply to Netanyahu, who
said during a cabinet meeting held in the
territory on Monday that Israel would not
return the Golan Heights to Syria, adding
that the Heights, which Israel annexed dur-

ing the six-day War of 1967, would remain
“Israeli forever”.

The League announced in a statement on
Tuesday that it received a request from
Kuwait’s permanent mission, calling for con-
vening an extraordinary session at the level
of permanent delegates as soon as possible.
It added that the meeting aims to take action
towards this new escalation, which flagrantly
violates international law and resolutions of
international legitimacy. — KUNA

Kuwait calls for emergency meeting on
Netanyahu’s Golan Heights’ remarks

Military facilities in
Jahra to be relocated

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Head of the Jahra committee at the Municipal
Council Meshari Al-Motoutah said the committee agreed to
transfer military facilities adjacent to residential areas in Jahra
after selecting alternative sites. Motoutah added that those
camps need to be relocated through a strategic plan in collab-
oration with the defense ministry and the municipality. “Those
sites will primarily be turned into residential areas or parks,” he
underlined. In other news, Municipal Council member and
head of Hawally committee Yousef Al-Ghareeb asked why
Kuwait Municipality did not take part in the recent inspection
of spas and massage centers that was made by the Cabinet’s
joint committee in various governorates. 

TOKYO: State-run Kuwait Petroleum International (KPI) and
Japan’s leading refiner Idemitsu Kosan Company have
applied for registration of a joint venture company in
Vietnam to sell petroleum products in the Southeast Asian
country, Idemitsu announced in a statement.

“KPI and Idemitsu intend to promote retail and whole-
sale operations, mainly through the construction and man-
agement of service stations across Vietnam,” the Tokyo-
based firm said. The joint venture, called Idemitsu Q8
Petroleum LLC, will be the first wholly foreign-owned firm
in the oil product distribution and retail sectors in Vietnam.

“Through the establishment of a petroleum product
distribution company, KPI and Idemitsu will achieve a
stable supply of products to the growing Vietnamese
market,  where demand for petroleum products is
expected to follow a steady upward trend, thereby con-
tributing to the social and economic development of
Vietnam,” said Idemitsu. 

The two companies are major investors in the Nghi Son
Refinery and Petrochemical LLC, which is constructing
Vietnam’s second oil refinery to be operational in 2017,
according to Idemitsu. The 200,000-barrel-per-day Nghi
Son Refinery and Petrochemical Project is 35.1 percent
evenly owned by KPI and Idemitsu, 25.1 percent by state-
owned PetroVietnam and 4.7 percent by Japan’s Mitsui
Chemicals Inc.

KPI’s parent company Kuwait Petroleum Corporation
(KPC) will supply all the feedstock for the facility, which will
also include petrochemical units, energy facilities, a
pipeline and storage systems, along with an information
management system. — KUNA

KPI, Idemitsu establish
Joint venture in Vietnam


